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ABSTRACT
Welshans, Vanessa Claire. Ph.D. The University of Memphis. December, 2016. The
Home Front in Memphis, Tennessee: Before, During, and After World War II, 1941-1945. Major
Professor: Charles W. Crawford, Ph.D.
This dissertation narrative attempts to illustrate everyday life on the home front in Memphis,
Tennessee during the years of World War II, 1941 until 1945. This narrative demonstrates the
evolution of the city concerning the growth of business and industry not only by those that
transformed for the war, but also the many that moved into the city because of the war. The
establishment of war industries caused a surge in population that spawned a housing shortage the
likes of which the city had never experienced. Moreover, the increase in war industries generated
a need for labor. With much of the city’s workforce enlisting in the armed services, a previously
untapped source of labor was implemented – women. Though many had never worked outside
the home, women helped fill the void in the workforce caused by the war. Although many goods
were rationed during the war years, Memphians seemingly took it in stride and still managed to
devote a tremendous amount of time, effort, and money to events such as scrap and bond drives
as well as provide recreational and entertainment services for members of the military. But, even
as the war waged in Europe and Japan, everyday affairs such as education, entertainment,
disease, and crime could not be ignored. These aspects and how Memphians managed them are
illustrated as well. Further, local politicians and city leaders were involved in many aspects of
communal and industrial matters. Their primary concern seemed to always be for the betterment
of the city, not only during the war years, but for the impending postwar years as well.
Memphians and their leaders adapted to a continual flow of modifications in the community as
well as the workplace, but maintained their devotion to the war effort while attempting to retain a
sense of normalcy in their lives despite the demands the war placed on them and the city.
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Overall, this narrative shows that with the help of its citizens and city leaders, the infrastructure
of Memphis managed to flourish during an era wrought with uncertainty.
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CHAPTER ONE
Introduction
The purpose of this paper is to present a narrative that illustrates everyday life on the
home front in Memphis, Tennessee during World War II. For the purpose of this paper, I will
focus on the years 1941 through 1945. One aspect of this narrative will concern business,
industry, and economics in Memphis; further, how the increase of wartime production affected
the population, the workforce, housing, and construction. A broad feature will be societal
changes: how the war altered everyday concerns such as education, entertainment, disease, and
crime; how ordinary people became involved in the war effort; how local politics became
involved and how it influenced citizens and businesses; and how the war affected all
Memphians. But this narrative too, illustrates the ways in which Memphians and their leaders
tried to maintain normal lives despite the demands of the war.
Much like every city in the United States, the Depression hit the economy of Memphis.
By late 1930, the economy of Memphis had fallen dramatically. However, by the end of the
1930s, Memphis’ economy was not strong, but it was considered stable.1 At the beginning of the
1940s, the unemployment rate was still over fourteen percent, but the economy of the city was
soon to change for the better.2
The tragedy at Pearl Harbor brought on an economic boom for the nation. War materials
production increased tremendously with the United States’ entry into World War II. Factories in
cities around the nation were transformed, and often retooled, for manufacturing military

1

Robert A. Sigafoos, Cotton Row to Beale Street: A Business History of Memphis (Memphis: Memphis State
University Press, 1979), 167.
2

Ibid., 205.

1

supplies.3 Memphis was one of those cities with approximately one hundred factories producing
war materials by 1943.4 However, many factory production changes were well underway before
the attack due to President Roosevelt’s increase in war production to aid Britain.
The demand for increased war production changed not only the economy of Memphis,
but also altered societal, racial, and gender roles in the workplace. The factories were employed
with men and women, both white and black.5 Women helped fill the void in the workplace
caused by men who entered the military even though many had never worked outside the home.
It was not uncommon for women to be employed as clerks and secretaries, but the war opened a
large number of jobs traditionally reserved for men such as welders, postal carriers, and bus and
taxi drivers.
An estimated 30,000 to 40,000 people moved into Memphis during the first eighteen
months following the attack on Pearl Harbor. The workforce of Memphis and Shelby County
was approximately 140,000 in 1940, but had increased to a wartime high of 182,500 by June
1944.6 Unfortunately, Memphis was not equipped with the necessary housing for such a
tremendous influx of people. Since the War Production Board halted new housing construction
in 1942, citizens were asked to repair older houses to keep up with the demand for living
quarters. Attics, garages, abandoned stores and buildings were transformed to provide housing.
Additionally, Memphis residents were asked to take in military personnel as well as other

3

Paul H. Bergeron, Stephen V. Ash, and Jeanette Keith, eds., Tennesseans and Their History (Knoxville: The
University of Tennessee Press, 1999), 279.
4

Patricia Brake Howard, “Tennessee in War and Peace: The Impact of World War II on State Economic Trends,”
Tennessee Historical Quarterly 51, no 1 (Spring 1992): 51; Sigafoos, 207; see also, Bergeron, et al, 279.
5

Bergeron, Ash, and Keith, 279.

6

Howard, 51; Sigafoos, 208.
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workers new to the area. Regardless of the sacrifices made by Memphis residents, there was
virtually no new housing made available to African-Americans.7 Many, white and black, who did
find housing, lived in sub-standard conditions.8
Rationing was a key factor in the war effort. It began shortly after the United States
became overtly involved in the war as a “war measure,” with the first ration books being issued
in 1942.9 Rationed items such as sugar, coffee, meat, butter, tires, and gasoline became the new
way of life for Americans. Citizens were asked to collect scrap metal, rubber, and paper products
to contribute to the war effort. Children and schools became highly involved in the collection
drives. This narrative will illustrate how people, young and old, black and white, became
involved in a communal effort to do their part to support the war from the home front while still
dealing with the aspects of everyday life.
Politics played a key role in Memphis acquiring war-related industries. Although he was
not technically an elected official, Edward H. Crump had a tremendous amount of political clout
on both the state and federal levels. Since his first term as mayor in 1909, the absolute authority
of Crump and his political machine controlled Memphis. His array of political power included
allies Senator Kenneth McKellar and Mayor Walter Chandler. With their assistance, millions of
federal dollars poured into the city in defense contracts.10 The three men worked diligently and
used their political influence to bring as much war industry business to Memphis as possible.

7

Sigafoos, 208.
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David R. Goldfield, Cotton Fields and Skyscrapers: Southern City and Region, rev. ed. (Baltimore: The Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1989), 160.
9

Sigafoos, 207.

10

Paul W. White, “Kennedy General Hospital: Its Impact on Memphis in War and Peace” (Ph.D. diss., The
University of Memphis, 2007), 2.
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Moreover, the local, state, and federal influence wielded by the McKellar and Crump team was
insurmountable. It can be argued that Crump’s authority over local and state activities coupled
with McKellar’s impact over state and federal politics made them two of the most powerful men
in the state. (For more detailed biographies on these politicians, see Appendix A.)
While these men tried to mold Memphis to fit their desires, the federal government also
controlled local operations to some degree during the war years. The citizens of Memphis were
long accustomed to the federal agencies of the Roosevelt administration, but the war would
create new bureaus that would affect their lives in many ways. Two of those with the most
impact were the War Production Board and the Office of Price Administration. The War
Production Board, established in January 1942, was an agency developed to combine the needs
of civilians and the military. Congress allowed the WPB to prioritize the production of goods as
well as halt production of goods it deemed “unnecessary,” a list that included more than 400
items.11 The Office of Price Administration was established in 1941 as a part of the Office for
Emergency Management. By an act of Congress in January 1942, it became an independent
agency. The OPA controlled prices of goods, services, and rents as well as the authority over
rationing.12 But there were other wartime agencies that would affect Memphians as well.
Memphis’ leaders must have known they would be facing continuing changes once the
United States entered the war. Nonetheless, city officials were determined to maintain as best
they could their plans for the city within this new environment. Perhaps the most telling
indication of this came from the minutes of a Chamber of Commerce meeting just weeks after
the Pearl Harbor attack in which Mayor Chandler is paraphrased as saying, “While we must do
11

Norman Polmar and Thomas B. Allen, World War II: The Encyclopedia of the War Years, 1941-1945, rev. ed.
(Mineola, New York: Dover Publications, 2012), 881.
12

Ibid., 598.
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everything possible in behalf of the war efforts, we cannot afford to overlook our local basic
program of activities which will make for a greater city.”13 Thus, this narrative will focus not
only on the events in Memphians’ lives, both large and small, during the war, but also the
continuity that city leaders hoped to maintain.
Many books and articles have been written about the history of Memphis. Unfortunately,
those that include information on World War II are limited to a small section, with even less
information concerning the home front. In Cotton Row to Beale Street: A Business History of
Memphis, Robert A. Sigfoos devotes four pages to the home front in Memphis during the war.
While the information offered is enlightening, the details concerning the home front are lacking.
G. Wayne Dowdy’s A Brief History of Memphis and Hidden History of Memphis contain six and
three pages, respectively, concerning Memphis during the war years. Memphis in Black and
White by Beverly G. Bond and Janann Sherman offer limited information about the home front
in Memphis in the four pages devoted to life during the war. Like Sigafoos, Dowdy and Bond’s
books are educational, but lacking in information concerning the details of everyday life of
Memphis citizens on the home front during World War II. The most detailed and informative of
these regarding Memphis and the home front was presented in the “Home Front Tennessee: The
World War II Experience” project sponsored by the Tennessee State Archives. Although the
project included the home front of Memphis in its research, aspects of everyday life are still
lacking.
The structure and format of this paper will be a chronological narrative with brief
flashbacks to the war and events, both foreign and domestic, that shaped the lives of Memphians.

13

Chamber of Commerce Board Minutes, January 28, 1942: 6, Memphis Public Library and Information Center.
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While many changes occurred in the city due to the war, Memphians tried to maintain as much
normalcy in everyday life as possible. From transportation and housing issues, to the education
of children, and the local police department’s management of crime in an increasingly transient
population, this narrative will concentrate on the sole subject of the home front, with illustrations
of the social and economic issues caused by the onset of World War II and Memphians’
responses to them. This paper will rely on primary and secondary sources that explained the
daily changes that were happening around them. One of the sources relied heavily upon is the
daily newspaper, for this particular secondary source reflects the startling to the mundane
changes to Memphians and is the first rough draft of history as they knew it. Also included are
some of the personal papers of Senator Kenneth McKellar and Walter Chandler located in the
Memphis/Shelby County Room at the Memphis and Shelby County Library and Information
Center. Other sources included are personal interviews conducted by the author and documented
questionnaires from the “Home Front Tennessee: The World War II Experience” project found
in the Tennessee State Archives. These two source types offer firsthand perspectives of the
changes that occurred on the home front and how it affected the individuals and their families.

6

CHAPTER TWO
“A Slice Of The Pie”
While Memphians had been following the events of the wars in Europe and Asia since
the late 1930s, their attention was primarily focused on affairs in their city in the first half of
1941. Health, education, transportation, crime, and the promotion of local commerce were
matters that had always influenced their daily lives. But with factories transforming to war
industries, the opening of the Quartermaster Supply Depot, the need to cater to an increasing
number of military personnel in the city, and the drives for defense conservation, it was clear that
events abroad were shaping Memphis in new ways. The relationship between city leaders and the
federal government would, over time, become symbiotic. While attempting to maintain quality
of life suitable for its citizens, Memphis leaders would seek what they could to improve the city
during the growth of defense contracts, and in turn, they would reward the federal government
with efforts to take care of defense needs through bond drives as well as provide for the
groundswell of servicemen in the area.
The 1940s looked promising for the United States. Much like every major city in the
United States, the Great Depression of the previous decade had caused the economy of Memphis
to suffer tremendously. Although, by the end of the 1930s Memphis’ economy was not strong, it
was considered stable.1 On December 29, 1940, approximately sixteen months after the war in
Europe began, Memphians heard President Roosevelt proclaim to America, “We must be the
great arsenal of democracy.” Most American citizens sympathized with those fighting the Axis
forces led by German Chancellor Adolf Hitler, but did not want the nation to enter the war.
Therefore, it was of great importance to supply the enemies of the Axis nations with the
1

Sigafoos, 167.

7

necessary armaments for victory.2 While the war in Europe was tragic, ironically it brought forth
an economic boom to the United States, primarily through war materials production. In cities
across the nation, factories were transformed, retooled, and constructed for manufacturing war
supplies.3 Memphis, nestled between St. Louis and New Orleans with its extensive river and rail
access, was a prime location for defense manufacturing in the South.4
Overall, the city offered a myriad of opportunities to its citizens – educational,
recreational, and business. The United States Bureau of the Census of 1940 report ranked
Memphis number thirty-two on the list of the top one hundred “largest urban places” in the
nation.5 With a total population of 292,942, Memphis was not the most populous city in the
South, but it had numerous amenities for its citizens. Among the city’s offerings were forty-one
parks (encompassing over 1,400 acres), thirty-one movie theaters, 408 churches (constituting
twenty-eight denominations), three daily newspapers, thirty-five hotels (containing 3,912
rooms), twenty hospitals (totaling 3,689 beds), thirty-two library branches, 839 miles of streets
(773 paved), 222 miles of track for electric street railway coaches and buses, fifty-seven public
schools, ten parochial schools, twelve learning institutions that offered various degrees of higher

2

Margaret E. Wagner, Linda Barrett Osborne, and Susan Reyburn, The Library Of Congress World War II
Companion (New York: Simon and Schuster, 2007), 99.
3

Bergeron, Ash, and Keith, 279.

4

R.L. Polk, Memphis City Directory: 1940 (St. Louis: R.L. Polk and Company Publishing, 1940), 12-13. According
to the Directory, nine separate railroad companies shipped and received products. Additionally, the Memphis River
Rail Terminal, consisting of “barges, incline tracks, a classification yard, and large warehouses,” was “one of the
outstanding developments of its kind on American inland waterways.”
5

“Population of the Largest 100 Urban Places: 1940,” accessed August 6, 2016,
www.census.gov/population/www/documentation/twps0027/tab17. St. Louis was ranked eighth with a population of
816,048. The reported city populations of New Orleans, Louisville (city), and Atlanta were 494,537, 319,077, and
302,288 respectively. The top two cities listed were New York and Chicago with populations of 7,454,995 and
3,396,808, respectively. The nation as a whole had a population of 132,164,569. For more information on the
population statistics of the United States, see “The 1940 Census,” accessed August 6, 2016,
www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/fast_facts/1940_fast_facts.html.

8

education (medical, law, business and technology), and more than 500 manufacturing and retail
establishments that employed more than 40,000 people.6
Memphians, along with all Americans, were subjected to daily news concerning battles,
as well as casualties, across the Atlantic. President Roosevelt was elected for a third term in
November 1940. Following his reelection, in another “Fireside Chat” to Americans, he reiterated
a proclamation made by Hitler in December 1940, “There are two worlds that stand opposed to
each other … With this world we cannot ever reconcile ourselves … I can beat any other power
in the world …” Roosevelt declared that the United States “could not encourage talk of peace
until the aggressors abandoned all thought of conquering the world.” Further, he said, “there can
be no ultimate peace between their philosophy of government and our philosophy of
government.”7
This is a message Memphians were hearing from their national leaders, but staying out of
the war in Europe was vital to Americans. Memphis, like the rest of the nation, was coming out
of a decade-long economic depression; but, with the dawn of a new decade, and a new mayoral
administration, it appeared that the tide was turning for the city of Memphis.8 On January 1,
1941, Mayor Walter Chandler announced the city of Memphis had a surplus of $600,000 for
1940 along with his plans to use a portion of these funds for “fire stations, street repairs, traffic

6

R.L. Polk, Memphis City Directory: 1941 (St. Louis: R.L. Polk and Company Publishing, 1941), 13. The
population statistics were further categorized by race: 175,765 white and 117,177 black. According to the 1930
edition of R.L. Polk’s Memphis City Directory, the population of Memphis was 256,000. This edition did not
categorize residents by race in the population statistics.
7

James MacGregor Burns, Roosevelt: The Lion and the Fox, 1882-1940 (San Diego: Harcourt Brace and Company,
1984), 457. According to the 1940 U.S. Census report, 82.8 percent of American households owned a radio. For
more information, see “Life in the 1940s,” accessed August 6, 2016, http://www.census.gov/1940census/.
8

Sigafoos, 203. Walter Chandler was chosen as mayor by the City Commission following Ed Crump’s unopposed
election and subsequent resignation.

9

lights, and other city improvements.”9 Whether or not the United States entered the war, this was
the focus for city leaders and would remain so. They intended to take advantage of the increased
employment that war industries brought to improve the quality of life for Memphians – and at
the same time guarantee their place in the governance of the city.
Although Tennessee was thousands of miles from the war in Europe, its impact reached
across the Atlantic into the city of Memphis. Sharing the front page with the mayor’s fiscal
surplus announcement on New Year’s Day was the headline “Hitler Sees Victory for Germany in
’41; Press Opens Attack.” The article stated that Hitler was spewing more propaganda assuring
the German people that “1941 would complete the greatest victory of our history.” Further,
German Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels said that England was “bleeding out of all
arteries.”10 A national poll conducted by the American Institute of Public Opinion showed that
70 percent of American voters believed that aiding Britain was the best chance for the United
States to stay out of the war.11
Regardless of what was happening in Memphis, its residents were deeply concerned
about the war in Europe. To show their support, a group of Memphis socialites held a “Benefit
for Britain” bridge party and fashion show at the Peabody Hotel. Society benefits were a trend in
major cities at the time.12 Additionally, the “Feast of the Lanterns” was developed to raise funds
for the National China Relief Emergency Fund. At this benefit, men bid on dances with young,
attractive ladies. This, too, was held at the Peabody Hotel. The benefit raised $600, a

9

“City Piles Up Surplus Of $600,000 In 1940,” Commercial Appeal, 1 January 1941.

10

“Hitler Sees Victory for Germany in ’41; Press Opens Attack,” Commercial Appeal, 1 January 1941.

11

“To Keep Out of War, Aid Britain! Say 70 Per Cent of American Voters,” Commercial Appeal, 2 February 1941.

12

“Benefit-for-Britain Party is Planned,” Commercial Appeal, 19 January 1941.

10

considerable sum for the time.13 This is indicative that while the attention of most Americans
generally, and Memphians specifically, was focused on the war in Europe, the crisis in Asia was
not entirely ignored.
China had been plagued by a civil war between the Nationalists, led by Chiang Kai-Shek,
and the Communists, led by Mao Tse Tung, in the 1930s. Wanting the vast resources of China,
Japan took advantage of the country’s inner turmoil and invaded and occupied Manchuria in
1931. The Chinese Nationalists’ plan of action was to gain control of China by first defeating the
Communists and then battling Japan. Since Japanese forces met with little resistance, they were
able to control the dominant ports and industrial centers of China. However, a fierce battle
between Chinese and Japanese forces in 1937 led to the Second Sino-Japanese War. The conflict
prompted the leaders of the Nationalist and Communist factions to sign the Sian Agreement by
which they combined their military efforts against Japan. China received support from the Soviet
Union, Britain, France, and the United States.14 If Germany was a threat in Europe, then Japan
was most certainly viewed as danger in Asia, and Memphians, in small ways at least, were
contributing to those fighting the aggression of the Japanese empire.
While some attention was focused on events overseas, Memphis began 1941 like most
cities of the United States. Typically, New Year’s Day promises hangovers, football, and sales at
local retail establishments. Not to disappoint, the pages of the Commercial Appeal newspaper
were rife with society’s New Year’s Eve parties, schedules and predictions for New Year’s Day
bowl games, and ads for New Year’s Day sales. While the socialites’ parties held little interest
13

“Chinese New Year Party,” Commercial Appeal, 9 February 1941. The $600 raised that night is equivalent to
approximately $9,700 today. For conversion tables, see “Inflation Calculator,” accessed October 10, 2015,
http://www.davemanuel.com/inflation-calculator.php.
14

“Sino-Japanese War,” accessed August 21, 2016, http://www.history.co.uk/study-topics/history-of-ww2/sinojapanese-war. Hitler also aided China in its conflict until he signed an alliance with Japan in 1938.
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for most Memphians, New Year’s Day sales, and one of the upcoming bowl games, did. Many
local residents were looking forward to hearing the radio broadcast of the Sugar Bowl with the
favored Tennessee Volunteers taking on the Eagles of Boston College.15
All events dominating their lives were not so lighthearted. Health concerns were always a
consideration for a city like Memphis where epidemics had once been so catastrophic. Many
diseases, which no longer pose an epidemic threat today, were a major concern in 1941. At the
beginning of the year, it was announced that Memphis would become the “Nerve Center” for the
war on malaria. The United States Public Health Service Malaria Investigation Division was
relocated from Washington, D.C. The research and administrative staff in Washington, as well as
the laboratories in Savannah, Georgia, and the Panama Canal Zone, were moved to Memphis
because of its location in the “Southern Malaria Belt,” favorable transportation facilities, and
“malaria conscious” city and county health departments. Moreover, the University of Tennessee
and the Tennessee Valley Authority were conducting joint research on malaria.16 But, malaria
was not the only health concern in Memphis. Dr. L. M. Graves, Superintendent of Health for
Memphis and Shelby County,17 voiced his concern about an outbreak of influenza in the school
system. He strongly suggested keeping schools closed for a few additional days following the
holiday break to help prevent an epidemic. His request was denied and schools opened on time.18
15

“Boston Surprises Vols: Eagles Open Up Late,” Commercial Appeal, 2 January 1941. Although favored to win 2
to 1, the Volunteers lost to the Eagles, 19 to 13.
16

“Memphis to Become U.S. Nerve Center for War on Malaria,” Commercial Appeal, 5 January 1941.

17

Dr. Lloyd Myers Graves was selected as the first full-time health officer of Shelby County in 1926. In 1928, he
became Memphis’ superintendent of health. He was named as the first (and only) director when the city and county
health departments merged in 1942. For more information on Dr. Graves, see Marcus J. Stewart, M.D. and William
T. Black, Jr., M.D., eds., History of Medicine in Memphis (Jackson, TN: McCowat-Mercer Press, 1971), 73-78; see
also, “Heart Fails Dr. L. M. Graves, Veteran Public Health Chief,” Commercial Appeal, 4 December 1964; and, “Dr.
L. M. Graves,” Memphis Press-Scimitar, 4 December 1964.
18

“Schools To Reopen In Spite Of The Flu,” Commercial Appeal, 1 January 1941.
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Tuberculosis was also a major concern in 1941. A mobile clinic, complete with an X-Ray
machine (slated for purchase in the future by the Shelby County Tuberculosis Society), was
purchased to aid patients and deter the spread of the disease. The mobile unit was to be used in a
detection program for Memphis and all of Shelby County. Tuberculosis was outranked the
previous year as the major cause of death only by heart ailments and apoplexy,19 but in 1941, it
had moved to the fourth-leading cause of death in Memphis with cerebral hemorrhages as
number three.20
A couple of months later, Memphians were also informed about the blood supply at local
hospitals. New medical studies demonstrated how plasma could be used in lieu of transfusions of
whole blood, a new concept for the medical field. But in a segregated city like Memphis even
medical issues came with race implications. The article quoted an unnamed representative from
the John Gaston Hospital who said “white blood is for whites, and negro blood is for negroes,”
and that blood was stored separately by race.21 Americans in the twenty-first century tend to
think of water fountains as symbolic of southern segregation. But in the 1940s, every aspect of
southern life – and death – was seemingly segregated.

19

“Mobile Clinic, X-Ray to Help Tuberculars,” Commercial Appeal, 1 February 1941; see also, Annual Report:
Memphis Department of Health, 1941, 13.
20

Annual Report: Memphis Department of Health, 1941, 6.

21

“New Currency in the Blood Bank,” Commercial Appeal, 9 March 1941. Memphian John Gaston emigrated from
France and settled in the New York before moving to the South. Following his service for the Confederacy in the
Civil War, he moved to Memphis where he opened a restaurant/hotel and became very successful. He wanted his
mansion converted into a hospital upon his death; however, it was not built until after the death of his wife 17 years
later. Later considered too small, it was torn down and the land was modified into a public park. Augmented by
funds from the Public Works Administration, the bulk of Gaston’s fortune was used to build a new city hospital in
the Madison Avenue Medical District that opened in 1936. In 1990, it was torn down to build The Med. For more
information on the history of Memphis hospitals and John Gaston, see, “Memphis Hospitals and Medical
Centers…In Vintage Postcards and Photos,” accessed November 22, 2015, http://historic-memphis.com/memphishistoric/hospitals/hospitals.html; and, John E. Harkins, Metropolis of the American Nile (Oxford, MS: The Guild
Bindery Press, 1982), 87.
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While polio has all but been eradicated today, it is important to remember that it was a
real cause for concern during the 1940s. This crippling and sometimes fatal disease was highly
infectious. Tens of thousands of Americans were stricken with the disease every year.22 There
were five reported victims in Shelby County at two different schools, Oakville Elementary and
Bethel Grove Elementary. This prompted the Shelby County Board of Education to make the
precautionary decision to close these schools briefly in November.23
In order to help make certain that every family unit was equipped to take care of its own
home and assist in any community emergency, the National Red Cross increased its nursing staff
to conduct civilian classes on home nursing. In cooperation with the Memphis Chamber of
Commerce, the Memphis Red Cross took part in this program and taught classes to residents and
industries as well. Classes for the latter involved a twenty-hour course taught two nights a week
over a five-week period. There was no course fee charged to the employers or employees.24 This
was another way Memphians were encouraged to “do their part” for the war effort and civil
defense. It is also indicative that Memphians understood that as the bombing of Britain had
shown, even oceans did not guarantee safety from air raids and other wartime catastrophes.
America was not at war, but Memphians were clearly getting prepared – just in case.

22

With the support of the University of Pittsburgh and the March of Dimes, Dr. Jonas Salk developed a vaccine in
1955. Over the course of a few years, the annual number of polio victims dropped from tens of thousands to a few
hundred. For more information, see “Whatever Happened to Polio: Timeline,” accessed October 17, 2015,
http://amhistory.si.edu/polio/timeline, “History,” accessed October 17, 2015, http://poliotoday.org, and “Polio,”
accessed October 17, 2015, https:www.unicefusa.org/mission/survival/immunization/polio.
23

“Polio Closes Second School In This Area,” Commercial Appeal, 7 November 1941.

