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A total of 2,321 degrees were awarded during May Commencement
exercises at FedExForum in downtown Memphis. Tenn. Gov. Bill Haslam
and Plough Foundation chair Diane Rudner were the two featured speakers.
Retired Smith & Nephew Orthopedics executive Larry Papasan, a longtime
U of M supporter, received an honorary doctor of letters degree.
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PRESIDENT
Dear Alumni and Friends:
The University of Memphis publicly announced its Empowering the Dream Centennial Campaign
this past September with a bold, ambitious goal of $250 million. To date, thousands of alumni and
friends have responded with more than $212 million in gifts and commitments. Among these donors
are dedicated faculty and staff members who believe in the transformative power of a U of M education because they witness it every day. Their collective support is a vivid acknowledgement of the
important mission of the University in our city and in our region. (Find out more about this exciting
campaign on page 20.)
With this issue of the magazine, we welcome Lambuth University alumni into our U of M Alumni
Association. You can stay connected with fellow graduates and share your accomplishments
through the Class Notes section of our magazine as well as through the many Alumni Association
clubs and chapters located throughout the country. We look forward to your active participation in
the life of our great University through a variety of events on the Lambuth and Memphis campuses.
With more than 2,200 honors students enrolled for Fall, the Helen Hardin Honors Program is
the largest such program in the state. Many of these students compete for national scholarships on
an annual basis. One such student is chemistry major Melanie Sparks, who was named a recipient

MISSION

of the Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship, a prestigious national award given to students who plan to

The University of Memphis is a learner-centered
metropolitan research university providing high
quality educational experiences while pursuing new
knowledge through research, artistic expression, and
interdisciplinary and engaged scholarship.

pursue research-oriented careers. Melanie is featured on page 30.

The University of Memphis is one of 45 institutions
in the Tennessee Board of Regents system, the sixth
largest system of higher education in the nation. TBR is
the governing board for this system, which comprises
six universities, 13 two-year colleges and 26 area
technology centers. The TBR system enrolls more than
80 percent of all Tennessee students attending public
institutions of higher education.

2013. Tom, our cover story for this issue, can be described as nothing less than engaging, energetic
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This semester also marks the beginning of a new era in Tiger sports. Athletic director Tom
Bowen is already preparing Memphis for the highly anticipated move to the Big East Conference in
and a visionary in the world of athletics. Known for an appreciation of high academic standards for
his student athletes as well as having a keen eye for the business side of the department, we are
happy to have Tom leading us into what promises to be an exciting future for Tiger athletics.
Sept. 1 marks the coaching debut of Justin Fuente in a contest with the University of TennesseeMartin. Let’s fill Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium with Tiger blue and cheer our team on to victory
during this momentous beginning of the Bowen and Fuente era. The team boasts players from 29
area high schools. Everyone is encouraged to support the young men who chose to stay at home
and play before a Tiger crowd.
It truly is an exciting time to be a part of the University as we continue to celebrate our Centennial and look toward the future. Visit our website at www.memphis.edu for the latest Centennial
news, including information on Centennial Homecoming the weekend of Oct. 20.
Sincerely,

Shirley C. Raines, President
2
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Wiertelak gift endows education position;
pushes campaign past $200 million
The Carolyn L. Wiertelak Chair of Teaching and Learning will be established at the University of
Memphis by virtue of a $3 million commitment from Jim and Gina Wiertelak in tribute to his late
mother and her 35-year career as an elementary school teacher.
The gift will enable the College of Education, Health and Human Sciences to recruit a nationally
recognized scholar who has a reputation for producing innovative research in the field of early
childhood and elementary education.
In making the gift, Jim Wiertelak said, “Gina and I believe a part of being a good citizen is philanthropy
and the support of education. We are blessed to be in a position to accomplish both goals.”
Endowed faculty positions, such as the Wiertelak Chair, are a key priority in the University’s $250
million Empowering the Dream Centennial Campaign. To date, more than $212 million has been
secured, which represents 82 percent of the goal. The campaign ends June 30, 2013.

U.S. News & World
Report ranks three
U of M graduate
programs in Top 20

President Shirley Raines and Thomas Marak, who built the time capsule, with items that were placed in
one of the four chambers, which will be opened every 25 years.

U of M captures time in a capsule
Thomas Marak has made a career of helping others capture moments in time and preserving
these memories for hundreds, if not thousands of years. Often times he does it under the watch of
guard dogs and law enforcement personnel.
Marak has built time capsules for the Clinton Presidential Library, NASA Cape Kennedy, Martin
Luther King Jr. National Monument, the Cleveland Cavaliers, Muscogee Indian Nation and the
National Park Service, among many others.
“Some of the clients during the sealing process of the capsule have had guard dogs and security
people on site because of the nature of the contents going in,” said Marak, president of Time
Capsules Inc. “They might be political documents or very valuable and irreplaceable objects.”
Marak’s latest time capsule didn’t require such security; he built the capsule that was placed in the base of
the bronze tiger sculpture that was unveiled in April on the Alumni Mall just west of the University Center. Built
entirely with private funds, the statue was created by noted artist David Alan Clark of Lander, Wyo.
The four chambers of the time capsule will be opened in 25-year increments, the first in 2037.
Once each compartment is opened, it will be refilled and sealed again.
Items placed in the time capsule include an iPad, a U of M retro basketball jersey, social media
screen shots, a campus map, recorded testimonies about “What the U of M means to me” and
books about the University’s centennial. Also included are letters that freshmen and senior students
wrote to students who will be freshmen and seniors in 2037.
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

U.S. News & World Report has ranked three
University of Memphis programs among the
Top 20 in the nation in its “Best Grad Schools
2013” issue. Two programs in the U of M’s
School of Communication Sciences and
Disorders achieved high ratings. Audiology
was ranked No. 12 and Speech-Language
Pathology as No. 15. Rehabilitation Counseling,
a program in the College of Education, Health
and Human Sciences, was ranked No. 17.
“I’m very proud of the fact that both our
Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology
programs have been ranked among the top
programs in the country since these rankings
were established in the 1990s,” said Dr. Maurice
Mendel, dean of the School of Communication
Sciences and Disorders. “This achievement
represents significant contributions on the
part of our faculty and students to gain this
recognition.”
Dr. Donald Wagner, dean of the College
of Education, Health and Human Sciences,
said, “The graduate program in rehabilitation
counseling has a longstanding reputation for
excellence in the community. The ranking
this program has achieved is a tribute to the
outstanding faculty. It also recognizes the
professional contributions that the alumni have
made to helping individuals with disabilities
improve their quality of life.”
FA L L 2 012
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Bonnin named vice president

New vice president Linda Bonnin

Linda Bonnin has been appointed vice president of the Division of Communications, Public
Relations and Marketing at the University of Memphis.
The native Memphian has worked at the U of M since 1997, serving as associate vice president
of the division since 1999 and as interim vice president since Bob Eoff retired last December.
Bonnin’s career as a journalist began at the former Memphis Press-Scimitar. She has also worked
in communications and marketing for such companies as First Tennessee Bank, Crye-Leike and
ServiceMaster and also for the Shelby County Mayor’s Office.
Bonnin has recently worked with Enrollment Services to create the Express Yourself student
recruitment campaign and with the Advancement Division on the Empowering the Dream Centennial
campaign. She has won numerous awards for her writing and creative work, including a Gold Award
from the Tennessee College Public Relations Association for the Express Yourself television commercials.
President Shirley Raines noted that Bonnin has been actively engaged in the U of M’s strategic
planning process and its enrollment and retention initiatives while also serving as Centennial
celebration co-chair. She spearheaded a recent redesign of the University’s magazine.
“Creating a positive educational experience for our students is something that gives me
tremendous personal satisfaction,” said Bonnin.
Her passion for the University began at an early age after her parents met on the steps of the
Administration Building, where Bonnin now works, while posing for yearbook photos.
“My father (Larry Hilbun) was Mr. Memphis State and my mother (Peggy Duke Hilbun) was May
Queen. They married the following year in 1957, and our family has been True Blue ever since,” she said.
Bonnin will oversee internal and external communications, including media relations, marketing,
advertising, publications and special events.

A legacy gift made a generation ago
is making the education of current
students possible.

To let us know of your intention to include the U of M in your estate planning, or for information on how to do so, contact:
Dan H. Murrell, CFRE, Director of Planned Giving
Phone 901.678.2732 • Email dan.murrell@memphis.edu
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Art Graesser receives
lifetime research award
This is an honor that might even leave Marco at a loss for words. Dr.
Art Graesser, founding co-director of the University of Memphis’ Institute
for Intelligent Systems and one of the creators of the AutoTutor intelligent
tutoring program, received the first Presidential Award for Lifetime
Achievement in Research from the U of M.
“This new award is the University’s highest level of research
recognition given to its faculty,” said U of M President Shirley Raines. “Dr.
Graesser is most deserving.”
Graesser and his collaborators in the ISS have become world
renowned for their work in artificial intelligence tutoring systems,
particularly with AutoTutor and its subsequent editions. AutoTutor is
a computer-based tutoring program that has been shown to improve
learning by one letter grade. An animated agent (talking head) on the
computer screen holds a conversation with the learner, prompting
him or her much like what a human teacher would do. One of the first
prototypes of the talking head was dubbed “Marco.”
Graesser has worked on projects funded by the National Science
Foundation, the National Institutes of Health, the Office of Naval
Research, the Institute of Education Sciences and other national funders
totaling more than $30 million.
“Art has been the driving force for the development of big science here,”
said Vice Provost of Research Andy Meyers. “In his 27 years with us, he
and his longtime colleague Stan Franklin and their team at the Institute for
Intelligent Systems have pulled us into the modern world of interdisciplinary
science. This is a model that we are now replicating across the campus.”
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

Reach a well-educated audience
with high brand loyalty by advertising in
The University of Memphis Magazine.
Distributed to 124,000 households twice a year,
the magazine is read by alumni, donors, faculty, staff
and friends of the U of M — a powerful way
to reach this influential market.
Visit www.memphis.edu/magads
for more information.

Beginning Spring 2013 Issue
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University’s
training program
a boon to area
businesses
Teaching a veteran businessperson new skills is
beneficial, but teaching employees junior in their
careers new skills has proven to be absolutely
rewarding – to the tune of about $800,000.
Once employees are at a director level or
above, Thomas & Betts Vice President Diane
Brown says, “Sometimes we’ve missed an
opportunity as educators and developers of our
people and future leaders in our organizations
to give them skills that they can use to more
effectively impact profitability.”
To capitalize on those missed opportunities,
Thomas & Betts, a global manufacturer of
electrical products and components, called
upon the U of M for a customized leadership
development program for employees who had
been identified as promotable and eager to
broaden managerial skills.
The first class began in 2010 with 25
employees from North America. Before
completion of the program, each participant
created a continuous improvement plan — a
process improvement or project that would
result in a cost savings, cost avoidance or
revenue generation. Once all plans were
implemented, the total bottom line impact was
more than $800,000.
“We challenged the team to cover the costs
of not only their program, but to fund the
upcoming year’s program as well,” Brown said.
The 2012 session began last February.
Thomas & Betts is one of more than 40
companies each year to request programs
designed and facilitated by the U of M’s
Professional and Continuing Education office.
FedEx, AutoZone and the U.S. Navy have also
sought assistance.
The “one-stop-shop” office provides
businesses a professional development
program tailored to their specific needs
“We are able to provide a real cross-section
of learning and development experiences,”
said Maryanne Macdonald, manager of the
Customized Training Program.
Macdonald often receives phone calls
from companies looking for help. She blends
their perceived needs with what they actually
require to be successful.
6
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The University of Memphis Customized Training Program creates specialized instruction for companies
such as FedEx, AutoZone and Thomas & Betts. Leaders from Thomas & Betts met in Memphis for
(top) experiential learning activities and (bottom) classroom sessions to practice new skills before
implementing them in the workplace.

“It might be that what they call team building
has some team building components, but it
also has communication skills and problem
solving skills,” she said. “We’ll pull it all together
into what will work for them.”
From the mid-1970s to 2009, the Continuing
Education Department offered leisure-learning
classes, like photography or painting. When
online courses became popular, and more
local churches and recreational facilities offered
leisure classes, the department decided to
adapt services to specialized business and
industry trainings.
Programs encompass “interactive learning
by discovery” instead of lectures only, so a
participant has time to practice the new skills in

a safe environment before he or she uses the
tools in the workplace, said Dr. Fred Ellrich, who
facilitates the program along with adjunct faculty
members Ron Bridges and Steve Farmer.
When balancing the online and in-person
portions of the program and creating her
continuous improvement plan, Minerva
Morales Salazar, accounting manager for
Thomas & Betts in Monterey, Mexico, found
the program difficult but very interesting.
“I’ve been trying to apply it to the office and
I’ve found it’s been very helpful,” she said.
Visit www.memphis.edu/umce or contact
Macdonald at 901/678-3305 or mhmcdnld@
memphis.edu for more information.
— by Laura Fenton
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

World’s highest math honor
goes to retired U of M professor

12-UOM-1778 Carville_Matalin Ad.HR.pdf

Dr. Cecil Rousseau

1

Dr. Cecil C. Rousseau, a retired University
of Memphis mathematics professor, has been
named one of two recipients of the mathematics
world’s highest honor, the Paul Erdös Award.
Rousseau shares this year’s honor with Dr. Paul
Vaderlind of Stockholm University in Sweden.
The biennial award, which was presented
in July in Seoul, South Korea, by the
World Federation of National Mathematics
Competitions, is for sustained and distinguished
contribution to the enrichment of mathematics
education. It is strictly limited to no more than
three recipients every two years and is awarded
only after extensive refereeing and assessment
of many nominated candidates.
Rousseau earned his doctorate in physics
from Texas A&M University in 1968, and then
taught physics at Baylor University for two years.
In 1970, he changed universities and disciplines,
7/27/12
joining2:35
the PM
mathematics faculty of what was

then Memphis State University. He retired from
the University of Memphis in 2008.
His research has been primarily in graphical
Ramsey theory, but he has also delved into
combinatorics, physics, applied analysis and
mathematical statistics. Most of his work
has been collaborative, including 35 papers
with Paul Erdös, a well-respected Hungarian
mathematician.
Rousseau’s reputation is that of an avid
creator and solver of mathematical problems.
He has contributed, solved or edited problems
for national and international competitions
and journals. He has also been active in many
national and international mathematics-related
organizations.
From the 1970s until his death, Erdös was a
frequent visitor to the U of M. As a perpetual
honor to Erdös, the University hosts the annual
Erdös Lecture Series.

University of Memphis
Centennial Celebration Luncheon
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

POLITICAL PERSPECTIVES
C

with James Carville & Mary Matalin

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

One of America’s best-loved political couples, James Carville and Mary
Matalin, provides an enlightening and entertaining look at today’s important
political issues and the presidential election.

Friday, September 14 •
University Center Ballroom

11:30 a.m.

Tickets — $30 ($300 for table of 10). Parking provided.
For tickets, visit memphis.edu/100lunch.
For more information, call 901.678.5582.
Co-sponsored by the Student Government Association
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(Left) Students used in the commercial were chosen from an on-campus casting call. (Right) Fred Thompson from the 1964 DeSoto yearbook.

