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fessor Jerry Fitch in the basement of the Administration Building.
We particularly admired the ingenuity of the college men (“big boys”
as we called them) when a large truck appeared in the lobby of the
college Administration Building one Halloween.

In 1930, after completing the ninth grade, my class left the
Training School. Most of us entered the tenth grade at Messick High
School in the fall.

TRAINING SCHOOL — CLASS OF 1930

Wilford McClure
John Michael
Tom Michael
Brody Pope
Virginia Roane

Monroe Barron
Tom Barron
Myrtis Black
Ruth Black
Howard Burkett
Irma Crump Vadine Russell
Frank Ebert Jamie Stewart
Jim Guy William Stewart

THE TRAIN

Prior to the rapid expansion of Memphis to the east, Buntyn, Nor-
mal and White Station were separate towns located along the route of
the Southern Railway. There were also small waiting stations at the
Cherry Road crossing and at Ridgeway, the old Poplar Pike crossing.
At our home on Southern Road, we enjoyed seeing the numerous
freight and passenger trains pass. Our favorite was the Memphis
Special, a crack passenger train, that passed at 8:30 p.m. This train
was later replaced by the Tennessean.

An interesting train of the early period was the “Newsboy”, a
strange-looking, single car train that passed our house at 5:00 a.m.
daily. According to Paul Coppock, this train carried the Commercial
Appeal and ice cream to nearby towns and made connections in Grand
Junction with other trains. On the return trip it brought milk to
Memphis.

In 1935, I boarded the Memphis Special at the Normal Depot for
the trip to the University of Virginia. In 1943, I left Normal to go to
Pennsylvania to enter the Army Medical Corps in World War II.

In those days the Normal Depot was a busy place with an active

passenger and freight business. As a rule, it was a pleasant place as
people looked forward to a trip on the train. However, during the
period of World War II, there was a feeling of sadness at times at the
Depot. On these occasions hospital trains composed of numerous
coaches carrying wounded soldiers arrived at the station. A fleet of
ambulances carried these patients to the nearby Kennedy Veterans
Administration Hospital.

Irving Stone

Dancy Thompson
Annie Rose Wallace
Jim Wallace
Martha Weinrich
Jerome York

TROOP 40

The Boy Scouts of America, which was organized in 1910, was
modeled after Lord Baden-Powell’s successful scout movement in
Great Britain. Scouting came to Normal in 1927 when Joe Austin, of

the Training School faculty, organized Troop 40. His junior leaders
were Radford Rosebrough, Hugh Burkett, and Edgar Gift. Weekly
meetings were held in the Training School. Later, the Troop moved
to St. Luke’s Methodist Church located at the corner of Highland
and Mynders. Troop 40 has been in continuous operation longer than
any troop in Memphis and has maintained a strong organization
throughout the years. Boys at the Training School looked forward to
their twelfth birthday so they could become scouts.

An important part of the scouting program were the weekend
camping trips to Camp Currier at Eudora, Mississippi. My father and
several other fathers collected money to build a cabin at the camp.
Austin supervised the building of the structure, which was made of
split cypress logs, and it is still there today. Friday nights were set
aside for scout meetings, and the boys looked forward to this program.
At that time there were no distractions such as organized grammar
school athletics and television as exist today. When Joe Austin moved
to Fort Thomas, Kentucky, Harry Madison served well as the next
scoutmaster.

There was healthy rivalry between Troop 40 and Troop 8, which
was sponsored by the Buntyn Presbyterian Church. Miller Johnson,
yIv‘ho owned the Normal Hardware Store, served as scoutmaster of

roop 8.

THE PEOPLE

I have mentioned several of the interesting people who lived in
Normal. Among my other favorites were Henry “Shorty” Prater, Al,
“Mr. May” Mayfield, and John Stock. Shorty was a gentle, slightly-
built black man of indeterminate age who did yard work. He was a
familiar figure in the community as he traveled to his jobs on a
bicycle. He was a good yard man and a good philosopher. I see Shorty
occasionally at the drug store. He has retired and still maintains his
optimistic attitude about life.

Mr. May delivered for the Normal Cleaners. He was middleaged,
talkative, and quite courteous to his customers. One citizen asked Mr.
May to take six or seven inches off his new pants because they were too
long. Mr. May, with his usual effort to please the customer, carried out
this man’s wish! He had his ear to the ground and knew most of the
news in the community. In the winter he protected himself from the
cold by wearing a heavy wool cap, overcoat, and leather leggings. He
was a bachelor who was so busy helping other people that he never
had time for a family of his own.

John Stock owned Stock’s Garage which was the first service
station in the community. It was located on Highland across the street
fror_n Dr. Hudson’s home. Stock, a transplanted Northerner, was an
active supporter of community activities. He was a likeable man who
seemed to enjoy dealing with his customers. We enjoyed listening to

his northern accent as he described his satisfaction with Normal and
the South.

Summing Up: Normal was and is a nice place to be.







