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MEMPHIS STATE UNIVERSITY
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38111

October 18, 1968

ANTHROPOLOGICAL RESEARCH CENTER

1987 Indian Village Drive
Memphis, Tenn, 38109

Dr. Hugh Cutler

Missouri Botanical Gardens
2315 Tewer Grove Ave.

St. Louls, Missouri 63110

Dear Dr. Cutler:

While I was at the Midwest Archaeological Conference last weekend, Leonard
Blake asked me about the 350 AD carbon date on charcoal with the corn from
Feature 10, 2 Sy 1 at Chucalissa. He said there was some question about it
there because the corn seemed to be so similar to later corn from the site., I
Kad already become uneasy about it when I saw that the pottery with it was listed
as all Baytown Plain. The work at Beckwith's Fort in Southeast MIssouri had
slready shown that much early Mississippian pottery had been classifiedtéenBaytown,
but could be distinguished on the basis of the paste.

I got out dthe pottery from the pit and found that it had 20 sherds of
Beckwith Plain, 6 of Bryant (Beckwithwith some shell added), 1 of Nedley's Ferry
Plain, and only 5 Baytown Plain, On this basis I would say that the proper date
for the corn“would be about 800-900 AD and that the carbon which gave the date
came from older Baytown midden included in the pit fill.-

If you have completed your work on the corn, I think it would be best to
send it back here rather than directly to a dating lab. We would like to send
part of the corn itself for dating, but want to use a larger than minimal sample.
When you return it, tag any cobs you feel should be preserved in case the corn
does date earlier than I think. We can weigh the remainder and wait a few years
for improvements in the dating equipment if the remaining sample would be too
small for current use.

Thanks fomryour continued interest in the Chucalissa material. I hope to
be able to send you some more early ecorn from the site after another season or two.

Sincerely,

Gerald P. Smith
Director
Chucalissa Museum




2318 TOWER GROVE AVENUE
ST. LOUIS, MISSOUR!I 83110
TOWNSEND 5-0440

MiISSOURI BOTANICAL GARDEN
“SHAW'S GARDEN"

October 25, 1968

s AP P ATy

Dr. Gerald P. Smith, Diregtor
Chucalissa Museum

1987 Indian Village Drive
Memphis, Tenn. 38109

Dear Gerald, to D cutl
o Dr. er

This is in reply to your letter of October 18th A
about the Chucalissa corn. In a few days we will ship back to
you all the plant material received from Charles Nash sxcept a
few ‘samples of cobs that we would like.to hold in the gollections
here. All of the cobs from Specimen 71, which was Cl4 dated A.D.
350 are included in what is being returned. °

Enclosed you will find a list of material received
with detail of row . numbers on corn cobs measured and identificatdon
of other plant material. Also enclosed is @hoto copy of the
article by Robert Hall on divergent Cl4 dates obtained on corn and
other carbonized grass samples.

Looking over the very fine collection from Chucalissa,
which is .Jhe best we have yet seen from anywhere for the period,
several things come to mind on which we would like your opinion.
Aside from Specimen 71, which seems to you to be younger than
the Cl4 date indicates, because of associated pottery, do the
divisions used, namely: Upper Part of Stratum 1, Stratum 1
Undifferentiated, Middle to Lower Stratum 1 and Stratum 3 seem
resonable or do you think that .they should be changed, combined
or split further ete.? If still used for the final write-up,
more cobs from Steatuh3 with only 13 cobs and more from the Upper
Part of Stratum 1 with 31 cobs would seem desireable, if more can
be found in future excavations. Understanding of Middle to Lower
Stratum 1 with 91 cobs would also benefit from more samples.

This is the most divergent of all and as it all comes from only
two locations, it may or may not be truly representative.

In addition, any suggestions you may have as to manipulation of
the data, statistical or otherwise will be appreciated.

It was good to see you in St. Louls a few weeks ago.

Sincerely,

2 Enclosures ;fiavton A

L.eonard Y. Blake
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