Voice of distinction lends talent to U of M commercial
The University has created a new television
commercial that debuts this September. The
30-second promotional video is voiced by actor
and former U.S. Sen. Fred Thompson (BS ’64).
“We wanted to capture the essence of the
University in a 30-second story,” said Linda
Bonnin, vice president for Communications,
Public Relations and Marketing. “I think it does
a beautiful job of tying the University to the city
of Memphis, which was one of our objectives.”
Thompson agreed to voice the commercial

while visiting the U of M campus in March for
a public speaking engagement with Howard
Dean, former Vermont governor, and, like
Thompson, a former presidential candidate.
They were invited by the Student Government
Association as part of the University’s
centennial celebration.
“I never even considered another voice for
this project,” Bonnin said. “While Fred was
here, I reminded him that he had appeared in
a commercial for us in 1999, and I asked if he

would be willing to help us out again. He was
very gracious and accommodating.”
Thompson recorded his voice-over in May at
a studio in Arlington, Va., near his home.
“His voice is so rich and recognizable. It adds
a lot of depth to the commercial,” Bonnin said.
The new spot will air during U of M football
and basketball telecasts and during regular local
programming. It will also air in middle Tennessee.
Bonnin worked with Sullivan Branding of
Memphis on the production.

Professors make waves with swim research

U of M professors Carol and Dick Irwin were
filmed on campus for NBC’s Rock Center with
Brian Williams show about their swim-risk
research study.
8
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In this year of the Olympics and Michael Phelps, Carol Irwin is making a splash of her own.
Irwin, an assistant professor of health and sport sciences at the University of Memphis, appeared
on NBC’s Rock Center with Brian Williams this summer to discuss a national research swim study
and the local Make a Splash program that focuses on swim instruction for at-risk children. A shorter
version of the story aired on NBC Nightly News.
“African-American children experience fatal drowning at three times the rate that white children
do,” Irwin explained. “I believe water safety instruction and learning how to swim are as important
as walking, running, learning to read, or learning to cross the street, but most of society tends to
view swimming as a recreational pursuit only.”
Irwin flew to New York in July for the Rock Center interview with reporter Tamron Hall. A crew
from NBC did additional filming on the U of M campus.
The catalyst for the program was the national research swim study led by Irwin and her husband,
Dick Irwin, a professor of health and sport sciences and associate dean of the University College. USA
Swimming commissioned two research studies and the U of M was awarded both. The team surveyed
more than 3,500 children ages 6 to 16 in 11 cities, along with adults in focus groups.
“The Memphis area was included in the national minority swimming research study since we
have elevated drowning rates,” Irwin said. “And the swimming ability numbers for Memphis were
even more alarming than the national numbers. This very special free and/or low cost swimming
lesson program helps to reach underserved children who most likely would not be able to afford
quality swimming instruction.”
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

SPORTS BITS

Fly sinks a putt at the NCAA tourney.

Golf highlights
stellar spring
Golf is normally a slow, deliberate sport, but
spring became sort of a whirlwind for Tiger
golfer Jonathan Fly. Fly went from a C-USA team
championship in April to an NCAA tournament
appearance May 31 to finally appearing in the
FedEx St. Jude Classic a week after that.
“It’s just a dream come true,” said Fly of his
appearance at the St. Jude Classic. “It (was) a
fun way to start my pro career.”
Fly and fellow senior Jack Belotte led
Memphis to the C-USA tournament title, the
first in school history. The 28th place finish at
the NCAA championships tied the program’s
best finish ever.
The golf team’s performance highlighted
a stellar spring for U of M athletics. Courtney
Collins became the first Tiger in program
history to take part in the NCAA Division 1
Women’s Tennis Singles Championship while
the men’s tennis team also competed in the
NCAA championships for the first time in
school history.
On the diamond, Tiger third baseman Jacob
Wilson was C-USA Player of the Year and a
Louisville Slugger All American after leading
the league in home runs (17). Pitcher Dan
Langfield was chosen by Cincinnati in Major
League Baseball’s third round draft as the
109th overall pick to become the third highestdrafted player in Memphis history.
In track, high jumper Darius Lynwood also
competed in the NCAA championships.
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

Kiss (left) became the first U of M athlete to compete in two Olympic games when he took part
in the 110m hurdles in London August 7. Above, he competes in Helsinki.

London calling
In 2004, University of Memphis football
coaches had their collective eye on a player
from another team at the U of M, a 6-5,
240-pound athlete with bucket-loads of
speed. “A great tight end prospect” was the
tag, someone with the physical attributes
to possibly play at an even higher level. The
athlete, though, stuck to his own sport, and this
summer found himself on the world’s biggest
stage — for the second time.
Daniel Kiss, who owns the school record in
the 110-meter hurdles, took part in the London
Olympic Games, representing his native
Hungary. (Results weren’t available at press
time.) He also competed in Beijing four years
ago, making him the U of M’s first two-time
Olympian.
“Wearing your national colors and competing
for your home country is a dream come true
and makes you proud,” said Kiss, who resides
in Budapest, Hungary, and who ran for former
Tiger head coach Glenn Hays.

Kiss has endured major foot and Achilles
injuries the past eight years to become one
of Europe’s elite 110m hurdlers, winning
the Moscow Challenge in June. He won the
bronze medal in the event at the European
Championships in Barcelona in 2010.
In Beijing, he made it to the second round
of the preliminaries, but felt better about his
chances in London.
“I didn’t expect anything great in Beijing
because of injuries coming in, but this year I
feel like I can make the semifinals and even
finals. It is all about the day,” said Kiss.
“If he is injury free, he will have the chance
to run in the 13.20s, which could be enough
for an Olympic semifinal, or with luck for a
final as well,” said former Tiger teammate Gary
Nemeth, also of Hungary.
Kiss hopes to record another first in the future.
“My plan is to compete in Rio in four years,” he
said. “That would be three Olympics. That would
be a dream come true.” — by Greg Russell

Fall looks promising for the U of M’s soccer teams with two
of the most dynamic players in college soccer, Christabel Oduro
and Mark Sherrod, set to lead their respective squads.
The women, coming off a 22-1-1 record, will be seeking their
sixth straight NCAA tournament appearance.
Visit www.gotigersgo.com for information on all Tiger teams.
FA L L 2 012
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Bowen, inside the Hardaway/University of Memphis
Athletic Hall of Fame, is already preparing the Tiger
athletic program for a move to the Big East in 2013.
10
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New U of M athletic
director Tom Bowen is
blunt on the front end:
“This thing is not about
me. It is about the
University of Memphis.
It is about our studentathletes. It is about
winning and classroom
performance.”
It is, he says, all about
entering a new era
of Tiger athletics.

BY GREG RUSSELL

A NEW

TIGER
IN TOWN
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

Hall of Fame strength and conditioning coach Al Vermeil remembers a young
Tom Bowen from the days he played on his
Moreau Catholic High School football team in
Hayward, Calif., in the late 1970s. “He’d get
out of line just ever so often and I would have
to get in his face, rattle and shake his grill a
little bit,” recalls Vermeil with a laugh. “But I
was an old-school coach. I made it tough to be
on my team. Players complain about two-aday practices these days. I had four-a-days.
But Tom was hard-nosed, smart. He stuck it
out. And he has taken that hard-nosed work
ethic with him throughout his career.”
Vermeil, brother of former NFL coach Dick
Vermeil and a former strength coach for the
San Francisco 49ers and for the Chicago
Bulls, says Bowen will be a good addition to
Memphis as it readies to join the Big East.
“You see how he turned around the program at San Jose State, got it going in the
right direction? They had extremely tough
academic challenges. He was able to get the
school on solid ground, including in football.
Memphis should be proud to have him.”
FA L L 2 012
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Bowen says the first thing Tiger fans can do to help him in his role as athletic
director is to fill Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium Sept. 1 for the game against
UT-Martin “to help get coach Justin Fuente off on the right foot.”

It was another coach, though, one known as “The Genius,” who first
put Bowen on the path to collegiate athletics.
Legendary 49ers coach Bill Walsh, an alumnus of San Jose State
University, was searching for an athletic director to help his alma mater
out of a number of major problems that had the program crumbling
in 2004. The NCAA was breathing down the school’s neck because
of extremely poor academic performance; a number of faculty were
demanding an end to or drastic cutbacks to the athletic program.
Season ticket sales for football were weak at just under 400. The athletic department’s budget was in tatters.
“They were at rock bottom,” says Jon Wilner, the highly respected
San Jose Mercury News sports columnist who has covered collegiate
sports on the West Coast for a decade. “They were thinking about
dropping football. The Academic Senate was going crazy because the
academic side of things was terrible — they were rotting away.”
Walsh, who passed away in 2007, felt he had the answer and it came
in the form of longtime confidante Tom Bowen, who was working for
the San Francisco 49ers as director of community affairs and executive
director of the 49ers Foundation. Walsh had first crossed paths with
Bowen while Bowen was the athletic director and assistant football
coach at De La Salle High School in Concord, Calif., in the late 1980s.
Bowen, though, wasn’t so sure.
12
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“I was very happy in the NFL,” recalls Bowen. “I could have envisioned myself there a very long time. After all, it was the 49ers, the NFL
and that is what you aim for. I think I could have retired from there.
“But Walsh, he had a way of sitting you down and getting you to
listen, getting you to change your mind.”
Walsh had almost a sixth sense for knowing what it would take to fix
a major problem in athletics; he had chosen Joe Montana in the third
round of the 1979 draft to turn around a horrendous San Francisco
team. With Bowen, he was persistent, strong in his belief he had the
ethics and business knowledge that San Jose State needed to stop its
bleeding. Bowen soon succumbed. And just as Walsh’s pick of Montana
would result in a string of Super Bowl rings for the 49ers, his recommendation of Bowen was equally as effective.
“San Jose State was a tough gig but look at them now,” says Wilner.
“They were about to do away with the program when he came in 2004
and now they are in the Mountain West Conference (the most significant
step in its athletic history). Unless you have seen the financial books and
the Academic Progress Rate numbers from early in his tenure — and
I have — it’s difficult to comprehend the mess SJSU was in at the time
Bowen was hired. He rebuilt the foundation of that program across the
board. He implemented academic reforms that resulted in a dramatic
turnaround. San Jose State has been on an upswing ever since.”
So why leave a program that he had built back to respectability? The
new athletic director says the BCS affiliation as well as Memphis’ growing reputation for academic excellence among its student athletes were
two of the major reasons he left the West Coast.
“It is an exciting time to be a Tiger,” Bowen says. “The sky is the
limit. This town is all about Tigers — you drive around town and
you see those 100 ‘Tigers Around Town’ statues that are part of the
Centennial celebration. Those statues are incredible.”
Almost immediately after his first day on the job in June, Bowen created a “coaches council,” made up of all the head coaches at the U of
M. One of his first orders of business has been to stress to his coaches
they need to begin transitioning now for a move to a new conference.
“The Big East is extremely competitive and we don’t want to go in
and fall on our faces,” Bowen says. “(On the one hand), from a recruiting standpoint, it makes our school more attractive to recruits because
we will be a BCS school and in the Big East. Tell a kid you are in the
Big East and that means a lot to him or her. But the level of competition
will be higher and our coaches need to begin preparing now for that.
We won’t settle for mediocrity. I am talking about both revenue and
non-revenue sports.”
Wilner says he believes Memphis football, in particular, will benefit
with Bowen’s hiring.
“He played the game, he has coached it, he worked for the 49ers
and has seen the ins and outs of a successful program. He knows what
structure it takes to build a winning football program. People on the
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Tigers
score big in
classroom

Bowen, with wife Mia and sons Andrew (age 14) and Peter (age 9) and daughter McKenna (age 8).
(Photo by Kathy Little)

West Coast recognize that.
“In the Bay area, San Jose State is like
10th among the teams there (in terms of
popularity) so it was not an easy job but he
made it happen, including in football.”
Bowen is steadfast in his belief Memphis
will field a winning football program in the
near future.
“In my experience, you have to take a
systematic approach to building a winning
football program. I believe it takes three
recruiting cycles.
“We have the coach in place. I have complete confidence in (Justin) Fuente in that he
will get the job done. Look at what he did at
TCU as the offensive coordinator. He has a
sound, practical and fundamental approach.
“For this year, we are rebuilding so do you
want to use that as an excuse or a point of motivation? I think you know the answer to that.”
Bowen inherits an athletic academic
program that is on the opposite end of the
spectrum than the one he took over at San
Jose State.
“We have an extraordinary academic
program here. One of the major things that
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

attracted me to Memphis was its outstanding
academic record for its student athletes. That
is one thing I will be involved in. If a player
isn’t going to class, isn’t cutting it in the classroom, I will meet with him or her one on one.
“If you don’t go to class, you won’t wear
our jersey. I don’t care who you are. You can
check my record at San Jose State on that.
That is a guarantee.”
Bowen says Tiger fans can have a major
impact on the program starting Sept. 1
when Fuente debuts as head coach against
UT-Martin.
“People have constantly asked me since I
got here, fans, alumni, donors, what they can
do initially to help me. I tell them go to the
first football game. Let’s get Fuente started on
the right foot with a full stadium. Let’s show
people what it means to be a Tiger. Let’s send
UT-Martin home crying.”
Wilner says Memphis fans should feel
lucky to have Bowen.
“He is a tireless worker, passionate about
what he does. He knows football. He knows
budgets. He knows how to field a winner. He
is the complete package.”

When Tom Bowen was announced
as new athletic director at the University
of Memphis, he said one of the main
things that drew him to Memphis was
its “outstanding” academic program. He
said maintaining this excellence will be
one of his top priorities. “Don’t go to
class and you won’t wear our jersey,” he
emphatically says.
So how are the Tigers doing in the
classroom? At the end of the spring
semester, four U of M teams were
honored by the NCAA for posting
Academic Progress Rates (APR) among
the top 10 percent of their respective
sports in the nation. Garnering the
honors were baseball, men’s basketball,
women’s golf and women’s tennis. Each
was honored with the NCAA Public
Recognition Awards, based on the sports’
most-recent multi-year APR.
The APR provides a real-time look at a
team’s academic success each semester
by tracking the academic progress of
each student-athlete on scholarship. The
APR accounts for eligibility, retention and
graduation and provides a measure of
each team’s academic performance.
All 19 programs had APRs of 930
or higher. Programs scoring under the
threshold of 930 or a single-year mark of
900 are subject to penalties.
Also, for the seventh-straight year,
the U of M athletic program finished
among the league’s top two schools in
C-USA Commissioner’s Academic Medal
recipients. The Tigers had a school-record
60 student-athletes receive the medal.
Memphis narrowly finished second to
Tulsa’s 63 academic medal winners.
To receive the honor, student-athletes
must have a cumulative grade-point
average of 3.75 or higher.
This is the sixth-consecutive year the
number of Memphis student-athletes
receiving the C-USA Commissioner’s
Academic Medal has increased.
FA L L 2 012
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A
START
BY SARA HOOVER
Low-income residents of the Mid-South’s “food deserts” often have trouble obtaining fresh,
affordable food, resulting in a recent public outcry for a solution.
A project “driven” by the University of Memphis is set to address the problem.
for neighborhood revitalization. They decided

is still being used to develop the Green

their fruit and vegetables from the “Market

Half a century ago, South Memphians got

to combat food deserts, low-income areas that

Machine. The Union City, Tenn., native was

Man,” a neighbor who pushed a cart of his

lack access to healthy and affordable food.

also responsible for best practice research and

hand-grown produce down the streets and

Areas in South Memphis are considered food

yelled, “Market, market.” Women came out

deserts, according to USDA requirements. They

of their houses to buy fresh veggies — mainly

have no full-service supermarket or farmer’s

you see that food access is not universal,”

greens, squash and tomatoes.

market. Tennessee ranks 47th in overall health,

says Kangelos, who started on the project as a

and four of the top 10 causes of death within

graduate assistant. “This bus will provide a cheap

the state are food-related diseases.

and effective way to make a significant change in

While the Green Machine Mobile Food
Market is not a reinvention of the Market
Man, it has the same idea: to bring fresh,

South Memphis resident Marva Jones

many project aspects.
“From spending time in South Memphis,

the lives of many elderly and low-income people

locally grown fruits and vegetables to South

is eager for the bus. “It will enhance the

by providing them access to inexpensive and

Memphis neighborhoods that otherwise don’t

community because of the natural selections

nutritious food choices. You’d be surprised by

have access. The Green Machine is a farmer’s

provided and also the innovative way of

how many people don’t have access to a grocery

market on wheels, making weekly stops with a

providing food to the community, specifically

store because of a lack of transportation.”

converted Memphis Area Transit Authority bus.

the elderly who lack transportation,” she says.