24

“First Aid Class Graduates 35,” Memphis Business, Vol. 5, No. 1 (January 26, 1942): 7; see also, “Memphis Red
Cross Staff Is Increased,” Commercial Appeal, 10 September 1941. Since its establishment in 1881, the Red Cross
has aided in “domestic and overseas disaster relief efforts.” During World War II, the organization provided services
to military and civilian war victims. As part of its efforts, more than 100,000 nurses were enrolled for military
service, millions of care packages were shipped to prisoners of war, and a “national blood program” was initiated for
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In an effort to reduce congenital syphilis, as well as other venereal diseases, and “also to
practically abolish gin marriages” or those done by youths on a dare, the state’s Clean Marriage
Law became effective on July 1, 1941. With this law, both parties were required to present
certification that they were free from a venereal disease that was in a communicable stage. The
examination had to have been conducted within thirty days of the marriage application.25
Applications fell from twenty per day to just two on the first day.26 Moreover, the sale of
marriage licenses decreased by approximately sixty-six percent in the months of July, August,
and September 1941 compared to the same months for the previous year. The Clean Marriage
Law was blamed for the decrease. Only 233 licenses were sold during those three months in
1941 as compared to 664 during the same months in the previous year. Additionally, a
substantial decline in the sale of licenses for African-Americans was responsible for a great
portion of the decrease.27
Like health issues, education in Memphis was always a source of attention for the
community. What started in February as a demonstration by the students of the city’s largest
college would soon change its mission forever. The students of State Teachers College held a
mass demonstration to change the name of the school to Memphis State College. It had its largest
enrollment of the school’s history and most students had no intention of becoming teachers.
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Dean John Oldham said they could call it whatever they liked, but officially it was to be called
State Teachers College. The school changed its name to Memphis State College later that year.28
West Tennessee State Normal School had been founded by the General Education Bill enacted in
1909 by the Tennessee State Legislature. The institution originally consisted of three brick
buildings situated on eighty acres with an enrollment of 300 students.29
Transportation issues also grabbed the attention of Memphians. With the Mississippi
River as its western boundary, transportation to the west had always been something of a
problem. Other than ferries, the Harahan Bridge was the only means of crossing the Mississippi
River for automobiles. In March, Memphians were informed about probable delays on the
Harahan Bridge due to the replacement of wood planks and installation of steel support beams.30
Bridges had a significant effect on the growth of Memphis. Before the construction of the Great
Bridge in 1892 (later renamed the Frisco Bridge), Memphis was virtually cut off from its
neighbors just across the Mississippi River. There were ferries, but load capacity was limited.
Memphis railroad service was strongly linked with the other major industrial cities in the
Southeast, such as Atlanta, Birmingham, Louisville, and Nashville, which had hundreds of trains
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running daily. Memphis was serviced by ten railroads with fifty-two trains,31 but what the city
lacked was an automobile link to towns on the western side of the Mississippi River. The Great
Bridge was the much-needed western connection for Memphis. The Harahan Bridge opened to
traffic July 14, 1916. This bridge, which was located a mere two hundred feet from the Great
Bridge, housed a double-track rail system as well as side passageways made of wooden planks
for human and animal traffic.32 Unlike the Great Bridge, which was completely confined to rail
traffic, the Harahan Bridge allowed residents of Memphis and eastern Arkansas the ability to
cross the Mississippi River more conveniently.33
The city’s focus on interstate commerce was not stunted by wartime events. In August
1941, at a cost of at least six million dollars, it appeared that Edward H. Crump would finally
realize his dream of linking Memphis and Arkansas with a new vehicular bridge across the
Mississippi River. Congress voted to appropriate seventy-five percent of the necessary funds to
build a bridge as part of the Defense Highway System. The remaining cost was to be paid
equally by Tennessee and Arkansas. Crump was the chairman of the Memphis and Arkansas
Bridge Commission.34 However, President Roosevelt vetoed the Defense Highway Bill in
August 1941, which would have allowed funds necessary to build the Memphis-Arkansas Bridge
across the Mississippi River among other items. Crump responded to the veto by stating, “we
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will get that bridge eventually.”35 Crump’s optimism was unbounding, perhaps because of his
power in Washington. His ability to deliver strong turnouts in Memphis for the Democratic Party
– and thus for Tennessee – meant that he had the ear of party leaders all way to the White House.
He must have known that given time, his operatives in Washington could find a way to bargain
for the bridge he wanted so badly for Memphis.
If city officials could not get their bridge, they could at least begin to generate some city
revenue from the popularity of downtown shopping. Beginning July 1, 1941, for the first time in
the city’s history, Memphians had to pay for parking on downtown streets and in city parking
lots. A remarkable number of parking meters were installed – 1,950. There were 175 firemen and
policemen on hand who instructed and aided motorists on how to use the coin-operated
machines.36 Memphis made more changes concerning motorists. A new speed limit law was
passed and took effect July 1. In Shelby County, but outside the city limits, the new speed limit
was 50 miles per hour. It did not replace any lower limits that were set.37 Additionally, city
officials decided it was time to update the city’s traffic signals. The traffic lights and crossing
signals in the downtown area were in dire need of modernization, especially for fire vehicles.
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The estimated cost of this venture was $63,000. The city began accepting bids for the project in
August and expected construction to begin in September.38
As the school year got underway the transportation of city students became something of
an issue and that heavily involved the streetcar system. In September 1941, the Memphis Street
Railway Company used $50,000 to increase the salaries of 685 employees. These same
employees had taken a voluntary pay cut in 1932 and 1933. Roane Waring, president of the
company, said that these employees deserved the pay increase to help with the cost of living.39
Additionally, Mayor Chandler and Waring worked out a plan that allowed school children to use
the streetcar system for four cents (each way) instead of the usual seven cents. Waring made this
deal allowing for 50,000 school children. At the time, approximately 2,000 Memphis school
children used the streetcar system. The timeframe for the rate reduction was not stated.40
From the standpoint of commerce, Memphis would be greatly affected by President
Roosevelt’s March 1941 signing of the Lend-Lease Act, which offered war supplies to Allied
nations that were unable to make prompt payments. The Act was signed only a couple of weeks
prior to Hitler’s invasion of Greece and Yugoslavia.41 On the home front, numerous factories
were making the necessary transitions to produce war materials for the Allies.
Construction of war industry plants and facilities had been on the rise since 1940 across
the country. In a telegram to Tennessee U.S. Senator Kenneth D. McKellar in September 1940,
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political leader Edward H. Crump pondered if “it would be possible for Memphis to get a camp
or something … I am just hoping that as long as these things are going around we can get a slice
of the pie?”42 However one may feel about the absolutism of the Crump political machine, he
appeared to always want the best, as he saw it, for his city. The following year of 1941, proved to
be one of transition in the city of Memphis as domestic industries began to give way to war
material industries.
On April 1, 1941, E.F. Fisher, General Manager, announced the Fisher Tennessee
Division of General Motors Corporation would be training men to build wings and fuselages for
the B-25-C bombers in the Memphis plant. This plant was the only Fisher plant doing much
lumber work producing hardwood for automobiles and most of the machinery was idle. The
dismantling of the machinery was to begin immediately with the plant closing down within two
months. Very little of the machinery in the Memphis plant, as well as the Detroit plant, was
viable for building the airplane parts, so the plant was to be retooled for airplane part production.
The announcement said that no hiring was being done, but applications would be accepted
toward the end of the month. This meant jobs for people of Shelby County. The site was quite
large – 80 acres, with a building that had 300,000 square feet of floor space which could be
increased to 750,000 square feet.43
The amount of federal funds to be used by the War Department in the Memphis plant was
indefinite at the time of the announcement. It had allotted $4,475,000 for machinery and
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$2,400,000 for plant construction of Fisher’s portion of the B-25-C program, but this included
some work to be done in Detroit and Cleveland. However, Fisher said that the majority of the
funds would be used in Memphis.44
The Ford plant in Memphis was also affected by the war. According to J. K. Lester,
manager, 310 cars and trucks were produced daily, which was ten more than the official capacity
of the plant. Lester said that the plant needed to expand, but defense projects were monopolizing
construction facilities. There was only one eight-hour shift a day operating in each department,
although some departments worked at different hours. He further said that no 24-hour-a-day
schedule was being considered.45 Nevertheless, the Ford Plant in Memphis closed August 22,
1941 and with it, the end of the car production year. Officials kept a maintenance crew and parts
department employees. The closing affected 1,500 employees in the Memphis area. Lester said
that an assembly date for new cars would be set by Detroit, but there was no word yet as to when
that would be.46
The nation’s defense footing continued to effect Memphis’ employment. In August, the
Chapman and Dewey Lumber Company, a woodworking plant, announced it would make
ammunition boxes for the government. Officials further said that they would have a labor payroll
of $20,000 to $25,000 per month and would employ approximately 300 people. The company
was located on Mallory Avenue and occupied the fourteen-acre site of the old Memphis
Hardwood Dimension Mill. The company was scheduled to be operational in four months.47
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The National Fireworks Company announced that in September it would build a plant in
Memphis nine miles east of the city limits. The plant produced a special type of rapid-fire antiaircraft ammunition for the Navy. A representative from the new plant said it would employ
approximately 600 people. Its headquarters was located in West Hanover, Massachusetts.48
Also in August, the Sefton Fibre Can Company of St. Louis announced it would open a
plant in Memphis to be used for defense. The $300,000 defense plant was to manufacture
containers for the shells loaded at the munitions plant in Milan, Tennessee. The new plant would
employ approximately 125 people and was to be opened before the first of the year (1942). The
cylindrical shaped containers were to be made of asphalt-impregnated paper fiber with metal
ends. They were different sizes to accommodate the various shells. These containers were to
protect the shells from moisture during storage and transportation.49 These new industries show a
city on a war footing well before it was at war. The net result for Memphians was an evergrowing pool of employment, surely a welcome change to their lives after the meager existence
in the Great Depression.
Even before the United States entered the war, women began working jobs that were
previously restricted to the male population. The first female taxi driver in Memphis, Lola Oyler,
began working for the Jolly Cab Company in August 1941. The owner of the cab company, Dave
Jolly, said he liked the looks of her application that was placed with Memphis Public
Employment. Oyler was thirty-eight years old, married, and had two sons in the Armed Services:
one, a sergeant at Fort Jackson in South Carolina; and one, a seaman in the Navy. Her husband
was the night foreman at Southern Central Company, a stationery manufacturing company. Jolly
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said that about six more women would be hired, because they were losing too many men to
defense jobs.50
As workmen began to pour into the city for new jobs another business began to boom in
the city of Memphis – prostitution. According to Thomas P. Lowry’s The Story the Soldiers
Wouldn’t Tell, “Armies since the beginning of recorded history have featured an auxiliary corps
of camp followers.”51 Prostitution was given a helping hand by a group of bellboys in some of
the downtown Memphis hotels. The men made “dates” for women in their hotels. Eight AfricanAmerican bellboys employed by several downtown hotels were charged with “aiding and
abetting in soliciting for immoral purposes.” Two others’ charges were dismissed because their
offenses were eighteen months after the fact, so the statute of limitations was applied. Chief of
Police Carroll Seabrook said that the men were arrested based on information given by “two
white women” during an investigation of Mann Act cases. Each man was fined $51.00 in City
Court.52 Additionally, Helen May Young and her husband, Earle Davidson Young (both from
Oklahoma), were arrested for operating a prostitution ring. Their cosmetics company was a front
for their illegal activities. Ms. Young denied the charges until she saw the evidence against her.
She then pled guilty and received a sentence of one year and one day. The case against Mr.
Young was dismissed due to insufficient evidence. The Youngs violated the Mann Act and
employed Memphians, as well as used hotels and houses in Memphis.53
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While crime was always of local interest, April and May were the time of year that
Memphians became engrossed with the happier events surrounding the Cotton Carnival, a civic
affair designed to promote the city’s most important commodity. According to an announcement
in April, Carnival Chairman Les Bacherig and a committee of thirty-two would visit nine towns
as part of their good-will tour.54 The Cotton Carnival was held May 13-18, 1941 and the
Commercial Appeal was jam-packed with its events. “Patriotism” was the theme for the Cotton
Carnival in 1941. There were to be ninety-six bands with more than 5,000 musicians involved
who were requested to play patriotic music. Local businesses such as retailers Goldsmith’s and
Lowensteins, as well as Union Planters Bank, incorporated the Carnival theme into their
advertising.55
The Cotton Carnival was the brainchild of Arthur Halle and a group of local businessmen
a decade earlier. Cotton was “king” in Memphis and the Mid-South. However, during the
Depression, cotton prices plummeted and the region suffered. In 1931, when approached for a
donation, the Lowe’s State Theater manager suggested displays of cotton products in the lobby
of the theater as well as in retail store windows. After meeting with the president of the Cotton
Exchange, the idea of a carnival, complete with a “King, Queen, and Royal Court,” to promote
the use of cotton products soon developed. The first carnival was held in March 1931.56
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Officially, the event was open to all Memphians. Unofficially, it was a “white only” event, an
indication of the level of segregation in the city. Black Memphians were prohibited from any
“official participation in the Cotton Carnival festivities.”57 They were, however, employed to
handle the floats and horses in the parade.58
Interestingly, Dr. R. Q. Venson, an African-American dentist, created the Beale Street
Cotton Makers’ Fiesta following his attendance of the 1935 Cotton Carnival. Although whites
did not coordinate the event, thousands attended. The celebration consisted of marching bands,
drum majorettes, a dance, and a crowning ceremony for a king and queen. Some whites, and
blacks, opposed the event. Those whites refused advertising for the event, and the blacks
resented celebrating the role cotton played in their history. Nonetheless, the carnival was held
every year, except during the years America fought in World War II and in 1968, following the
assassination of Martin Luther King.59
The Carnival’s royalty adorned the front page of the Commercial Appeal on May 14,
1941. King Lee Mallory and Queen Nancy Donelson were pictured on their “Royal Barge.” The
story of the Carnival’s opening festivities regaled readers with the floats’ procession down the
Wolf River into the Mississippi River. Fifty boats from the Memphis Yacht Club traveled down
the river as fireworks exploded all around with the Goodyear blimp Reliance floating overhead.
Mayor Walter Chandler presented a large cotton key to the city to the royal couple, who
promised gaiety and fun so that all could enjoy the week. There was an estimated crowd of
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150,000 in attendance at the Riverside area. In addition, a ball, hosted by prominent couple Mr.
and Mrs. Ira J. Lichterman, was given that night at the Rex-Ridgeway Country Club honoring the
Carnival Court, and this was viewed as the most entertaining of all the Carnival balls. 60 The
front page of the newspapers had been plastered with headlines concerning the war in Europe for
months, but not in mid-May. The Cotton Carnival was the dominant news in Memphis, perhaps
as its citizens tried to turn away from the bad news around the world, but even that would not last
for long.
In May 1941, the War Department declared that a 500-acre tract on Airways Boulevard
had been selected to be the site for the Quartermaster Supply Depot (QSD). This was a
$12,500,000 defense project for Memphis. Approximately 1,000 men, both Army and civilian
personnel, would be employed at this facility. Sixty acres were to be used for buildings, while
part of the remaining acreage was to be used for shops and railroad tracks. The buildings were to
have 2.5 million square feet of floor space. The Quartermaster Supply Depot was to be used as a
storage space for everything needed by soldiers except ordnance. Clothing, equipment and
supplies of all types would be gathered at this location for immediate shipment when
requisitioned to the network of Army camps that had been established throughout the South.
Ordnance, that is, all types of weapons and ammunition, were stored and distributed by the
Ordnance Department and vehicles were managed by the Corps of Engineers. 61
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The military had discovered many difficulties concerning the distribution of provisions
during World War I. Army supplies were consolidated which caused complications with the
delivery of arms and services from the United States to the soldiers in Europe. The National
Defense Act of 1920 mandated the Quartermaster Corps as the main agency for the purchase,
storage, and distribution of supplies to the armed services. There were two categories of
quartermaster storage centers: quartermaster depots and general depots. General depots
incorporated the actions of all the supply services: signal, ordnance, quartermaster, engineer, and
chemical warfare. The Memphis General Depot had three divisions: quartermaster, engineer, and
chemical warfare.62
The Quartermaster Corps had twelve depots with less than eight million square feet of
storage in October 1940. However, six additional depots (two general and four quartermaster)
had been constructed by December 1941 which increased the storage area to just over nineteen
million square feet.63 The Memphis General Depot opened in early January 1942 though
construction was not completed. The name of the depot was changed to the Memphis
Quartermaster Depot in July 1942 and to the Memphis Army Service Forces Depot in March
1943. The latter name remained throughout World War II.64
While the Memphis Army Service Forces Depot was constructed to supply basic needs
for soldiers, the United Service Organization (USO) was created to offer recreational
opportunities to members of the United States armed services from such facilities as the Depot
and those home on leave or in transit. President Roosevelt requested the assistance of members
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from the YMCA, YWCA, the National Jewish Welfare Board, National Catholic Community
Service, the Salvation Army, and the Traveler’s Aid Association (all private organizations) to
handle the enterprise. The objective of the USO was to provide spiritual, social, and recreational
facilities for off-duty soldiers, sailors, and Marines. The organizations came together and formed
the USO, which was incorporated in New York, February 4, 1941.65 The first USO in Memphis
was established by the YMCA. Prior to the formation of the USO, the Memphis YMCA
organized a Servicemen’s Club for members of the armed services.66
On May 31, 1941, Paul V. McNutt, Federal Security Administrator, spoke before 6,000
people at Ellis Auditorium in downtown Memphis, while campaigning for the USO. McNutt said
that the USO is a “hometown job … only here can it be done.” Further, he said that if left to the
Washington paper pushers of bureaucracy, nothing concerning the USO would ever get done.
“Memphis is the Queen City of the South” and has built a reputation for hospitality. He was
certain that other cities would follow Memphis’ example. The Memphis campaign for the USO
was $51,000 and by June 17, it had exceeded its goal by $6,000. The National USO campaign
wanted to raise $10,765,000 for the maintenance, building and supporting of 360 proposed
service clubs to be built by the government near Army and Navy bases.67
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While the Quartermaster Supply Depot reorganization and USO drives affected
Memphians at a larger level, they were also asked to make changes in their lives closer to home.
In early June, the Commercial Appeal printed an article persuading Memphians to gather and
donate any tin they could find around their houses and yards for the war effort. It explained that
paint cans and shaving cream containers, for example, should be donated. It further explained
that seventy-five percent of America’s tin was imported from the Malay Peninsula and the East
Indies. Importing tin took hundreds of ships, which meant thousands of gallons of fuel.
Alternative containers would be made of glass.68 Governor Prentice Cooper sent a request to all
the mayors of Tennessee to begin a scrap metal drive in their cities. He asked for all pots, pans,
and scrap metal to be gathered for the defense program. Mayor Chandler accepted a challenge
from Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia of New York to determine whose citizens could collect the
most scrap metal.69 The Idlewild Theater on Madison Avenue held an aluminum drive the day
following the announcement. The admission price for a matinee showing of the “Ches Davis
Stage Show” was one piece of aluminum.70 Hamill B. Carey vividly recalled a time in his youth
when he collected tin cans and the city held “scrap iron collection drives.”71 Nancy Bonds
Dewbre remembered collecting scrap metal for the war effort as a ten-year-old child living in
Commercial Appeal, 12 June 1941; and, “Memphis USO Drive Tops Goal By $6000,” Commercial Appeal, 17 June
1941.
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Memphis. She said, “I can remember taking my brother’s little red wagon and we’d go down the
alleys behind all the houses and you might find something. You know, put it in the wagon …
metal, or tin foil, they quit making that during the war, you know.”72
Toward the end of June, it was announced that Memphis, in cooperation with other major
Tennessee cities, would cut power consumption for national defense. However, power company
executives did not state how they would do this. Tom Allen, president of the Light, Gas and
Water Division in Memphis, only said that they wanted to “make power available for defense
industry both in and outside of Memphis, but to do it intelligently and unhurtfully.”73 Here
again, well before America was at war, Memphians were feeling the effects of war. National
defense was going to require conservation of metals and energy and Memphians were doing their
part. One cannot but wonder, though, if 1941 conservation was not seen as more of an annoyance
than an act of patriotism. After all, it was all in support of a war that most Americans still wanted
to avoid.
With all the changes going on in the world because of the war, Memphians still made
time to pay attention to the passing of a prominent citizen. On June 4, 1941, Chancery, Circuit,
and Probate Courts recessed to pay tribute to the late B. F. (Benjamin Franklin) Booth, Attorney
at Law. Booth was an African-American and, at age eighty-three, the oldest practicing attorney
(of either race) in Shelby County. The judges of those courts, as well as approximately forty
attorneys, met to remember and honor Booth in the courtroom of Division One of the Chancery
Court. It was said, “the late negro attorney was an honor to the profession.” Booth received a
degree in 1884 from Mississippi Industrial College in Holly Springs, Mississippi. He became a
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teacher and later a principal in Bolivar, Tennessee. Following his dream of becoming a lawyer,
Booth turned his attention to studying law under the tutelage of William Inge, a criminal lawyer
and the Speaker of the Mississippi House of Representatives. He completed his studies and
began practicing law in Memphis in 1888 where he became quite successful and wealthy
concentrating on civil law.74 According to the Negro Chamber of Commerce Directory of 1941,
there were a total of ten African-American “lawyers, judges, and justices” in Memphis at the
time.75 The tribute for him was significant given the racial segregation practiced in Memphis, as
well as other major cities at the time.
While defense efforts were on the minds of Memphians, entertainment had not been
forgotten, but had become more patriotic. On July 4, there was a huge fireworks display to be
held at the Fairgrounds as well as venues for picnics and smaller fireworks around the city.
According to the Commercial Appeal, “Memphians, like others in [the] nation, will go about
seeking pleasure, but thoughts are expected to turn to keeping [the] torch of freedom burning.”76
During July 1941, the Memphis Open Air Theater (MOAT), announced the premiere of
the play Robin Hood for its opening performance of the summer. This was their fourth year of
open-air productions at the park’s “star-canopied amphitheater,”77 the Overton Park Shell.
Construction of the Shell was funded by the City of Memphis and the Works Progress

74

“Bar Association Pays Booth High Tribute,” Commercial Appeal, 5 June 1941; see also, Roberta Church and
Ronald Walter, Nineteenth Century Memphis Families of Color 1850-1900 (Memphis: Murdock Printing Company,
1987), 4-5.
75

T.J. Johnson, ed., A Classified Directory of Memphis and Shelby County: 1941 (Memphis: Negro Chamber of
Commerce), 144.
76

“‘Glorious Fourth’” This Year To Be More Solemn Occasion,” Commercial Appeal, 3 July 1941.

77

“Tomorrow Night’s ‘Robin Hood’ Premiere Brings Gaiety Back To Overton,” Commercial Appeal, 6 July 1941.

