
University of Memphis University of Memphis 

University of Memphis Digital Commons University of Memphis Digital Commons 

Other documents Vertical files 

7-8-2021 

Shelby County Penal Farm, Memphis, 1946 Shelby County Penal Farm, Memphis, 1946 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/speccoll-mss-verticalfiles7 















Finger prinh end photographs ere taken 
as • means of positive identification. 

BE61NNIN6 
HERE IS 

Staff Physician determining 
physical fitness for work 

assignment. 

AT THE TIME of admission each prisoner 
is fingerprinted end photographed, is issued a full com
plement of work clothes end house clothes, and a perma
nent Ncord is set up. Each newcomer hes a complete 
physical examinations end this, as well as his past medical 
history, becomes a part of his permanent record. A staff 
dentist cares for the dental needs of all inmates. Through 
cooperative programs with Memphis hospitals, many 
1eriou1 defects, which might be contributory causes to 
crime, are corrected. 

Staff dentist giving needed dental care. 

Each prisoner is interviewed privately and encour<!lged 

to give his side of the story. Family badground, educa

tional training and work experiences are obtained from 

th(I individual, Relatives, neighbors, schools, former em• 

ployers and various agencies are requested to furnish 

pertinent information which will aid us in securing a 

proper relationship with the prisoner, 

Every prisoner ~nows that he may request an inter

view with those in authority at any time, and many avail 

themselves of t his opportunity to present personal prob

lems and secure assistance. 

An inmate iust received is interviewed. 
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~ill'U are thirty-five to forty 
different occupations at all times 

in which the prisoners may en

gage. Physical fitness, past record, 

native and educational ability, and 

emotional stability are taken into 

consideration in work assignments, 

to the end that the best interests 
of the individual and the institu

tion may be served. 
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Machine Repairing 