Kangelos has worked to involve the

The idea began at a community meeting

U of M graduate students and alums have

last July, after the graduate program in city and

been involved since the beginning. Two classes

provide advertising on the bus to help offset

regional planning in the School of Urban Affairs

surveyed residents and held focus groups.

costs. It is possible, too, various Grizzly players

& Public Policy at the University of Memphis and

Aury Kangelos (MCRP ’12) created an

will take part in public service announcements

the Vance Avenue Collaborative received a grant

extensive business development plan that
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Memphis Grizzlies organization, which plans to

to promote healthy living.
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Recent grad Aury Kangelos (left) and Dr. Ken Reardon, director of the graduate program in the U of M’s
city and regional planning department, have spearheaded a project that will deliver fresh meal options
to Memphis’ “food deserts.”

Dr. Ken Reardon, director of the graduate program in city and regional
planning.
The team originally implemented a community garden, which was
successful, but served small numbers. A larger scale project was needed
to reach those bound by lack of transportation, child/elderly care or
physical disabilities.
Community resident Cathy Winterburn learned about Chicago’s
Fresh Moves, a mobile produce market, and thought it sounded like the
solution.
U of M graduate students did GIS mapping. The result: the food was in
one area and the people who needed it were in another.
The team identified five routes with 15 sites. The bus will run
weekdays and have three stops a day.
MATA is leasing the bus for $1 for one year. Architects Looney Ricks
Kiss donated their services to retrofitting the interior. Advertising agency
archer>malmo created the branding and public awareness campaign
pro bono.
A unique facet is the educational component. One quarter of the bus’
square footage is devoted to educational pamphlets and model menus

Eighty-five percent of Easy Way’s seasonal supply is local, within 200
miles of Memphis.
Both parties are open to Easy Way putting a brick-and-mortar store at busy
bus locations, so the Green Machine can find new under-served routes.
The Green Machine will “go green” in the future.
“Once we’re generating some income, we’d like to talk to our
funders about redirecting a portion from general operations for energy
enhancements,” says Reardon.
The bus is reducing its carbon footprint in other ways. The city has
agreed to help with a MLGW hookup service so the bus won’t run while
stopped. Bringing food to people eliminates multiple cars on the road.
Since the food supply is local, the shipping is much less than if it came
across the country or globe.
The bus will cost $250,000 a year initially and by the fourth year will
hopefully be self-sufficient.
The launch is planned for the fall.
If successful, the long-term goals would be expansion and replication.

— particularly for people who have pre-existing health conditions. The

First, expand into other cities in Shelby County and parts of Arkansas

University of Tennessee nursing program and Mid-South Food Bank have

and Mississippi, creating a regional network. The U of M, as a public

developed the materials.

university, would make the project materials available to other universities

The bus provided job creation. Three full-time positions were
developed: a driver and two sales/nutrition educators. St. Patrick’s

free of charge for replication.
“You only get lucky every so often in life and this is one of those

Community Outreach, a member of the Vance Avenue Collaborative, will

times where I’ve actually been blessed to work on something like

supervise the staff and manage the bus operation.

this,” Kangelos says. “A lot of people go their whole careers hoping

Easy Way will be the supplier.

for a project like this to come along and here I am getting to work on

“It’s a third-generation family-owned business in Memphis that has, in

something like this. It’s a blessing is all you can say.”

good times and bad times, offered high-quality fruits and vegetables in a
variety of neighborhoods, including low-income and working-class,” says
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

Organizations wanting to help fund the bus can contact Reardon at
901/678-2610.
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Lambuth
,
one year later
Nestled in a small neighborhood in Jackson, Tenn., near fertile farmland and just a stone’s throw
from where U of M President Shirley Raines grew up, the Lambuth Campus is flourishing
with increased enrollment and expanded facilities.

by Laura Fenton
In May 2011, Lambuth University philosophy professor Dr. Manning
Garrett III was teaching on borrowed time, a period he likened to The
Great Depression. As a huge financial crisis loomed over the small, private school that had been in existence since 1843, Garrett had chosen
to teach for a deferred payment, not knowing the end of the Lambuth
story after the school’s board of trustees voted to cease operations
in June 2011. Aware there could be little or no compensation at all,
Garrett and other professors taught May and summer courses anyway
so the final class of Lambuth University could graduate.
“We are teachers. We are professors. We are here for the students,”
says Garrett, now a U of M Lambuth Campus professor. “That’s what
we said all along, and I think we proved it to ourselves, to the community and to the students.”
16
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Garrett saw the situation with some irony. He had heard stories of
Lambuth professors who during the Depression had taught for half their
salary or had bartered to live free on campus in exchange for teaching.
“Part of the reason we were flourishing (before the 2011 financial
crisis) was because of their sacrifices,” Garrett says. “Well, some
people are saying that the sacrifices (faculty) made back then, that the
faculty who made sacrifices in 2011 were also demonstrating the same
commitment to students.”
With the school set to close for good June 30, the University of
Memphis quickly teamed up with the city of Jackson, Madison County,
West Tennessee Healthcare and the Jackson Energy Authority to revive
the campus before the fall 2011 semester began. After a busy transition, the school opened in August with about 300 students.
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

The University of Memphis Lambuth Campus, formerly Lambuth University, celebrates the completion
of its first year this fall. The campus now has more housing, a dining hall, bookstore, fitness center and
more classrooms open to accommodate students enrolled for fall.

Garrett and others lost tenure in the transition, but none of the events have hindered his
love of teaching and dedication to the students
and to Lambuth.
“I told my wife, ‘I’m committed right here,’”
he says. “I want to be a part of what’s going on
right here. There are new challenges, but there
is also the opportunity to be a part of something that in a few years is going to become
very, very successful in meeting needs in West
Tennessee and around Jackson.”

New beginnings
The U of M Lambuth Campus is nestled in
a quaint neighborhood, a place where houses
have whitewashed front porches. No vast
parking lots. No big-city bustle. No highrise buildings. Just a tranquil campus with
a simple brick entrance sign that still says
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

“Lambuth,” an intentional move, states Dan
Lattimore, dean of the Lambuth Campus and
dean of the University College.
“The name ‘U of M Lambuth Campus’ is
very valuable,” says Lattimore. “That tells
Lambuth alumni and people who live in
the Jackson area who have been a part of
Lambuth for years that we want to include
them in everything we do.”
This fall, the campus is home to about
550 total students. According to Lattimore,
“About 20 to 25 percent of those come
from Memphis.” The goal is to have overall
enrollment at 1,000 by the four-year mark.
To accommodate the increased enrollment,
more housing, a dining hall, bookstore, fitness
center and more classrooms are opening for
student use this fall.
Several familiar faces dot campus.

“Being from Jackson, I understood what
Lambuth meant to the community, because I
was part of the community,” says Dr. Renee
Murley, current Lambuth Campus faculty
member and former U of M Jackson Center
faculty member. “It was sad knowing that it
wasn’t going to be Lambuth (University) anymore, but then it was rewarding to know that
the U of M could continue that relationship
with the community.”
Candy Donald changed her mindset on the
first day of her “new” job.
“I may be going to the same building, the
same office, but this is a whole new job,” says
Donald, coordinator of student services and
operations for the Lambuth Campus. “I had
to make a clear distinction that first weekend
that Lambuth was my old job, and today I
start a whole new job. It’s a whole new university, it’s just the location is the same.”
Only the educational necessities were available
last fall. No housing, bookstore, campus recreFA L L 2 012
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Students Stephanie White (back) and Brandi Pruitt (front) live in the
Lambuth Campus residence hall.

Fast facts
The U of M Lambuth Campus will not participate in official Tiger
athletics because, according to Dean Dan Lattimore, “You can’t
compete against yourself.” The Lambuth Campus will have
intramural sports for students starting this fall. Sports on the
Lambuth Campus is the top question, said Lattimore.

a
U of M President Shirley Raines grew up in Bells, Tenn., which is
about 20 miles northwest of Jackson and the Lambuth campus.

a
All Lambuth Campus phone numbers have the same 678 prefix
as the main campus, so dialing between campuses requires
only the extension.

a
There’s a planetarium on the Lambuth Campus, which is the
only planetarium in west Tennessee other than the one at the
Pink Palace Museum in Memphis.
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ation center or dining hall were open. The University could not renovate any
of these areas until December 2011 when the official deed was transferred to
the U of M. The campus had been leased to the University until that point.
All students transferring from Lambuth University were given credit
for every course taken at Lambuth so as not to delay progress toward
graduation. The process was slow, but students were patient.
“It was chaotic the first part of the semester,” says Dr. Kelly Mollica,
Fogelman College of Business & Economics faculty member and former
Jackson Center faculty. “I would have thought there would have been
complaints from students about things not being available, things not
being in place yet, the hours of the computer lab, those sort of things, but
students have been very supportive and, in fact, grateful that we’re here.”
Brandi Pruitt, a freshman in nursing, says the allure of small classes
and a rural school with “the backing of a big university” drew her to
Lambuth, but the lack of campus housing meant she had to commute
30 miles from Lexington, Tenn., for classes.
“Now that we have campus housing, I feel like I’m more involved and
know what’s going on,” Pruitt says.
Staying involved in campus life is one of the initiatives made possible
through the Campus Life Grant, which is available for the fall 2012
semester to full-time students (freshman and transfer students) choosing to live on campus. The grant covers all living expenses in exchange
for students who agree to become leaders in campus organizations and
activities.
Like Pruitt, Valarie Lewis decided to commute to school each day,
but her drive was a bit longer. Lewis, a nursing student, commuted from
Memphis each day and found “it was worth it.”
Now that students can live on campus, Lewis enjoys dorm life and is
a resident assistant for the Oxley Commons residence hall.
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

“Your teachers know you, they pretty much
know if something is wrong and they know
who you are as a person, as opposed to just a
person in the class,” she explains.

The tradition lives on
Sidney Burngasser, an August 2012 graduate and former Lambuth student, mourned
the loss of Lambuth University by practically
buying out the bookstore before it closed.
Burngasser is a member of the first graduating class of the U of M Lambuth Campus.
The campus has always felt like home, especially since he grew up four streets away from
the school.
“It’s a really beautiful place that’s full of
tradition,” he says. “I was so connected to this
campus and the student body that it felt like this
was where I needed to stay. This was home.”
U of M employee Lisa Warmath, a former 20-year Lambuth staff member, says
Lambuth remains true to its mission.
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

“I made a very conscious decision a couple
of years ago to stick things (out) to the end for
the students,” she says. “That’s honestly what
got me through some of the most difficult times.
That’s what we’re about – the students. When
you keep that in focus, it helps you do what
needs to done. I knew, in my heart, the worst
thing was to have this place be boarded up.”

Welcome,
Lambuth alumni!
You are now receiving The University
of Memphis Magazine, published
three times a year and sent to all
alumni. Send us your news and recent
accomplishments so we can share
them with your fellow alums!
Email class notes to
gmaxey@memphis.edu.

FA L L 2 012

19

20

FA L L 2 012

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Realizing
the dream

The University’s Empowering the Dream campaign is the school’s most ambitious funding initiative
in its 100-year history. Faculty and staff are helping to lead the way in realizing its ultimate goal.

BY GREG RUSSELL
University of Memphis associate vice president for Development
Bobby Prince has a number of excellent reasons alumni and friends of
the University should feel inclined to take part in the Empowering the
Dream centennial campaign — 1,130 of them to be exact.
That is the precise number of U of M faculty and staff members
who have made the choice to support the University’s most ambitious
campaign in its 100-year history. The figure represents nearly half of
the 2,500 employees at the University, and is a 183 percent increase in
employee giving since the launch of the initiative Sept. 15, 2011.
The goal of Empowering the Dream is to secure $250 million by June
30, 2013; about $212 million has been raised so far. The funds will go
toward constructing crucial, state-of-the-art learning facilities, supporting
endowments for chairs and professorships, and providing increased scholarship opportunities for the U of M’s budding student population.
Prince says strong faculty and staff participation conveys a valuable
message that the U of M is deserving of support.
“Faculty and staff give back to the University every single day through
their valued and important work,” he says. “Contributing monetarily
on top of that is especially meaningful because it communicates to our
alumni how much we believe in the University’s ability to change lives.”
Empowering the Dream campaign co-chair Charles Biggers, a U of
M professor of biology, agrees.
“University of Memphis faculty and staff members experience firsthand the needs that exist among our students and programs,” he says.
“By giving back, my colleagues and I are leading the charge in shaping
the University’s future.”
Prince says the varied stories of the U of M employees who have
donated are countless.
“A particularly compelling story comes from one of our residence
halls where all 20 of the custodians who work in the building made a
gift to the campaign,” Prince says. “They were not large gifts, but each
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

one confirmed an understanding of the impact this campaign will have
on the University and in our community.”
Prince stresses, “It’s not necessarily how much that you give, but that
you do give.”
“That’s the message we want to convey to our alumni and friends,”
he says. “We’ve received gifts ranging from $1 to those of seven figures
that established endowments that will last in perpetuity. Every gift is
impactful.”
Co-chair Calvin Strong, both an alumnus and employee of the
University, says all are invited to make a campaign commitment.
“By investing in our University, employees demonstrate to our alumni
and friends how much we value, believe in and support our University,”
says Strong, U of M director of building and landscape services.
The reasons faculty and staff say they have donated are as diverse as
the employee population itself.
“I am an associate professor at the University,” says theatre and
dance faculty member Anita Jo Lenhart. “I was born into a family of
very humble means. My personal dream of completing college and
ultimately earning a terminal degree was made possible only because
of donors and money designated to support educational programs. The
scholarships and awards that I was able to win as an undergraduate
student helped me buy books, pay tuition and focus on academics.
“When I look back at how my life has unfolded, I am so grateful to
those who realized how important it is to give to higher education,”
Lenhart continues. “They touched my life in a very vital way and
because of them, I have been able to touch the lives of students for
more than 25 years. They believed in empowering the dream of education — and my dream became a reality. I want to do the same.”
Staff members have been as equally enthusiastic in giving.
“I believe the Empowering the Dream campaign will fulfill the aspirations and gifts of our future leaders, our students, who are the torchFA L L 2 012 2 1

Top, U of M biology professor Charles Biggers (left) and building and landscape services director Calvin
Strong are serving as Empowering the Dream campaign co-chairs. Bottom, an artist’s rendering of the
proposed new facility for nursing and communication sciences and disorders.

bearers of tomorrow,” says Brenda Butler, a
longtime employee in the Office of the Bursar.
“Everyone deserves an opportunity to make a
contribution to this marvelous world. Where
better than the U of M is the best place for
them to establish their leadership foundation?”
Peggy Hall, residence life staff member,
says, “The University allowed me to follow my
career dreams in accounting. I love having the
opportunity to share my experience with others
as I have traveled the country and met many different people. I have such fond memories of my
professors, administrators and fellow students.
I have been fortunate enough to encourage my
sister to follow my in footsteps, and now her son
is a student here at the University of Memphis.
We love the connection the University experience gives us. It is just another layer to our
family conversations.”
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Prince says the campaign committee
approached faculty and staff members from
across the University to act as “champions” by
helping spread the importance of the campaign
to fellow employees. He says the response was
most gratifying.
“We planned for 30 volunteers, but 68
faculty and staff enthusiastically agreed to
communicate the importance of the campaign
to their fellow employees. Each person we asked
responded positively.”
About $12 million of the raised campaign
money has already gone toward new and renovated facilities like the Cecil C. Humphreys
School of Law and its move downtown. The
School of Law often has the highest bar exam
passage rate of any university in the state.
Other monies will be used to construct new
learning facilities for three of the U of M’s

most highly regarded programs: music, nursing and communication sciences and disorders. The campaign will also foster innovative
research, something of particular importance
to U of M professor of behavioral neuroscience Charles Blaha.
“Cutting-edge research that is timely and
relevant has the potential to improve our health,
humanity, environment and education,” Blaha
says. “The University of Memphis, through its
faculty and student research, can be a catalyst
for change and help meet the challenges of
today’s society. To sustain advanced research
requires generous financial support. Private
support plays a key role in financing the facilities, personnel and means to conduct this necessary research and do more of it.”
University President Shirley Raines says
she hopes alumni will see the impact their
support can have on the University.
“During this defining moment, we each share
responsibility for this great University’s future
of achievement and service,” says Raines.
“Through partnership with alumni, friends
and community leaders, the U of M will realize its role as the major metropolitan research
University that this region needs and deserves.
In doing so, we will empower the next generation
of Dreamers, Thinkers and Doers.”
For information on how to give, visit www.
memphis.edu/campaign.