31

Administration in 1936. It resembled outdoor shells in Chicago, St. Louis, and New York.78
MOAT presented plays, musicals, orchestra, and light opera performances at the Shell from 1938
until 1951.79
The Water Follies of 1941, starring Buster Crabbe and the Aquacade came to Ellis
Auditorium in October 1941. Staged by Billy Rose, the swimming and diving performers utilized
a $15,000 portable pool. The Commercial Appeal Christmas Fund sponsored the exhibit as a
means of raising money for its charity.80 Another charity event presented in September was the
annual horse show sponsored by Le Bonheur and emceed by actor Dick Powell, a native of
Arkansas.81 The Le Bonheur Club was established by a group of young Memphis women in 1923
for the purpose of aiding the Leath Orphanage. The annual horse show was a method of raising
money for its enterprise.82
The opening day of the Mid-South Fair occurred on October 11, 1941. This weeklong
event featured dairy and poultry shows, 4-H competitions, rides, concessions, animals, and a
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pageant for choosing a queen. People came from neighboring cities, counties, and states for this
annual event.83 Conversely, the 31st Annual Colored Tri-State Fair was held at the Fairgrounds
beginning October 23, 1941, for the African-American population of Memphis. Among other
competitions and entertainment, this three-day event boasted rides, a baby pageant, and a cattle
show. Adult tickets were a mere fifty cents and children could partake for thirty-five cents.84
African-Americans had participated in award-winning competitions at the Shelby County Fair
from its beginning until the enactment of “Jim Crow” segregation laws in the 1870s.85 Fifty-five
years after the first fair in Memphis, the Negro Tri-State Fair was founded by Dr. L.G. Patterson,
an African-American physician. It was held at the fairgrounds following the completion of the
“white” event.86
Financing defense projects became a priority for Americans generally, and Memphians
specifically. In 1941, the Series E Defense Savings Bond was produced to finance America’s
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involvement in the war. Defense Bonds went on sale May 1, 194187 and Memphians bought
them with a vengeance. Memphians purchased $3,261,822 worth of bonds within a three-month
period, just over $1,000,000 per month. Sales throughout the United States totaled
$1,006,477,000 within the same period, according to the Treasury Department. Sales far
exceeded expectations. Bonds were sold to individuals and banks were not permitted to buy or
lend money for their purchase. Defense stamps were sold as well. Memphians purchased
$28,799.45 worth of stamps during the same three-month period. Motion pictures playing at the
locally owned Malco Theater included trailers advertising bonds, as well as music in the lobby
playing the hit song, “Any Bonds Today” by Irving Berlin.88
The African-American community also figured prominently in bond sales. A fundraiser
at the Booker T. Washington High School Stadium was held by the Beale Street Elks.
Additionally, a pageant for young, single African-American ladies was held and “Miss Brown
Memphis” was crowned. Dancing and music were offered to all with approximately 4,000 in
attendance.89 All this indicates two things about Memphians of both races. First, it is clear that
they felt it important to help the defense effort by buying bonds. And second, it seems to indicate
how much more discretionary income was available to Memphians in the wake of the Great
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Depression. But perhaps there is another factor worth weighing here: Americans generally, and
Memphians specifically, may have come out of the economic catastrophe of the 1930s with a bit
of a jaundiced eye toward banks. After all, many had folded during the Great Depression and
taken depositors’ money down with them. Thus, defense bonds (and later war bonds) offered
what was seen as a safer haven for investors.
An indication of the growing influence of African-American merchants was the first
publication of the Directory for Negroes by the Negro Chamber of Commerce, which was
released in August 1941. The 152-page directory listed reviews of African-American
businessmen as well as the “business, civic, industrial, professional, and religious activities” of
the black community in Memphis and Shelby County. Moreover, the directory listed schools,
parks, and playgrounds denoted for the black residents.90 The establishment of a separate
Chamber of Commerce is another example of the segregation practiced in the rigid society of
Memphis.
Two November holidays took on a more patriotic tone in 1941. Demonstrating patriotism
and national pride, more than 6,000 soldiers and veterans took part in the Armistice Day parade
on November 11 as well as troops of Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, and bands from local
schools.91 At about the same time, adhering to an experimental proclamation made by President
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Roosevelt, thirty-two of the United States were celebrating Thanksgiving 1941 on November 20,
however, sixteen states, including Tennessee, were celebrating the holiday on November 27.
Governor Cooper made a proclamation of his own-Tennessee celebrated Thanksgiving on
November 27. Therefore, businesses remained open on November 20.92 It was held on the last
Thursday of November throughout the nation until President Roosevelt moved the date to “spur
retail sales” in 1939.93 After amending a resolution from the House, the Senate established
Thanksgiving to be celebrated on the “fourth” Thursday of November instead of the “last” taking
into account the years when the month had five Thursdays. Congress passed the resolution and it
was signed by President Roosevelt on December 26, 1941.94
On the first year’s anniversary of the Selective Service Act, 27,228 men were accepted
into the United States Army from Tennessee. Of those, 2,744 were from Shelby County. The
“state was credited with 26,537 enlistments in the regular service and the National Guard, which
[was] still on active duty.” Tennessee had over 53,000 men serving in the Nation’s Armed
Forces, with more than two-thirds being volunteers.95
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Sponsored by the American Legion, the Veteran’s Hospital Christmas Fund raised money
every year to help local veterans who could no longer work. Having only raised $166.00, they
were far from their goal of $2,500.00. The Legion wanted enough money to give each veteran
$5.00 to help them during the holidays.96
In Washington, the Office of Production Management (OPM) issued an order demanding
the immediate elimination of “non-essential” uses of electricity. The City and Memphis Light
Gas and Water Commission officials met and agreed to wait until an official word was received
before taking any actions of enforcement. Mayor Chandler and Thomas H. Allen, president of
MLGW, were reluctant to take any steps to comply with the order until they received an
“official” order. By this order, no advertisement signs, floodlights, outdoor lights, or ornamental
lights could be used. Streetlights were the only outdoor light exception.97 The order would
remain until the city received a significant amount of rain to fill the reservoirs. The “no evening
lights” order would also interfere with night football games. Although most Memphians did
comply with the OPM order, Mayor Chandler argued that those attending the football games
would not be using lights at home.98 Further, he said, “football is an outlet and a morale builder.”
He ultimately lost his fight with the Federal Government.99 Edward H. Crump was quoted as
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saying that the decree was “nonsensical and impractical.”100 Despite the blackout order, toward
the end of November, Memphians celebrated the impending Christmas holiday with a flarelighted night parade. A crowd of more than 100,000 witnessed thirty bands playing and troops of
Boy Scouts carrying colored flares and sparklers to guide in Santa and his sleigh.101
While everyday life remained relatively routine in the United States, conditions in Europe
were permeated with turbulence. It was no secret that most Memphians wanted to stay out of the
war in Europe, however the employment opportunities offered by defense contracts for “the great
arsenal of democracy” since it began had changed the local economy with adjustments in
manufacturing, and affected society at large with the additions of organizations such as the USO
and calls for the conservation and collection of key war materials. This would only increase with
events that followed.
Earlier in 1941, Hitler initiated “Operation Barbarossa,” his military strategy to invade
the Soviet Union.102 Two years previously, Hitler and Joseph Stalin had signed the GermanSoviet Non-Aggression Pact, thus merging two of the world’s formidable military powers.103 The
pact would prevent Germany from having to fight a “two-front” war.104 Hitler’s invasion ended
the pact between the two countries, and initiated a new aspect of the war. Toward the end of the
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year, the next phase of the war would catch Memphians, and most of the world, completely by
surprise.
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CHAPTER THREE
“Who’s Pearl Harbor?”
As December 1941 began, the affairs of the world would take greater precedence in
Memphians’ lives. Relations between the United States and Japan had become strained after the
Japanese invasions of China during the 1930s. As Japan’s militarism escalated, the sanctions
from the United States increased. Japan relied heavily on the United States for petroleum after
losing a bidding war to obtain oil from Saudi Arabia in 1939. Prompted by its increased
militarism, President Roosevelt terminated a 1911 commercial treaty with Japan in July 1939. By
supplying more than half its oil, most of its aviation fuel, scrap metal, and copper, Japan had
become dependent on the United States for vital resources. Following Japan’s complete invasion
of Indochina in July 1941, Roosevelt froze all Japanese assets and ceased all oil exports.
Negotiations between Secretary of State Cordell Hull and the Japanese ambassador to the United
States Kichisaburo Nomura in the fall of 1941 proved futile.1 In February 1941, the newly
selected ambassador had declared, “There is no question whatsoever outstanding between the
countries which cannot be settled in an amicable and satisfactory manner through a timely
display of statesmanship by the respective peoples of both sides.”2
Memphis residents went to sleep on Saturday, December 6, 1941, with no expectation
that their lives would be forever changed the following day. On December 7, 1941, the hearts of
Americans seemingly stopped. Early that morning, the United States naval base at Pearl Harbor
had been attacked by Japan.3 A report of the attack was conveyed by an Associated Press bulletin
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to news agencies and radio networks on the mainland at 1:22 P.M. Central Standard Time.
Within minutes, the two major radio networks, NBC and CBS, had confirmed the information
with the government. Regular Sunday programming was interrupted with the horrific news while
the attack was still underway in Hawaii.4 The Japanese airstrikes killed 2,403 people and
wounded 1,104 others.5 The American public would not know the extent of the damage for
some time – in some cases, for years. But certainly in Memphis, people quickly understood that
day that they were no longer neutral concerning the war in Europe.
The Commercial Appeal printed an “extra” edition of the newspaper that day to inform
Memphians about the savage attack on Pearl Harbor.6 The screaming headline spoke volumes:
“Japs Open War-Bomb Hawaii.”7 Disbelief was rampant. How could this happen on an
American Naval Base? At the beginning, no one really knew how it could happen, just that it
had.
Nancy Bonds Dewbre of Memphis was ten years old when Pearl Harbor was attacked.
After church, she had gone skating around her neighborhood on Dorothy Street. When she
returned, her parents were in the living room attentively listening to the radio. Her father looked
distraught and her mother was crying. Nancy was confused by the situation. “Usually, when
Mother was crying, we had gotten a death message or something,” she said. She went to her
bedroom to put the skates away and asked her sister, Sarah, what had happened. The two
4

“Radio Reports Japan’s Attack on Pearl Harbor,” accessed August 4, 2016,
http://www.modestoradiomuseum.org/radio%20reports%20pearl.html.
5

Polmar and Allen, 629.

6

“War ‘Extra’ Sets New Sales Record,” Commercial Appeal, 8 December 1941. Twenty thousand copies of the
Commercial Appeal were sold which broke the previous records of 10,000 copies sold with reports of the Armistice,
and the sinking of the Spanish fleet at Manila; 15,000 copies were sold when Charles Lindbergh’s baby was
kidnapped.
7

“Japs Open War-Bomb Hawaii,” Commercial Appeal, 7 December 1941.

41

returned to the living room and her father said, “I’m sure we’re at war. The Japanese have
bombed Pearl Harbor.” Nancy explained, “And, I didn’t understand a lot of that, you know. I
was ten. I turned to my sister and I said, ‘Who is Pearl Harbor?’ ”8
Josephine Milani Brooks Sammons, a first generation Italian-American, was a student at
Randolph-Macon Woman’s College in Virginia when she heard about the attack. She had yet to
come home to Memphis for Christmas break. “We all gathered around the radio and listened in
disbelief,” she explained, “There was a lot of hugging and a lot of tears.”9 W. Lewis Wood, Jr.
had been at a fraternity meeting at St. John’s Methodist Church in Memphis when he heard the
news. “I was sixteen years of age at the time and wished I was at least seventeen so I could
volunteer,” he said.10 Hamill B. Carey was twelve years old and out playing with a group of
friends when Pearl Harbor was bombed. He recalled, “thinking we could smash tiny Japan in six
weeks!”11 Herman Watlington, was a twenty-two-year-old man visiting his family in Jackson,
Tennessee. He said, “I was laying on the floor, that Sunday afternoon, listening to the big bands
when they interrupted with the news about the attack on Pearl Harbor.” He further explained, “I
had just finished up serving a year with the medical detachment of the National Guard at Fort
Jackson in South Carolina and had only been out for a few weeks.”12
The next day, Monday, December 8, President Roosevelt appeared before a joint session
of Congress and requested a declaration of war against the Japanese Empire. It only took the
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President seven minutes and five hundred words to convince Congress. The resolutions were at
both Houses within fifteen minutes of Roosevelt’s speech. The Senate voted unanimously in
favor, 82-0. The House voted immediately after, but it did not have unity among the ranks.
Jeannette Rankin, the Republican representative from Montana, voted “no” which made the vote
388-1.13 Germany and Italy declared war on the United States three days later. Hitler claimed
Germany was obligated to do so under the terms of the Tripartite Agreement that was signed
with Japan in 1940.14 On the same day, President Roosevelt sent a message to Congress
requesting a declaration of war against Germany and Italy as well.15 Once again, the Senate
voted in unanimous favor and all members of the House voted in favor as well, except one who
merely said, “present” when called upon. That member was Representative Rankin.16
Herman Watlington recalled listening to President Roosevelt’s radio address to the
nation, “Monday morning, Roosevelt addressed Congress, and with one exception, they voted to
declare war on Japan and Germany. Roosevelt didn’t want to leave Germany out of the situation
because they were already patrolling our harbors.”17 Hamill B. Carey related his memory of
President Roosevelt’s speech from the day after the attack, “On Monday morning, December 8,
13
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Miss Flora Rawls, our school principal at Memphis State Training School, called the whole
school into the auditorium. There was a small radio on the stage and we listened to President
Roosevelt’s ‘Day of Infamy’ speech. Miss Rawls knew that we children should be a part of
history.”18 Peggy Jo Welch Williamson vividly recalled listening to Roosevelt’s speech as a
seven-year-old girl. She said, “It was the first time I remember hearing Roosevelt’s voice. It was
very commanding.”19
Memphians responded to the attack with fervor. The recruitment office overflowed with
men wanting to enlist. Offices were open twenty-four hours a day with all personnel working.20
Hugh Bates, a former Deputy U.S. Marshall and member of the State Highway Patrol, was the
first Memphian to enlist. Choosing the Navy, he left by train the night of December 8 for
Nashville before shipping out to fight.21 All ages and races rushed to enlist. Although the
military was segregated, blacks and whites mingled in line waiting to sign-up to serve. Some
were refused. They were too young or too old. Victor Williams, age sixteen, was refused by all
branches of the service. His birthday was two months away, yet he wanted to go right then.
“They need us now. They ought to let us in,” he exclaimed. Ages and races may have differed,
yet their attitudes appeared the same: the Japanese had attacked the United States, and the nation
must be defended.22
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Fear gripped the city. Mayor Chandler made every attempt to assure the citizens of
Memphis that they would be safe. All agencies of “Government, city and county, moved to
defend the city and environs against sabotage.” Ongoing construction at the airport was placed
on a seven-day-week schedule until its completion. Additionally, all airport employees were
deputized to protect the airfield.23
Other than ferry services, the Harahan Bridge was the only means for automobiles to
cross the Mississippi River into Arkansas. To protect the Harahan Bridge from possible
sabotage, Commissioner Boyle ordered groups of four men armed with shotguns to patrol the
traffic lanes (two for each lane) from the Tennessee state line to the Memphis entrance and exit
lanes. Additionally, four searchlights were erected to illuminate the piers and traffic lanes. Major
Gray Albright of the Arkansas State Highway Patrol informed Commissioner Boyle that
Arkansas would follow suit and patrol the entrances and exits on their side as well.24
Three hundred-forty soldiers training at Camp Forrest in Tullahoma, Tennessee, arrived
in Memphis the day after the attack to augment patrolling the bridge, guard defense plants, and
the Tennessee Powder Plant in Millington, the Fisher Bomber Aircraft Division, the Army
Depot, the U.S. Fireworks Company, the Buckeye Cotton Oil Mill, and the munitions plant in
Milan, Tennessee. The soldiers brought full equipment, including 37mm guns, .50 caliber
machine guns, rifles, and small arms. In addition, boats were used to patrol the river for possible
hazards. Governor Cooper said, “Tennessee can be counted on to live up to the proud traditions
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of the Volunteer State.”25 The Memphis Park Commission decided these men needed a place to
rest, relax, and recreate. They offered buildings and acreage at the Fairgrounds to be used for
entertainment as well as outdoor and indoor sports. It did not interfere with exhibits or events
held at the Fairgrounds. The soldiers were admitted to those at no cost.26 Hamill B. Carey
related, “The Tennessee National Guard immediately put guards patrolling the water plants in
Memphis and the bridges across the Mississippi River. We were all very vulnerable to
sabotage.”27
As part of the Civilian Defense Program, the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Memphis
sponsored a five-day training course in emergency situations offered to the police and other law
enforcement executives. James D. Good, former administrative assistant to J. Edgar Hoover and
current Director of the Jackson, Mississippi field office, was the instructor for the training
program. According to Director Good, the program would offer courses including “air raid
reports, co-ordination of war emergency work, police communications, codes, air raid signals,
traffic control in wartime and blackouts, blackout enforcement, reorganization of police
departments, gas protection and decontamination, interment work, prevention of looting and
evacuation work.”28
A guard experienced a nerve-wracking ordeal at the TVA substation. A man approached
the facility and was asked to stop. When he failed to do so, the guard shot at him. He said that he
25
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was uncertain if he had hit the man or not. While people did have every right to be in the area
and walk around, it was required that they stop and identify themselves when requested. No
gunshot injuries were reported from that night.29
On December 9, Governor Cooper informed the War Department that Tennessee’s three
State Guard regiments were “ready and fully equipped for any emergency.”30 After taking office
as governor in 1939, Cooper began instituting the basic principles of civilian defense in
Tennessee. Moreover, he began urging war industries to build their companies in Tennessee.31
The Tennessee Highway Patrol was sent to municipal airports due to the grounding of all civilian
flights, as ordered by Robert H. Hinckley, Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Air. The flights
were grounded until proper protocol for civilian air travel was received from Washington, D.C.32
In the days following the attack on Pearl Harbor, there was a feeling of uncertainty and
disruption in the country. With that came a need for a sense of security. Patrolling the Harahan
Bridge began almost immediately following the attack, as had the airport to a limited degree.
However, city officials soon deemed it necessary to impose tighter security at certain facilities
and structures. Security at the airport was significantly increased. Deputized airport employees
were not enough, and the military took over guarding the airport. Citizens were no longer
allowed to visit or park at the airport unless they had a flight or business there. It was necessary
to carry identification if traveling or conducting business at the airport. Planning for constructing
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twenty guard stations around the airport facility was to begin immediately, and extra floodlights
were erected on the airfield. Further, Memphis Light, Gas, and Water Division officials
announced a conference with Army officials to determine security for the Memphis Generating
Company plant and its substations.33
In addition to guarding the Harahan Bridge and the Mississippi River waterway
underneath, restrictions were placed on other river travel. The Coast Guard curtailed navigation
on the Tennessee River as well. It posted signs above the dams, but offered no explanation.
Boats were allowed to pass through the locks and continue along designated channels. Unless
waiting to pass through, mooring and anchoring were no longer allowed in the restricted area of
the dams.34
In an eight-part series, the Commercial Appeal published drawings of different models of
airplanes, complete with the country of origin. Each Sunday, for eight weeks, it published a halfpage spread with the various models. Citizens could learn to recognize them and determine
whether to report them to the authorities.35 According to Hamill B. Carey, “We boys studied and
could identify EVERY airplane.”36
One night in December 1941, John McNamara was driving around the city with his
family. He noticed the soldiers guarding the Memphis Generating Company plant on that cold
night. McNamara went home, made a large amount of coffee, returned to the plant, and offered
33
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some to all the soldiers. He then went to the Harahan Bridge to give those soldiers hot coffee as
well. He not only gave them a bit of warmth, but also his gratitude and hospitality.37 Hamill B.
Carey and a few members of his Boy Scout troop took coffee and cookies to soldiers who
guarded the Sheehan Water Pumping Station in early December 1941. He recalled, “I don’t
know how we were able to carry a coffee pot on a bicycle, but we did! The soldiers acted like
they appreciated us.”38
Now that the United States was at war, supplies were in great demand. Restrictions were
placed on products throughout wartime, and the first victim was rubber. Washington imposed
limitations on the sale of tires and tubes until December 22 in an effort to prevent a buying
frenzy. However, this first restriction did not include used tires, retreads, or tires that were on
new vehicles.39
The attack on Pearl Harbor not only caused a shift in priorities on the national level, but
on the local level as well. For the first time in twelve years, Memphis decided not to have its
annual Cotton Carnival festivities. Instead, the organization would remain together to aid the
country in any way possible and devote its efforts to the defense of the United States. According
to the Executive Committee of the Cotton Carnival Association, “Frivolity and extravagance of
the usual Cotton Carnival [will] be suspended in keeping with the seriousness of these stringent
times …”40 The committee voted unanimously to suspend the Carnival until the war ended. The
iron and steel used for the floats were donated to the war effort. The Cotton Carnival Service
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Men’s Hall was managed by its president, William H. Chandler, Jr. It provided housing for
approximately 150,000 servicemen during the war years. The facility offered “clean beds and
showers” for “a nominal charge.” The benevolence of the Carnival Association not only
reminded citizens of the suspended annual event, but also served as an “example for other
organizations.”41
In the weeks following the attack on Pearl Harbor, the backlash against all things
Japanese was being felt in Memphis. By order of the Memphis Park Commission, the Japanese
Garden in Overton Square was removed. “We don’t want any of their culture around,” an
unnamed representative of the commission was reported as saying to the Commercial Appeal.
Whether or not Japanese prints, silks, or other products would be sold was to be determined at a
later date.42 There were five Memphians of Japanese ancestry living in the city according to the
1940 census – a native-born minor female, a foreign-born female, and three foreign-born males.
Following the attack, city police were seen on guard outside a bakery owned by a Japanese
family on Madison Avenue. It is unclear whether they were guarding, protecting, or surveilling
the store. Within days, the bank accounts of the bakers and their employees were seized by the
Federal Reserve Bank.43 According to W. Lewis Wood, Jr., “There was a family of Japanese in
Memphis who owned one of the best bakeries in town. The entire family was arrested and the
bakery closed … the family had lived in Memphis for many years and were most pleasant … We
never heard from this family again and I fear they were not treated well.”44
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As a gesture of patriotism, the larger department stores of Memphis (Goldsmith’s, Bry’s,
Gerber’s, and Lowenstein’s) placed a ban on all Japanese-made goods in their stores. Items such
as china, types of rayon, and various novelties and gifts were removed from shelves and
destroyed. This act of patriotism came at a significant financial cost to store owners; however, it
is likely that the cost of the goods was returned in publicity.45
Beginning December 15, 1941, the Memphis area YMCA facilities began operating on a
twenty-four hour schedule to aid servicemen, offering a place for them to relax, sleep, or even
bathe.46 Likewise, the Red Cross of Memphis opened three canteens across the city for soldiers.
The canteens were located at the airport, the Fairgrounds, and on Main Street across from Grand
Central Station. All locations were open to soldiers on duty in Memphis as well as those passing
through the city.47 Along with other patriotic societies, it sponsored the first military dance in
late December. The Fairgrounds Casino was filled with approximately 500 soldiers and 200
young Southern ladies. The dance began at nine in the evening and lasted three hours. It was
reportedly very orderly and respectful, and considered a great success.48
While attention was focused on the war, it was still the Christmas season and some
charities were not going to go wanting. The American Legion, in conjunction with the
Commercial Appeal, sponsored a philanthropic gala for the needy of Memphis. Through their
joint Christmas Fund, they raised money to provide “fuel and food” those less fortunate during
the holiday season. The Christmas Fund also sponsored the Beale Street Negro Elks. On
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Christmas Eve, 350 containers of food were distributed to needy African-Americans. The
families were selected by the Elks and Christmas Fund officials.49
Early in December, railroad workers threatened to strike. Management and the union
reached an agreement December 2. The settlement paid nearly 4,000 employees a combined
$350,000. Illinois Central and Frisco said they would try to make certain the money was received
by Christmas.50
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company found a way around the rationing order on tires.
Raymond Firestone, president of the company, announced it would be manufacturing tires from
“reclaimed” tires. Tires for automobiles, tractors, and other farm implements were to be made as
soon as they were able to install the necessary equipment for production.51
Three “defense” trains, sponsored by the Office of Production Management and staffed
with representatives from the OPM and officials from both the Navy and Army, traveled around
the country to inform various local manufacturers of the needs required for defense by the U.S.
Navy and Army. One of these trains traveled to Memphis. Approximately one thousand
manufacturers came to the exhibit. The cars were stocked with examples of items needed for
defense, such as, bomb parts, gas masks, radios, clothes, shoes, and small tools. If manufacturers
found an item they could produce, they were to contact the office in charge of that section. The
information was recorded and the manufacturer was given the proper forms that were to be sent
to the procurement agency involved. All future transactions were to go through a bidding
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process. Upon the train’s arrival, Arthur Field, OPM director of Memphis, received a request
from the Navy for two million bags for sand that were needed within ten days. Field spoke with
local bag manufacturers at the exhibit and placed an order for 975,000 bags.52
As 1941 wound down, not all of Memphis’ concerns were about the war. The Wellington
Clinic, a combination health center and dispensary, was dedicated on December 28, 1941. Mayor
Chandler was present to formally open the facility. The health center was the first of its kind
devoted to the care of African-Americans in Memphis. It was converted from the mansion of
General Sam Carnes. The home and land were donated by the Board of Education.53 The clinic
was supported by the Memphis and Shelby County Health Department, but employed an
exclusively African-American staff. The facility offered treatments for social diseases, prenatal
care, tuberculosis, hygiene, and dentistry.54
The fifth annual MidSouth Business Survey section was printed in the Commercial
Appeal on January 1. The survey dubbed 1941 as the “best business year in the history of
Memphis.” The Mid-South had a bumper crop of cotton and witnessed the highest prices in
twelve years.55 Cotton sales reached $200 million, which was the highest price of cotton and
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seeds since the boom in 1929.56 More cotton was ginned and baled in Shelby County than any
other in Tennessee during 1941. According to the Census Bureau of the Department of
Agriculture, Shelby County ginned approximately 9.5 percent of all the cotton in the state. The
year before, the county ginned 8.8 percent of all the cotton statewide.57 Additionally, the building
industry recorded its best year since 1937. More than $16,000,000 was spent on construction in
1941.58 Nearby Jackson, Tennessee, recorded an “all time record” in building with just over $1.2
million spent on construction.59 Department stores in Memphis showed a significant increase in
retail sales for the week of December 27, 1941 compared to the same week in 1940. Their
records indicated sales were up by an astounding fifty-two percent. Moreover, retail sales had
increased by twenty-two percent for the year, according to the Federal Reserve Bank in St.
Louis.60 Not to be upstaged, the Post Office offered an all-time record in receipts. Over $3.2
million was spent at the Memphis area postal facilities which was more than $300,000 received
in the previous year.61 Additionally, Memphis provided the venue for 629 conventions that had
an attendance of 61,387 representatives and those conventions generated millions of dollars for
the city’s businesses.62

56

“Sales Of Cotton Here Go Over $200,000,000,” Commercial Appeal, 1 January 1942.

57

“Shelby Is Top Cotton County Again In 1941,” Commercial Appeal, 23 March 1942. Shelby County ginned
54,608 bales in 1941 and 44,422 bales in 1940. All cotton producing counties in Tennessee ginned 574,013 bales in
1941 and 502,871 bales in 1940.
58

“Building In Memphis Soared,” Commercial Appeal, 1 January 1942.

59

“All Time Record Set In Jackson Building,” Commercial Appeal, 2 January 1942.

60

“Retail Sales On Upgrade,” Commercial Appeal, 4 January 1942.

61

“Postoffice Receipts Reach All-Time High,” Commercial Appeal, 1 January 1942.

62

“629 Conventions Help Advertise Memphis; 61,387 Delegates Registered Here,” Memphis Business, Vol. 5, No. 1
(January 26, 1942): 4, 8; and, “Conventions To Draw 40,000 Here In 1942,” Commercial Appeal, 11 January 1942.

