University of Memphis

University of Memphis Digital Commons

Executive Orders Bill Lee (2019-)
8-6-2021

No. 83 An Order to Facilitate the Continued Response to Covid-19

Bill Lee

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/govpubs-tn-governor-bill-lee-eo


https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/
https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/govpubs-tn-governor-bill-lee-eo
https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/govpubs-tn-governor-bill-lee
https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/govpubs-tn-governor-bill-lee-eo?utm_source=digitalcommons.memphis.edu%2Fgovpubs-tn-governor-bill-lee-eo%2F83&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages






















17.

18.

19.

20.

21

Medical laboratory personnel can work remotely. The provisions of Tenn. Comp.
R. & Regs. 1200-06-03-.02(1)(b) are hereby suspended to allow medical laboratory
personnel to remotely review electronic data and report laboratory results without
having a separate laboratory license for each remote location. Such personnel must
be employed by a licensed medical laboratory and working under the supervision
of a laboratory director. This suspension does not otherwise alter or amend any
licensee’s scope of practice or recordkeeping requirements.

Temporary quarantine and isolation facilities may be constructed. The provisions
of Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 68-11-202(c)(1)-(8), are hereby suspended
to allow for the construction of temporary structures, the plans for which would
otherwise be subject to review for new construction, additions, or substantial
alterations, as directed by the Commissioner of Health and the Director of TEMA
in response to COVID-19; provided, that there shall be inspections of such
structures to ensure safety, as necessary.

Inspections ol mental health and substance abuse facilities and services are
suspended. The provisions of Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 33-2-413(a), are
hereby suspended to the extent necessary to give the Commissioner of Mental
Health and Substance Abuse Services the authority to suspend the required
unannounced life safety and environmental inspections of licensed services or
facilities, absent the death of a service recipient at the service or facility with an
indication of possible abuse or neglect by the service or facility or its employees or
arequest for placement assistance from law enforcement or state or federal agencies
regarding the service or facility.

Health care licensing inspections and investigations are suspended to increases
resources available to fight COVID-19 and to protect public health. The provisions
of Tennessee Code Annotated, Titles 63 and 68, and related rules and policies are
hereby suspended to the extent necessary to suspend any requirement that the
Department of Health conduct inspections or investigations of a licensee, including,
but not limited to, complaint investigations, routine surveys, and site
visits. However, the Department of Health retains the authority to conduct any
inspection or investigation when, in the Department’s sole discretion, the public
health, safety, or welfare necessitates such inspection or investigation.

Inspections of health care facilities are suspended. The provisions of Tennessee
Codc Annotated, Scction 68-11-210(a)(1), arc hcreby suspended to the extent
necessary to suspend the requirement that the Department of Health conduct
inspections of facilities applying for licensure if the applicant facility is physically
located in the same location as another licensed facility where patients have been
seen within the thirty (30) days preceding the submission of the application. In
instances where the Department of Health elects to not inspect a facility applying
for licensure, such provisions requiring a facility applying for licensure to be
inspected are hereby suspended.




This Order takes effect at 11:59 p.m., Central Time, on August 6, 2021, and shall remain
in effect until 11:59 p.m., Central Time, on October 5, 2021. This Order supersedes Executive
Order No. 82, dated July 30, 2021, which is hereby repealed.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my signature and caused the Great Seal of
the State of Tennessee to be affixed this 6th day of August, 2021.
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