Empowering the Dream
will continue through June 30, 2013.
More information about the campaign
and ways to contribute are available
online at www.memphis.edu/campaign
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A new grant is allowing
U of M researchers to study how
sounds infants make early in life
play into speech development,
thus allowing scientists a way to
develop tools to determine early
risk markers for communicative
disorders such as autism and
language delay.

pairs are already being recorded. When mothers
and babies come to the laboratory, they find a
room set up as a standard playroom or nursery.

“Across the first months of life, infants develop

“Babies wear a vest with a small wireless

fascinating to Drs. D. Kimbrough

sounds that are foundations for speech, and they

microphone in a pocket on the chest area,”

Oller and Eugene Buder. The

use these baby sounds to communicate with

says Oller. “This allows for crisp recordings of

two U of M professors of

their caregivers,” Oller says. “They do so in a way

the child’s sounds without interfering with the

that reveals a key feature of speech.

child’s movement. Because the microphone

very sound a baby makes is

Communication Sciences and Disorders
observe the ways infants squeal, growl and

“Anything you say, you can say with different

is close to the infant’s mouth, the recordings

make vowel sounds to develop tools that can

emotional content. For example, you can

are much better than if the microphone were

determine early risk markers for communicative

say words or sentences in a happy or angry

somewhere else in the room. Mothers and

disorders such as autism, hearing impairment or

tone, using different facial expressions and

babies are recorded several times a month in

language delay.

intonation. You can express a variety of

the laboratory.”

Oller and Buder are co-directors of the U of
M’s Vocal and Speech Development Project.
The research team will be working with a new

emotional attitudes regardless of the words or
sentences you use.
“Babies show they can also express

During the recordings, mothers also wear
microphones so there are two channels of
audio being recorded at all times.
“This allows for better judgments on exactly

$2.7 million grant from the National Institutes

themselves with squeals, growls and vowels

of Health over the next five years, a follow-up

in the first months of life. It seems no other

who is speaking in the audio recordings, an

to prior funding from the same agency to the

primate has that kind of vocal flexibility at any

important feature in the procedure because the

Memphis team.

age. That’s one reason we think the infant

mothers often imitate the babies and can sound

sounds are important foundations for speech.”

remarkably like them,” says Buder.

The fundamental intention of the research is to

The intense longitudinal study will involve

Eight cameras in the room offer various

the sounds of speech, says Oller, who holds

hundreds of hours of recording on each of 12

angles for video recording. Two cameras are

the Plough Chair of Excellence in the School of

normally developing babies across a 30-month

selected at each moment by remote control

Communication Sciences and Disorders.

period for each baby. Three baby-and-mother

from an adjacent room to record both a

determine how human infants come to develop
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(Left) Research team members (from left to
right): Dr. Kim Oller, Chia-Cheng Lee, Neeraja
Rangisetty, Yuna Jhang, Dr. Eugene Buder and
Anne Warlaumont. (Below) Interactions between
a baby and mother are recorded in a laboratory
set up to resemble a playroom.

analysis procedures developed in the Memphis
laboratory will be applied to information in a
database from the LENA Research Foundation
in Boulder, Colo., which has 80,000 hours of
recordings made in the homes of hundreds
of infants and children. The collaborative work
aims to create automated tools to determine
risk markers for important disorders of
communication.
“The Vocal and Speech Development
Project is primarily basic research on infant
development, but the findings may soon be
applicable to the work of pediatricians, speechlanguage pathologists, and other health care
close-up of the baby’s face and a view of

be a bid to enter into the conversation. Mothers

the interaction between baby and mother.

react naturally to baby’s bids for attention and

In the lab, mothers are instructed to think of

may engage the baby in dialogue.

the recording room as a home away from

“Mother and the infant negotiate about

home. All interactions are naturalistic with only

the functions of the infant sounds, even before

minimal protocol restrictions. For example,

the baby is really using speech and language,”

in some sessions the mother is instructed to

says Buder.

interact normally with the child, while other

Buder added that the grant also focuses

times she is asked to read alone and allow the

on how mothers initiate and respond vocally

baby to play in the room.

and on how the interactions change

“(Mothers) have a lot of intuitive awareness
of what the baby’s sounds are about and what
they express emotionally,” Oller says. “They

recordings (using a battery-

react to baby sounds very effectively while

powered recorder that fits into

they are going on. They seem to know how

the infant’s clothing) are also

to communicate with the baby and how to

made regularly to complement

interpret the sounds of the infants emotionally.

the laboratory work. Online

Mothers often mimic the sounds of the baby

diaries are completed by the

and gauge the baby’s emotional state from the

mothers to give even more

sounds and the associated facial expressions.”

information about how the

sounds, occasionally vocalizing what seems to

W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

with the research study should contact the
project coordinator, Dr. Edina Bene, at ebene@
memphis.edu or they can call the laboratory at
(901) 545-8850.

In addition to the laboratory
recordings, all-day home

and the other adult talk, the baby may make

Prospective parents interested in participating

the baby is using.

the child goes on to real speech. But they

and speak with the mother. While the mother

Parent and infant participants are recruited
from birthing classes at local hospitals.

according to the types of vocalizations

may not remember this as time passes and

Sometimes another adult will enter the room

workers,” Oller says.

babies are learning to vocalize and
communicate with sound.
Information gathered from these
intensive observations and automated
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From left, Joe Jackson, James White
and Tarik Black at the Finch Center.

U of M junior James White
overcomes huge odds
to pursue a dream
on the basketball court.

by Greg Russell
26
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James White gathers in the
missed free throw from Joe Jackson.
He fires it back to the Memphis point
guard at the free throw line during a
practice session in the Finch Center
in midsummer. At first glance, the
moment might appear insignificant.
But White, a U of M junior, thought
just a few years earlier he would
never run the length of the court
again — much less have the strength
to pick up a basketball. Suddenly, the
simple interchange reminds us to
never take anything for granted.
In the spring of 1998, University of
Memphis basketball manager James White
was living the perfect life. His family had
taken him on a spring break trip to Orlando,
Fla., to watch his two idols play in a game for
the Orlando Magic. A trip to Disney World
was also in the works. For a first-grader,
things couldn’t get much better. But that is
precisely when things began to fall apart.
“We were at Disney World in Orlando,”
recalls James. “We had asked people to take
care of our house. Well, somebody left a lamp
on the bed and the house caught fire. The
main thing I was concerned about, being 6
years old, was that the Orlando Magic had
Penny Hardaway and Shaquille O’Neal and
that we were going to have to leave a day early
and wouldn’t get to see the Magic play. Oh
man, I was disappointed.”
When the Whites returned home, the family discovered the house had burned to the
ground. All possessions were lost. “That was
a rough time,” James says.
“All right, move on with your life,” he
thought. After all, church members were
helping the family get back on its feet. He
had the whole summer to look forward to. It’s
hard, after-all, to keep a 6-year-old down.
But something was still not right.
Bumps soon began appearing on James’
head. Mysterious bumps that wouldn’t go
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

away. “I tried shampoos, everything,” James
says. Neither the family’s general practitioner
nor a dermatologist had the answer.
But a doctor at Le Bonheur Children’s
Hospital possibly did.
“I can remember the date, June 6, 1998,”
recalls James’ dad, Bill White. “He had a
biopsy at Le Bonheur and the results came
back inconclusive, but the white blood cells
were a little elevated. We were a little worried. So they drew more blood and when this
blood test came back, his white cell count was
very high.
Doctors told the Whites the worst: they
suspected leukemia.
“They told us we needed to be at St. Jude
(Children’s Research Hospital) at 9 a.m. the
next day for more tests,” Bill says.

High stakes
At St. Jude, exactly three months to the day
after James’ dream trip to Orlando had been
cut short, the family learned that James had
T-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL)
and a small mass in his chest. Dr. Bassem
Razzouk told the family James would need
stronger treatment than is used for children
who have the common form of ALL.
“St. Jude is very straightforward with the
patients and the parents,” Bill says. “James
was on the exam table when the doctor came in
and said, ‘James, you have cancer.’ I remember
my son had tears welling up in his eyes.”
It was a hard moment for the White family
to fathom.
“When your child is diagnosed with cancer,
it really resonates,” Bill continues. “You think,
‘No, God, not my child.’ Your child is your gift.
I recall my wife saying how surreal it was.”
Bill says the family’s faith helped.
“I knew he’d be healed, either here or in
heaven. I just didn’t know in whose hands, in
ours or in God’s.
For James, life took a sudden turn.
“When you are that young, you don’t
understand the magnitude of it,” James says.
“You are just thinking, ‘Oh man, I’ve got to go
to the doctor.’ You are not thinking this is any
life-threatening situation.”
That quickly changed.
FA L L 2 012
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White, an accountancy major, already appears to be on track for his latest challenge: to be a head
basketball coach at the collegiate level. He guided a high school team to a perfect 10-0 record during
a University of Michigan player development camp in July. (Photos by Lindsey Lissau)

“They get you right into treatment at St.
Jude. It is called the induction phase,” James
explains. “I hated it. I must have stayed in
the hospital for most of the summer as an
inpatient. They are poking and prodding and
drawing blood. They’re giving you treatments
right off the bat, giving you 11 pills every
three hours. I was so young I didn’t even know
how to swallow pills. I had to learn.”
For the next three-and-a-half years, James
underwent chemotherapy treatments at St. Jude.
“It is an interesting journey when you enter
the doors at St. Jude,” says Bill. “I had been
a lifelong Memphian and I had always heard
about the hospital but I really never knew
what went on inside. They practice medicine
the way it is meant to be. They practice it
to save your life. They are not there for the
money. In fact, no family ever pays St. Jude
for anything.”

Time out
James was finding out how unfair life can
turn out to be.
“At that age, you just want to be playing
outside, having fun, going to movies,” James
28
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recalls. “My sports were taken away from me.
I was distraught. I was angry.”
He would suffer side effects including a
stroke, seizures, shingles, chicken pox and
histoplasmosis.
James endured treatments for what he says
seemed like a lifetime. But the end was in
sight. St. Jude doctors had given the goahead for a party that is thrown to celebrate
a patient’s last chemo treatment. A cake was
ordered. The Discovery Channel arrived to
film the event for a documentary about children with cancer.
But the day of the party, doctors — doing
a routine last check — found James had
relapsed. For the next year and a half, he
underwent treatments that were even more
aggressive.
“The fourth grade was during my relapse
phase,” James says. “I had never been under
such intense treatment before. You don’t want
to be a cancer patient anymore. You don’t
want to have to go for treatment every week.
You see your friends going to swim. I couldn’t
learn to swim because I had something in my
chest that couldn’t get wet.
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

White says his fourth-grade year was the
toughest when his chemotherapy treatments
intensified. He is pictured with former Memphis
Grizzlies’ player Jason Williams. (Photo courtesy
of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital)

“I was on steroids. I was over 100 pounds in
fourth grade. I had no stamina, no strength. I
remember shooting a free throw, an air ball.”
Which, for James, was a telling moment.
Basketball had always been the focal point of
his life. He played church ball but he didn’t
make the team in middle school. James pursued
the sport at basketball camps, even during
weeks when he was undergoing chemotherapy.
Bill recalls one particular day during a
Bubba Luckett (BBA ’83) basketball camp at
Christian Brothers High School during James’
toughest year of treatment.
“He had a chemo treatment on a Wednesday. It was a very tough day for him,” Bill
says. “Well, he wakes up on a Thursday and
says, ‘Can I go to the basketball camp?’ We
take him. During the game he gets nauseated.
We take him out of the gym and he throws up.
He then asks if we can go back in and watch.
We’re watching the game and he says, ‘Daddy,
can I go back in and play?’ That’s how much
he loves the game.”
James, who says his parents would take him
to games even when he was a baby, remembers that Tiger basketball helped him through
many of his toughest times.
“During the time I had cancer, I got a phone
call from (then-coach) John Calipari,” James
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

says. “I can’t tell you how much that really
made my day. He called me up and said, ‘Hey
James, I heard you’ve been battling cancer.
You are in my thoughts and prayers. Anytime
you want to come by practice, you can and
hang out with the players.’ So every Friday
afternoon, that’s when my dad got off work
early, we’d go watch the Tigers practice.”
The air ball James had shot earlier in the
year ended up being the low moment; in May
of 2002, life would begin to return to normal
as James finished treatment.

A new challenge
Bill White knows when he sees his son’s
number come up on his cell phone what to
expect.
“You can hear basketballs bouncing in the
background,” says White with a laugh. “Almost
always. He puts in 50 to 55 hours a week with
the basketball team. That is his life.”
After his last chemotherapy treatment in
2002, James made the White Station varsity
team and was part of a state championship with
current Tiger Joe Jackson. When he realized
he didn’t have a future as a college player, he
decided he wanted to become a college head
coach — something he knows won’t be easy
not having played beyond high school.

He is hoping the Finch Center will be his
launching pad: he served as a team manager
last year and will move up to video coordinator this season.
“More and more when you do video type of
stuff, you learn everything about the game,
the x’s and the o’s,” says James. “You share
your knowledge of the game and the coaches
get to know you. You see a lot of coaches coming from the type of background that I will
see in my junior and senior year.
“After that, I hope to get a graduate assistant type of coaching position. When you get
a position like that, you are like a coach in
the making.”
James says he is indebted to Memphis
coach Josh Pastner for giving him the opportunity to work with the team. “I have learned
so much from him. He has been a great mentor. He, Jimmy Williams, the other coaches,
they all have been great.”
James’ story of twice surviving a fatal form
of cancer hasn’t been lost on the team.
“If you see him now, you wouldn’t know what
he went through back then,” says Jackson, his
former teammate at White Station. “We see him
as one of us, not as a manager, but as a player.
He is there any time we need him.”
Tiger center Tarik Black says he didn’t
know of James’ battle with cancer until a team
trip to St. Jude.
“That is when he told us the story, how he
overcame it, “Black says. “I mean, we are
players and sometimes we think we have it
tough. But look at what he went through. It
makes us realize how blessed we are. It puts
everything into perspective.”
James only on occasion discusses the
spring when many of his hopes seemingly
were dashed because of cancer; he prefers to
dwell on the present.
“I am working for the Tigers — it is a
dream come true,” he says. “Working for the
hometown team, there is nothing like it.”
FA L L 2 012
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One professor says if this University of Memphis student
could be cloned, the world would be a better place.