54

By the end of the year, twenty-four new businesses had been established in Memphis. Of
those, five were built to produce or store defense items: Fisher Aircraft Division, U.S.
Quartermaster Depot, Ernst Bischoff Company, Sefton Fibre Can Company, and National
Fireworks Company. The remaining companies manufactured products such as canned dog food,
powdered milk, light fixtures, and pickles.63 Regardless of its merchandise, the businesses
offered thousands of employment opportunities for Memphians.
The United States closed 1941 at war with the Axis Powers of Europe and Japan. Men of
all ages and races swarmed recruitment offices to enlist hoping for the chance to avenge the
country.64 Citizens across the nation who were unable or physically unfit to enlist joined together
to do whatever possible on the home front to aid soldiers in the endeavor to defeat the enemy.
Although the country was devastated by the loss of life caused by the attack on Pearl Harbor,
Japan had awakened a “sleeping giant” like the world had never seen, and Memphians would
figure in the war effort for their foreseeable future.
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CHAPTER FOUR
“Ration Books For Everything!”
Between December 22 and January 14, 1942, President Roosevelt and Prime Minister
Winston Churchill, accompanied by their staff members and top military leaders, held a series of
war strategy meetings in Washington, D.C., known as the “Arcadia Conference.” Although most
Americans desired prompt military revenge on Japan, it was determined that Nazi Germany
posed a greater immediate threat to most Allied nations; therefore, they agreed upon a “Europe
First” military plan. The Allies focused on defeating Hitler’s regime, but “planned on fighting a
holding battle with Japan.”1 Memphians, and all Americans, did not know the details of the plan,
but would see it begin to play out over the span of the next year as the war further continued to
change their lives at home.
President Roosevelt called for a National Day of Prayer on January 1, 1942, and in
accordance with his request, Memphians were asked to participate, regardless of race or creed.2
The Commercial Appeal reiterated the President’s proclamation for a “National Day of Prayer”
complete with a printed prayer on the front page of the newspaper composed by W. T. Ellis, an
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employee of the Commercial Appeal who conducted weekly Sunday school lessons at the
newspaper.3 (see Appendix B)
In less than a month’s time, much had changed in the United States and Memphis.
Citizens were accustomed to holiday closings of retail establishments and government facilities
on New Year’s Day. The war did not alter some of these closings, but in 1942, all Federal
government agencies were open for business like any other day. The United States was now at
war, and the government could not afford to take a holiday.4
Rationing goods in the United States began in January 1942, and the first item to be
rationed was tires. The concept of the program, instituted by the Office of Price Administration
(OPA), was to control prices as well as limit the amounts purchased. By controlling prices,
government officials believed all citizens would have the same opportunities to purchase
rationed items, not just the wealthy.5 The OPA announced the allotments for tires and tubes for
the month of January. The amounts were instituted county by county with a range of 105 for the
territory of Alaska and 36,680 for Texas. Tennessee was to receive a total of 2,088 tires and
1,748 tubes for cars and 4,232 tires and 3,538 tubes for trucks and buses. The Office of
Production Management (OPM) also stressed the United States’ loss of critical imports from the
Far East. Moreover, it ordered reductions in the usage of tin and prohibited the manufacturing of
many products. Items such as buckles, toys, musical instruments, bells, and jewelry were no
longer to be made. Leon Henderson, Price Administrator, said he believed the amounts were
“adequate” and people should not “get panicky.” The quotas and cessation of production took
3
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effect January 5. State and local boards were appointed to oversee the rationing process. The
state ration board members were chosen by Governor Prentice Cooper, and the local board
members were chosen by the state members.6 Will R. Manier, State Coordinator for the Office of
Civilian Defense (OCD), urged all air raid wardens and air defense coordinators to take part in
the search for scrap rubber. They canvased the houses of Memphis. Citizens were informed to
take any scrap rubber to local gas stations. Arrangements were made to pick up larger loads and
transport them to “rubber receiving centers.”7
Rationing of tin soon followed. The OPM also placed a ban on sales and production of
new automobiles until a ration plan could be organized. A “new” vehicle was defined as any
1942 model or one that had been driven less than one thousand miles. This ban included light
and heavy-duty trucks as well. The ban took effect on January 15 and overall production of
civilian vehicles was to be ceased in a matter of weeks.8 However, the Ration Boards of Shelby
County granted eleven Memphians permits to purchase a new 1942 model automobile. The
vehicles had been ordered prior to the rationing mandate. Many applied, but only those who
demonstrated a “war time” need were approved. The automobile rationing went into effect
February 26. The Board also regulated retreading tires.9
In March 1942, Memphis was selected to be a salvage center for the War Production
Board (WPB). Twenty-one cities across the nation were chosen for the task of recovering scrap
6
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metal on a larger scale than that of the local War Production Board. These “special” salvage
centers recovered train equipment as well as ship, railway, and bridge scrap metal.10
Additionally, two field offices for the Office of Price Administration were established in the
Southeast. One was in Birmingham and the other was in Memphis. The functions of the local
offices were the maintenance of established price schedules, maintenance of price “freezes,” and,
the supervision of all rationing orders through the state rationing administrator.11
Since the maintenance and purchase of personal vehicles was subjected to rationing,
Mayor Chandler and the City Commission began discussions of adding bus routes in the city.
The first up for discussion was adding a bus route on Union Avenue. While buses were subjected
to the same rationing process, they would aid in transportation.12 Furthermore, the rationing of
automobiles and tires caused more adults to sideline their motor vehicles and purchase bicycles.
Unfortunately for youngsters, manufacturers decided to concentrate on producing adult-size
bicycles and curtail their output of children’s bicycles. Bicycle sales increased significantly.
However, the production of standard bicycles with balloon tires was to stop in April. They were
to be replaced with the new “Victory Bike.” The new bike was manufactured at the lowest
possible cost and fitted with tires that were about half the size of the current balloon tire.13
While adults rushed to purchase bicycles, the War Production Board banned the “sale,
shipment, delivery, or transfer of new adult bikes pending establishment of a rationing system.”
Further, the Board also discontinued production of tin-plated bottle caps (like those used for
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ketchup bottles), fluorescent lighting fixtures for non-essential uses, and glass jars used for
canning. It was also announced that more bans would be ordered in four weeks. The new bans
were on lids for everyday items such as beer, soda, coffee, tea, peanut butter, and spices.
Additionally, over the next three months, civilian use of copper was cut by sixty percent.14
According to a city-wide survey in February, Memphis had almost three million pounds of metal
on hand. Metals included in the survey questionnaire were copper, aluminum, scrap iron, and
brass. More than 1,900 old automobiles were counted in the scrap metal total for the city. The
information was sent to the War Production Board.15
Rationing quickly changed daily life in Memphis in many small ways. William Fisher,
Secretary-Treasurer of the Memphis Laundry Club, announced that all one-day delivery services
were to cease beginning January 12. With the new rationing laws concerning tires, businesses
could not afford the wear placed on delivery trucks. Laundries, like other companies that offered
delivery services, were not eligible for new rubber under the tire allocation plan.16
Like the laundry services, milk delivery was impacted by tire rationing. Consumers
suggested that the milk companies deliver every other day and cut out Sunday delivery altogether
to save wear on tires. The public’s reaction was viewed as admirable and patriotic. As a result,
milk deliveries on Thursdays and Sundays were stopped.17 Additionally, the Memphis Dairy
Council decided to halt Sunday deliveries as of February 1, 1942. According to Martin Zook,
executive director of the council, the present tires would last approximately twelve to eighteen
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months. More than one hundred cities had already imposed a “skip Sunday” plan and many
others delivered every other day.18 February 1 marked the beginning of no dairy deliveries on
Sundays. Memphians appeared to take it all in stride. It was one small way they could do their
part for the war effort.19
Retail establishments made significant changes to delivery regulations as well. The cost
of items determined whether deliveries would be made. Moreover, pick-up services for returns
and exchanges were discontinued. “Special deliveries” were eliminated as well, except in
emergency situations, and a charge was then imposed.20
The impending rationing of sugar began in March 1942. The rationing process was also
announced in January. The head of the household was required to register at the Post Office, list
the number of family members, and how much sugar they still had on hand. They were then
required to swear that their statements were true. Registration was to begin February 22.21
Memphian Nancy Bonds Dewbre remembered using ration books during the war years. She said,
“We had ration books for everything! We had the ration books for sugar, meat, coffee, anything
that came from some other country especially.”22 Peggy Jo Welch Williamson said, “I remember
my mother rarely made desserts during that time. It had to be a very special occasion for her to
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use her sugar.”23 Rationing was accepted by most as their patriotic duty. Before the end of the
war, many everyday items such as coffee, gasoline, meat, cigarettes, and shoes made their way to
the rationing list of the OPA.24
Ration books for sugar arrived in Memphis in March 1942. The Memphis-Shelby County
area was scheduled to receive 479,000 ration books, 507,000 application forms and instructions
for consumers.25 A month later, the instructions for sugar rationing registration were received by
Mayor Chandler’s office. The registration process was divided into two groups: trade and
commercial users and Memphis and Shelby County consumers. Trade and commercial users
were to register at area high schools while residents were to register at area elementary schools.26
The city did not expect to have many volunteers for the sugar rationing registration, but
there were more than enough. Unfortunately, there were an overwhelming number of applicants
during the “after-dinner hours” which caused many not to get registered before the facilities
closed for the day. Therefore, the Rationing Board was forced to extend the operating hours for
registration. The facilities changed their hours to 8:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Further, in an effort to make
certain everyone could register, city schools were closed on May 6 and 7 to speed up registration.
More than 1,200 teachers were on hand to help. The county schools remained open.27
More than 300,000 Memphians were issued ration books for sugar. But, 15,000
applicants were turned down because they had too much sugar on hand. Those applicants could
23
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reapply when their sugar was used. Memphians were also informed that if they lost their ration
books, a replacement would not be processed until two months after the report was filed.28
Sugar rationing had unexpected consequences as well. Strawberry farmers in the MidSouth complained that the current sugar rationing was hurting their business. The allotment for
canning was limited to five pounds per family member annually. This was in addition to an
allotment of a half-pound per person a week. The local Ration Board sent a request to the Office
of Price Administration to increase the amount.29 The Chamber of Commerce also pressured the
OPA to increase industrial sugar allotments. Further, Chamber members said that Senator
McKellar was aware of the problem facing strawberry farmers and “was pressing for favorable
action.”30
With the new year, Daylight Savings Time again had Memphians’ attention. Democrat
Burton K. Wheeler, U.S. Senator from Montana, proposed to make Daylight Savings Time
nationwide for the war effort. A poll of politicians indicated they were in favor of such a
measure.31 A nationwide poll conducted by the American Institute of Public Opinion confirmed
that the majority of Americans felt the same.32 Therefore, to promote national security and
defense, on January 20, 1942, Congress enacted a statute governing all clocks to be set one hour
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ahead of standard time. The switch was set to begin Monday, February 9 and continue until the
end of the war. Memphis officials expected more confusion with the change.33
The women of Memphis began “doing their part” for the war effort almost immediately.
They mounted the grand undertaking of knitting thousands of garments for the Armed Forces.
Socks, gloves, scarves, and sweaters were made for the men fighting overseas. The Red Cross
sponsored the task in their headquarters at the Empire Building.34 Peggy Jo Welch Williamson
recalled knitting scarves with her mother, “I was so excited! I learned to knit just so I could make
scarves for the soldiers. I was only seven, you know. But, I had two cousins, Sonny and Welch,
in the Army. And, my uncle, mother’s brother, William Moore, was a sniper. I wanted to do all I
could to help them.”35 A few months later, Mrs. J. H. Snider, age ninety, said she stopped
working in her garden and writing her memoirs to “knit for her boys.” Snider had previously
knitted items for soldiers in three previous wars. Her brothers fought in the Civil War, her
nephews in the Spanish American War, and her son in World War I. Her grandson, Robert
Gamble, had recently received his commission for the Navy and she decided her time would be
of better use by knitting for him and the other soldiers.36
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Additionally, women’s social organizations started the “Victory Book Campaign” which
collected reading material for the Armed Forces. The Nineteenth Century Club and the City
Beautiful Commission joined the project.37 A couple of days later, the director of the Cossitt
Library in downtown Memphis, Jesse Cunningham, introduced the National Victory Book
Campaign which sough to gather ten million books for the servicemen. Memphis Light, Gas, and
Water Division jumped onboard and sent 60,000 pamphlets (donated by local businesses) to its
customers advertising the book drive.38 Additionally, the City Federation of Christian Young
People joined in the Victory Book Drive. The young Memphians took charge and organized a
donation rally of their own.39 On February 11, the first shipment of books from the Memphis
Victory Book Campaign was sent to the barrage balloon training center, Camp Tyson, near Paris,
Tennessee. Approximately 1,200 books were sent to the soldiers.40
Women’s social clubs around the city became involved with the war effort in various
ways. The Century Club offered classes in shorthand, typing, and home nursing. With men called
to service, the need for women in the workplace increased and office skills helped with their
marketability. The club also provided classes in bridge and cooking.41 All Memphis area garden
clubs were asked to participate in a campaign to send vegetable seeds to British citizens. The
drive was sponsored by the British War Relief Society and nationally endorsed by the Red Cross,
the Garden Club of America, and the American Council of Garden Clubs. A contribution of one
37

“Society Turns Its Efforts To Victory Book Campaign,” Commercial Appeal, 23 January 1942; see also, Sigafoos,
206.
38

G. Wayne Dowdy, On This Day in Memphis History (Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2014), Kindle edition.

39

“Join Victory Book Drive,” Commercial Appeal, 1 February 1942.

40

“1200 Books To Leave For Camp Tomorrow,” Commercial Appeal, 10 February 1942.

41

“Number Of Activities Slated This Week By Century Club,” Commercial Appeal, 1 February 1942.

65

dollar’s worth of seeds supplied the average British family with enough vegetables for a year.42
Moreover, members of The Little Garden Club took home nursing courses offered by the Red
Cross. They viewed this as a means of doing their part for the country’s defense. However, they
did not neglect their gardens. Gardens in the shape of a “V” or Victory gardens, were the project
of the year.43
The Women’s Defense Corps offered thirteen defense classes at churches, hotels, and
hospitals around the city. The classes dealt primarily with bomb and air raid duties. However, the
group also taught classes in first-aid.44 The Nineteenth Century Club offered three classes that
were open to the public: Civilian Defense, First Aid, and Surgical Dressings. The Civilian
Defense class was a five-day course that lasted two hours a day. Additionally, typing and
shorthand classes were added to the curriculum. In an effort to uphold social pleasantries, a
bridge breakfast was planned, and new books were purchased for the club’s library.45
The Shelby County Board of Education decided school children should be involved in the
defense of the country. They began offering intensive junior safety and civilian defense programs
at the Memphis public schools.46 W. Lewis Wood, Jr. recounted his time as a volunteer for the
“Home Guard.” He said, “We trained with wooden rifles.”47 In February 1942, the Bureau of
Aeronautics, of the United States Navy, requested the building of 500,000 model airplanes. The
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models were used for training purposes at Naval Training Stations. Every soldier in the Army
and Navy was required to identify fifty different airplanes. Tennessee was assigned the task of
constructing 8,000 models and Memphis was to supply 500 of those. The Shelby County Board
of Education approved the project to be conducted in the Memphis City schools. High school
juniors and seniors built the model airplanes in shop class. The ratio of the models was one inch
to six feet. During training, the model airplanes were placed thirty-five feet from the soldier.
That represented a distance of half a mile in actual warfare. By April 1, two hundred model
airplanes had been completed by the area high school shop classes. This was one more way that
younger citizens contributed to National Defense and the war effort.48
Shelby County volunteers for the USO-Navy Relief Society surpassed their goal of
raising $180,000. Chaired by T. Walker Lewis, the 1,176 volunteers raised $188,429 to be used
for off-duty services to aid the families of Navy, Marine, and Coast Guard personnel. The
fundraising campaign began on May 18 and ended on June 5. It was part of a national campaign
to raise $32 million.49
The Knights of Columbus opened its recreation rooms at area Catholic Churches for use
by the Armed Forces. The facilities offered games, handball courts, workout equipment, and
showers for their use and leisure whenever needed.50 Additionally, the drama club at
Southwestern College, The Southwestern Players, believed there was not enough being done to
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entertain soldiers who were stationed near Memphis. The club offered to perform a play for any
who accepted. Camp Robinson near Little Rock, Arkansas, accepted their offer.51
The Red Cross sponsored a Mother’s Day dance for servicemen in Memphis. It was held
at the Fairgrounds Canteen. It invited all “soldiers, sailors, and Marines” and even “Coast
Guardsmen if any of the latter are around.” It reiterated that all men in uniform were welcome to
bring their wives, mothers, sisters, or sweethearts, and that no unescorted women would be
admitted.52 Social mores at the time generally viewed unescorted women as sexually
promiscuous, therefore it was not considered acceptable for them to attend public functions.
Quickly Memphis women were finding out that they would take on more extensive roles
in the war effort. Brigadier General Lewis B. Hershey, National Selective Service Director,
stated that the government expected “a gradual, but constant” substitution of women working in
industry and agriculture giving men the freedom to fight. At that stage of the war, married men
with dependents were deferred until there was a greater need for soldiers.53
Health issues were always a concern for the city, but now they would figure into the war
effort as well. According to the Memphis-Shelby County Health Department, the number of
prospective draftees that were rejected was four times greater than those in 1917-1918. Since the
time of the attack on Pearl Harbor, of the 411 that were examined, 225 were rejected. Twenty51
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seven percent of those were due to dental issues such as tooth decay and gum disease. The
Health Department conducted a city and county school survey and learned that almost fifty
percent of the children had decayed teeth and eighty percent needed their teeth cleaned.54 In early
February, two cases of smallpox were admitted to Methodist Hospital. As a precaution, over
1,000 patients, visitors, and employees were vaccinated. Moreover, in 1941, 6,712 vaccinations
were administered for smallpox as compared to 9,952 in 1942.55
Health of servicemen also came to the attention of Memphians when Shelby County was
selected as the site for a 1,500 bed Army hospital. The construction cost of the facility was
estimated at eight to ten million dollars, but the hospital would be expanded throughout the war.
Construction on Kennedy General Hospital, named for army surgeon Brigadier General James
M. Kennedy, began in 1942 and the hospital opened in January 1943. It had increased its bed
capacity to 3,500 by November 1943. Additionally, it had living accommodations for 1,800
nurses, officers, and enlisted personnel. Also within the post were a bowling alley, gymnasium,
post office, motor pool, movie theater, mess halls, a PX, and on-site heating and cooling plants.
The hospital had added “telephone rooms, an all-weather pool, a social therapy building,” and by
the end of the war, it had a 4,600 bed capacity.56
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By 1944, Kennedy had become a specialized center for “neurological, thoracic, and
orthopedic surgical patients and psychiatric cases.” The hospital staff also used “experimental
procedures” such as treatments for malaria, penicillin usage, and psychiatric treatment. Penicillin
was the new drug of the 1940s. Kennedy, and other military hospitals, began using the drug,
accompanied with sulfa, for treating patients. The mortality rate was remarkably reduced. In July
1943, a penicillin ward was created for research and therapy. Penicillin had yet to be the
“treatment of choice” for venereal diseases.57
Sexism and segregation were the norm at Kennedy General Hospital. In 1943, Women’s
Army Corps (WAC) officers who joined the medical staff received little support from their
superiors. Although the women outranked the enlisted men, they seemed “to object to working
under female officers.” General Royal Reynolds, commander of the hospital, proposed “bringing
in a detachment of WAC enlisted personnel so that women would then supervise women, not
men.”58 Also in 1943, Reynolds was asked by Mayor Chandler and Memphis State’s president to
create “a convalescent annex for patients on campus” to assist with the overcrowded conditions
at Kennedy. Further, County Commissioner E.H. Hale asked Reynolds to “issue a public
statement that no African-American soldiers” would be allowed to use the center. He responded
by saying that he would only send African-American soldiers if he was “directly ordered to do
so.” Reynolds also said he could not make an official statement concerning “segregation
policies” because “under Federal Law he did not believe we could make such an official record.”
The plan for the facility was abandoned. The next year, an inspector of Kennedy’s rehabilitation

57

Fagan, 116-117.

58

Ibid., 117.

