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"Y•terdey I wes homOMXUIII, todlly, I'm Gay." 
..;... • man et the relly. 

Controversial MSU ·Seminar 

uGay Mem ph i 

"I WM leedlng the pt�rede with Lee Hopklna. Wtten I turned eround M we en�•�½�” rton �g�‚�½�–�z�X�½
looked down Popl8r Avenue end couldn't ... the end of the line of marchen eround the comer on 
Cooper, 11 brought .._. to my eyea. • - CecA McLeod. 

"When I Nellzed I wes • Lesblen, I thought I WM ihe only one ln the whole wortd. We muat continue 
to be bold end bruen. We owe li to the young Geys who think they're the only onM in the whole 
world." - Lea Hopkins 

Tackles Issues Of Gay Clients 

By Ric Sullivan 
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s - - Be l ieve I t ! ! 
' '  

"Two, four, six, eight - how do you know your 
kid Ia straight?" 

"I'm proud of my Gey dogl" - • mercher's ahout to en onlooker who .. ld, "Lookl Even 

the dog Is Gey." 
· 

.. , .. , 

- . 

"Congratulations on en orderly men:h . ... you next y•r." - one of the 5 pollee eacorts for 
Memphis' flrat Gey end L•blen Pride. March. · · ·�. � ., . .  ,. 

Gay Pride Picnic Draws Over 200 
By Marcia Kearn 

MEMPHIS--The second annual Gay and 
Lesbian Pride Week Picnic drew over 2 00 
hungry and thirsty people to Meda Street 
June 21, for an afternoon of fun, food, 
entertainment, and information . . 

An e.nthusiastic .crowd listened to 
performances by local entertainers Kelly 

. Johnson, Charley McMullen, Pam Pinkall 
and others as they ate. . "This music is 
unbelievable," said one picnic-goer. "I didn't 
know we had these kind of entertainers in 
Memphis." 

Several local groups had exhibit tables at and. buttons and balloons and the straight 
the picnic and handed out literature to peopie seem to be enjoying it with \lS rather 
interested persons. The Memphis Gay than laughing at us." 

· 

Coalition register.ell voters and handed out· ' The pi<mic went well intO the evening 
balloons that said, "Love Somebody, No hours. · with people coming and going 
Matter Who." 

· 

throughout the day. A single keg of beer, 
"I can't get over all these · · festive which had served last year's crowd of about 

· balloons," said one man. "Can you believe 75 people, ·ran dry early in the afternoon. The 
this perfect weather?" said another. food went quicl�l:v. also, but was frequently 

The 8Cene was de�cribed by many replenished by·new arrivals. 
· 

picnicers as "unbelievable." One womaQ. . The · Gay Pride Week '81 Committee, 
commented, "I just can't believe this is organizers of the picnic, were "surprised" at 
happening in Memphis. I feel like I'm "' the turnout. The group had anticipated few 
somewhere else. All these people strolling more than the 75 who attended the 198 0 
around the neighborhood with their t-shirts picnic. 

,' . 

Homophobic B�nd 
Loses ·Audience, P�.ld. With 

"G·ay/Lesb_ian" Money 
By Bill Johnson that the band make an on-stage apology. 

Following the apology, the band was 
dismissed in mid-song because the apology 
was describe<t by listeners as "as bad as the 
original statement." The apology had ended 

with the statement "I guess this wasn't the ' 
proper place to say it." 

The $45 0fee was paid in cash to the band . 
"We ere e gentle, angry people end we ere singing, singing for our lives." 

MEMPHIS--"Bluff City," a band which 
was scheduled to play for a dance following 
the Robin Tyler performance at Beale Street 
Cinema June 2 0, found its audience 
dwindling to nothing after the lead singer 
introduced the bandmembers and said, 
"We're happy to be here tonight playing for 
the Memphis Gay Coalition. We don't agree 
with it, but in the words ofthe immortal John 
Lennon, 'Whatever it takes to get you through 
the night."' 

Each small bill however, was bo1dly marked 
"Gay and Lesbian money." 

The audience began leaving. By the end 
of the first song most people had left the 
auditorium and filled the theater lobby. 
Stageguards reported that mem hers of"Bluff 
City" had made several anit-Gay remarks 
while setting up. 

A quick conference of the organizers of 
the event, the Gay Pride Week '81 Committee, 
ACLU Director Julie Steiner, and an 
attorney, resulted in a· decision to demand 

Members of the GPW '81 Committee later 
expressed regret at having paid the band at 
all. Even though the group was bound by 
contract to pay the band, Robin Tyler pointed 
out that a legal case on the matter "would 
have taken years in court and cost the band 
more than they would likely be willing to 
spend." 

Attempts were made prior to the event to 
obtain a band whose members were Lesbains 
or Gay men, but all bands were afraid of 
being "stigmatized" by playing for an openly 
Gay group. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ August, 1981-Gaze-7 