Sparksof
Wisdom

by Gabrielle Maxey
Even among a classroom full of honors
students, Melanie Sparks stood out. “She was
about as close to perfect in my Honors General Chemistry I and II classes as I’ve ever had,”
recalls Dr. Richard Petersen, associate professor of chemistry at the University of Memphis.
So close, in fact, that she finished in the 99th
percentile on the national standardized General
Chemistry final exam.
Sparks’ intuitive questions and mastery of
concepts caught the attention of other professors
as well. At a start-of-semester ice cream social,
chemistry professor Dr. Yongmei Wang invited
Sparks to join her research team. She has worked
with the Wang Group since her freshman year,
doing computational modeling on ribosomal proteins. By studying the crystal structure, “We can
have better means to come up with antibodies
that differentiate between bacterial and human
ribosomes,” Sparks says, eventually leading to
development of new drugs.
“I attribute her excellence in research to her
strong self-motivation,” Wang says, noting that
Sparks spent additional time outside class searching for online tutorials for the new software and
operating system she was learning. “Her writing
reflects her deep understanding of the subject. It
will be a delight to see how she matures into an
independent scientist in the future.”
As a sophomore, Sparks also began doing
research with Dr. Daniel Baker on experimental
expression and isolation of the sphingosine
kinase 1 enzyme. “Once we are comfortable with how the enzyme functions, we will
ramp up rational drug design to block enzyme
activity, which has been shown to be critical
in cancer and inflammatory diseases,” says
Baker, assistant professor of chemistry who
also taught Sparks in a bioorganic chemistry
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Fast facts
about Goldwater
Scholarships

W The Barry M. Goldwater
Scholarship and Excellence
in Education Program was
established by Congress in 1986
to honor Sen. Barry M. Goldwater,
who served his country for 56
With her sights set on a PhD, chemistry major Melanie Sparks won the highly coveted Barry M.
Goldwater Scholarship this spring.

years as a soldier and statesman,
including 30 years of service in
the U.S. Senate.

course. “Melanie has an inquiring mind and an

in 2011. A junior chemistry major and member

admirable work ethic. She seamlessly balances

of the Helen Hardin Honors Program, she is

coursework with these two projects without

one of 282 recipients chosen from a field of

W The purpose of the Foundation

any one dominating the other. She is a gem of

1,123 students nominated by their universities.

is to provide a continuing source

an undergraduate student and researcher.”
It is extremely rare for a chemistry student

Sparks’ research also has taken her on the

of highly qualified scientists,

road. She has presented her work at such

mathematicians and engineers by

to work on two research teams. Sparks’ pro-

venues as the National Conference on Under-

ductivity and “big picture” understanding of

graduate Research in Ogden, Utah, and at the

awarding scholarships to college

her research and its significance set her apart

Posters at the Capitol event in Nashville.

from a typical undergraduate student, says Dr.

So how does an honors student with an

students who intend to pursue
careers in these fields.

Abby Parrill, professor and chair of chemistry.

ultra-demanding academic and research

“Melanie maintained an excellent semester

schedule unwind after long hours in the lab?

W Many recipients have

average with a 19-hour course load while mak-

For Sparks, it’s taekwondo. She earned a red

dual majors in a variety

ing substantial contributions to two research

belt in the Korean traditional martial art while

of mathematics, science,

projects and giving presentations on both proj-

attending Collierville High School and picked it

ects at regional and national meetings of the

back up during her junior year of college. “It’s

engineering and computer

American Chemical Society (ACS). If we could

my outlet, a way to get my energy out,” she

clone Melanie Sparks, my imagination is not

says. “I go to Midtown Taekwondo. The people

large enough to envision all the improvements

there are so nice. It’s challenging, but still fun.”

the world would see.”
The Collierville resident enjoys the collaborative nature of research. “Being immersed in

Sparks plans to pursue a PhD in chemistry, a
journey that will likely take her out of Tennessee.
“Melanie is very driven,” Baker says.

disciplines.
W Nearly all Goldwater Scholarship
recipients intend to pursue a PhD.
W In 2002, University of Memphis

research is a great experience. It’s challenging but

“Recently I asked her what her current GPA

sophomore Alex Brueggeman

rewarding,” Sparks says. “We’re like a big family.”

was. She responded ‘3.95’ in an almost embar-

became the youngest student

This spring Sparks was named a recipi-

rassed way. Her less than 4.0 resulted from

ent of the Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship, a

taking 19 credits while working on two sepa-

to receive the prestigious

prestigious national award given to students

rate research projects. When I first met Melanie

who plan to pursue research-oriented careers

she told me she wanted to go to pharmacy

in science, mathematics or engineering. The

school. One of my proudest accomplishments

scholarship is worth up to $7,500 for her final

has been to help convince her she can and

year of undergraduate study. Sparks received

should go to graduate school in chemistry and

Lynn Harrell Jr. and biology major

an honorable mention for the Goldwater award

make her own mark as a researcher.”

Michael Lazarowicz.
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scholarship at age 12.
W The U of M had two Goldwater
recipients in 2003 – geology major
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Supporting the University of Memphis is a big part of what it
means to be a Tiger. One important way is by making a gift.
Large or small, every gift counts, and when you add them all up,
those donations go a long way.
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September 10-14
Join us for Give TiGers Give, a one week, all-out effort to support the U of M
and the Empowering the Dream Centennial Campaign.
For more information about supporting the University of Memphis, visit www.memphis.edu/campaign
or contact us at 901.678.5664 or at umannualgiving@memphis.edu.
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“The U of M’s legacy is to serve as the focal
point for academia, sports and business
relations within the local community.”

ALUMNI REVIEW

Jon McGlothian (EMBA ’97),
Co-founder and president of
The Mt. Olivet Group
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IN MEMORIAM

Photos capture
glamorous career
By Gabrielle Maxey

As a photo editor for AP Images,
Julia Weeks finds herself on the front
lines of premier entertainment and
sporting events.
It may not have been a glass slipper
like Cinderella’s, but Julia Weeks did lose her
shoe at a ball. The Metropolitan Museum of Art
Costume Institute gala to be specific.
As a photo editor for AP Images, Weeks
(BA ’06) edits photos in the field for movie
premieres, Fashion Week and awards shows
in New York. The annual gala celebrates the
opening of the Met’s fashion exhibit at the
Costume Institute. In May she was running
photo memory cards for AP photographers
outside on the red carpet to an editing station
inside the museum, where she and her team
edited the photos. “My job was to retrieve
the memory cards while the celebrities were
entering the museum. I had to wear a (couture)
dress and everything. Before the event really got
going, I was hurrying up the stairs to where one
of our photographers was, and I lost my shoe.
I found it quickly, but at the cost of a few good
laughs from photographers and them telling me
to get out of the frames of their photos.”
The Met gala attracts A-list celebrities like
Jessica Alba, Scarlett Johansson, Gwyneth
Paltrow, Gisele Bundchen and Cate Blanchett.
“They turn out in full force to get a sneak peek
of the opening. The celebs dress to the nines
in beautiful gowns and walk up the steps of
the Met Museum, where they’re photographed
entering the fashion exhibit.”
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AP Images photo editor Julia Weeks shakes hands with AP CEO Tom Curley after accepting the Oliver
S. Gramling Scholarship to study digital marketing at New York University’s School of Professional
and Continuing Education.

This spring Weeks marked her five-year
anniversary working at AP Images, a division
of the Associated Press. AP Images provides
editorial and creative photographs, videos,
graphics and interactives to professional image
buyers.
Weeks edits, color corrects and writes captions
for images sent from photographers in the field
for posting online. She has to stay on top of
breaking news stories to create featured events
and showcases on the homepage and social
media. Weeks processes raw content from photo
shoots that have been identified as major events.
This can involve working overnight shifts posting
images from events like the Academy Awards,
Emmys, Grammys, Screen Actors Guild Awards
and President Barack Obama’s inauguration in
2009.

Weeks’ job puts her in contact with AP
staff from bureaus around the world. She
gets to interact with Pulitzer Prize-winning
photographers. Weeks also serves as a liaison
between the AP Images sales team and AP
photographers to fill requests for photos. Their
customers include newspapers, magazines, book
publishers, online sites and individuals who want
to purchase personal prints.
While she’s busy as an editor, Weeks tries
to find time to do her own photography. She
has photographed singers Rihanna and Norah
Jones in concert and shot the University of
Memphis basketball team at the Coaches vs.
Cancer Classic at Madison Square Garden. “That
was awesome since I’m a huge basketball and
Tigers fan,” says Weeks. “Sitting on the sidelines
at Madison Square Garden was such a surreal
FA L L 2 012
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Julia Weeks has photographed a diverse assortment of events for AP, including (from left): the jammer for the Brooklyn Bombshells skating past the
Sockit Wenches of Seattle during their Roller Derby bout at Hunter College Sportsplex in New York; singer Rihanna performing at the Nokia Theatre in
New York; and thousands of people practicing yoga in New York’s Times Square to mark the summer solstice. (AP Photos/Julia Weeks)

experience since I’ve watched so many games
there on TV.”
One of her prized possessions is a New
York Police Department press pass that allows
her to cross police barricades. “This comes in
handy when I’m photographing street festivals
and parades in New York,” Weeks says. “I’ve
photographed the famous Halloween parade in
Greenwich Village, the Gay Pride parade and the
New York Giants Super Bowl victory parade.”
The most memorable event she has
photographed, though, may have been the
reaction in the New York State Senate Chamber
in Albany when lawmakers legalized gay
marriage in New York. “It was a special moment
that I will never forget. Right now, I’m really into
taking photos on my iPhone, applying cool filters
in Instagram and sharing them with my friends.”
Recently Weeks won the $3,000 Oliver S.
Gramling Scholarship to pursue a certificate in
digital marketing at New York University’s School
of Continuing and Professional Studies. She
has completed three of the six courses for the
certificate and is enrolled in another class this
34
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summer. The courses so far have emphasized
social media. The last three courses will be more
marketing-centric, where she’ll learn how to
measure the results of her social media efforts.
With the scholarship and classes, Weeks and
a colleague are maintaining the AP Images’
Facebook, Twitter and Google+ accounts.
“We post everything from breaking news
and outstanding photos to features, historical
content and anything in between that generates
interest. I’m thrilled to be studying digital media
marketing at NYU and managing the AP Images’
social networks. I’m looking forward to putting
my experience to good use.”
While at the U of M, Weeks worked as a
photography assistant in the Department
of Marketing, Communications and Public
Relations and was a photographer for The
Daily Helmsman. Before she joined the AP she
worked as a photographer for the NBA’s New
Jersey Nets. During the games, she mostly did
promotional shots like celebrities in attendance,
the dance team, mascot, sponsors and contests
on center court. “It was a great gig because I was

able to roam around the arena while the game
was taking place,” she says. “I photographed
and met celebrities sitting courtside like Jay-Z,
Beyoncé, Magic Johnson, James Gandolfini and
Eva Longoria. This was super exciting because
I’m a huge entertainment fan.”
Since working at the AP, it’s been one of
Weeks’ goals to edit photos at the Academy
Awards and at the Cannes Film Festival in France.
Her persistence paid off, and last year she
landed both assignments.
Working at an awards show is a much different
experience than watching one on TV, says
Weeks. The 25-member AP crew for the Oscars
worked out of a hotel which was connected to
the Kodak Theatre (now the Dolby Theatre),
where the event was held. As soon as the red
carpet photographers took a photo, an image
appeared on their computer screen. “We must
have looked at thousands of photos that night
and moved hundreds of images to the AP photo
wire and AP Images archive,” says Weeks.
A couple of hours after the show ended,
Weeks had her only celebrity sighting of the
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

night. “Since we were in a room next to the
theatre, we didn’t see any celebrities during the
show. But as we were getting ready to leave the
venue, I saw Justin Timberlake and his mom get
into their car. Justin walked right by me, and I’ve
always regretted not telling him that I am from
Memphis.”
At the glamorous Cannes festival, Weeks and
her team worked 12- to 14-hour days editing
photos from an office in the basement of the
Palais des Festivals et des Congrés, where the
event takes place.
“My favorite part of the day happened each
morning when I first arrived at the office,” Weeks
remembers. “I would go outside the back of the
Palais, where actors were dropped off for their
daily photo calls.” She was able to snap photos
of such stars as Penelope Cruz, Kirsten Dunst,
Jodie Foster, Brad Pitt and Johnny Depp. “Johnny
Depp took a nontraditional approach and arrived
in style by way of boat at the marina. He was
especially fun to watch,” says Weeks.
And she didn’t lose a shoe on the stairs.

The Young Alumni Committee hosted a Blue Moon Masquerade during the Alumni Association’s
Reunion Weekend in April. Among the revelers were (from left) Spencer McDaniel, Karimeh McDaniel,
Zack Daniel, Ashley Bradshaw, Jim Arth and Jessica Arth.

The University of Memphis wishes to acknowledge the
generous gifts of its donors, including the following:
Dr. Thomas Gettelfinger, a nationally renowned ophthalmologist at MECA, made a gift of $30,000 toward the Bioinformatics program. Although not
an alumnus, Gettelfinger has been involved with the U of M as a member of the Dean’s Advisory Board for the College of Arts & Sciences. Each year
the board assists the College in planning Great Conversations, an event which highlights the diversity, community outreach and exciting research of the
College by allowing professors to lead informal table discussions about their areas of expertise. It was through Great Conversations that Gettelfinger
learned about the Bioinformatics program. Bioinformatics is a rapidly growing interdisciplinary field that combines mathematical and computer sciences
with biology and/or medicine. Bioinformatics provides the tools to understand complex biological systems ranging from entire ecological systems and
specific human diseases to cellular and molecular networks.
Triumph Bank has made a five-year commitment to sponsor the Innovation Boot Camp, a new program of the Crews Ventures Lab. With the opening
of the Crews Ventures Lab, the U of M has an opportunity to play an even larger role in the building of an innovation-based economy in the Mid-South.
“We’re excited about this new partnership,” says Kevin Boggs, assistant vice president for technology transfer. “The Triumph Bank Innovation Boot Camp
is one key initiative through which entrepreneurship will be supported by the CVL.” The two-day workshop will give participants intensive training in a
disciplined approach to idea generation. The inaugural Triumph Bank Innovation Boot Camp will be hosted by the CVL in spring 2013.
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Morris recently made a $100,000 gift toward the University’s Community Health Building, a long-awaited home for the Loewenberg
School of Nursing and the School of Communication Sciences and Disorders. “This building is a ‘win-win-win’ for our community,” says Jack Morris. “It
will help satisfy an increasing shortage of nurses. It will produce highly-skilled, baccalaureate-prepared nurses who are equipped to care for older, sicker
patients, and it will combine classroom and lab space from nine different buildings across campus into one location.” A Community Health Clinic planned
for the new facility will serve as an on-site clinical placement for advanced practice nursing students. Located inside the Park Avenue entrance, the clinic’s
comfortable, patient- and family-friendly reception area will be known as the Jack Morris Waiting Area in recognition of his gift and commitment to the
health of the Memphis community.
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Natural woman
turned healer
By Gabrielle Maxey

As a child, Glinda Watts spent a lot
of “unsupervised” time outdoors at
her grandparents’ home in semi-rural
Germantown. “The woods drew
me in,” she remembers. “The herbs
grabbed my attention.”
Watts may not have known it then,
but the white-flowered mayapple that caught
her eye was used by Native Americans to
treat stomach ailments, rheumatism and liver
disorders. Today it’s used to synthesize an
important cancer drug.
A registered herbalist and traditional healer,
Watts (BA ’74) is working to conserve native
plants used in healing at the recently opened
Traditional Medicinal Plant Sanctuary at
Chucalissa.
The native plants that grow in southwest
Memphis were used by Native Americans and
African-Americans to treat all manner of ailments,
from arthritis and asthma to kidney disorders,
upset stomachs and even cancers.
The sanctuary includes poke root, goldenseal,
black cohosh, trillium, smooth sumac, violet leaf
and Tennessee coneflower. Some of the plants
are growing naturally in a couple of locations
along a trail running through Chucalissa. Others
are found deeper in the woods and are not
accessible to the public.
“By this fall, we will have several smaller beds
adjacent to the trail at different environmental
niches throughout the wooded area,” says
Dr. Robert Connolly, director of the C.H. Nash
Museum at Chucalissa. “These additional beds
will contain medicinal plant species suited to the
diverse environmental niches found throughout
the Chucalissa forests. Eventually, we intend to
crop these plants and make them available to
the public.”
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Registered herbalist Glinda Watts checks on medicinal herbs being preserved along a trail at
Chucalissa.