70

program reported that the facility was without “accommodations for Negro soldiers returning to
duty” and advised “a very thorough overhauling.”59
The city’s traditional forms of entertainment quickly felt the effects of the war. The MidSouth Fair and National Dairy Show were postponed pending approval by the War Department.
The Army needed the buildings on the Fairgrounds property.60 Therefore, the Mid-South Fair,
the Tri-State Fair, the Dairy Show and all other annual city events usually conducted on the
premises were canceled until after the war. No fairs were held again at the fairground property
until 1947. However, the pool and amusements housed at the fairgrounds functioned during the
war years and were managed by the Memphis Park Commission.61
The Memphis Vocational School located in downtown Memphis began offering thirtyfour different classes in defense and commercial work. A fee of one dollar was required for
registration. The classes were offered at night.62 Additionally, the Defense Training School
located on Adams Avenue in downtown Memphis opened a few of its classes to women. They
offered instruction in riveting and sheet metal, radio, and drafting. Only three classes were open
to women, but there were no restrictions placed on them; that is, their marital status was not an
issue. The school did, however, strongly suggest that the women wear slacks to class.63 With
more and more men enlisting in the military, women were needed in the workforce. Technical
training aided tremendously in their marketability.
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The Army and Navy needed pharmacists, so the School of Pharmacy at the University of
Tennessee came up with a solution to help. Instead of offering three quarters a year, it offered
four, allowing students to complete their studies faster. The university stated that standards
would not be lowered.64 Also, as part of the wartime “speedup” program in education, summer
school was offered to help students graduate sooner. However, lack of interest in the white
community caused the program to be canceled. According to School Superintendent Ernest C.
Ball, less than seven percent of eligible students registered. Since thirty-two percent of eligible
African-American students registered, plans for their summer school were pending a recount of
applications. During the summer months, Civil Defense classes were offered to teachers. Classes
for white teachers were held at Bellevue Junior High and the African-American teachers were to
study at Booker T. Washington High School.65
Construction in Memphis was booming. According to Dun and Bradstreet, the city
ranked nineteenth in the country for building construction, ahead of Milwaukee and just behind
Denver and St. Louis. In 1941, Memphis received just under $15 million in revenue from
construction.66 Unfortunately, the War Production Board imposed a ban on all building not vital
to the war effort in April 1942. But, Memphis contractors had anticipated the ban and had
already begun tapering off their projects. There were approximately seven hundred homes under
construction, and two thirds of those were categorized as defense housing. Plumbing and
64
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electrical permits were also difficult to obtain due to the scarcity of supplies. Contractors were
hopeful that a “new program” would allow the completion of the other one third.67
Due to civilian and military use, cotton was in high demand and demonstrated no signs of
diminishing. And the price was the highest it had been in twelve years. Cotton was used for
uniforms, bagging, caissons, powder bags, explosives, medical supplies and a myriad of other
provisions. Cotton proved to be “king” once again, and that was good news for the city’s cotton
industry.68 According to the Chamber of Commerce’s publication, Memphis Business, Memphis
held “an unchallenged position as the world’s largest cotton market.”69
The Office of Production Management instituted a permanent exhibit in Memphis
demonstrating the various defense items that would be needed by the government around
February 1. The OPM leased the eighteenth floor of the Sterick Building to house the exhibit. All
items were displayed along with the price and quantities required. Arthur Field, Director of the
OPM in Tennessee, stated that this was a great opportunity for Memphis manufacturers and
suggested that they visit weekly since the items needed would change.70 At a Chamber of
Commerce meeting in April 1942, Field informed the members that there had been an increase in
Memphis manufacturers who had converted their plants for war production. The unveiling of the
exhibit coincided with the April Chamber of Commerce meeting.71
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J. K. Lester, branch manager, announced that the Ford Plant would close on January 30.
The closing caused the unemployment of 1,100 people. The company planned to keep fifty
employees on a temporary basis to work in the parts department. Lester was headed to a meeting
at the home office in Dearborn, Michigan, to learn if any plans had been made for the plant
during the war. Existing companies tried negotiating a lease on the plant. The Chamber of
Commerce stressed that the plant should be utilized for defense production.72 And, for a few
months, the future of the plant was unclear. Fortunately, in April it was decided that the plant
would be retooled and used as a supply base for the motorized equipment of the Army and be
used as “regulating station for spare parts and reconditioning of equipment.” The WPB approved
$500,000 in funds to purchase or lease and retool the plant.73 However, Ford officials
complained to the WPB that they had already turned over their plants in Houston, New Orleans,
Atlanta, and Charlotte to the government. The Memphis plant was needed for Ford parts.
Therefore, Ford planned to consolidate the Memphis plant with the New Orleans plant and
supply parts for both locations.74
Almost two months after the attack on Pearl Harbor, Memphians still feared sabotage or
attack at home. More civilian guards were posted at the Frisco and Harahan bridges following
the gradual withdrawal of Army troops in the city. According to the Arkansas and Memphis
Railway Bridge and Terminal Company, between twenty and twenty-five men were hired to
guard the bridges. They were armed with rifles and shotguns. Memphis police officers remained
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stationed at the east end of the Harahan Bridge and three Arkansas deputies (paid by Shelby
County) guarded the Arkansas side.75
Mayor Chandler and County Commissioner E. William Hale asked that 1,500 exservicemen act as air raid wardens in preparation for an air attack. They were required to
complete an emergency training course offered by the American Legion. The veterans would be
a significant portion of the 3,000 civilians needed to serve in the Veterans Emergency Regiment.
Duties for the new regiment included acting as auxiliary firemen and policemen, rescue squads,
medical and nursing aides, emergency food and housing corps, drivers, and messengers. Children
were allowed to help as well by being messengers.76
In accordance with the Alien Registration Act of 1940, the Alien Registration Program
was instituted as a means of national security during World War II. All aliens age fourteen and
older were required to register with the United States. The Post Office handled the registrations
in Memphis. Aliens were then issued a certificate of identification. All the information was sent
to Washington, D. C. During the first seventeen days of registration, more than 1,000 aliens
(mostly of Italian descent) registered at the Memphis area Post Offices.77
Memphis took part in the statewide practice “blackout” the night of June 9. At nine
o’clock that night, city streetlights were turned off which signaled the beginning of the thirtyminute exercise. In preparation, the local newspaper published the “dos and don’ts” for the
blackout. Along with doors being locked, officials stressed that the master electrical switch was
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not to be turned off; however, residents were to turn off refrigerators, radios, clocks, and other
appliances with lights. Those on porches were to make certain that outside lights were off.
Moreover, there was to be no smoking or lighting of matches or lighters. Motor vehicles,
including all buses and other modes of public transportation, were to pull over and shut off
headlights and interior lights. The only exceptions were emergency vehicles and railroad trains.78
The practice blackout was a huge success, according to Mayor Chandler, Colonel W. J.
Bacon (commander of the Civilian Defense Corps), and Commissioner Joseph Boyle. There
were a couple of violations. A Walgreen’s Drug Store failed to turn off a large lighted
advertising sign. Police were sent to arrest the employee if he did not comply. He did. There was
also a light on at a Catholic Church. The only exceptions were the war industries, the utility
companies that supplied them, and the trains carrying vital supplies and troops. Additionally,
there were four calls received by police complaining about prowlers. Three “prowlers” were Air
Raid representatives. The remaining prowler was long gone by the time police arrived.79
In this atmosphere it is easy to understand why Memphians, young and old, bought and
sold war bonds with great enthusiasm. Seniors of Whitehaven High School expressed a grand
demonstration of patriotism. Instead of purchasing the stereotypical class ring, the class of 1942
purchased Defense Bonds and Stamps with the money set aside for their keepsake jewelry. One
hundred thirty seniors donated and raised $10,495.24 toward the war effort.80 Moreover, within
two months of the attack on Pearl Harbor, students in the Memphis Public Schools raised money
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and purchased $80,246 in Defense Stamps. There were approximately 43,000 students in the
school system which averaged almost two dollars per student.81
Memphis women also became quite involved in bond sales. During the month of May,
one thousand female volunteers canvased neighborhoods and determined the number of residents
who would purchase bonds. These volunteers did not sell bonds, but only gathered information
concerning those who would buy them. Each volunteer wore an identification badge, and those
who pledged received a window sticker. The goal was to visit every house in Shelby County by
the third week of May.82 The Treasury Department and the Memphis and Shelby County
Campaign Committee sponsored a “Victory Sing” held at the Overton Park Shell, in an effort to
sell war bonds and stamps. Lucy Monroe, “the Star Spangled Soprano,” sang numerous songs for
the crowd. Sheet music was distributed for the audience to participate in a sing-a-long. There
was even a “singing soldier” contest. The event was considered a great success with
approximately 5,000 in attendance.83 The Commercial Appeal began offering their customers the
opportunity to purchase War Savings Stamps in ten-cent denominations from their paperboy.84
Memphis held a “send-off” parade on March 28, 1942 for a few hundred selectees who
were leaving to fight overseas. Fred Trexler, chairman of the Cotton Carnival parades, also
served as Grand Marshall for this parade. He said that the city could have offered a much more
elaborate parade complete “with marching bands, Girl and Boy Scouts, Red Cross nurses” and
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such, but did not want to take the focus away from the soldiers.85 On April 16, another “send off”
parade was given for Army inductees. This time it was for the African-American soldiers. Mayor
Chandler was present at the parade to give the soldiers a heartfelt farewell.86
The War Production Board placed even more restrictions on civilians in April 1942.
Businesses and residents outside the downtown district were informed that they might not be
able to get telephone service.87 Apparently, the War Production Board influenced many things
during the war, even fashion. According to the WPB, women’s skirts and dresses should not be
lower than the knee to conserve materials. Of course, the new regulation did not apply to dresses
one already owned or homemade garments. One’s conscience, and the law, determined just how
high above the knee the garments should be. The penalty for not adhering to the new law was a
$10,000 fine and up to one year in jail.88 The WPB also changed men’s fashion. While women
shortened their hemlines, cut out puffy sleeves and pleats in their skirts, and reduced the length
of wedding trains, men were no longer allowed to have pants with pleats and cuffs, suits with
two pair of pants, vests, double-breasted suits, full dress coats, or cutaway jackets.89
Once the rationing of tires was ordered, it was only a matter of time before the theft of
them began. In April, twelve men (ten white and two African-American) were arrested for
stealing tires from Sears. Two tire changers from Sears stole the tires and sold them to Stovall’s
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Service Station across the street. Since the Stovall’s employees were aware they were purchasing
stolen property, they were arrested as well. An estimated $3,000 to $5,000 worth of merchandise
was stolen.90 At the end of May, the two African-American men pleaded guilty and were
sentenced to eleven months and 29 days to be served at the Penal Farm. Additionally, two white
men, workers at the Chickasaw Ordnance Plant, were arrested for purchasing tubes from one of
the men. Their charges were dismissed.91
Memphians in all areas of the city were pitching in and doing what they could for the war
effort. Given that, it is difficult to imagine anyone using what appeared to be an act of kindness
for the opposite. Two teenage girls posing as “angels of mercy” did just that at Methodist,
Baptist, and St. Joseph’s hospitals. The girls stole money and other items from the purses of
patients. While one girl entertained the patients, the other took purses and stole the money from
it. Police had received complaints for more than a month, but the culprits were finally caught.92
Elmer Curtis Blaydes, 18, and Joseph Edward Hyatt, 17, admitted to setting twenty fires
in Memphis. The young men stated that they were “bored.” Blaydes had been accepted by the
Navy and was awaiting his call to duty. “Now I don’t guess they’ll take me, will they?” he said.
He further stated, “I sure would like a chance to tie into a bunch of those Japs.” The two
confessed because someone else had been accused of the crimes and was held by police. Both
were students at the National Youth Administration Defense School (NYA) downtown, but
dropped out because they said it was not exciting.93 The young men were subsequently found
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guilty and sentenced to three years in the penitentiary. Both were given psychological
evaluations and deemed mentally balanced. Doctors determined they knew the difference
between right and wrong.94 Perhaps these incidents are indicative of a society of youths whose
home life had been drastically transformed by the war – a father overseas and a mother at work
instead of at home offering consistent supervision.
In a meeting of the Emergency Transportation Committee of the Chamber of Commerce,
many proposals were presented to help alleviate the wartime transportation problems caused by
the influx of people in the Memphis area. Among the proposals were offering bus service to
suburban areas and industrial plants, nighttime bus service, eliminating left turns on Main Street,
and delaying the opening of retail stores in the loop area by a half hour.95 The next month,
Memphis department stores and most specialty shops located downtown, announced the new
“summer schedule” for shoppers. The previous hours were 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Saturday. The new “summer” hours were 9:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. on all weekdays and Saturday, except Thursdays. Extended hours were offered on
that one day a week, 12:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. The new hours were imposed to make shopping
more convenient for defense plant workers who did not have time during the regular weekday
hours. Roane Waring, president of Memphis Street Railway Company, claimed it would have
little effect on the traffic issues, except on Thursdays.96
The increased population of Memphis brought an increase in traffic and subsequently,
traffic violations. The Memphis Police Department launched a new campaign designed to reduce
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the amount of congestion in the courts for minor infractions. First-time violators were given a
“courtesy card” in lieu of a ticket and the police kept a copy of the warning. However, if they
committed a second violation, the fine was doubled.97 Roane Waring, president of Memphis
Street Railway Company, announced that the company had purchased twenty new diesel-electric
buses to be used on the Poplar Avenue-Peabody Avenue route. The buses were bought through
the Office of Defense Transportation. He further stated that the new vehicles had a larger seating
capacity and would help serve the congested needs of Memphis.98 Mayor Chandler had
previously criticized the company for not adding vehicles to their routes as recommended by the
City Council a year earlier.99
The State Rationing Board would not issue certificates to citizens who did not obey the
newly imposed 40 miles per hour speed limit or any other traffic “violations.” Violations
included speeding, “starting and stopping fast, quick turning at corners, incorrect inflation of
tires, and lack of alignment.” Board members were told not to issue certificates unless the person
“promised” to obey the law. Major Lytle Brown, State Rationing Administrator, instructed Board
members to delete the name of any person or company that had a history of complaints for
traveling over that speed from the list of “eligibles.” Any infraction would make them ineligible
for new or recapped tires.100
Dave Jolly, owner of Jolly Cab Company, devised a policy for helping with the
transportation problems plaguing the city of Memphis. He termed it the “Good Neighbor
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Policy.” The person who first orders the cab is the “good neighbor.” He or she then dictates
whether or not to pick up additional passengers along the way. This cab-sharing program
relieved traffic congestion caused by other modes of transportation. Often, the added passengers
would give the “good neighbor” a dime to help with the fee. None of the donated money was
passed on to the company, unless the “good neighbor” chose to do so.101
During the last week of April, the Memphis Chamber of Commerce and the City
Beautiful Commission sponsored a “Clean-up, Paint-up, Fix-up” campaign. Residents were
encouraged to clean, paint, or fix existing structures to help with the housing shortages in the
city. They were also asked to gather any and all scrap metal, paper, and cloth. The Commercial
Appeal advertised the endeavor with a full pictorial spread in the Sunday edition.102 Five
community movie theaters held “tin can matinees” for children. The admission price was a tin
can, metal toothpaste tube, newspaper, and other types of scrap. The venture succeeded in
collecting approximately fifteen truckloads of scrap. Various civic and social clubs gave lectures
concerning the importance of keeping the city free from debris and collecting scrap for the war
effort. The fire departments got involved as well by conducting fire drills at area schools and
performing house-to-house canvases explaining the removal of fire hazards to homeowners.103
The Commercial Appeal, in conjunction with the Loew’s Theater and Twentieth Century
Fox Studio, announced a war song contest. The first place winner would receive a $75 war bond,
three-day all-expenses paid trip to New York City, and possible publication and profits of their
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song. The second and third place winners would receive a $50 and $25 war bond, respectively.
Applicants did not have to pay an entry fee and the studio would compose the music.104 Kay
Morton’s song, “There’s A New Glory To Old Glory” won the local war song contest, but did
not win the national contest. Originally, the top five entrants were considered, but due to an
overwhelming number of applicants, the sponsors chose the top seven, and all seven were
women. Only 1,000 men entered the contest.105 Out of 50,000 entrants stretching from New York
City to San Francisco, a farmer’s wife from Memphis won the National War Song Contest. Mrs.
Mildred Foley exclaimed that she did not “know one note from another – words just popped into
my head as I was washing dishes.” Foley’s song, “My Heart Belongs to America, My Heart
Belongs to You,” won. Additionally, she was a guest of Twentieth Century Fox Movie Studio at
the opening of the movie, “My Gal Sal.”106
As of June 1, 1942, African-Americans would be recruited into the Navy and Marine
Corps. Navy recruits would receive an eight-week training course at the Great Lakes Station in
Illinois and a six-week course at the Hampton Institute in Virginia. The Navy needed
electricians, machinists, cooks, carpenters, shipfitters, and various other tradesmen. The Marine
Corps needed approximately 900 men to “form a composite battalion including all combat arms
of the ground forces.” The African-American recruits would be trained and housed near New
River, North Carolina, until the Marine Corps had a training facility that was prepared for their
race.107
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Additionally, the Memphis USO Council announced the establishment of a lounge at
Union Station to be used by African-American servicemen. The space for the lounge was given
by the Union Railway and was under the direction of the Traveler’s Aid Society. It offered
“comfortable furnishings, ice water, shower facilities, and a negro hostess.”108
On May 27, Reinhard “Hangman” Heydrich, a Gestapo chieftain, was shot and wounded
by a Czech patriot. To most Memphians, the news meant nothing more than another Nazi being
wounded. But, to Memphian Ernest Kaufler, it meant much more. Kaufler had been a prisoner in
a Nazi concentration camp for forty-two days in 1939. He escaped to Switzerland and made his
way to the United States, and ultimately, Memphis. According to Kaufler, Heydrich “loved to
see blood” and had “a face that reflects his cruelty.” He feared that the shooting would make life
more difficult for the Jewish people, but he hoped and believed that Heydrich would eventually
be caught and punished. He stated, “A time will come when we will hang him and all the other
gangsters from trees.”109 Heydrich died on June 4, 1942. By the time of his death, a total of 243
Czech citizens had been executed for their “involvement” in the shooting.110 Jozef Gabčík and
Jan Kubiš, soldiers in the Czechoslovakian army, along with Josef Valčík, a Czech resistance
fighter, were the men involved in Operation Anthropoid—the planned assassination of Heydrich
developed by Britain’s Special Operations Executive (SOE).111 All were ultimately identified by
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the Reich and killed, either fighting Nazi soldiers or by their own hand, when their location was
discovered on June 18, 1942.112
The thousand-acre Shelby Bluffs State Park was dedicated in June 1942 for the exclusive
use by African-Americans in Memphis. It was constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps
on land donated by the county. Located nine miles from downtown, the park offered shelters,
tennis courts, basketball courts, barbeque pits, ample parking, and much more.113
The Commercial Appeal sponsored an annual “Fresh Air Fund” in June that allowed fifty
underprivileged white Memphis boys to spend a week at camp in Shelby Forrest. The editor of
the newspaper, Frank Ahigren, decided the boys’ trip should be extended to two weeks. The
program had been an annual operation for fifteen years. Many activities in Memphis had been
canceled because of the war, but this one, fortunately, had not.114 In August, the Commercial
Appeal’s “Fresh Air Fund” also sponsored a two-week trip to Shelby Farms for fifty-seven
underprivileged girls. They were kept busy with daylong activities and fed nutritious meals. The
girls were delighted by swimming, campfires, hikes, and art and crafts. Unfortunately, many of
the girls were undernourished and frail. The girls were chosen by local welfare and social
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agencies. The camp was funded by the Commercial Appeal’s annual Golden Gloves boxing
tournament.115
By mid-summer, the city felt more demands on its services from the federal government.
The Army needed the Memphis Airport for the Fourth Ferry Command and as an air support
base. Therefore, it was turned over to the federal government by the City Commission in late
June 1942. The War Department allotted three million dollars for “enlarging and improving” the
airport to make the facility Army ready. Barracks and other necessary buildings were constructed
and runways were extended to approximately one and a half miles. Officials stated that the
takeover would not affect civilian air travel. However, leases with MidSouth Airways and
Southern Air Services were to be terminated by October 1, 1942. The airport appeared to be
more of “a military base with civilian activities.” With the improvements, the airport would be
able to accommodate heavy freight and passenger airplanes. Mayor Chandler claimed that there
was no “reason to believe” that any airport in the country would be “superior” to Memphis once
it “is returned to the city after the war.”116
The state of Tennessee received 553 defense contracts in April. Overall, the state had
1,132 total defense contracts. The larger cities received most of those offered. By April 1942,
Memphis had received 342 of those for a total of $9.2 million in revenue. By comparison,
Nashville had 35 contracts, totaling $1.4 million. Knoxville had fewer contracts than Memphis,
but they brought more revenue to the city: 51 contracts, totaling $11.7 million.117 By May 15, the
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state of Tennessee had acquired almost $83 million in war contracts. According to Arthur M.
Field, state War Production Board contract distribution director, state officials expected to reach
the $100 million mark very soon. The Knoxville state bankers’ enthusiasm was quoted as willing
and eager “to do their part in the changing over of civilian industry to war industry.” Field
strongly urged all Tennessee manufacturers wanting to get into war production to contact their
local banks as soon as possible.118 Moreover, the Chamber of Commerce credited Field with $36
million in war contracts and subcontracts from the War Production Board with existing
companies in Memphis.119
During the first six months that Americans were officially at war, Memphians felt
tremendous changes throughout their community. From rationing to civil defense to war bond
drives, the war was reshaping their lives in ways they could not have foreseen, and those changes
were just beginning.
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CHAPTER FIVE
“A Truly Patriotic Manner”
By mid-summer 1942, the fear of war coming to Memphis had not abated. The Memphis
Police Department, in connection with the Office of Civilian Defense, began training about
eighty men as “auxiliary policemen” as supplements in case of an emergency. The classes were
held at Police Headquarters and lasted ten nights or until each man had completed the twentyhour course. The men were taught to handle traffic, use firearms, techniques for handling bombs
and gas, criminal investigation skills, types of crimes, arrest procedures and reporting, discipline,
court testimony, and self-defense. Initially, over 800 men signed up for the new squad, however,
only eighty showed for the first class.1
If defense preparations were getting mixed results in the city, demonstrations of
patriotism were as strong as ever. Memphis held a grand parade to commemorate Independence
Day in 1942. The country was at war, but thousands of soldiers, tanks and other artillery, and
military music were scheduled to be part of the celebration. There was a pontoon bridge
demonstration on the Wolf River offered by the Second Army Engineers that morning before the
parade on Main Street that afternoon. There was also a display of what was reported to be the
“Second Army’s newest and deadliest Jap-killing and German-killing weapons.”2 However, the
fireworks display at the Fairgrounds was canceled. Henry W. Beaudoin, manager of the
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Fairgrounds Amusement Park, said, “We figured it would be better to use the powder for
shooting Japs than for celebration, so we planned no fireworks display this year.”3
Pamphlets donned with swastikas were dropped from airplanes all around Memphis in
July 1942. A message, supposedly from Hitler and Mussolini, rebuked the need to gather scrap
rubber for the war effort. Instead, readers were told to hold onto the things that made them
comfortable, the Armed Forces did not need their rubber, and “help hasten the day when the new
order comes to the United States.” Needless to say, switchboards were tied up at police stations,
radio stations, the FBI, City Hall, and the Commercial Appeal. Warren Butler, state chairman for
the Petroleum Industries Scrap Rubber Committee, confirmed that it was indeed a hoax carried
out by his organization. He stated that the stunt was cleared by city and county officials, and the
FBI. Butler further explained, “When the President extended the drive for scrap rubber another
10 days, we realized that something spectacular must be done to bring the war and the need for
rubber close to home…” Well, it worked. Rubber was certainly a topic of conversation following
the shower of pamphlets.4 But it likely also heightened a sense of paranoia that was prevalent in
the first year of the war. Memphians were concerned about sabotage and the possibility of the
war coming closer to home. They could not know that they were in no real danger beyond the
more common criminal problems in Memphis.
Crime continued to trouble already taxed city authorities in 1942. Five teenage boys, ages
sixteen to eighteen, led Memphis Police on a 5-hour chase. One police sergeant claimed he drove
his car “nearly 100 miles.” The search finally ended, and the boys were arrested for shooting
streetlights around the city with an air rifle. The police found two air rifles, one air pistol, and
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thirteen boxes of ammunition in the vehicle when the boys were apprehended. Adhesive tape
was used on the license plate of the car to avoid detection, but the father of one boy called the
police and told them what the boys were doing and where they could be found.5
The Light, Gas, and Water Division explained that it had suffered great loss due to
streetlights being used as “targets.” According to a spokesman, twenty-six lights had been
damaged by air rifles in June and cost the company $245 for repairs. The boys claimed that July
5 was the first time they had shot any lights. They were taken before Judge Kinkle the next day.
Parents told the judge that they would keep the boys at home on weekends for the remainder of
the month as punishment. Kinkle agreed. One father suggested the penalty time be extended to
two months. Further, the judge explained to parents that if the boys posed a problem, all they had
to do was call the police. They would handle it.6
Prostitution in Memphis was an unwelcome problem that Commissioner Joseph Boyle
intended on purging from the city. Police discovered a few bellboys had organized a prostitution
ring based at the Gayoso Hotel. Three African-American men who worked as bellboys supplied
“dates” for guests at the hotel. They were arrested and charged with solicitation and disorderly
conduct. Each was fined $153. Along with the three men, nine women were arrested on charges
of solicitation. Their fines totaled $439. Boyle stated that women traveled to Memphis because
of the large number of “soldiers, sailors, and war workers” and they should “expect continued
pressure from the police” and stiff fines. He also stated that women who were seen loitering late
at night are given a warning and told not to return. He asserted, “We’re just getting started.”7 The
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Army’s national supervisor of post exchanges and USO clubs, Brigadier General Frederick
Osborn, maintained that “the police and the government should eliminate prostitution near the
camps to preserve morale.”8
George M. Jones, a co-owner of Summer Avenue Tire Repair Company, was arrested for
violating a federal law that regulated price-ceilings of tire sales. He was the first Tennessean
arrested for violating the law imposed by the Office of Price Administration. Jones sold two used
tires for $15.00, while the regulated price for tires with less than three thirty-seconds of an inch
of tread was $4.45 each. Punishment for the charge was a $5,000 fine and/or one year in jail. At
the time of his arrest, Federal Government officials intended to prosecute.9
Racial problems alone led to some “crime” in the city. In September, Lewis H. Trigg, a
thirty-two year old Memphis African-American, was arrested for not removing his hat upon
entering the United States Employment Office. Trigg was asked to remove the hat, he refused,
and promptly left. He later called the office and asked why he was told to remove it. He was told,
“all negroes were required to remove their hats” because white women were in the office. He
was later arrested with the formal charge of disorderly conduct. The two policemen were accused
of beating Trigg, but later exonerated. They said that he was arrested without incident. Trigg was
fined ten dollars. Reportedly, many of the white Memphis community thought his actions were
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“intolerable.” According to Mayor Chandler, there was “a rather deep undercurrent of resentment
by reputable white people against the growing insolence of the negroes.”10
Following Trigg’s arrest, rumors were spread in Memphis that “an uprising” was planned
by African-Americans. Mayor Chandler released a statement in which he said, “those who have
received and passed on the unfounded rumors will correct the erroneous reports, and will
disabuse their own minds of any supposed unrest among the people of our city. We have a loyal
and patriotic citizenry.” Apparently, officials were more concerned about the actions of the white
population than that of the African-Americans. In an interview, political leader Edward H.
Crump said, “There’s a lot of mean white folks down here. White folk who don’t like colored
people … if anything happened to my colored people – whom nobody likes any better than I do –
why I’d feel awful.”11
A month after the incident with Trigg, the Federal Bureau of Investigation conducted an
examination of rumors of racial unrest in Memphis. Percy Wyly, Special Agent in Charge of the
Memphis Field Office, stated that there was no “indication of organized disloyalty among the
negroes of Memphis.” Rumors, Wyly said, were a propaganda weapon used by the Axis Powers.
He further stated that there was no evidence of “foreign inspired agitation” in the Memphis area.
Joe Boyle, Commissioner of Public Safety, and Mayor Chandler, assured residents that all war
and defense industries, government and privately owned, were well protected, as were the
citizens of Memphis. Chandler said, “… the Memphis Police Department is in constant touch
with every phase of the city’s safety and is equipped to protect all of the people of this
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community at all times.” Concerning the African-American population of Memphis, the Mayor
further stated, “Their first interest is in helping, to the limit of their ability, the winning of the
war which endangers all white and colored. They realize and understand that should the enemy
be victorious that they, as a race, would be among the first to feel the sting of the totalitarian
whiplash.”12 If there was racial unrest in Memphis, officials there were not above using wartime
propaganda to quell it.
African-Americans had a vested interest in maintaining good relations within the city
structure, if for no other reason than the improved economy was offering more, if not particularly
better, jobs. Perhaps it was for that reason that later that year, African-American communities of
Memphis formed “Victory Courtesy Clubs” “in an effort to prevent racial trouble.” Founders of
the club were African-Americans J.A. Beauchamp, executive secretary of the Seminole Division
of the Boy Scouts of America, and A.A. Latting, a Memphis attorney. According to the founders,
the clubs were formed “to improve the seating situation on street cars and buses” and “to
disperse false rumors dealing with racial differences.” Beauchamp and Latting said that they
believed success in the war was directly related to “unity on the home front.” Social etiquette and
behavior was another purpose of the club. They surmised that treating others with respect began
with self-respect. The clubs were limited to Shelby County, but they hoped their idea would
spread and warrant locations throughout the state.13
Bond sales within the African-American community reached $130,000 of the $250,000
goal by December 8. Their spokesman, and chairman of the War Savings Staff Committee,
Lieutenant G.W. Lee, asserted that they would continue to buy bonds and support the troops
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“until the latent energy of American dollars has brought the blessing of a larger freedom to all
