University of Memphis

University of Memphis Digital Commons

Gaze, 1979-1990 OUT Memphis collection

11-28-2021

Gaze, volume 2, number 8

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/speccoll-mss-outmemphis3


















“Yesterday | was homosexual, todsy, I'm Gay.”
— a man at the rally.

Controversial MSU Seminar

“Gay Memphi

“| wes leading the parade with Lea Hopkins. When | tumed aroundesween * 2" rton g, % Z X %
looked down Poplar Avenue and couldn’t see the end of the line of marchers around the corneron
Cooper, it brought tears to my eyes.” — Cecll McLeod.

“When | realized Iwasa Lesbian, | thought | wes the only one In the whole world. We muatcontinue
to be bold and brazen. We owe It to the young Gays who think they’re the only ones in the whole
world.” — Lea Hopkins

Tackles Issues Of Gay Clients
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“Two, four, six, eight — how 66 you know your
kid is straight?”

thedog Is Gay.”

“Congratulations on an orderly march. See you next year.” — one of the 5 police escorts for

Memphis’ first Gay and Lesbian Pride March.

ER 1961

s-- Believe It!

“I'm proud of my Gay dog!” — a marcher's shout to an onlooker who sald, “Look! Even

Gay Pride Picnic Draws Over 200

By Marcia Kearn

MEMPHIS--The second annual Gay and
Lesbian Pride Week Picnic drew over 200
hungry and thirsty people to Meda Street
June 21, for an afternoon of fun, food,
entertainment, and information.

An enthusiastic crowd listened to
performances by local entertainers Kelly
Johnson, Charley McMullen, Pam Pinkall
and others as they ate. “This music is
unbelievable,” said one picnic-goer. “I didn’t
know we had these kind of entertainers in
Memphis.”

Several local groups had exhibittables at
the picnic and handed out literature to
interested persons. The Memphis Gay

Coalition registered voters and handed out-

balloons that said, “Love Somebody, No
Matter Who.”

“] can't get over all these’ festive
balloons,” said one man. “Can you believe
this perfect weather?” said another.

The scene was described by many

picnicers as ‘‘unbelievable.” One woman
commented, “I just can’t believe this is
happening in Memphis. I feel like I'm
somewhere else. All these people strolling
around the neighborhood with their t-shirts

and buttons and balloons and the straight
people seem to be enjoying it with.us rather
than laughing at us.”

" The picnic went well into the evening
hours. ‘with people coming and going
throughout the day. A single keg of beer,
which had served last year’s crowd of about
75 people, ran dry early in the afternoon. The
food went quickly, also, but was frequently
replenished by new arrivals.

The Gay Pride Week ‘81 Committee,
organizers of the picnic, were ‘“surprised” at

* the turnout. The group had anticipated few

more than the 75 who attended the 1980
picnic.

Homophobic Band |
Loses Audience, Paid With

By Bill Johnson

MEMPHIS--“Bluff City,” a band which
was scheduled to play for a dance following
the Robin Tyler performance at Beale Street
Cinema dJune 20, found its audience
dwindling to nothing after the lead singer
introduced the bandmembers and said,
“We're happy to be here tonight playing for

the Memphis Gay Coalition. We don’t agree

with it, but in the words of the immortal John
Lennon, ‘Whateverittakestogetyou through
the night.”

The audience began leaving. By the end
of the first song most people had left the
auditorium and filled the theater lobby.
Stageguards reported that members of ‘“‘Bluff
City” had made several anit-Gay remarks
while setting up.

A quick conference of the organizers of
the event, the Gay Pride Week ‘81 Committee,
ACLU Director Julie Steiner, and an
attorney, resulted in a decision to demand

“Gay/Lesbian” Money

that the band make an on-stage apology.
Following the apology, the band was
dismissed in mid-song because the apology
was described by listeners as ‘“as bad as the
original statement.” The apology had ended
with the statement “I guess this wasn’t the
proper place to say it.”

The $450fee was paid in cash tothe band.
Each small bill however, was boldly marked
“Gay and Lesbian money.”

Members of the GPW ‘81 Committeelater
expressed regret at having paid the band at
all. Even though the group was bound by
contractto pay the band, Robin Tyler pointed
out that a legal case on the matter “would
have taken years in court and cost the band
more than they would likely be willing to
spend.”

Attempts were made prior to the eventto
obtain a band whose members were Lesbains
or Gay men, but all bands were afraid of
being “stigmatized” by playing for an openly
Gay group.
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