Actually, says Watts, “The entire place is a
sanctuary. We were already an arboretum with a
great variety of trees. From the native plants that
are naturally growing right down to the Bermuda
grass, everything is medicine.”
Some 80 percent of the world practices
traditional medicine, Watts says, so it’s crucial
to preserve native plants for future generations.
“A lot of it is sourced from the U.S., from our
eastern hardwood forests.” Take ginseng, for
example. “The Chinese love our ginseng, but
it takes years to mature and it lives in sensitive
environments.”

The market for botanical remedies is growing.
“People want to have a hand in their own health
care,” says Watts. “We can treat things at a
subclinical level before they reach pathology.”
As a traditional healer, Watts sees private
clients who want to improve areas of their
health like digestion, cardiovascular function
or immune system. An herbal consultation
does not replace a visit to a physician, she
points out. Conventional medicine should be
complemented by traditional healing for good
health. “Natural healing addresses a state of
being that allopathic medicine misses.”
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Watts has developed her practice over more
than a quarter century. She has studied herbal
medicine across the United States, including at
the Southwest School of Botanical Medicine. In
2004 she received professional accreditation
from the American Herbalist Guild, a designation
that requires 1,200 hours of study of botanical
medicine and 400 hours of clinical experience.
“I’ve always been drawn to healing,” says
Watts, who worked in the mental health field
for five years and as a supplement expert at the
Squash Blossom natural food store. “While I was
working there I had the flu on Christmas Eve, so
I took some Chinese herbs,” Watts remembers.
“By the next day I was up and around.” She also
leads interpretive plant walks in places that have
biodiversity, like Shelby Forest.
“Plants need to be protected just like animals
in a zoo,” she says. “Maybe more. They give us
food, fiber, clothing and building materials. We
can’t live without plants.”

Goldenseal is among the plants being protected at the recently opened Traditional Medicinal
Plant Sanctuary at Chucalissa.

University of Memphis’ Community Garden Wins 2012
Tennessee Governor’s Environmental Stewardship Award
The University of Memphis’ Tigers Initiative for Gardening in Urban Settings (TIGUrS) has been selected to receive the 2012 Governor’s Environmental
Stewardship Award. One of 11 winners, the community garden project was recognized in the Excellence in Environmental Education and Outreach/
Schools category.
The Environmental Stewardship awards recognize voluntary efforts that improve or protect Tennessee’s environment and natural resources with projects
not required by law.
TIGUrS serves as a community model for demonstrating responsible, affordable environmental stewardship through proven urban agricultural methods.
The garden project was started as a sustainability initiative to get students more involved in growing their own food. Several harvest days are held each year,
and faculty, staff and students can visit the garden at any time to pick produce that is in season. A variety of fruits, herbs and vegetables are available in the
main garden east of the Elma Roane Fieldhouse.
The initiative not only offers a setting for learning sustainable agriculture, but also provides participants with high-quality, organically grown foods at no cost.
The TIGUrS model can be applied almost anywhere in the community. Volunteers get hands-on experience with soil reclamation and improvement, organic
pest and disease management, and environmentally conscious structure design and usage.

TIGUrS is the first and only student grantfunded program of its kind offered at no cost
and without restriction by a state university in
Tennessee.
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The garden was launched in
2009 by Karyl Buddington, U of M
Animal Care Facilities director, and
a team of volunteers.

The Governor’s Environmental Stewardship Awards
are presented by the Tennessee Department
of Environment and Conservation. The awards
ceremony was held in Nashville August 24.
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Melba and R.C. Johnson

Anfernee Hardaway

Wei and Isabel Chen

DAA
Richard Glassman
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Shirley Raines and Bob Canady

DAA venue

Bill Watkins and Allie Prescott

More than 400 guests enjoyed beautiful weather, celebrating indoors and outside on the
U of M campus at the Alumni Association’s 2012 Distinguished Alumni Awards in June.
The gala featured campus carriage tours and entertainment by the Rudi E. Scheidt School
of Music. The honorees included Distinguished Alumni Bill Watkins (BBA ’67) and Richard
Glassman (BS ’69, JD ’72); Outstanding Young Alumni Penny Hardaway (BPS ’03) and Claire
Robinson (BA ’99); Distinguished Friend John Stokes; R.C. and Melba Johnson, recipients of
the J. Millard Smith Illustrious Service to the Association award; and U of M President Shirley
Raines and her husband Bob Canady, honored with the Legacy of Visionary Leadership Award.

John Stokes

Harriett and Hilliard Crews

Honey and Rudi Scheidt
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The 1,000-pound, life-sized sculpture was crafted by Lander,
Wyo., artist David Alan Clark and unveiled on April 20 as part
of the University’s Centennial celebration. It is located on the
west side of the University Center.
The tiger stands with his front
paws roughly together, with the
left paw ever so slightly extended
over the edge, symbolizing the
tiger’s ability to grasp and hold
onto his goals, just as students do
in attaining their degree.

More than 850 alumni, faculty, staff, students and friends
made gifts in support of this historic project, which was
funded entirely with private donations.

Students, alumni and friends are
invited to rub the tiger’s paw for
good luck or have their photo
taken in front of the sculpture.

The work of art
was sculpted in
the likeness of the
three TOM Bengal
tiger mascots.
Current mascot TOM
III attended the
unveiling ceremony.

The bronze tiger is
watchful, standing
alertly on an incline,
head and shoulders
above the crowd.

Enclosed in the base of the
sculpture is a time capsule with
four chambers that will be opened
in 25-year increments over the
next century.
The time capsule was paid
for with Student Government
Association funds.

He appears to have just
scaled the base and
paused to look around. His
head is raised and turned
slightly to the left, as he
gazes into the distance,
anticipating the future.

Anatomy of a tradition
A life-size bronze tiger was unveiled as part of the University’s Centennial Reunion Weekend celebration in April.
It was sculpted by David Alan Clark, who also created the bronze rescue scene statue in Tom Lee Park.

W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

FA L L 2 012

39

ALUMNI REVIEW

Stay connected
with University’s
new mobile app
By Laura Fenton
Stay connected to the University of Memphis
any time, any place, through the University’s free
mobile app.
“There’s something for everyone,” said
Allecia Powell, U of M webmaster. “Included
are class schedules, a campus map, campus
events, directory, grades, class rosters, campus
card balances, athletic news, feedback, library
information, Blue Line map and coming
attractions.”
Access to account-sensitive information requires
a valid University UUID and password, but most
components are available to the public. Users
may download the app from the Apple App
Store or Google Play for free — just search for
“UofMemphis.”
The interactive map of campus has four tabs:
dining halls and parking lots, buildings, emergency
phone locations and handicap-accessible
entrances to buildings. The new map can also use
GPS to provide straight-line directions for the user
to a selected location.
The campus directory of faculty, staff and
students is located under the top search bar.
Below the bar is a list of important campus phone
numbers, such as Police Services or the U of
M operator. Tapping the department or name
automatically dials the number.
Both official and unofficial student grades are
viewable under the grades tab, and the class
roster lists each class a particular faculty member
teaches in a given semester. Users can view
account balances for Tiger Funds and Dining
Dollars. These components require login.
The library tab has everything the U of M
Libraries site offers in one simple list, such as
Ask a Librarian, catalog search, and hours and
locations.
The Blue Line component has a map with the
route and real-time bus locations for the new bus
transportation system.
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centennial reflections

1912 - 2 012
Deanie Parker

(BPS ’77, MPA ’88)
Former president/CEO of the Soulsville Foundation
Fondest memory:
“My fondest memory is at the University College, where for the
first time as an undergrad I really ‘connected’ with the staff. I
received that personalized attention that I needed desperately
as a mature student with professional career experiences.”
Future of U of M:
“The future for U of M will be limited only if there is a lack of
funding. Vision, expertise and energy, we’ve got a truckload!”
Giving back to the Memphis community:
“I’d like to believe that my services to the National Alumni
Board, my ongoing support and involvement when I am called
upon to contribute and participate have made a tiny difference.”

Stanley Booth
(BA ’63)
Journalist, author of Dance with the Devil: The Rolling Stones
and Their Times and The True Adventures of the Rolling Stones
Fondest memory:
“My fondest memories of the University of Memphis, which
I knew as Memphis State University, are the friendships I had
with my teachers, especially Walter Smith, Helen White and
Harry Cotham. Walter taught me to write.”
Giving back to the Memphis community:
“I have spent my life writing about Memphis heroes.”
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Writer’s roots of
success run deep
By Greg Russell
Courtney Miller Santo might just
be the most humble writer you will
ever meet.
“I am just an average person,” says Santo
(MFA ’11), the creative writing program
administrator in the Department of English at the
University of Memphis. “Average, and maybe a
little bit lucky.”
She may have trouble saying that after this
summer: Santo’s debut novel, Roots of the
Olive Tree, inked by a major book publisher in
the six-figure range, was released Aug. 21 in
the United States, Poland, Turkey, Germany and
Denmark. Her name has recently been splashed
across Memphis largest daily, The Commercial
Appeal, as well as Memphis magazine after she
also won that magazine’s short story contest
this past spring. A major book tour is planned in
conjunction with the release of the book.
Roots of the Olive Tree follows the lives of
intergenerational women, including the 112-yearold matriarch in a family of olive growers in
northern California. All seems quite normal in
the family until a geneticist begins studying the
longevity pattern of the women. Drama ensues.
“They have the ability to live to an old age
without many of the problems associated with
aging,” says Santo. “A geneticist is brought in and
while studying them and their longevity, begins
discovering family secrets.”
The book is described by the publisher as:
“Ignites explosive emotions that these women
have kept buried and uncovers revelations that
will shake them all to their roots.”
Santo’s success was almost of the overnight
variety, somewhat of a “storybook” tale in itself.
While many authors labor in relative obscurity for
years, even decades, Santo’s manuscript caught
the attention of an agent with the Janklow &
Nesbit Associates literary agency shortly after
she entered it in Amazon’s Breakthrough Novel
Award competition in 2011, a contest she didn’t
win but was a semifinalist. Just a year later,
William Morrow, a subsidiary of HarperCollins, is
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

Author Courtney Santo’s first novel, Roots of the Olive Tree, was just published in five countries. Santo
is creative writing program administrator in the Department of English at the University of Memphis.

releasing it to a worldwide audience.
“Every morning I have to pinch myself to make
sure I am not dreaming,” says Santo, who grew
up in Portland, Ore. “It was a lifelong dream of
mine to get a book published. I just didn’t think
it would happen so fast. It takes some authors a
very long time to get their first novel published.
“It just took putting myself out there and a little
bit of good luck. My success, I think it shows that
anyone can do it.”
Santo says much of her inspiration comes
from her 104-year-old great grandmother who
“still plays the piano and lives a very active life.”
“She has lived to an old age with very few
problems,” Santo says, much like the 112-yearold matriarch in her novel. She says writers
Alice Munro and John Steinbeck also serve as
inspiration.
Santo, who earned a journalism degree
at Washington and Lee University, worked
newspaper jobs in Richmond and Roanoke,
Va., before coming to Memphis in 2005 with
her husband Charlie who had taken a job as an
associate professor in city and regional planning
at the University. While raising two children, she
“wrote” stories in her head.
“That’s how I do it,” she told Memphis

magazine. “I craft the story and can play it back
like a tape recorder. Then when I have five
minutes, I sit down and bang out a paragraph.”
Santo entered “Wind Gap” in the magazine’s
annual short-story fiction contest last year and
won first place. The magazine published the
work in its June 2012 edition.
Santo also teaches courses in the U of M’s
acclaimed creative writing department that has
featured such former professors as current New
York Times best-selling author Rebecca Skloot.
Students may want to take note that Santo’s
thesis, written while a U of M creative writing
student herself, became the basis for her justreleased novel.
“I love working with my students,” says Santo.
“The most exciting part of it, there is no shortage
of good, unique stories coming from them.
“In creative writing, a large part of it is finding
the most appropriate way to tell a story. When
you put words on paper, they are not always
perfect. It comes down to having the ability to
revise. During revision, that is where real writers
are made.”
Santo is currently working on a second novel
as part of her book contract with Morrow. It is a
sure bet there will be nothing “average” about it.
FA L L 2 012
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CLUB AND CHAPTER NEWS

For more information on any Alumni Association
clubs, chapters or events, contact the Association at
alumniassociation@memphis.edu or 901/678-2586.

Business and Economics
In June more than 100 golfers competed in the
annual FCBE Alumni Chapter Golf Tournament
at Mirimichi Golf Course in Millington. Proceeds
went to benefit the chapter’s Classroom and
Student Initiatives Fund.

Communication Sciences and
Disorders
The chapter hosted a graduation reception at the
Speech and Hearing Center on Jefferson Avenue
in May before commencement at FedExForum.
Graduates and their families were in attendance.

Education, Health and Human
Sciences
The chapter honored exceptional faculty and
alumni from its 100-year history at the sold-out
Education Hall of Fame reception in April. The
event raised more than $5,000, which will help
to establish the chapter’s Centennial Scholarship.
A commemorative plaque will be installed in
Ball Hall during a special ceremony this fall. The
2012 Hall of Fame Inductees were Dr. Linda
Bennett (BSEd ’79, MEd ’82), Mary Brignole
(BPS ’99, MS ’03), James “Al” Brown (BS ’55,
MA ’63), Bonnie Cummings (BS ’72, MEd
’74), Dr. Ellen Davies-Rodgers (BA ’23), Sundra
Dolberry (MAT ’95), Brenda Hughes (BA ’73,
MEd ’81), Cato Johnson (BSEd ’70, MEd ’71),
Larry Liles (BS ’74, MS ’75), C. Matthew Little
(BSEd ’03), Dr. Mary McDonald (EdD ’96), Hilda
Mullen (BS ’55, MA ’63), Dr. Edward “Skip” Orio
(BS ’64, MA ’67), Dr. Dino Palazzolo (BS ’65,
MA ’69, EdD ’83), Dr. John Petry, Dr. Barbara
Prescott (BSEd ’71, MEd ’73), LaShundra
Richmond (MAT ’09), Elma Neal Roane (BS
’40), Dr. Patricia Toarmina (BS ’77, MEd ’80, EdD
’91) and Dr. Patricia Wachholz (EdD ’95).

Engineering
In April the chapter presented its Outstanding
Alumni Awards at the College’s annual awards
dinner and silent auction. This year’s award
recipients were Jim Dean (BSET ’80), president of
SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment’s Busch Gardens
and Adventure Island in Tampa, Fla., and Mark
Askew (BSCE ’76), founder and president of
Askew Hargraves Harcourt & Associates.
In May the chapter held a professional
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development lunch at the Alumni Center. Greg
Maxted (MS ’89), executive director of the
Harahan Bridge Project, gave a presentation
about the conversion of the “old bridge” in
downtown Memphis to a bicycle and pedestrian
crossing. Participants enjoyed the presentation
and a boxed lunch, and received a certificate for
one professional development hour.

IMBA
The International MBA Alumni Club hosted
its monthly Happy Hours in June and July at
Café Ole in Cooper-Young. This was a great
networking opportunity for IMBA alums, and a
chance for them to meet and reconnect with the
Club’s board members and current faculty.