mankind.”14 The African-American community was proving its patriotism with the bond
purchases, but it is possible that like all Memphians, they were subject to pressure from city
leaders who were determined to show Washington how important the community was to the war
effort.
In an attempt at further wartime conservation, city transportation again came under
scrutiny by officials. As ordered by the Office of Defense Transportation in Washington, D. C.,
Roane Waring, President of the Memphis Street Railway Company, suggested the removal of
forty percent of the 2,200 bus and trolley stops in the city. The “skip stops” proposal was the
ODT’s concept for decreasing the need for tires and fuel. Mayor Chandler gave Waring’s report
to the City Commission for further review.15
Another means of reducing the need for tires and fuel was the initiation of “car pooling”
for city government vehicles. Before the program, some city employees were allowed to take
home the cars and use them “during their off hours.” With the program, the cars were parked and
used for “emergency purposes where possible.” Mayor Chandler stated that the city’s use of
gasoline dropped sixteen percent in June. Further, he expected the program to save the city
$26,000 a year in gasoline expenditures.16 In an effort to aid Memphis’ motorists wanting to take
part in an “automobile sharing club,” the Commercial Appeal offered to help. A form was
printed in the newspaper to help organize “drivers” and “riders.” Details required on the form
included where one lived, worked, working hours, if they needed a ride or had a car to use, and
14
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contact information. Mayor Chandler placed Robert S. Fredericks, Commissioner of Public
Service, in charge of the new “Share Your Car Program” with the title of acting Local
Transportation Administrator.17
Limitations on the sales of new cars and tires placed significant strain on transportation
for Memphis citizens. However, the transportation burden was somewhat alleviated by the
Yellow Bus Lines. The company began running routes that ran “every hour on the hour” to most
areas of Memphis. All routes started and ended at their main terminal on Jefferson Avenue
downtown. Various routes began as early as 5:40 a.m. and ended as late as 11:45 p.m. Buses ran
more often during peak work hours during the week. The company had ten buses and planned to
add two more by the end of September. Yellow Bus Lines felt the strain of the restrictions on
tires and cars as well. It was forced to garage twenty of its taxis indefinitely for lack of new or
recapped tires.18
Parking meters were installed in Memphis in July 1941. Since that time, a portion of
money collected went toward paying for the meters. As of July 1, 1942, all the money spent by
Memphians using parking meters went into the city’s treasury. The 1,941meters purchased by
the city cost $104,600, and total paid into meters for July was $12,792.19 Parking meters not only
funded the city’s treasury with coins from patrons visiting downtown Memphis, but also through
tickets for not feeding them. Over the Labor Day weekend, at least fifteen motorists learned the
hard way that “free parking on holidays” did not include that Monday holiday. Those who
phoned to complain were read the traffic code, which stated that only four holidays are exempt
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from the ordinance: Fourth of July, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day. By
Tuesday morning, fifteen motorists had paid the one dollar fine.20 The city had moved past the
point of paying for the cost of the meters. In the relatively near future, it would find that the new
revenue would be a start at improving other city services as the population continued to expand.
The meters were just one way city officials were moving ahead with plans for the city.
But a better quality of life was their ultimate goal. Memphis implemented an Anti-Noise
Ordinance in 1938, and it paid off in 1942. The ordinance was not strictly enforced until 1940.
The city won an Achievement Award for “outstanding accomplishment in the elimination of
needless noise” from the National Noise Abatement Council’s wartime program. The city won
first place in cities with a 250,000 to 500,000 population. Many noises were outlawed between
11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.: the “unnecessary sounding” of car horns, loud music (phonographs or
musical instruments), loud radios, and “yelling, whistling, or hooting.” Other noises that were
outlawed included cars and motorcycles without mufflers and steam whistles, unless they were
required to warn for fire or emergency.21
A regional office of the Air Transport Command was opened in Memphis, one of eleven
to be opened around the country. The purpose of the Command was to determine the priority of
flights, both passenger and cargo. Persons and products involved in the war effort were given
priority. The Memphis office served Tennessee, Arkansas, Alabama, Louisiana, and
Mississippi.22
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Part of the reason for the changes in transportation was that the need for labor in the city
was growing and was evident in several ways. On August 9, 1942, the Commercial Appeal
published a full-page spread on the various employment opportunities in the Civil Service
offered by the United States Government in conjunction with the war and the nation’s defense.
Both men and women were pictured in the photographs of the ad. The advertisement explained
that applications were to be found at the Post Offices in Memphis as well as surrounding
counties, and in the states of Arkansas and Mississippi.23
Mayor Chandler announced a survey to be conducted by the U. S. Employment Service,
in cooperation with the Memphis Police Department, to determine the number of “able-bodied
men not at work” as part of his “work or else” edict. No details of the survey were given. He
only said that it would be “thorough.” Three thousand men were needed by the Employment
Service to work at war plants beginning October 5, 1942. Any man found to be “physically fit”
and “unemployed” faced being arrested on “vagrancy and loitering charges.” The mayor
expressed his disgust of the situation, saying, “It should not be necessary to make an appeal for
able-bodied men to do their part in helping our country win the war.”24 Following his
announcement, there was an increase in the number of registrants at the Employment Office.
According to the office manager, Ike Friedman, there were approximately 150 more applicants
than usual. He also said that it was doubtful that the numbers would increase enough to fill the
positions needed in the war industries.25
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According to a statement released by the War Manpower Commission in 1942, the
sources of all labor should be used before mothers with young children should be hired.
However, the Lanham Act was passed by Congress that made federal funds available for
childcare programs in areas with a high volume of war industries. Between August 1943 and
February 1946, $52 million was provided for childcare by the federal government. Additionally,
$26 million was supplied by communities, primarily “through user fees.”26 Subsequently, a
survey to determine the number of mothers who would be willing to work in the war industries,
if childcare was available, was ordered by Memphis City Officials in September. With more than
500 available jobs, only fifty men had applied, according to Welfare Commission
representatives. Mayor Chandler expressed his disappointment. Memphis officials said that there
was a need for women workers between the ages of eighteen and forty. Chandler requested that
any mothers interested in war work contact the Welfare Commission office. There were some
nurseries provided by local churches already, but that would not be sufficient if the needed
number responded. He further stated that the city would make nursery facilities available “free of
charge” to all war workers.27
The survey was ready to be analyzed by City Officials by the meeting on September 9.
They were to decide if the city would sponsor childcare, and if so, how many nurseries would be
required. The Memphis and Shelby County Welfare Commission office received requests from
250 mothers expressing their desire for war work.28 The following day, Mayor Chandler
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announced that a nursery would open, on a trial basis, for mothers wanting to work in the war
industries. The pilot nursery was located at Leroy Pope Elementary School and would accept
approximately fifty children ages two to five. Since the previous survey was considered a
“partial survey,” an additional survey was to be conducted through the school system to
determine a more accurate need for childcare. Chandler also announced that an estimated 12,000
additional workers would be needed in Memphis by the end of the year, according to the U.S.
Public Employment Service. Moreover, many of those workers would be women and they
needed someone to watch over their children.29
The pilot program at Leroy Pope Elementary School cared for children ages two to five,
but what about those who had younger or older children? The Office of Civilian Defense
Headquarters in the Tennessee Club Building started an organization to fill the void. It set up a
counseling service comprised of Board of Education and welfare workers to aid mothers who
worked in or wanted to work in the war industries. Together, they located adequate childcare
allowing the women to enter the workplace. The Mayor praised the new program which was a
tremendous benefit to working mothers and “war orphans.”30
Within six weeks after the Leroy Pope Elementary School was opened for nursery duty, a
total of nine were available across the city. Each location was staffed with a teacher, two
assistants, and two employees to handle food services. All the facilities were only available for
children between the ages of two and five, and racially segregated. Six were designated for white
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children while three were for African-American children.31 Two-thirds of centers were funded by
the Lanham Act and furnished space for 300 children; however, the parents of only eighty-two
children took advantage of the facilities by mid-1943. Since none of the war industry plants in
Memphis offered childcare, many working mothers relied on family, friends, or privately hired
sitters.32
In order “to co-ordinate all volunteer services and avoid duplication of war effort,” a
division of the Civilian Defense program, the Citizens Service Corps, was established in
Memphis. State and federal agencies, as well as civic clubs and organizations were a part of the
Citizens Service Corps. This included Girl and Boy Scout clubs, the Red Cross, the American
Legion, women’s clubs, church groups, and fraternal and labor organizations. Will R. Manier,
state coordinator of the Office of Civilian Defense, summarized the need for community
involvement to an audience of approximately one thousand civic leaders from Memphis and
surrounding counties. According to Manier, “We are fighting a total war. And to win a total war,
we must have total mobilization of our man and womanpower. Wars used to be fought by
armies, but in total war, every citizen must do his part.”33
The Quaker Oats Company was building a new plant in Memphis to produce a synthetic
rubber compound and would be in operation by April 1943, according to an announcement by
Senator Kenneth McKellar. A vital element in the manufacturing of rubber was furfural, which
was made from the chemical decomposition of oat and cottonseed hulls and corncobs. The
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construction cost of the facility was an estimated $2.8 million dollars and would mean many jobs
for Memphians, officials said.34
With the increase in employment came an increased need for employee housing. Edward
H. Crump announced an idea for alleviating the housing problem of Memphis. He believed
transforming deserted gas stations into “living quarters” would help. Many of the structures as
they stood were considered “eyesores” but could be refurbished quite easily and made into
housing. Approximately 40,000 people moved into Memphis to work in war industries between
1941 and 1943. Since the War Production Board had halted all new construction in 1942,
housing was in short supply. Mayor Chandler sought to alleviate the housing issues by asking
residents with additional space to furnish living quarters for “war workers, military personnel,
and other newcomers to the city.” Embracing Crump’s idea for converting deserted gas stations
into living quarters, citizens renovated attics, cottages, and abandoned businesses into apartments
and duplexes. Moreover, Chandler gained approval from the WPB to enlarge existing apartment
complexes and to renovate older homes. He also formed the Memphis War Housing Center, the
Citizen Housing Committee, and the Homes Registration Bureau “to identify the size and quality
of housing in the city.”35
Memphians were beginning to see a standardization in rationing by late 1942. The Office
of Price Administration announced that everyone would receive an “A” ration book, which gave
the recipient four gallons of gas a week for forty-eight weeks a year. The OPA felt this was
“sufficient gasoline for 240 miles of driving each month, no more than 90 of which, the
34
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Government estimates is to be for family use...” However, it also announced a way to get a “B”
or “C” ration book that gave more gasoline a week to citizens who drove more miles for work or
formed an “automobile sharing club.” Proof of distance to the workplace had to be presented to
the OPA for the additional gasoline. Doctors, nurses, and others of the medical field were given
additional gasoline as well. The number of members for an “automobile sharing club” was based
on the size car that was used. All members were required to sign the application, and depending
on the size of the car and club, the recipient could receive enough gasoline for an additional 320
miles a week.36
Peggy Jo Welch Williamson remembered gas rationing coupons. “We just had the typical
one that most everyone else did. Daddy was a farmer, but he didn’t have a tractor, so we didn’t
need any extra gasoline.”37 W. Lewis Wood, Jr. also held memories of gasoline rationing. He
said, “Initially, my family had an ‘A’ card for gasoline which barely provided enough fuel to
drive to and from school and church. Later, when my father took a defense job with the Military
Air Transport Command, we were awarded a ‘C’ card, which allowed much greater use of the
car. I also remember hitchhikers holding up gas ration cards. They would trade ration stamps for
a ride.”38
The tire ration books for Memphis arrived in November 1942. The applications for the
books were sent to local gas stations and tire dealers throughout the county. Vehicle owners were
to obtain tire application forms from dealers and fill out the forms by listing all serial numbers on
the tires in their possession. They were to be turned in at local schools. No one who owned more
36
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than five tires, including tire swings, could receive a ration book for tires. Vehicle owners also
applied for gasoline ration.39 A seminar was held at the Peabody by the Office of Price
Administration for tire dealers in the Mid-South. It was the responsibility of the dealers to inform
the public of all ration restrictions. The seminar was designed to educate them about the rules
and regulations concerning the sale and distribution of tires and tubes.40
The scrap drive for Memphis began in June 1942, but by the first of August, the results
were disappointing, according to Robert S. Fredericks, Commissioner of Public Service.41
However, during September, more than 730,000 pounds of scrap metal and rubber were donated
by various businesses around the city. Additionally, the Memphis Park Commission announced
that two cannons in Overton Park and four bronze mortars in DeSoto Park would be donated and
converted into bullets. The mortars were originally donated by the Memphis Chapter of the
American Legion in 1939 and the cannon were given to the city by the War Department after the
end of World War I.42
The next month, a scrap drive was conducted in Arkansas, Mississippi, and Tennessee
that stretched across sixty-seven counties. The drive began October 5 and was to conclude on
November 11, Armistice Day. The Commercial Appeal offered $1,500 in War Savings Bonds as
prizes to aid in the effort. Donald Nelson, chairman of the War Production Board, stated, “We
are not yet doing a very good job of winning the war. … Our enemies had prepared tremendous
reserves of raw materials and this country, when it got into the fracas, had to not only produce
39
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the things which we needed for the training of our troops, but to attempt to overcome these
reserves which our enemies had been building up for years.” The Commercial Appeal printed a
diagram that demonstrated how the scrap was used. Readers were shown how a copper kettle
could be transformed into eighty-four rounds of ammunition for an automatic rifle; a metal wash
pail would make three bayonets; one tire would make twenty pairs of paratroopers’ boots or
twelve gas masks; and an old tractor would make 580 machine guns. Numerous communities,
civic clubs, agencies, the Army, and even school children got involved in the search for scrap.
Ernest C. Ball, City Superintendent of Education, said that the 40,000 Memphis school children
were “organized and ready” to do their part for the war effort.43
Memphians, and all other cities and counties involved in the “Salvage For Victory” scrap
drive, received an update on their efforts. As of November 4, just one week before the Armistice
Day deadline, forty-one of the sixty-seven counties participating in the campaign had gathered
19,467,551 pounds of scrap metal. According to the War Department, that was enough metal for
over 1.5 million machine guns. The citizens in the Mid-South worked diligently to do their part,
and the drive did not end for another week.44 That patriotic spirit was not lost on Pat Clancy, who
donated a cannon he had purchased from the Vicksburg National Military Park. He offered the
45,000-pound Spanish-American War relic for the war effort and offered to transport it. All he
asked in return was that it be a part of the Armistice Day parade along with those donated from
the military cemeteries.45 The cannon donated for the war effort during the “Salvage For
Victory” Drive made their final appearance during the Armistice Day parade. Mayor Chandler
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turned over the cannon to Lieutenant General Ben Lear, Commander of the Second Army, in a
ceremony in Court Square. The cannon were dismantled by a detachment of fifteen soldiers of
the Second Army and placed in an Army truck and “given a position of honor in the parade.”
The cannon from Confederate Park weighed 16,000 pounds each and had to be cut into two
pieces and loaded with a crane. The donated cannon and mortar made a significant difference in
the scrap drive for the war effort.46
Although the “Salvage For Victory” campaign deserved bragging rights for what it
accomplished within the allotted timetable, the deadline was extended by thirty days. It was
changed to help counties complete the process of weighing and transporting collected scrap. Any
scrap collected between November 11 and December 11 was not eligible for the contest;
however, it would still be used for the war effort.47 The contest officially closed on Armistice
Day with Mid-South participants bringing in an astounding 46,516,114 pounds of scrap metal.
To put this amount in perspective, the Commercial Appeal offered the example of it being
enough to fill 517 freight cars. The preliminary winner of the contest was Benton County,
Tennessee, with 120.40 pounds per capita. Shelby County placed twelfth with 22.36 pounds per
capita. The definitive winner of the contest would have to wait until after the end of the thirtyday extension for the results.48
In November 1942, the War Production Board implemented another metal drive for the
war effort. The “Tin Can Salvage Program” was aimed at housewives around the nation.
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Memphis was one of the thirty-eight cities chosen to take part in the program. Tin cans were
used in virtually every household. Housewives were asked to wash them, turn the lids inside, and
“then step on them and flatten them for shipping…” Approximately ninety percent of America’s
tin was imported which made its recycling vital to the war effort.49 To trigger interest in the “Tin
Can Salvage Program” among children, the “admission” price for the Chapel Program at
Millington High School was eight tin cans. The presentation offered by students was in the style
of a quiz show with participation from students in grades seven through twelve. It was a
tremendous success, according to the school’s faculty. Additionally, the school’s annual “White
Christmas” program included students’ donations of food and clothing that was given to needy
families.50
Rationing did not solve all the shortages in the city however. Many grocery stores had
sold their entire October allotment of coffee before the month ended. According to Joseph W.
Maury, president of Canova Foods, Incorporated, there was not a shortage of coffee in the world,
just a problem with transporting it from South America. Some of the other local grocery store
owners stated that they had limited the amount sold to customers hoping that there would be
enough for everyone. The president of the Memphis Retail Grocer’s Association, Ben
Makowsky, claimed that grocers had not formally conserved coffee. He said, “The grocers have
been able to supply their customers” and “the rationing of coffee” was “left in the hands of each
individual grocer.”51
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Milk was also in short supply in Memphis. Approximately twenty percent of the milk
consumed in Memphis was purchased from outside the area, primarily Wisconsin. Apparently,
the increased cost of production was the cause for the shortage. Milk producers could no longer
afford to process the milk at the current prices. They complained to the Department of
Agriculture that the price increase should be passed on to consumers or by a subsidy. The OPA,
when approached by the milk dealers, claimed that they could not do anything until the
complaint was processed by the Department of Agriculture.52
Dr. Sue Powers, superintendent of county schools, announced a variety of changes in the
school system due to rationing and distribution of food supplies. Although lunchrooms were
confronted with both labor and food shortages, she vowed that they would remain open. The
schools’ food supplier in Jackson, Tennessee, was to be discontinued. Local products were to be
used for the foreseeable future, but Powers assured parents that prices would “be kept as low as
possible.” Additionally, teachers would no longer have the freedom to take children home who
became ill or injured, as they had in the past. Further, all-night programs held at schools were
canceled. She asked for the community’s assistance with extracurricular programs wherever
possible, “… because we must not forget that young people must have something besides
work.”53
An increase in Federal liquor tax caused quite a buying frenzy at Memphis liquor stores
during September and October 1942. Beginning November 1, the Federal liquor tax increased by
fifty cents a quart on 100 proof liquors as well as all others proportionately. The tax was not the
sole reason for the dramatic increase in sales, according to John C. Dillon of Consolidated
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Distributors. In May, the WPB announced that alcohol would no longer be produced with sugar.
That, coupled with the rise of taxes, was enough for people to purchase and hoard as much liquor
as they could afford. Retailers tried convincing consumers to purchase at a “normal” rate, but
were not successful. Although there was a significant increase in sales, it was less than those of
the day before Christmas in previous years.54
November’s mid-term elections throughout the nation had a low turnout, and Memphis
was no different. Many local politicians ran unopposed, and those Democrats on the state and
federal tickets feared little from the Republicans. Campaigning on the local level was light,
therefore interest was minimal. Governor Prentice Cooper was reelected by a landslide, as was
Senator Tom Stewart. Since Representative Clifford Davis ran unopposed there was no need to
campaign. The Democrats of Tennessee and the local political machine were still safely in
power, at least for a while.55
The Episcopal Churches of Memphis opened their doors to all faiths on Armistice Day
for prayer, consolation, meditation, sermons, and communion. Pastors were available for private
consolation. For the convenience of those in the workforce, some locations opened as early as
7:00 in the morning and remained open until 8:00 that night. Reverend Theodore N. Barth, rector
of Calvary Episcopal Church, delivered a sermon on WHBQ radio that afternoon. St. James
Episcopal Church offered a night service dedicated to the men “serving their country on land,
sea, and in the air” by singing patriotic songs.56
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Gas rationing was slated to begin in Memphis on December 1, 1942, but first, all
automobiles had to be registered. That process began on November 18, and continued for three
days. The volunteer registrars were 1,200 teachers from the fifty-two Memphis city and Shelby
County schools. What could have been an arduous task was reportedly quite the opposite,
according to Ernest C. Ball, superintendent of city schools. Directions for completing the forms
were printed in the newspaper. Provided automobile owners furnished the necessary
documentation, the registration process was relatively straightforward.57
On the eve of gas rationing, motorists flocked to gasoline stations to get the last full tank
they could for the foreseeable future. Many station owners vowed to remain open until midnight,
the starting time for gas rationing. It was illegal to store or sell gasoline in lots of more than five
gallons. Moreover, a permit was required to store five gallons and it had to be stored outside. The
penalty for hoarding gasoline was a $10,000 fine or ten years in jail, or both.58 To further
conserve gasoline, Congress enacted a nationwide speed limit of thirty-five miles per hour in
December 1942. Moreover, pleasure driving was prohibited once the national gas rationing went
into effect.59
Dave Jolly, owner of Jolly Cab Company, declared that all working taxis in his company
were being used despite gas restrictions imposed by the government. Twenty-eight company
vehicles were “immobilized” due to difficulty acquiring tires and parts, but fifty-three were still
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on the road serving the public. However, ration coupons for gasoline were used at an alarming
rate. He feared the allotment would not be sufficient to stay in business.60
Health officials in the region used the end of the year as a good time to assess mortality
causes. More than sixty-two percent of Tennessee deaths were the result of seven diseases in
1941, according to statistics released by the state. For the twenty years prior to 1929, tuberculosis
caused more deaths than any other disease in the state. Since then, heart disease ranked number
one. However, the State Department of Health stressed that for persons between the ages of
fifteen and forty-four, tuberculosis was still “public enemy No. 1.” It had all but been eradicated
as the leading cause of death for persons sixty-five and older. The other diseases that claimed
lives were cerebral hemorrhage, cancer, tuberculosis, accidents, nephritis, and pneumonia.61
The Federal government allotted $350,000 in funds for the care and treatment of citizens
with venereal diseases in the four major cities of Tennessee: Chattanooga, Knoxville, Memphis,
and Nashville. The pre-penicillin treatment was to be given in “isolation hospitals” which were
to be established in existing hospitals. If additional space was needed, the construction was the
responsibility of the government. The tentative site for the Memphis Isolation Hospital was
adjacent to the Shelby County Hospital. According to Sam Blanchard, superintendent of the
hospital, the new Memphis Isolation Hospital would service all of West Tennessee. By law, any
person infected with a venereal disease could be confined until cured. The facility would have
space for 200 patients, all women.62
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The first anniversary of American’s entry into war did not go unnoticed by Memphians.
The Mayor asked citizens to pause for one minute, at eleven a.m. on December 7 to remember
those who died at Pearl Harbor. Businesses ceased sales, traffic lights went off, and people
stopped for those sixty seconds. Immediately following the remembrance, another war bond
drive began. The bond sale was launched at a rally held in Court Square where Mayor Chandler
gave a speech encouraging Memphians to purchase bonds. The December quota for “E” bond
sales for Shelby County was $1.7 million.63
Two days later, the city of Memphis held a “surprise” blackout which was “far from
perfect” according to Colonel W. J. Bacon, Civilian Defense director. The primary reason, he
assumed, was because the warning system, which consisted of fire engine sirens, could not be
heard throughout the city. Further, he believed that the installation of “eight to ten wildcat
whistles” around the city would constitute a sufficient warning system. Although downtown
stores left lights on, he believed it was not “deliberate” just “unfortunate.” There was also a
shortage of air raid wardens for the downtown area. The ODC stated it was considering hiring
women as assistants for air raid wardens. Because of the issues with sirens, Bacon assumed there
would not be another blackout test until after the first of the year.64
The United Service Organization (USO) announced a dance for all soldiers, sailors, and
marines at the Gayoso Hotel, sponsored by the Jewish Welfare Board. The dance offered an
orchestra, singers, dancers, refreshments, and an expected 250 young ladies as dance partners.65
Hostesses for the USO were classified under two categories: senior hostesses, generally married
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and over age thirty-five; and, junior hostesses, single between ages eighteen and thirty. Senior
hostesses wore many hats during their service. They were a motherly figure to some soldiers and
a counselor to others. They sewed buttons and insignias on uniforms, baked desserts, chaperoned
USO events, and made sandwiches and other foods for the soldiers, sailors, and Marines.
Moreover, many of the volunteers viewed USO service as a means of supporting husbands and
sons who were fighting overseas.66 In contrast, the “ideal” junior hostess “deployed an image of
femininity and beauty” which coincided with the reputation the organization wanted to present.
The young ladies were encouraged to wear pretty clothes and always practice self-control.67
The USO did employ a dress code for the junior hostesses. They were told “this is your
date with the boys” and not to “wear suits or sweaters because neither is pretty.” Further, they
were to be well groomed and appealing to a “crowd of servicemen.” Although junior hostesses
wanted to look pretty for the servicemen, there were certain colors and styles that projected a
much different image. A young hostess who volunteered in Memphis, Alice Roby, found it
confusing when “servicemen repeatedly propositioned her for sex.” When she asked a
serviceman friend why it happened, he explained it was because she wore “very seductive
clothes.” She stopped wearing her usual stylish, bright, “close-fitting” dresses and the
propositions ended. However, Alice made certain she did not trade her “sharp-looking clothes”
for “dowdy” outfits.68
Nancy Bonds Dewbre remembered, “My sister, Sarah, was old enough to go to the USO.
She wasn’t when the war first started, but she was before it ended. They had buses for the girls
66
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who volunteered to go to the USO. It was the USO downtown. I had quite a few cousins that
were of the age, her age, and they would go together. They’d get on a streetcar, and go
downtown to the USO. They loved going! They weren’t allowed to date the boys – the boys
couldn’t walk you home. You could only dance with them. They had a big time. I can remember,
those girls would come in and they all looked so pretty. They would come in our bedroom and
they would be fixing their face and getting ready to go. And, I’d lay down across the bed and
watch them and listen. I thought it was grand.” She recalled telling her mother, “Oh, Mother, I
hope we have a war when I’m seventeen or eighteen.” Her mother replied, “Oh, honey don’t say
that.” “I wasn’t thinking about the bad part. I was just thinking about how much fun my sister
and her friends were having. I just loved to dance so much.”69
Military uniforms shrouded the social class and background of servicemen.
Unfortunately, they did not conceal one’s race in a country that had a segregated military as well
as regional laws and customs that segregated public venues across the land. The policy of the
USO stated that its “services [were] available to all soldiers and sailors regardless of race.”
While the USO offered many amenities and centers for white servicemen, those for AfricanAmericans were lacking across the country. The services of local African-American women
were necessary in forming USO centers for African-American servicemen in their
communities.70 According to USO historian Meghan Winchell, the recreational facilities offered
to African-American servicemen in the South were limited to “sub-standard pool halls and
theaters” due to a small middle class among the African-American communities.71
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The USO was not alone in helping servicemen in Memphis. The Navy presented a
Welfare Ball at Ellis Auditorium on December 12, 1942. All proceeds went to the Navy’s local
Welfare Fund established to provide “recreational facilities and morale-building essentials for
the men.” The bands were comprised of Navy personnel and the event was the first of its kind.
The program began at eight o’clock and lasted six hours. Former musicians, now in uniform,
proved to put on quite a show for all who paid the $1.50 admission fee.72
Soon, area civilians were shown appreciation for their war efforts as well. The Chickasaw
Ordnance Works received the coveted Army-Navy “E” Production Award. This honor was
bestowed upon companies, and their employees, that excelled in war equipment production. The
plant began production in November 1940, and was originally built for the British Government,
and its products were sent directly across the sea. Although the Army’s Ordnance Department
took over the plant in early 1942, at the time of the award ceremony, it had not stopped
production in 722 days. Not only was the Ordnance given an award, but also employees were
given “E” pins to wear with pride. Both Senator McKellar and Mayor Chandler were present at
the ceremony.73
War industry was exceeding its labor resources in Tennessee, but this was not enough to
satisfy state officials. R. A. Larabee, director of the State Planning Division in Nashville,
expressed his disappointment in the number of war industries in the state as compared to its
neighboring states. While Tennessee had received $568,317,000 in industrial contracts, it ranked
thirty-third in the nation. The reason, he stated, was a lack of industrial planning. But, he had a
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plan for acquiring more industry for the state during and after the war. The short-term plan was
for immediate industry, that is, results within two years; and the long-term plan, which provided
industrial growth in post-war Tennessee. Tennessee needed contracts that could fit into existing
factories that could be easily retooled. He did not divulge any specifics of his “plan,” only that
more research was required.74
According to a report presented by the Chamber of Commerce, 1942 was a “banner year”
for the city of Memphis. Although the formation of “new normal manufacturing plants” came to
a halt in 1942, due to war production, thirty-three new industries were introduced. Business bank
deposits for 1942 were $2,861,439,807 which was $296,782,698 than 1941. Streetcar passengers,
kilowatt, gas, and water consumption increased significantly as well. The report also included
data concerning industrial expansion in the city. Within the last year, “fourteen new industries,
eight special military projects,” and “eleven non-manufacturing organizations converted to
industrial war production.” Phil Pidgeon, newly re-elected president of the Chamber of
Commerce, declared, “Memphis has accepted its responsibilities and is discharging them in a
truly patriotic manner … We must accept more and more restrictions on our business and
personal lives. Only one thing counts now, and that is to win the war and with it the right to live
as free men…”75
Mayor Chandler attended the Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors’ meeting in
December 1942. While speaking to the members, he reiterated his thoughts concerning post-war
Memphis. He said, “We should not wait until the war abruptly ends and then set about to deal
hurriedly with many problems that would present themselves, but that plans should be made well
74