Journalism
The Journalism Alumni Club hosted several
events for Reunion Weekend in April, inviting
alumni who worked on student publications
while at the University. The Department of
Journalism opened up classes for observation
in the morning, and that evening the alumni
club hosted a reception at the Fox & Hound
restaurant. The next day the club hosted a
buffet dinner at Corky’s BBQ on Germantown
Parkway following the Spring Fling and Carnival
on campus.

Kemmons Wilson School
Members of the newly formed Kemmons Wilson
Alumni Club attended a Memphis Redbirds
game in June.

Law
In late April the chapter co-hosted the Law
Week launch party, a gathering of local legal
organizations. Guests brought a canned good
or monetary donation to support the Mid-South
Food Bank.
The chapter, law school faculty, staff and students
gathered in mid-April at the chapter president’s
home for an annual spring reception. Interim
Dean William Kratzke was honored with a plaque
and $5,000 award for excellence in teaching and
service to the legal community. Kevin Smith also
received an award of appreciation for his service
to the Law School as dean from 2009 to the
spring of 2012.

Luther C. McClellan
The Luther C. McClellan Black Alumni Chapter
and the Office of Multicultural Affairs hosted a
reunion mixer in April.
In May the chapter hosted a wine and cheese
reception. Recent graduates were invited to the
event to learn more about the chapter and how
to play a part in the continued growth of the
University.

MPA
In late March the MPA Alumni Club’s spring
service project was participating in the Memphis
Inter-Faith Association’s 13th annual Day of
Reflection and Service by volunteering for
the “artistic board-up” project. This involved
participants covering windows of an abandoned
house on St. Paul Avenue with plywood sheets
then painting them to look like windows.
In April the club hosted its annual honors
luncheon and Pi Alpha Alpha honor society
induction ceremony in the University Center.
Shelby County Mayor Mark Luttrell (MPA ’74)
was the featured speaker.

Nursing
The Loewenberg School of Nursing Alumni
Chapter hosted an alumni reunion reception
at the University Center during the Centennial
Reunion Weekend in April.

UMAR
During Reunion Weekend in April, UMAR held
a once-in-a-lifetime Centennial Reunion in the
University Center Ballroom. Nearly 80 retired
faculty and staff from all corners of the campus
and from several decades gathered for an
evening of reminiscing and celebrating. This
special night included a reception, dinner buffet
and a readers’ theatre program highlighting
people and events from the University’s first 100
years.
In May UMAR hosted its annual spring picnic.
Everyone enjoyed the great outdoors with good
food and friends at the St. Columba Episcopal
Conference & Retreat Center in Bartlett. As in
years past, there was a wine tasting and a silent
auction of donated items. New this year was
a nature walk led by retired biology professor
Bob McGowan and a talk by the Rev. Bill Murray
about what it was like to be the Tiger mascot.
Also in May, the UMAR Book Club enjoyed
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breakfast at Brother Juniper’s before discussing
Roger Williams and the Creation of the
American Soul: Church, State and the Birth of
Liberty by John Barry. Members also met in July
to discuss the literary work Cutting for Stone by
Abraham Verghese.
In June UMAR celebrated Flag Day with a visit
to the National Ornamental Metal Museum
downtown. Members enjoyed a guided tour,
which included a blacksmithing demonstration,
followed by a boxed-lunch picnic at the River
Bluff Pavilion overlooking the Mississippi River.
In July UMAR members and friends enjoyed a
docent-led tour of the collection at the Memphis
Brooks Museum of Art, then lunch at the
museum’s Brushmark Restaurant.

University College
In early April the chapter presented its 2012-13
book scholarships to Kara Moore and Krisstofer
Dugan at the College’s annual awards ceremony
and reception in the University Center Fountain
View Room. Funds for these awards were raised
by the chapter at its silent auction in December.
In May the chapter hosted a reception and
awards dinner at the Fogelman Executive Center
and Hotel. The chapter honored Frank Turner
McMeen (MALS ’08) as Outstanding Alumnus;

Daniel Michael Dent (BPS ’08) and Megan
Regina Mottley (MALS ’03) were recognized
as Outstanding Young Alumni; and Sherrie G.
Stephens (BPS ’07) received the Outstanding
Service Award.

Young Alumni Committee
The Young Alumni Committee hosted its first
Blue Moon Masquerade Ball in April at the
Madison Hotel downtown. More than 80
members came out for a night of fun and music
to celebrate the U of M’s Alumni Association’s
Centennial Reunion weekend.

Nashville
The chapter hosted the Nashville Golf Classic
at Gaylord Springs Golf Links in Nashville in
late April. Participants enjoyed an afternoon of
golf, food and fun. Tiger head coaches Melissa
McFerrin, Josh Pastner and Justin Fuente
welcomed Tiger golfers and friends to the
awards banquet.

Alumni Centennial Activities
In April the Alumni Association Centennial
Reunion Weekend kicked off with academic
departments and units across campus
welcoming alumni and friends back to campus
by hosting open houses. The campus was

especially busy on Reunion Saturday as several
student groups hosted reunions. Events
included the Black Scholars Brunch, Black
Student Reunion, Student Activities Council
reunion and Spring Fling carnival, Black Alumni
mixer, Resident Assistant open house, Frosh
Camp reunion, Emerging Leaders reunion,
Registered Student Organization reunion, and
the Loewenberg School of Nursing reception.
That night the Young Alumni Committee and
Frosh Camp alumni hosted the Blue Moon
Masquerade atop the Madison Hotel, with
proceeds benefiting the Young Alumni Legacy
Scholarship.
In honor of the centennial, the Alumni
Association hosted notable alumni from the
University’s past to compose a “centennial class”
honored at commencement in May. There
was an individual representing each of the
University’s 100 years and the current graduating
class. Members of the class included former
Student Government Association presidents, past
U of M Alumni Association presidents, current
Alumni Association National Executive Board of
Directors members and alumni club and chapter
leaders.

Top 10 majors:
1. Nursing
2. Professional Studies
(University College)
3. Psychology
4. Teacher Education
5. Accounting
6. Biology
What a difference a century makes. The University of
Memphis began life as West Tennessee State Normal
School in 1912 with the goal of training classroom teachers.
Today it is a major urban university offering undergraduate
and graduate degrees in some 254 areas of study.
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7. Criminology and Criminal Justice
8. Management
9. Health and Human Performance
10. English
Fall 2011
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CLASSNOTES

1961
Robert Rubin (BA), an
attorney in the Birmingham
office of Burr & Forman, was
recognized as a 2012 Alabama
Super Lawyer in the area
of bankruptcy and creditor/
debtor.

1962
Dr. Adrienne Adler Downs (BS) and her
sister, Michele Adler (BS ’67), co-authored
Poplar Street, a book about growing up in a
multi-generational household in Memphis in
the middle of the last century. The sisters were
raised in a family whose ancestors helped settle
Memphis. Read more about the book online at
www.createspace.com/3637431.

1963
Janice Reed Cobb (BSEd, MEd ’69) authored
A Perfect Dwelling Place, a book relating tales
from her mother’s childhood.
Edward R. Young (BS), an attorney with Baker,
Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, was
recognized as a leading practitioner in the 2012
edition of Chambers USA.

1969
William Franklin Jordan (BBA) is a municipal
court judge in Utica, Miss. He has practiced
law for more than 40 years. A graduate of the
University of Mississippi Law School, Jordan was
admitted to the Mississippi Bar in 1971 and the
State Bar of California in 1980.

1973

1985

Timothy R. Discenza (BS, JD ’74) was
inducted as a Fellow of the American College of
Trial Lawyers this spring. Membership is limited
to 1 percent of lawyers in each state. Discenza
is disciplinary counsel for the Tennessee Court
of the Judiciary. He also served for 33 years
with the U.S. Department of Justice and retired
as senior litigation counsel in 2010.

Matt Bakke (BSEd) was appointed head
basketball coach at Memphis University
School, where he had been an assistant for 13
seasons. Before joining MUS, Bakke coached at
Millington High School and at Rhodes College
and served as director of player personnel for
the World Basketball League.

Jeff Weintraub (BSEd, JD ’81), managing
partner in the Memphis office of Fisher
& Phillips, was named a Power Player in
employment law by Memphis Business
Quarterly. This is the third consecutive year
Weintraub has been named to the list.

Judy Luttrell Brizendine
(BBA) is an author whose first
two published books, Stunned
by Grief and Stunned by
Grief Journal, were released
in October 2011. Stunned by
Grief was named to Library
Journal’s list of Best Books of 2011: Self-Help.
Both books received award-winning finalist
honors in their respective self-help categories in
the 2011 USA Best Book Awards sponsored by
USA Book News.

1978

1986

Dr. Lisa K. Jennings (BS), director of vascular
biology and professor at the University of
Tennessee Health Science Center, was
recognized at the Women of Achievement
Awards Celebration. Jennings directs the
TN-AR-MS Cardiovascular Clinical Research
Consortium at UTHSC.

Dawn Graeter (BBA) is CEO of Southern
Security Federal Credit Union.
Nick Musarra (BBA), senior account manager
for Siemens Building Technologies, was
appointed to the board of directors of the
Shelby County Schools Education Foundation.

1979

1987

1976
Pete Rizzo (BA) joined RedRover Sales and
Marketing as an account manager and sales
trainer.

David Brown (BSME) was
promoted to vice president of
sales for Kohler Co.’s Power
Systems Americas division.
He joined Kohler in 2008 as
director of industrial solutions
and national accounts.

1972
Danny T. Ferguson (JD),
a retired assistant public
defender in WinstonSalem, N.C., published his
second novel, The Titanic
Atonement. In this legal thriller,
it is discovered that Titanic
was sunk intentionally. A century later this
revelation leads to monumental consequences.
Ferguson’s first novel, Vow of Vengeance, was
published in 2003. Visit his website at www.
dannytferguson.com.
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William E. Robilio (JD), an assistant Shelby
County public defender and a volunteer mentor
to colleagues in crisis, was chosen as the state’s
volunteer attorney of the year by the Tennessee
Lawyers Assistance Program.

1983
Mary L. Aronov (JD), an attorney with Baker,
Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, was
recognized as a leading practitioner in the 2012
edition of Chambers USA.

Valerie Hight (BBA, MS ’09)
is an assistant vice president
and branch manager with Bank
of Bartlett. She has 13 years
of experience as a mortgage
manager and loan originator
with Regions Mortgage,
AmSouth Bank and Benchmark Realtors
Mortgage. Hight also worked in marketing
for the Memphis Redbirds while a graduate
student.
Kim Moss (MS) was
named executive director of
Project Lazarus, a nonprofit
agency in New Orleans that
provides housing to homeless
individuals living with HIV/
AIDS. He had been with
Friends for Life Corporation for 11 years.
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1988
Kenneth Cato (BSCE) joined Youth Villages
as a teacher/counselor at the Inner Harbour
Campus in Douglasville, Ga., which provides
residential treatment services for children with
emotional, behavioral and mental health issues.
Elizabeth Collins (JD), a partner with
Thomason, Hendrix, Harvey, Johnson & Mitchell,
was elected a Fellow of the Tennessee Bar
Foundation.

for the University System of Georgia. He is
responsible for the academic needs of the
system’s 318,000 students and 13,300 faculty
members. Davis had been vice chancellor
for academic affairs for the Oklahoma State
Regents for Higher Education.

which handles family law matters in Tennessee
and Mississippi. He is an author and a graduate
of the ABA Family Law Trial Advocacy Institute.

2003
Don L. Hearn Jr. (JD) has been promoted to
member of the Glankler Brown law firm.

1996

Jackie Prester (JD), an attorney with Baker,
Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, was
recognized as a leading practitioner in the 2012
edition of Chambers USA.

Stacie Smith Winkler (JD) was named a
shareholder in the Memphis law office of Baker,
Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz. She
concentrates her practice in business and health
care litigation. Winkler also was elected to serve
as president of the Tennessee Bar Association
Young Lawyers Division in 2014-15.

1989

1997

2004

Aubrey Brown (BS, JD ’93) joined Shea
Moskovitz & McGhee, a Memphis-based firm
that focuses on family law.

Jennifer Powers Himes (JD), senior counsel
in Husch Blackwell’s Memphis office, was
elected vice president of the Memphis chapter
of the Association for Women Attorneys. She
also was named the chapter’s special events
committee co-chair and serves as its Memphis
Bar Association representative.

Karee Dunn (MS, PhD ’08) received the
College of Education and Health Professions’
Rising STAR (Service, Teaching, Advising and
Research) Award at the University of Arkansas.
Dunn, an assistant professor of educational
statistics and research methods, joined the
Arkansas faculty in 2008. She is co-principal
investigator on the Arkansas Department
of Education Integrated Schools Grant and
principal investigator on a grant with the
Springdale School District. Noted for her
responsive, student-centered teaching methods,
Dunn is a leader in data-based education
reform.

Frank Gattuso Jr. (MPA), executive director
of the Ave Maria Home, was inducted into the
Christian Brothers High School Hall of Fame.

1990
Dr. Rita J. Teal (EdD), interim vice president
for academic affairs at South Carolina State
University, was named the university’s acting
president in March. She has more than 30
years of experience in higher education in both
teaching and administration.

Karen Parks (BFA) was named creative
services director at Signature Advertising.

Chris Kauker (BA), a certified financial planner
with Ameriprise Financial, has been named
a Five Star Wealth Manager by Memphis
Magazine for four consecutive years.

1991
Forrest Owens (BA, MCRP ’96) is CFO and
operations manager of Glass Seating and
Mobility.

Jon Moore (BFA) joined Signature Advertising
as a graphic designer.

1993

Elizabeth A. Gentzler (BA, JD ’04) was sworn
in as a magistrate for Hamilton County Juvenile
Court in Chattanooga. She hears cases involving
custody, visitation, dependency and neglect,
truancy and unruly behavior.

Traci L. Guinn (BBA), director of multicultural
academic student services at Central Michigan
University, was named “2012 Woman
of Excellence” by the university. She was
recognized for her commitment to encouraging
and mentoring young women at CMU through
her sorority, Zeta Phi Beta.

1994
Ian Engstrom (BSCE) is a senior engineer in
the Memphis office of Smith Seckman Reid Inc.
He had been a senior bridge design engineer
for Parsons Transportation Group.

2000

2001
Corrie Davis Scoby (BBA) joined Financial
Resource Management as manager of
operations and finance.

2002
Alan Scrimager (BA) was elected senior vice
president and commercial relationship officer
for Renasant Bank’s Western Tennessee region.

1995
Dr. Houston Davis (BA) was named chief
academic officer and executive vice chancellor
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

Dr. James Fells (BS, MS
’08, PhD ’09) was awarded
a three-year, $150,000
postdoctoral fellowship by
the American Cancer Society.
He is a postdoctoral fellow in
Dr. Gabor Tigyi’s laboratory
at the University of Tennessee Health Science
Center. Fells was the first African-American to
earn a doctorate in chemistry from the U of M.
He received a pre-doctoral fellowship from the
American Heart Association in 2007.
Anne Johnson Mead (JD) was approved as
a family mediator by the Alternative Dispute
Resolution Commission of the Tennessee
Supreme Court. She is an associate attorney
with Butler, Sevier, Hinsley & Reid.