“Lack Of War Plants In Tennessee Cited,” Commercial Appeal, 1 January 1943.

75

“Banner Year Shown By C. Of C. Review; Pidgeon Re-Elected,” Commercial Appeal, 13 February 1943; see
also, “1942 Chamber of Commerce Annual Report,” 2, Memphis Public Library and Information Center.

115

in advance.” Further, he gave his assurance to the Board for “the desire of the City Government
to cooperate on all matters relating to the future growth and development and well-being of the
city.”76 Here we see clearly the city leaders’ ultimate goal – support the war, but make sure that
Memphis came out a stronger city following the conflict. Memphis leaders were determined to
see that the city got its “piece of the pie.”
While most Memphians celebrated New Year’s Eve 1942 with friends, family, food,
drink, and overall merriment, many who worked at the Fisher-Memphis Aircraft Division,
Chickasaw Ordnance Works, and the National Fireworks Company declared that they would do
their “celebrating when the war is over.” These men and women were willing to work “around
the clock to beat the Axis.” 77
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CHAPTER SIX
“My Shoes Were Worn Out”
While Memphians followed news of the Allied battles against Germans in North Africa
and the final battles to occupy Guadalcanal in the Pacific, their life at home would be dominated
by news of conservation, rationing, war bond drives, and labor and housing shortages. Memphis
city officials would try to accommodate war needs, but were not afraid to push back against the
federal government when they believed it had overstepped its bounds.1
Construction was continuing at Kennedy General Hospital in January 1943, but the first
patients were received on the first of the month. Moreover, at the end of the month, the
dedication ceremony was held. During the ceremony, the commanding officer of the hospital,
Brigadier General Royal Reynolds, said, “It is our hope that this great, new Army hospital …
will never have to be filled to capacity.” But, according to the executive officer, Colonel Hugh L.
Prather, they expected patients at the rate of one hundred a week. Completion of the first 1,500bed unit had occurred by then, and a duplicate building was under construction.2 As a young boy
in Memphis, Hamill B. Carey remembered Kennedy General Hospital in his neighborhood and
“seeing the hospital trains unload the newly wounded” for treatment.3
In an effort to crack down on purchases of nonessential building materials, the War
Production Board required consumers to present a signed affidavit from builders for purchases of
$100 or more to suppliers. The affidavits were for proof that the products would not be used for
“nonessential” construction. J. K. Lester, district manager of the WPB, explained that Order L-41
1
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regulated civilian building activities. Certain materials used by civilians were prohibited and
required permission from the WPB. Cost of construction was also regulated: residential, $200;
farm, $1,000; industrial under 10,000 square feet, $2,000; industrial more than 10,000 square
feet, $5,000; and church and other, $1,000. The cost of labor and any additional items required
for building were included in these figures.4
Since the country had asked its citizens to gather any and all scrap rubber, it was only
logical that they assumed rubber products were not readily available to them. However, the
Manufacturers Rubber and Supply Company announced it had a plentiful stock at the store on
Madison Avenue. They advertised raincoats, rubber boots, rubber gloves, belts, gaskets, hoses,
and custom-made articles. The company also worked with the civilian defense in producing a
home bomb spray hose for combatting fires ignited by “incendiary bombs or other causes.” The
hose was carried by hardware stores, drug stores, gas stations, and department stores. The
company claimed that although houses in Memphis might never be bombed, the hose could be
used in the garden as well.5
If rubber products were available, rubber production in Memphis was jeopardized by
labor strife. There was an “unauthorized walkout” of 300 workers in the tire division of the
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company plant in Memphis. According to representatives, the
“walkout” which began on Friday, January 29, was caused by a pay dispute. Although only 300
employees were involved in the “walkout,” approximately 3,000 employees remained idle. The
other branches relied on supplies from the tire division to continue their work. The pay dispute
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was reportedly based on the “company’s reported decision to withdraw its guarantee of a 70 cent
minimum wage in the tire room.” The Firestone representative said, “There has been no change
in the principle of the hour allowance plan.” One union worker claimed that the problems within
the company were more complex than the minimum wage issue. According to him, workers in
the Akron plant made eighty-one cents more an hour for doing the same job as those in the
Memphis plant. Union officials worked to convince employees to return to work by February 1,
asking that they bear in mind that a war was being fought.6
As of February 1, 1943, approximately seventy-five percent of the workers who
participated in the “walkout” at the Firestone Tire and Rubber Company were back at work.
There were reportedly no changes made in the minimum wage policy. However, two of the
Shelby County Selective Service Boards allegedly pressured workers by rechecking their list of
registrants for active duty. According to the Boards, if the men were not working, they could
fight in the war since some men were deferred due to “essential work.” Further, Ration Boards
were also reported to have rechecked lists. Many workers had received “B” or “C” ration books
that entitled them to extra gasoline. The Boards threatened to recall the rations if the men did not
return to work. The remaining “walkouts” were expected to return to work by the following day.7
The “walkout” at the plant was criticized by the War Activities and the Executive
Committees of the Memphis Industrial Council. Management of the plant was condemned for its
participation as well. Apparently, halt in production during the “walkout” was not the first
occurrence at the plant. In the past, workers had been ordered to remain idle until inspectors and
visitors arrived. Additionally, workers spent time away from their posts cleaning the plant in
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anticipation of inspections and visitations. They also stressed that the “walkout” was not
authorized by the union which had a “no strike or work stoppages in a war plant for the duration”
clause in its agreement with management. Further, workers felt that management took advantage
of this clause in their attempt to reduce the minimum wage rate to employees. Committee
members expressed their disdain for the manner in which the workers demonstrated their
grievances and that they should be “severely censured by the council for forgetting” their no
strike oath.8 Here was an opportunity for labor to show the leverage it had during a time when its
work was needed as a matter of national defense. But there was also a disadvantage to the
workers’ position; the company could threaten their deferred draft situations and their access to
rationed resources. Too, the company had to know that work stoppages in a war-related industry
in wartime could be publicized in such a manner as to make the walkout seem unpatriotic,
casting the workers in a bad light not just as a group, but individually, as well. In peacetime or
in non-war-related industries, companies might opt to allow in “scab” workers, but those were
likely unavailable with the continuing manpower shortages during wartime Memphis. Thus the
two sides of the dispute were using different tactics in supporting their positions that were
common in peacetime. Since Memphis was not alone in its wartime labor disputes, it was
inevitable that the federal government would get involved.
In June 1943, Congress passed the Smith-Connally Act which mandated a thirty-day
notice to be given prior to any strike. Additionally, a thirty-day “cooling off” period was to
follow the notification as well as the supervision of union voting by the National War Labor
Board (NWLB). The NWLB was formed in January 1942 to help resolve labor disagreements
between labor and management. Moreover, under the act, the president had the authority to seize
8
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control of a privately owned company contracted for war industry when production was
threatened by strikes or lockouts.9
The city’s labor shortage was a cause for concern in early 1943. In May, the Chamber of
Commerce in cooperation with the Memphis Public Schools System, sent questionnaires to the
various war industries in the city. The questions were designed to gather information concerning
the employment needs of the companies. It included questions concerning the industry type, the
number of employees needed (both sexes and races), amount of education required, and duties
performed with the jobs. Arthur M. Field, industrial engineer of the Chamber of Commerce,
stated that the manpower shortage would be more prevalent during the summer months.
Therefore, high school students could fill a portion of the void. He said there were advantages to
high school students working during summer vacation: the shortage of manpower would be
alleviated; teenagers could do their part for the war effort; and give them the possibility of a
career in industry after graduation. The proposal also considered training the student workers for
skilled jobs at the Memphis Vocational School. Authorities in the school system would use the
data to recruit summer workers.10
The proposal for using high school students at war industry plants during the summer
vacation was a tremendous success. The industries’ response indicated they could employ 350
high school students over the summer months. The city superintendent of schools, Ernest C. Ball,
said that students ages sixteen to eighteen, white and black, girls and boys, should apply. He
stated the importance of the program, not only because of the shortage of manpower, but also it
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was a way for students to gain “interest in special training for postwar” employment. The
proposal did include free training of skilled labor for the students at the Memphis Vocational
School.11
Ike Friedman, manager of the United States Employment Service of the War Manpower
Commission, announced the need for 250 African-American men to work in war production
industries and Government businesses in Shelby County. He encouraged those who worked in
“nonessential jobs” to apply. The war industry positions offered paid forty-five to fifty cents an
hour.12
Absenteeism was not as much of an issue with the Memphis war industry’s workforce as
it was in other parts of the country. Most war industries’ spokesmen claimed they suffered the
typical reasons for absenteeism: illness, family deaths, and transportation difficulties. One
suggested placing all working mothers on day shifts allowing them to be with their children at
night – “If a woman war worker’s small child gets sick, she naturally has to go home to attend to
it.” The manager of the Buckeye Cotton Oil Mill stated they suffered a problem with “job
turnover.” Approximately ten percent of his employees were leaving every month for other jobs.
Another problem of absenteeism resulted from carpooling. If one had car trouble, it prevented all
who rode in the car from getting to work. The same was true if the car owner was ill. Overall,
however, the absentee rate in Memphis, in the companies interviewed, averaged between three
and four percent. In other war industry cities, the average was quoted as ten to twenty percent.13
However, in a study presented by the Chamber of Commerce, absenteeism was caused by
11
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“longer working hours and the complexities of living under rationing and other complications
due to congested areas.” The committee that conducted the research suggested “staggering shifts,
improved transportation, and mass handling of ration cards” to alleviate the pressures of living
under the current conditions.14
The nurseries set up for mothers working in war industries in Memphis, while highly
successful, proved to have lax enrollment regulations. The Lanham Act supplied funds for the
nurseries which were to be limited to childcare for war working mothers. Two of the nursery
schools, Wesley Institute Nursery (for white children) and Beale Avenue Welfare League
Headquarters (for black children), were caring for children of working mothers as well as
unemployed mothers in low-income brackets. Children from these nurseries were transferred to
Leroy Pope School and Foote Homes Center, respectively, which reduced the overall enrollment
by forty percent.15
As proposed by Civilian Defense commander Colonel W. J. Bacon, Memphis
commissioned the manufacturing of a steam-powered “blackout” siren by the Memphis
Generating Company. The siren, if proved successful, was to be placed at between six and eight
manufacturing plants around the city that supplied steam pressure twenty-four hours a day. The
cost of the siren was $300, and was to be divided among the company, the city, and the county.
The Penal Farm or the shop classes at Whitehaven High School were the probable manufacturers
of any future sirens. There were still no plans for another blackout test in Memphis.16
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The state coordinator for Civilian Defense in Nashville, Will R. Manier, Jr., requested a
“blackout” for Memphis and towns in northern Mississippi on May 26. Mississippi communities
participated in the “blackout,” but Mayor Walter Chandler and County Commissioner E. W.
Hale, discussed the matter and decided it was not necessary. According to a report in the
newspaper, a date for the “blackout” was requested and found “not convenient” at that time.17
Labor shortages also affected city employees’ numbers and wages. The Selective Service
Act caused a significant void in the police and fire departments’ personnel of Memphis. The city
desperately advertised for all men who were “between 21 and 40, in good physical condition and
of good moral character” to apply. The probationary period was one year. After that, the salary
was $155 a month and the department paid half the cost of uniforms and insurance.18
The Shelby County Sheriff’s Department announced raises for its employees that were
retroactive to the beginning of the year. The hike in salaries varied from five to twenty dollars a
month. Most received ten dollars a month. It also publicized quite a few available positions that
were included in the salary jump.19 The City Commission voted to increase the hourly wage of
garbage collectors from thirty-three to thirty-five cents an hour. The increase affected 460
employees in the Engineering Department of the city.20 These pay hikes and job openings
probably indicate that many public employees were making the jump into the private sector
because of better pay and working conditions during the war. City and county officials seem to
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have realized that to keep their best people in an increasingly stressed labor market, local
government was going to have to offer better compensations.
While employment opportunities were plentiful in Memphis, the effects of rationing were
being felt in many ways. The Rationing Board cracked down on motorists who were caught
using their ration coupons to purchase gasoline for the vehicles of others or using the coupons of
others for their own vehicles. Eight African-American men were charged with the offense and, as
a result, were forced to forfeit their rations. Charges against the gasoline distributor were pending
until all the evidence was gathered. He faced a $10,000 fine or ten years in jail, or both. While all
the names of the motorists were printed in the newspaper, his was not, until the case against him
was “worked up” according to police. According to Porter A. Peteet, Office of Price
Administration attorney, this incident was the “first alleged filling station violator of rationing
regulations.”21
Public shaming of the profligate applied to other areas as well. Eight Memphians
appeared before the Shelby County War Price and Rationing Board at the courthouse on the
charge of speeding. As penalty, they had to forfeit gasoline ration coupons. The names and
amount of coupons forfeited was printed in the newspaper for all to see. The number and type of
coupons varied, but all were charged with exceeding the 35 mile per hour speed limit.22
An amendment that “greatly broadened the powers” of the Office of Price Administration
was passed in an effort to curtail the increase in speeding violations of motorists. Instead of
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forfeiting ration coupons for violations, the OPA was granted the power to “ground” motorists
from a week to “the duration” in addition to the lost coupon penalty. John Gilliland, rationing
attorney, stressed that the OPA would not make exceptions for anyone who worked in
“essential” positions, such as doctors or those who worked in war industries.23
Everyday citizens were not the only ones subjected to the long arm of the OPA. Retail
grocers had rules and restrictions imposed on them as well. Two Memphis grocers lost their right
to sell sugar for having too much in stock. One grocer had 400 pounds in his store, but was only
allowed 225. The other was allowed 25 pounds, but had 50 on hand. Their allotments were based
on previous sales reported to the OPA. Both men lost their sugar-selling rights for one month.24
As a technique for calculating how rationed foods were selling, members of the National
Food Brokers Association, in cooperation with the OPA, performed “spot checks” on local food
retailers. The surveys were conducted to eliminate any “snags” with the rationing system. The
members determined what foods were and were not selling, and if any required too many
“points” for purchase. Similar surveys in other cities discovered certain foods were not selling
thereby removing them from the ration list. Other foods demanded too many “points” which
caused them to remain on store shelves. The inspections were conducted every two weeks and
the information was forwarded to the OPA for evaluation. Further, a seminar was conducted by
the Trade Relations Division of the Memphis Chamber of Commerce to familiarize retailers with
the rules and regulations of the OPA.25
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The government had not rationed milk, but it had been in short supply due to distribution
and pricing issues. To save on gasoline and rubber with truck deliveries, home services were
limited to every other day, starting March 10, 1943. Milkmen gave calendars to the customers
that had their delivery dates marked. Households received a double order every other day. The
plan changed deliveries for grocers as well. Under the revised plan, instead of receiving
deliveries five days a week, grocers received deliveries every day, except Sunday. The Memphis
Dairy Exchange expected a reduction in mileage of sixteen to twenty percent. Memphians were
free to purchase milk at stores at any time. Not only were the delivery days of milk reduced, but
also the quantities one could purchase. Pint bottles were no longer available, only quarts.
Additionally, if extra milk was wanted, requests had to be made twenty-four hours ahead instead
of merely leaving a note for the milkman. Patrons were also required to leave a one-cent deposit
for any additional bottles, however, none was necessary for an even exchange of bottles.
Moreover, restaurants and stores were no longer allowed to return unsold milk.26
City officials cooperated with federal regulations—but only to the point they saw it as
expedient. For example, the City of Memphis sought an injunction against the Federal
Government to prevent the removal of “old rails in railroad track crossing pavements out of the
scrap metal piles.” A representative from the Memphis Department of Public Works explained
the laborious task involved with installing the embedded tracks, and that their removal would
“paralyze” traffic in “140 crossings in the city.” In February, Mayor Chandler testified that
Memphians had always assisted the government and had painstakingly gathered 1.5 million
pounds of metal scrap the previous October that was still “awaiting shipment.” The city’s
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witnesses further explained that there was plenty of rail scrap that had been collected and
donated and even more that was easily accessible. Federal Judge Marion Boyd ruled in favor of
the city. Boyd asserted that there were “2,334 tons of like kind and character of that sought in
more accessible places.” He further explained that the Property Requisitioning Act concerned
public property, not private, that passed in October 1941 “gave the President power to requisition
private property only and not property already devoted to public use.”27
Boy Scout troops in the Chickasaw Council spent the week of February 6-14 collecting
tin cans for the war effort. The 177 troops in the Council set aside that week to do their “civic
good turn” as part of Boy Scout Week. Annual banquets for the boys and their fathers were given
during the week as well.28 Additionally, the neighborhood theaters in Memphis again offered a
free matinee on February 23, 1943, in exchange for six or more ounces of copper, in cooperation
with the scrap metal drive. Children could exchange copper for a ticket at their school or at the
theater. Film industries donated movie showings and employees of the theaters donated their
time. All collected scrap was sold to local salvage companies and the proceeds were donated to
schools close to the theaters.29
The school children of Memphis and Shelby County diligently gathered tin cans for the
war effort. The tin can drive began December 1, 1942, and by April 27, 1943, youngsters had
collected 3,432,690 cans. According to the educational chairman, that was “enough to fill 23
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freight gondolas.” Tin cans from Memphis were sent to a de-tinning plant in Neville Island,
Pennsylvania.30
Accommodating a growing Memphis labor force was still a problem more than a year
after American went to war. Although the mayor had gained permission from the WPB to
renovate homes and apartments and formed various housing committees, the housing shortage in
Memphis during the wars years was severe. In fact, it suffered one of the worst housing
shortages in the nation. Approximately thirty-three percent of whites and eighty percent of blacks
lived in substandard housing. To help alleviate the problem, the LeMoyne Gardens Extension
Housing Project was developed for African-Americans working in the Memphis war industries.
The opening of 100 units was announced by the Memphis Housing Authority for April 1943,
with an additional 100 units opening by May 1. The entire 342-unit complex was to open by
June. Rental amounts for the complex were based on income.31
It was not enough for Memphis officials merely to have more housing. They also wanted
a certain standard for the city’s aesthetics. Mayor Chandler met with city and civic leaders as
well as representatives from the Chamber of Commerce to designate the week of April 26 as
“Wartime Clean-up, Fix-up, Paint-up Beautify Week” in Memphis. The leaders believed the city
should make a good impression on visitors and “make Memphis a completely clean city for our
soldiers to come home to.” Designated members of the committee were to make a “block by
block inspection” and report their findings to the committee. The goal was to rid the city of
overgrown weeds, rundown sheds and buildings, garbage, and to “spruce up” properties where
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necessary. Owners of the properties were asked for their cooperation. For the three previous
years, Memphis had won the award for being the cleanest city in the state.32
Memphians would learn to adjust to the exigencies of the war effort in ways both large
and small. The federal government placed a ban on sliced bread on January 18, 1943 to save wax
paper for the war effort. It was believed that unsliced bread would save not only wax paper, but
also the cost of the loaf overall, since bakers would not have the cost involved with slicing.
However, after only a couple of months, Secretary of Agriculture Claude R. Wickard admitted
that the “disadvantages of the ban had outweighed the advantages.” Local bakers announced that
sliced bread was immediately available to consumers.33
On February 9, 1943, the WPB lifted the ban on shoe sales. Memphians, mostly women,
lined the sidewalks waiting for their chance to buy shoes during the temporary reprieve.
Salesmen claimed they had never seen anything like the crowds that day. “Colored shoes, spikeheel types, and fancy shoes” were the bestsellers. A ration coupon was still necessary for
purchase and some left empty-handed because they failed to bring one. Still others decided not to
fight the crowds.34 Nancy Bonds Dewbre recalled needing a pair of shoes when her family did
not have the necessary ration coupon. She said, “My grandmother was visiting us from
Mississippi, and my shoes were worn out. You couldn’t get leather or rubber. And even if you
could get a pair of shoes, they were not as good as they used to be. And, my mother was
lamenting, ‘Well, honey I don’t know what we’re going to do.’ My grandma said, ‘Well, you can
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have my ration coupons for shoes.’ She said, ‘I’ll never wear these shoes out no more than I walk
anymore.’”35
A meeting was held at the Sterick Building to inform approximately forty AfricanAmerican community leaders of the rules and regulations concerning the augmented rationing
system that was to begin in March 1943. William C. Manley, Jr., manager of the Memphis
District of the OPA, thanked the group for volunteering and stressed the importance of the work
they were called upon to provide. The citizens were informed of the duties required for the new
program’s procedures. Further, they were to relay the instructions to the African-American
residents in Memphis and Shelby County. Blair T. Hunt, principal of Booker T. Washington
High School, was chosen as the group’s chairman. A ration point-system table was printed in the
March 26 edition of the Memphis World, the city’s African-American newspaper, to aid its
readers.36
Registration numbers for the second round of ration books in Memphis was low. Officials
expected approximately 600,000 applicants, but by the initial deadline of February 27, only
391,129 had registered. Those who had not applied could not do so until after March 15. Ration
Book One was for coffee, sugar, and shoes, while Ration Book Two was for canned goods such
as fruit, vegetables, soup, and juice, frozen items, and dried beans. According to the 1940 census,
Shelby County had a population of 358,250, of which 292,943 were Memphians. With the influx
of people working in the war industries, those numbers had increased dramatically.
Approximately 411,000 people registered for Ration Book One by January 1. Shelby County
residents in the Armed Forces and servicemen stationed in the county were not required to use
35
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ration coupons. William C. Manley, Jr., district director of the Office of Price Administration
believed that many merely “failed to register.” They expected the number of applicants to
increase after registration resumed in mid-March.37
The OPA announced a “week-long freeze” on butter sales beginning at midnight, March
22. With that came a rush on butter sales at local markets and delicatessens. Many limited sale
amounts, but even with the restrictions, they had sold out hours before the midnight deadline.
Armed Forces, hotels, restaurants, and wholesale distributors were not subject to the “freeze.”
Some of the local dairy companies announced they were considering discontinuing their retail
sales routes once the ban on butter became effective on March 29. They claimed it required too
much of the salesmen’s time to collect a ration stamp every time a pound of butter was sold.38
Nancy Bonds Dewbre remembered butter rationing. She said, “And that’s when oleo [margarine]
came into being. I can remember mixing up the oleo for Mother. I thought it was yuk because it
was white, and you put food coloring in it. I was this ten-year-old skinny girl and I remember
mixing it for Mother, and she would say, ‘You’ve got to stir that some more. It doesn’t look
yellow yet. It looks orange in places.’”39
Strawberry farmers in West Tennessee wanted a rapid ruling from the OPA concerning
sugar allotments for canning purposes. The previous year, consumers were allowed only one
pound of sugar for every four pounds of fruit. However, making preserves, jams, and jellies
required much more sugar than canning. West Tennessee strawberry farmers lost an estimated
twenty to thirty-five percent of their crop to spoilage in 1942. A response from the OPA was
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necessary to determine the number of plants to set out for the year. The strawberry season
opened in West Tennessee on May 1 and continued for five to eight weeks.40 The Chamber of
Commerce conducted a survey requested by the OPA to determine the need for additional sugar
for manufacturers. The results showed increase of more than fifteen percent in the county’s
population. For the previous year, Memphis manufacturers, such as candy companies, bakeries,
and ice cream producers, had only been allowed seventy percent of the amounts consumed in
1941. Moreover, other cities in the nation had been allotted increased amounts based on a rise in
population and employment.41
Senator Kenneth McKellar took the concerns of his constituents to the national director
of the OPA in Washington, Prentiss Brown, who assured him “the matter would be looked into
and he would see what could be done.” Rationing began “at the height of the berry season” in
1942. Brown did not anticipate the same issues for 1943.42 Moreover, Missouri Senator Harry
Truman, Chairman of the Senate War Investigating Committee, “ordered an inquiry into reports”
of the OPA claiming to “make it difficult to obtain sugar for canning.” OPA officials were
quoted as saying blue ration stamps for sugar had been discussed, but it was “not likely” because
Brown was not certain it was necessary. Truman claimed that some OPA members believed
those living in small towns and rural areas would have an advantage over those in urban areas by
having more sugar for preserving foods. He declared that food preserved is food for the future.43
Senator McKellar had an additional meeting with Brown and related the many pleas he had
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received from his constituents. He expressed his confidence that the OPA would allow “an ample
quantity of sugar for the strawberry crop in West Tennessee” and other parts of the country.44
In early May, the OPA finally ruled on sugar rationing as it pertained to canning and
preserving foods. By the new ruling, each person was allotted twenty-five pounds of sugar for
canning. However, in order to avoid any shortage, the amount should be limited to ten pounds
per person, according to William C. Manley, Jr., district OPA manager. The allowance was
based on one pound for every four quarts of canned fruit and five extra pounds for jams, jellies,
and preserves. In 1941, approximately four pounds of sugar was used by each family for canning
and preserving.45 Additionally, manufacturers received ten percent more sugar, but companies in
other parts of the state received twenty to forty percent increases.46
Meat rationing began March 29, 1943. As a result, many Memphians bought all the meat
they could afford before it became effective. Butcher shops and grocers sold most, if not all, they
had in stock. One meat retailer expressed his concern about probable meat spoilage. He stated
that most homes did not have the resources to store fresh meat for long periods of time, and that
“no meat product improves with age.” Meat packers and wholesalers reported that they had
received more orders than could be filled.47 According to Herman Watlington, there was no
problem getting meat. He said, “Maybe it’s because it was just me, and sometimes Lynn, my
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wife … well, she was my girlfriend some of that time, but I never had any trouble finding a steak
when I wanted one. When we didn’t have enough ration coupons, we just went to a restaurant.”48
With the emergence of meat rationing, a Kansas City woman, Mary Pratt, realized she
could no longer afford to feed her five-year-old lion that had lived in her basement since he was