Justin Thomas (BBA, JD ’05) is an attorney
and founder of the Thomas Family Law Firm,
FA L L 2 012
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CLASSNOTES

2004
Sarah Haley (BA), a University of Memphis alumna who grew up discussing current events
around the dinner table, is serving as press secretary for Ann Romney, wife of Republican
presidential nominee Mitt Romney. Haley was hired this summer to coordinate the public schedule
for the 63-year-old grandmother of 18, just as the presidential campaign was ramping up.
Haley’s duties include managing Romney’s local and national interviews, traveling with her to
handle any media situations, planning long-term press opportunities and preparing talking points
prior to giving remarks at events. “Since we live in the day of iPhones, social media and a 24-hour
news cycle, a press secretary’s job never ends,” says Haley.
After graduating from the U of M, she landed a job at Fox News Channel, where she worked
on The O’Reilly Factor and The Live Desk with Martha MacCallum, and helped produce special
coverage of the 2007 Republican primaries.
She then became the press secretary to Sen. Jeff Sessions of Alabama. “The experiences from
working in the news media to working on Capitol Hill really helped me to refine my press skills,”
Haley says. She also worked for Sen. Rick Santorum’s presidential campaign, where she was
national coalitions director and director of communications for Karen Santorum.
Politics comes naturally for the Germantown native. “I was raised in a home where debate and discussion of current events regularly took place
around the dinner table,” Haley says. “If my uncles and grandfather were present, then the current events debate became a sport.” But her true love
for politics developed during an 8th-grade government course. “It was the 1996 presidential election year, and my mom dropped me off at the
election headquarters,” Haley remembers. “I started off phone banking and stuffing envelopes, and I loved it. It was during this time I felt called to
public service.”
To be a part of a presidential campaign has always been a dream of Haley’s. “It is truly a privilege and an honor to work for Mrs. Romney. She is
a remarkable lady, overcoming so much through her battles with multiple sclerosis and breast cancer, and her courage and kindness is evident to
anyone who meets her. If I had to choose two words to describe this opportunity to work with the potential First Lady of the United States, it would
be ‘humbled’ and ‘blessed.’” 										
By Gabrielle Maxey

Destin Tucker (BBA) received the Outstanding
Orientation Professional Award for Region VI of
the National Orientation Directors Association.
Tucker is assistant director of admissions for
recruitment.
Katie Wassmer (BA) was promoted to
account supervisor at archer>malmo.

2005
Darren Henry (BBA) is a tax accountant with
Cannon Wright Blount.

2006
Dr. Sam Atcherson (PhD) received the 2011
Chancellor’s Faculty Teaching Award from the
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University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences. He
is an assistant professor in the College of Health
Related Professions’ Department of Audiology
and Speech Pathology.
Catrina Guttery (BPS) is artist relations and
business manager for the Memphis Music
Foundation. She also is the founder and owner
of CG Music Management and serves on the
steering committee of the Centro Cultural
Latino de Memphis.
Nathan Tognetti (BBA) was promoted to
branch officer at Trustmark Bank.

2008
Camisha Russell (MA) was selected as
a 2012 Charlotte W. Newcombe Doctoral
Dissertation Fellow by the Woodrow Wilson
National Fellowship Foundation. Russell
is a doctoral candidate in philosophy at
Pennsylvania State University. Her dissertation,
“The Assisted Reproduction of Race: Thinking
Through Race as a Reproductive Technology,”
explores the complex relationship between race
and assisted reproductive technologies. The
Newcombe Fellowship is the nation’s largest
and most prestigious award for PhD candidates
in the humanities and social sciences
addressing questions of ethical and religious
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values. Each 2012 Newcombe Fellow receives
a 12-month award of $25,000.

2009
Whitney Hall (BA) joined Allison Rodgers
Photography in Collierville as creative sales
and marketing manager in the sales and
communication department.
Rik Tiwana (BA) was promoted to account
manager at archer>malmo.

Services in the Cecil C. Humphreys School of
Law at the U of M. She will be implementing
the mandatory pro bono requirement that takes
effect beginning with the entering 2012 class.
Anthony Petrina (BBA) was named
duckmaster at The Peabody.
Mansoor Shahid (MHA) was named director
of support services at Methodist South Hospital.

2010

Joe Walz (BA) joined Signature Advertising as
a workflow assistant.

Anna Vergos Blair (JD) joined Burch, Porter &
Johnson as an associate attorney.

2011

Callie Caldwell (JD) was named the first
public interest counselor in the Office of Career

Jeff Baravik (MBA) is a supervisory public
health veterinarian with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture-Food and Safety Inspection Service

in Collins, Miss. He also is a captain in the
U.S. Army Reserve, where he serves as a field
veterinary services officer. Baravik is married to
Dr. Amanda Claudet, also a veterinarian with
the USDA-FSIS. They have three children: Abby,
Andrew and Luke. Baravik earned his doctor of
veterinary medicine degree from Mississippi
State University in 2003.
Ashley Deberry (BSEd), a kindergarten
teacher at Dexter Elementary School, was
selected the Outstanding New Teacher of the
Year in the Shelby County Schools.

Alumni Association
National Executive Board of Directors: Allie Prescott (BA ‘69, JD ‘72), President; Deanie Parker (BPS ‘77, MPA ‘88), Past President; Anita
Vaughn (BA ‘77, MPA ‘83), Vice President for Membership; Wei Chen (IMBA ‘98), Vice President for Communication; Kim Barnett (BA ‘95, EMBA
‘99), Vice President for Finances; Renee DeGutis (BS ‘83), Vice President for Programs and Events; Hon. Butch Childers (BBA ‘71, JD ‘74); Eric
Robertson (BA ‘03); Jim Strickland (BBA ‘86, JD ‘89); Cathy Ross (MBA ‘82); Marla Johnson Norris (BA ‘81); John Bobango (JD ‘83); Theopolis
Holeman (BSET ‘71); Roberto Young (BEE ‘02, BSCE ‘03); Ben Watkins (BBA ‘78); David Kustoff (BBA ‘89, JD ‘92); Dana Gabrion (BA ‘98); Ron
Hart (BBA ‘81, MBA ‘83)
Advisers to the Executive Director: Mark Long (BSEE ‘85) ; Hon. Diane Vescovo (JD ‘80); John Koski (BA ‘88); John Lawrence (BA ‘94, MS
‘98); Martin Zummach (BA ‘85, JD ‘93); Paul Jewell (BA ‘78); Dr. Robert Wright (BS ‘77)
Club and Chapter Presidents: Arts & Sciences: Amani Barnett (BS ‘99, MHA ‘09); Communication Sciences and Disorders: Lauren Busby (MA
‘10); Band: Jim Crossnoe (BSEd ‘71); Business & Economics: Jennifer Brereton (BBA ‘99); Education: Mary Keife Hyland (MS ‘96); Engineering:
Greg Ladd (BSME ‘84); Fraternity Alumni Advisory Council: David Wadlington (BBA ‘75); Frosh Camp Alumni Club: Justin Hipner (BBA ‘97,
MBA ‘00); Half Century Club: J.B. “Pappy” Latimer (BS ‘52); International MBA: Sarah Maurice (IMBA ‘09, MHA ‘11); Journalism: Lesley
Adkins (BA ‘99, MA ‘02); Law: Honorable Butch Childers (BBA ‘71, JD ‘74) Luther C. McClellan: Lofton Wilborn (BBA ‘02); Master of Public
Administration: Amy Cable (BA ‘03, MPA ‘09); Music Alumni Club: Tommie Pardue (BSD ‘68, MM ‘71); Nursing: Collin Johnson (MSN ‘10);
Student Ambassador Board: James Ransom (pursuing degree); Theatre and Dance: Josie Helming (BFA ‘67); University of Memphis Association
of Retirees: Dr. Sheryl Maxwell; University College: Jay Atkinson (BPS ‘98); Young Alumni Committee: Sean Upshaw (BPS ‘08, MALS ‘11)
Out of Town Groups: Atlanta: Don Sparkman (BSEE ‘87); Austin: Northern Sherrod (BA ‘00); New England/Boston: Bob Canfield (BBA ‘59);
Dallas: Gary Crooms (‘81); Denver: Jason Smiley (BS ‘98, MA ‘03); Houston: Robert Stephens (BSEE ‘90); Lower Alabama: Robert Murphree
(BBA ‘76); Nashville: Mike Dodd (JD ‘01); New York City: Janet Griffin (BS ‘95); Orlando: Katie Schwie Perrine (BA ‘98); San Antonio: Marcus
Jones (BEE ‘01); St. Louis: Dennis Breakstone (BBA ‘92); Tampa: Bob Riggins (BBA ‘70, MS ‘80); Washington D.C.: Michelle Whyte (BBA ‘89)
Alumni Staff: Executive Director of the U of M Alumni Association and Director of Alumni and Constituent Relations: Tammy Hedges; Assistant
Director: Joe Biggers; Alumni Coordinators: Alexa Begonia, Shawn Carter (BA ‘92, MS ‘04), Shannon Miller (BA ‘98), Holly Snyder (BA ‘09),
Wendy Sumner-Winter (MFA ‘10), Connie Thiemonge, Terez Wilson (BS ‘08)
Alumni Administrative Staff: Vanessa Knight, Shanette Jenkins-Parks, Jaclyn Rodriguez (BA ‘03)
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IN MEMORIAM

The University of Memphis Alumni Association
expresses its sympathy to the familes and friends of
the following individuals:

Francis A. Murry ’62, March ’12

James W. Hodges Jr. ’78, Feb. ’12

Willie Dean Smith ’62, Jan. ’12

Willie Deming Morris ’78, April ’12

Nancy Taylor Epperson ’63, April ’12

Ralph E. Thompson ’78, Feb. ’12

William Frederick Watts ’63, April ’12

Archie A. Wages ’78, March ’12

Charles Edward Leverette ’64, ’69, Jan. ’12

ALUMNI

Rose Rumble ’64, April ’12

1980s-90s

(Listed alphabetically by graduation date)

Will Johnston ’65, March ’12

Mary-Knox Lanier ’80, April ’12

Kay Watts ’65, ’71, March ’12

Jerri Jordan Morrison ’80, Jan. ’12

1920s-30s

Dr. Mike Brown ’66, Feb. ’12

Larry Miles Owen ’81, Dec. ’11

Edith Howard Dillon Ayres ’32, Dec. ’11

Diana H. Goodhart ’66, Dec. ’11

Julie E. Shumard ’81, Feb. ’12

Jane Phillips Stewart ’66, ’68, Dec. ’11

George Andrew Slusarz Jr. ’83, ’86, April ’12

1940s-50s

Earle J. Carpenter III ’67, ’69, March ’12

Valerie Walsh Johnson ’84, ’93, Jan. ’12

Robert H. Rainey ’41, Feb. ’12

Leonard Gustafson ’67, March ’12

Virgie Primous ’84, ’95, April ’12

Karah Collingsworth McKissack ’42, Dec. ’11

Dr. Philip K. Li ’67, Dec. ’11

Joan Morgan Meixell ’85, ’90, Dec. ’11

Ann James Weldon ’48, April ’12

James Selden Tual ’67, ’69, April ’12

Laura Denise Mitchell ’85, Dec. ’11

Joseph A. Keywood ’49, March ’12

George Bozidar Cavic ’68, Feb. ’12

Iris A. Dichtel ’86, ’89, Jan. ’12

Lucius Timothy McGaughran ’50, ’57, Dec. ’11

Nodya Hair ’68, Dec. ’11

Bonnie Mae Gadd Walton ’86, March ’12

Dowell Wheat ’50, March ’12

Bruce N. Moffett ’69, April ’12

Billie Eblen ’87, Jan. ’12

Joy Watkins Cole ’52, Feb. ’12

Robert Frank Baird ’70, Dec. ’11

Marian Jones Baughman ’90, Jan. ’12

Jesse Pritchard ’52, Jan. ’12

Kathleen Durst Bowman ’70, March ’12

Samuel Frank Dillard ’91, ’93, March ’12

Herbert Leon Tate Jr. ’52, Dec. ’11

Don Coggins ’70, Jan. ’12

David Clinton Ferrier Jr. ’91, Dec. ’11

Florence V. Illing ’53, March ’12

Ernest L. Owens ’70, ’74, April ’12

Claire Rochelle Nevels ’92, March ’12

Blaine Willis Olson ’55, April ’12

James Hale Adams Tucker ’70, Nov. ’11

Gregory C. Knox ’93, Feb. ’12

Arthur Hugh Sisson ’55, Jan. ’12

Gloria Mathis Venson ’70, Jan. ’12

Jerry Nell Johnston ’94, April ’12

William Brazelton Williams ’55, Feb. ’12

Sherry Diggs Hobbs ’71, Feb. ’12

Jane A. Burke ’97, Jan. ’12

Earl Reeder Land ’56, March ’12

Craig Love ’71, Jan. ’12

Denetra Hill ’97, Jan. ’12

Harry A. Hodges ’57, Dec. ’11

Ronald Jordan McCool ’71, March ’12

James Davis Marsh III ’97, April ’12

Harold Lee Hunter ’57, Feb. ’12

Patricia Burch McMann ’71, ’81, Dec. ’11

Kenneth Russell Craig ’98, April ’12

James O. Miller ’57, Feb. ’12

Lewis Allen Morgan IV ’71, Feb. ’12

C. Ray Noblett Jr. ’57, April ’12

Margaret Schoenberg ’71, Feb. ’12

2000s

Patricia Ann O’Brien ’57, April ’12

Thomas Rollan Stone ’71, Dec. ’11

Adam Wesley Crowell ’01, April ’12

George E. Ragland ’57, Feb. ’12

Paul Jetson Tatum ’71, ’88, March ’12

Frank Douglas Duncan ’01, March ’12

Martha Agnes Little Schaeffer ’57, Feb. ’12

Jessie Cochran ’72, ’75, April ’12

Micah Todd McNeer ’02, March ’12

Charles Edward “Buddy” Bledsoe Jr. ’58, March ’12

Carrie Finlayson, ’72, April ’12

Rod Pitts ’02, Feb. ’12

William B. Brewer ’58, March ’12

Betty Smith Morley ’72, Dec. ’11

John Paul Elkins ’05, Dec. ’11

Jim Mathis ’58, June ’12

Joe Raines Jr. ’73, March ’12

James Lee Thompson ’58, Dec. ’11

Kay Schulz Reynolds ’73, Dec. ’11

FACULTY/STAFF

William Chester Dorsey ’59, Feb. ’12

Rev. Gene Edwin Canestrari ’74, March ’12

Lillie B. Allen, April ’12

Henry Von Sutton ’59, Feb. ’12

Gary Champion ’74, Feb. ’12

Virginia Vickery McBride ’45, April ’12

Raymond Lee Smith ’74, Jan. ’12

Abraham David Kriegel, Jan. ’12

1960s-70s

Paula Taylor Beene ’75, Aug. ’11

Patricia A. McRaven, Jan. ’12

Gerald Lamar Bradley ’60, Jan. ’12

Robert G. Kissling ’75, April ’12

Dr. Melvin G. Scarlett, April ’12

Betty Duvall ’61, ’62, Jan. ’12

Johnson Paul Melhorn ’75, Dec. ’11

Elaine Walsh, April ’12

Marshall Marcus ’61, ’73, Dec. ’11

Carol Sails Byrd ’76, Feb. ’12

Betty A. Webb ’61, April ’12

Elizabeth Anne Loveless Haneghan ’76, March ’12

FRIENDS

Bess Millen Wolf ’61, Feb. ’12

Bob Moon ’76, Jan. ’12

Linn W. Hudson Jr., Jan. ’12

Lynda Donoho Grasty ’62, April ’12

Burnetta Davis Pearson ’76, ’84, Jan. ’12

Charles E. Henderson ’62, Feb. ’12

Ann Bell ’77, Jan. ’12
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ANDREW BAILEY
BBA ’00, MBA ’05

University of Memphis Alumni Association Life Member
Marketing Principal, FedEx Services
Former president of the Luther C. McClellan Alumni Chapter
Former Student Government president
Serves on the University’s LEAD advisory board
Guest professor for the 4Cs Program
Member and former president of the Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity Inc.
Awards include:
2010 Fogelman College of Business & Economics
Outstanding Young Alumnus
2010 FedEx Five Star Award and FedEx
Shining Star Award
2000 Mr. University of Memphis
2000 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Humanitarian Award
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