a cub. The lion consumed twenty-two pounds of meat daily. At the end of March, Pratt offered
her lion, Speck, to Clyde Beatty, the Shrine Circus lion tamer. Armed with police, a local zoo
director, and steak, Beatty tried coaxing Speck from the basement and into a cage bound for
Memphis, to no avail. The zoo director offered to “poke his head in” but was stopped by Pratt
who warned that it was not a good idea since the lion had not eaten for a few days.49 The next
day, police tried to persuade Speck the lion from his basement home. He successfully nabbed a
juicy steak from one officer and retreated back to his dark corner. Finally, an officer dangled a
steak above the door of the cage. When Speck grabbed the meat, the trap was sprung, and he was
shipped off to join Beatty and the Shrine circus performing in Memphis.50
Public and military personnel health was always a concern for local officials. Military
authorities requested the passage of the Prostitution Act to prevent the spread of venereal disease
among soldiers. By February 10, 1943, it had passed into state law. With fines between $25 and
$500, the bill also included procuring and soliciting. The Tennessee State Highway Patrol was
assigned to enforce the new law.51 In March 1943, a Venereal Disease War Committee was
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formed for the Memphis and Shelby County region. The efforts of the Army, Navy, and civilians
to control venereal diseases was the primary purpose of the committee.52
The Tennessee State Health Department released its disease statistics for 1942 early the
next year. Cases of venereal diseases were higher than those of any other. There were 4,000
more cases of syphilis and 4,200 more cases of gonorrhea than reported in 1941. In Memphis,
17,217 were treated for syphilis and gonorrhea in 1942. Of those, 2,537 were Selective Service
men who had been deferred. A stricter system of reporting and Selective Service examinations
were partially responsible for the increase in numbers, according to the State Health Department.
More men, white and black, were infected with the disease than women. Cases of diphtheria,
measles, malaria, pneumonia, and infantile paralysis were all significantly fewer than the
previous year.53
A countywide dog quarantine was ordered by the State Commissioner of Agriculture and
the Acting State Veterinarian in Shelby County, on March 6, 1943, to “prevent the introduction
and spread of rabies.” Under this ninety-day order, all stray dogs were seized and quarantined for
five days. Any dogs that were not claimed by their owners were “gassed” by the Humane
Shelter. Over 1,500 stray dogs were picked up throughout the county during January and
February. Of those, two-thirds were not claimed, according to C. C. Olive, superintendent of the
city Humane Shelter. There were a few cases of dog bites and those affected were treated with
rabies inoculations. There were also cases of farm animals suffering dog bites. Further, licensed
dogs were to be contained within a fence or leashed at all times. By May 5, twenty-seven rabid
dogs were captured by city and county health authorities. The quarantine prohibited owners from
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letting dogs run free. Overall, more than 900 stray dogs were picked up and taken to the pound
during that time.54
Entertaining military personnel in a wholesome atmosphere continued to be a city
priority. The Service Men’s Recreational Center was established by the twelve Jewish youth
organizations in Memphis. They obtained space for the center in the Beth El Emeth Synagogue
on Poplar Avenue downtown. Local furniture stores donated pieces to outfit the new center. It
was available four or five nights a week, for planned “dances, dinners, and dates” to all
servicemen, regardless of religion. Their idea for the center was “a place where the service men
can go and be perfectly at home.”55 The Methodist Churches of the Memphis District opened a
rest and relaxation center for servicemen in close proximity to Grand Central Station and Union
Station in downtown Memphis. The center offered showers and refreshments twenty-four hours
a day. In time, the center offered thirty-five cots in the back of the center. All services were free
to servicemen with the exception of a “small charge for the linen service.” Thirty-eight women
from the churches in the district volunteered to work in four-hour shifts during the day. A retired
hotel employee and ministers took shifts during the nighttime hours.56
A new social club in Memphis was issued a “general welfare charter” by the office of the
Secretary of State in Nashville. The “Newman’s Bridge and Luncheon Club” planned an opening
for March 15. The club occupied the fifth floor of the Newman Building in downtown Memphis
and was offered to 200 members of both sexes for an annual fee of $12. The organization offered
luncheons and bridge to its members and military officers stationed in and visiting the area.
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Officers in the Armed Forces were also allowed to use the facilities of the Newman Athletic
Club on the fourth floor that included recreational equipment, showers, and sleeping
accommodations for ten to fifteen people.57 The University Club announced a series of outdoor
dances to be held through the summer on alternating Saturday nights beginning on June 5. The
tennis courts were to be used for the dances with tables arranged on the terrace for members and
their guests. During inclement weather, the dances were held in the Club’s ballroom.58
Another establishment that opened its doors to servicemen was Clearpool, located at the
corner of Winchester and Lamar Avenues. It was a public swimming pool facility owned by Joe
and Angela Garavelli and Pierina Milani. Josephine Milani Brooks Sammons, Pierina’s daughter,
recalled how her mother, her cousin, “Angelina,” and her “Uncle” Joe allowed the Air Transport
Command to use the Clearpool facility during the war years. She explained, “They used the
bathhouse for bathing, naturally, and storage. The nightclub was converted into officer’s quarters
[and] the picnic pavilion was made into enlisted men’s barracks and the Grill became the Mess
Hall. They used the pool for water survival classes. Uncle Joe quickly found out that most of the
young men stationed there had nothing to do when they were not busy with flight training at the
airport. We were far enough from the city then that there was no public transportation, so he
pushed back the counter of the store, filled the place with tables and chairs, and offered the boys
a place for recreation.”59
Memphians also tried to take care of servicemen overseas. The Commercial Appeal-Al
Chymia Temple Smokes For Soldiers Fund raised $2,500 by mid-May 1943. The purpose of the
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fund was to send cigarettes to soldiers from Memphis and West Tennessee who were fighting
overseas. By that date, they had sent approximately one million cigarettes to the Tennessee
soldiers. A few months earlier, at the Shrine Hamid-Morton Circus at Ellis Auditorium, $1,500
was collected by Shriners to purchase cigarettes for soldiers, and it grew from there. The
cigarettes purchased cost an average of forty-five cents a carton and were tax-free. The first
collection bought 33,000 packs and they were sent to units on Guadalcanal, in Australia, and
North Africa. C. Greer Yount, chairman of the fund, said that all cigarettes would be sent
overseas to “units made up largely of Memphians and West Tennesseans” as much as possible.
He also said that the “drive will continue for the duration.”60
The Fourth Ferrying Group and Memphis Post No.1 of the American Legion sponsored a
fundraising celebrity golf match held at the Memphis Country Club. The Fourth Ferrying Group
was comprised of officers and enlisted men who delivered planes around the world during the
war wherever they were needed. The recreational facility in Memphis was designed as a place
for the men to relax between their flights. Entertainers Bing Crosby and Bob Hope, as well as
professional golfers Byron Nelson, Ed Dudley, and Sam Byrd were invited to participate. The
public could watch the match for a two-dollar admission fee. All proceeds went to the Fourth
Ferrying Group Command Headquarters facility.61 Unfortunately, Bob Hope and Sam Byrd were
grounded by bad weather in Atlanta and unable to attend. Bing Crosby played auctioneer to a
crowd of thousands to raise money for the War Savings Bond Drive. A mixed-breed dog sold for
$1,500; a golf ball used in the match sold for $3,000; and a Japanese War Bond taken off a dead
Japanese pilot sold for $3,600. The day’s total war bond sales were just under $10,000.
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Accompanied by the staff orchestra of WMC, Crosby performed for the crowd after the
auction.62
Services in the city were occasionally hampered by rationing and labor problems.
Memphis laundry services were overloaded with unfilled orders. Their delivery service was
hindered by the gasoline and tire rationings, but those were not the only issues disrupting service.
They suffered labor shortages, and when help was found, it was often too inexperienced. The
scarcity of new washing machines and parts to repair existing ones were major factors of the
service delays. Henry Fisher, secretary of the Memphis Laundry Club, explained that many
companies stopped taking new orders until existing orders were filled.63
Members of the three primary ventures of the Council of Civic Clubs (the Rat Eradication
Campaign, the Victory Garden drive, and the Share Your Car Service), presented updates at a
city committee meeting in early March. One member stated that rats were “after our ration
points…we must give them one point – the point of death.” The Victory Garden drive stressed
that much unused area was available for growing vegetables. Mayor Chandler offered a list of
thousands of garden plots across the city that had been donated for use to anyone wanting to
plant a garden. A spokesman for the Share Your Car Service noted that prior to the program,
most cars transported an average of two people, but since then, the average had increased to four
people per car.64
The “Council of Civic Clubs Rat Control Clean-Up Campaign” was established to rid the
city of “rats and rat harborages.” Both the Commissioner of Finances and Institutions and the
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superintendent of garbage collection vowed that their departments would be vigilant in the
extermination of the rodent problem in Memphis. The primary concerns in residential areas were
“filth-borne disease” and “rat bite fever.” Several cases of people suffering from rat bites had
been reported, but none had developed into “rat bite fever.” The campaign of the Council was
launched on March 15.65
Rats and the diseases they carried were a concern in 1943. Dr. L.M. Graves,
Superintendent of Health for Memphis and Shelby County, met with city commissioners and
civic leaders to discuss ways of preventing the spreading of typhus and the extermination of rats
in the Memphis area. According to Graves, transportation and shipping terminals were a prime
location for rats to first gain access to the city. In the past year, cases of typhus were reported in
Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, Georgia, and Arkansas. Because of the war industries, shipping
and transportation had increased dramatically, so too, had the number of typhus cases in the
nation. There was an estimated one rat for every person in Memphis and the economic costs
were substantial, not only in food eaten, but also in the contamination of food.66
Mayor Chandler and Edward H. Crump were advocates of victory gardens and urged
citizens to plant gardens. According to Crump, “big, juicy roast beef” had been taken from
England and they were “healthier and better off than ever before due to vegetables.”67 In May
1943, the City Commission passed two ordinances designed to protect “victory” gardeners in
Memphis. One made it unlawful to trespass on the gardens and steal or damage the items grown.
The second allowed city and county real estate agents to issue permits for city property to be
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used for victory gardens. Those who took advantage of using city property for “victory gardens”
were only allowed to grow fruits and vegetables and were not allowed to sell any crops grown on
the property. Further, the agents were permitted to “make reasonable rules and regulations”
concerning the maintenance and upkeep of the property. Fines could be imposed on those who
did not adhere to the rules, and the property, including any growing crops, would be forfeited.68
According to Leroy Gregory, general chairman of the Memphis and Shelby County
Council of Civic Clubs Victory Gardens Contest, the number of gardens had multiplied more
than twenty times over that of the previous year. During his inspection of the gardens, he
discovered a myriad of different vegetables growing, but few fruits. The enormity of the garden
surprised and pleased the inspection committee. He noted, “Every available lot has been planted,
and they are all looking good at this time.”69
The “Share Your Car Program,” endorsed by Mayor Chandler in October 1942, was not
very successful, according to a spot survey performed by the Tennessee Highway Department for
the Office of Price Administration. The 30-minute survey was conducted during the peak drive
time for Memphis commuters who traveled on Poplar Avenue past McLean Avenue. Surveyors
determined that fifty percent of cars were not filled to their capacity. Of the 191 cars counted for
the study, only 423 passengers were occupying the seats. Based on five occupants per car, that
same number of vehicles could carry 998, or 575 more people.70
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The Memphis Street Railway Company received one of ten ordered electric coaches in
early March 1943. The new coaches were ordered over a year previously, but due to the war
industries, manufacturing had been delayed. The new coaches, combined with the new electric
buses and diesel electric coaches, were all part of forty-five vehicles ordered by the company
since the attack on Pearl Harbor. The vehicles were instrumental in alleviating the transportation
issues that plagued Memphis during the war years. After the shipment of all the new vehicles, the
company expected no more until after the war.71
A report assembled by the Research Bureau of the Memphis Chamber of Commerce
revealed an increase in passengers on streetcars and buses for the month of April 1943 as
compared to the same month the previous year. Passengers who took advantage of those modes
of public transportation in April 1943 totaled 9,438,244 as compared to 6,104,901 in April 1942,
for an increase of 54.6 percent. Part of this might be attributed to more people in the city. But a
certain amount of the increase might indicate that the pressures of rationing of fuel and tires were
taking their toll on some drivers. Additionally, bank debits were increased by 34.2 percent and
postal receipts were up 13.9 percent. Utilities and building permits also denoted growth:
residential water consumption, 13.2 percent; kilowatt usage, 24.6 percent; telephones, 11.2
percent; and, building permits, 92.1.72
The OPA extended its arm into the driving pleasure of Memphians. License numbers of
ninety vehicles parked at nightclubs and after-hours establishments, as well as local fishing
spots, were registered by officials. According to the local OPA director, R. Todd Crutchfield, the
motorists were in danger of losing their ration coupons for gasoline if they visited the places too
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often. Ration Book “A” only allowed 150 miles of gasoline for work and 90 miles for pleasure
each month. Ration Books “B” and “C” allowed for more mileage, but all ran the risk of
“hearing from the rationing boards” as well as their employers, in the case of the latter two.73
The OPA and local Rationing Boards did not tolerate the disregard of rationing regulations. Six
Memphis motorists lost a portion of their ration coupons as penalty for speeding. The OPA
moralizing seems to have backfired however, as ten days later, the district manager of the OPA
admitted he had made a mistake by trying to dictate how motorists used their “pleasure”
gasoline. Earlier in the month, the license numbers of ninety motorists were reported to the local
Ration Boards for future investigative information. William C. Manley, Jr., reversed his decision
stating that he did not have the authority and that “every motorist has 90 miles of gasoline a
month that he can use as he sees fit.” He stressed that the OPA would prosecute when warranted,
but they would not “persecute.”74 One cannot but wonder if OPA officials got an earful from
Memphians after threatening those frequenting bars at night or fishermen. Or perhaps, Memphis
city officials relayed the message that city morals had always been their purview. Whatever the
cause, the OPA had backtracked quickly.
Still, Memphis was not above regulating its citizens’ entertainment. The City
Commission passed an ordinance preventing a $3.00 weekly service fee paid to pinball and
jukebox owners by those who housed the machines in their establishments. The new ordinance
also mandated that permits for the machines were to be issued by the chief of police. The permits
were $2.00 annually. Additionally, only one type of machine was allowed in establishments and
the hours of operation were 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. Formerly, the standard payment procedure
73
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for the machines was a 50-50 take between the owner of the machine and the owner of the
establishment that housed them. That division of money was after the $3.00 weekly service fee.
Owners paid all city, county, and state license fees as well as maintenance charges. The new law
also prohibited the placing of machines in establishments less than 600 feet from schools and
playgrounds. Within two weeks, the controversy over the newly imposed ordinances concerning
pinball machines, jukeboxes, and nickelodeons brought amendments before the City
Commission. Consequently, the Commission agreed to “relax” a couple of the new laws. The
new ordinance limiting the number of machines to one per establishment was changed to two,
and the hours of operation were extended to midnight.75
Next, church bingo games came under fire. Commissioner Joseph Boyle announced
“gambling is gambling, even if it is at a church social.” He made it clear that anyone caught
anywhere playing bingo or any other game of chance would be arrested for gaming. The
proclamation accompanied the police raid of a bingo party conducted at St. Mary’s Catholic
Chapel and School. The police took the names of the 216 people in attendance and gave them a
warning. The police confiscated the church’s bingo equipment.76
City officials, perhaps, wanted Memphians’ discretionary spending used in more patriotic
manners than in coin-slots and bingo parlors. The Second War Loan campaign was slated to end
on April 30, 1943; however, Memphis and Shelby County reached their quota long before the
deadline. By April 25, $19,217,410 had been sold. That was $847,410 above the goal for the
region. Although the quota had been surpassed, workers continued selling bonds. They expressed
the enthusiasm received at the various war factories. Memphians relentlessly purchased
75
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securities. According to Doddridge Nichols, chairman of the War Finance Committee,
“Remember, our boys don’t quit when they reach an objective.”77
The African-American division of the War Finance Committee in Memphis was lauded
by city leaders for their efforts in selling War Savings Bonds and Stamps. A “song auction” and
musical festival was conducted at Ellis Auditorium where songs were “sold” and sung to patrons,
with Edward H. Crump and Mayor Chandler in attendance. Winners of the “Spirit of Cotton”
contest were awarded prizes for selling $61,760 in bonds during the week prior to the auction. A
total of $88,829 was raised during the auction. Another contest to sell bonds for the war effort
was sponsored by the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority at LeMoyne College. Young AfricanAmerican ladies represented various sororities and fraternities competed for the crown of “Miss
Victory” by selling war bonds. The endeavor raised more than $98,000 for the Second War Loan
Campaign.78
The Second War Loan Drive came to a close at midnight, April 30, 1943. While the exact
figure was not available for a couple of weeks, preliminary figures revealed that volunteers in
Memphis and Shelby County sold in excess of $22 million in bonds. The total quota for the
twenty counties of West Tennessee participating in the drive was $23,100,000. More than 2,000
men, women, and children donated hundreds of man-hours to the cause. Doddridge Nichols,
chairman of the War Finance Committee, was amazed at the selfless contributions made by the
volunteers. He noted, “from schoolchildren to heads of big business enterprises, all were working
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with one goal to sell more war bonds than ever before, and…they did just that.” The Women’s
Committee set a goal of $300,000 to buy a bomber. By the end of the drive, they had sold
$1,500,000 which was enough to purchase five bombers. Additionally, the Memphis Negro War
Bond Campaign sold $1,500,000 in bonds which was $500,000 more than the quota. Along with
contests and door-to-door campaigns, the organization purchased a full-page ad in the
Commercial Appeal that demonstrated the contributions made during previous wars, “from
Bunker Hill to Tripoli,” by African-Americans.79
The Chickasaw Ordnance Works closed its door for the first time since November 1940
on May 23, 1943, adopting a six-day workweek. Three shifts a day were still enforced, and some
operations required a continuous workflow, but most departments shut down on Sundays.
Management claimed that the change would not cause any layoffs of employees since there were
not enough workers at the time. Additionally, turnover at the plant was constant with men
leaving for the Armed Forces. The plant had a sterling reputation for exceeding production since
its doors opened. Because of that, management believed they could continue meeting demands
with fewer workdays.80
Perhaps the lack of authority figures due to the war was changing life for Memphis youth
as well. Three teenage boys were arrested for a string of crimes by the Memphis Police
Department. The boys, ages twelve and fourteen, confessed to stealing from pinball machines,
jukeboxes, and cash registers. They told police of twenty different criminal incidents. The boys
were charged with a combination of forty counts of housebreaking and larceny. The three were
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sent to Juvenile Court.81 Their arrests were on the heels of a statement made by FBI Director, J.
Edgar Hoover in which he expressed his astonishment at the “alarming increase in serious crimes
committed by young people…Wartime recklessness is one of the causes of the laxity among
youth, but it should not be tolerated…” Hoover admitted he knew no “overnight” solution for the
problem, but asked that all police “pass on to youths, the deep-seated and time proven values of
righteousness and clean, wholesome living.”82
Although juvenile delinquency was at an all-time high in Tennessee, according to
Juvenile Court Judge Camille Kelley, the number had decreased over the past year in Memphis.
Judge Kelley stated that 192 fewer juveniles had appeared in her court in 1942 than in the
previous years. She gave credit to the various civic and social groups for the decline. Further, the
judge explained that the real problem to society was the repeat offender. She claimed that the
number of “repeaters” was very small.83
A surge of stolen property made its way to Memphis pawnshops during the early war
years. As a result, Memphis law officials placed restrictions on the property sold in those
establishments. As of May 24, 1943, pawnshops could no longer sell new merchandise. Only
“used or unredeemed” items could be sold. Further, they were required to obtain the fingerprints
and signatures of all customers who pawned items to be kept in a police file. Pawnshop owners
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who wanted to sell new merchandise were required to do so from a different location that was “at
least two doors from the pawn shop.”84
The Shelby County Penal Farm presented its first annual field day demonstration to 250
Mid-South farmers in June 1943. The visitors viewed the 4,572-acre farm and all appeared to be
thoroughly impressed. The farm’s use of canals for hill drainage, crop diversification practices,
raising cattle, hogs, and chickens, as well as soil building practices, enthralled visiting farmers.
Some expressed the opinion that many of the Penal Farm’s techniques could be easily transferred
for use on a much smaller scale. Overall, the visiting farmers praised the efforts of the farm’s
management.85
Hogs were a profitable business for the Shelby County Penal Farm. The Agricultural
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce learned, during their annual tour of the farm, hogs
were responsible for bringing in $7,000 a month. The working farm boasted a stock of over
3,000 hogs and “several hundred dairy and beef cattle.” The farm manager, Tom Hooker, told
the Committee they also harvested crops in the 200-acre garden, the primary of which was vetch,
due to its late harvesting date.86
The Bureau of Labor Statistics released its study on food prices in cities of the Southeast.
Compared to prices from 1935 to 1939, the cost of food in Memphis had increased by 49.6
percent. Moreover, from March 16 to April 20, 1943, prices rose 3.3 percent. Other cities had
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increased prices as well: Knoxville, Tennessee, 56.7 percent and Jackson, Mississippi, 55.9
percent. However, the increase in some cities was less: Atlanta, Georgia, 40.3 percent and
Charleston, South Carolina, 40.4 percent. The report also revealed a cost of living increase for
Memphis of 24.1 percent.87
The “Memphis Belle” made its way home to Memphis on June 19, 1943. Built by Boeing
Aircraft, the airplane was a B-17F Flying Fortress of the 91st Bomb Group of the Eighth Air
Force which was based in England. The ten-man crew was commanded by Captain Robert K.
Morgan who named the vessel after his sweetheart, Margaret Polk of Memphis. The crew flew
their first mission on November 7, 1942 and the last on May 19, 1943. After successfully
completing twenty-five missions, the airplane was retired. During 1943, the airplane, its crew,
Polk, and Stuka, the crew’s dog, went on a three-month war bond tour for the War Department.88
In many ways the return of the Memphis Belle was a symbol of the war coming home to
Memphis, but during bond drives, it was used as a touchstone for millions around the nation as
well.
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CHAPTER SEVEN
“For The Duration”
Throughout the second half of 1943 Memphians would follow headlines, radio reports,
and newsreels of the Allied invasions of Sicily and Italy as well as American island hopping to
places they had never heard of in the Pacific. But on the whole, their lives would be more greatly
affected by bond drives, labor strikes, and attempts to accommodate military personnel in their
own city. All the while Memphis officials would be focused on the city’s growth in population,
industry, and the annexation of neighboring communities.
Memphis did not have a public celebration of Independence Day in 1943. Instead, war
workers earnestly toiled at the factories producing gunpowder, bombs, shells, and airplane parts
to aid the servicemen overseas to defeat the enemy. Gasoline rations prevented many from taking
their usual Fourth of July day-trips. Even bus and railroad companies warned travelers to stay
home lest they get “stranded.” St. Peter’s Orphanage always offered a picnic on the nation’s
birthday, but not in 1943. The number of ration points required for the festivity was too
considerable for them. However, all was not lost. City playgrounds offered programs presented
by youngsters in the area.1
Jolly Cab Company had its city permits for “taxi stands” revoked for “unethical
practices” in July 1943. The company’s infraction stemmed around hiring off-duty firemen to
drive taxis. “Taxis stands” were areas around paid parking meters in which taxis could park
awaiting customers. Since meters were blocked by taxis, the permits basically offset the money
lost by the city from paying motorists. The city and the Office of Defense Transportation (ODT)
prohibited taxis from driving around the city in search of customers due to congesting traffic and
1
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preserving gas and rubber. Six firemen were suspended for driving the taxis. Commissioner
Joseph Boyle said the firemen were aware of the rules concerning off-duty employment.
Memphis firemen were to be available for emergencies even during off-duty hours. The
investigation was launched by a complaint filed by another driver. He was upset because the
firemen received prime-time hours, which he felt was unfair to veteran drivers.2
A couple of days later, Jolly Cab Company was drawn into another battle with the city.
This time, it was not alone – all cab companies were on the Commissioner’s radar. The Police
Department received numerous complaints concerning the fare practices of Memphis’ taxi
services. Each passenger was charged a separate fare, even if they were in the same party, or
headed to the same destination. Neither the Jolly Cab Company nor the Yellow Cab Company
had been ordered by the ODT “to haul as many passengers as possible on one trip to conserve
gasoline and tires.” It became standard procedure to pick up additional passengers during the
original fare and charge everyone riding a separate rate. Both cab companies agreed to be open
to any suggestions offered by the Commissioner’s office to remedy the problem.3 The
Commissioner’s solution to the “duplicate fare” issue was to obtain a city ordinance prohibiting
the practice. Any drivers caught charging “duplicate fares” risked arrest and loss of their
chauffeur’s license.4
Labor issues were not limited to the city’s taxi businesses. The Wage and Hour and
Public Contracts Division of the Department of Labor announced thirty-cents-an-hour wage
2
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increase for cottonseed and peanut crushing industry workers. That brought the minimum wage
up to forty-cents an hour. The Department also signed an order increasing the minimum wage to
the same for workers in the vegetable fats and oil industry.5
The Amalgamated Association of Street, Electric Railway and Motor Coach Employees
of America reached an agreement for a pay increase and extended vacation time with the
Memphis Street Railway Company. According to the new contract, employees received a fivecent an hour hike in pay and paid vacation was increased from six to twelve days. The workweek
hours were not affected by the contract and it was not valid until approved by the War
Production Board (WPB), but was retroactive to September 1, 1943.6
Public school teachers in Tennessee also received a pay increase. According to
Commissioner B. O. Duggan, the raise was made possible by a surplus from the previous year.
The state was forced to hire first grade teachers with “minimal teaching experience and training”
which left a substantial amount of funds. Each teacher received at least $9.00 more a month, in
addition to the $5.25 increase received the previous year. The pay hike was awarded to all
teachers, even those with “minimal teaching experience and training.” Moreover, the pay
increase “set an all-time record for teachers’ salaries in Tennessee.”7
According to an edict of the War Manpower Commission (WMC), agricultural workers
were allowed to work other jobs during the “laying off” season, which was the time between
planting and harvesting crops. Those work permits expired on September 1, so thousands of
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temporary workers left the plants and headed back to the farms. Planters in Arkansas,
Mississippi, and Tennessee depended on “seasonal pickers” to help bring in cotton crops. The
farm division of the United States Employment Service received numerous requests for seasonal
help. With thousands leaving the factories, the positions were easily filled.8 Certainly employers
in the Memphis area were feeling the strain of more jobs available than employees to fill them,
forcing pay increases to keep their people. And the number of jobs available just kept growing.
The Reynolds Metals Company announced plans to build an $18,000,000 plant in Shelby
County. The plant was to manufacture bomber parts and employ 1,500 to 2,000 people. Although
the Reynolds Metals Company was to build and operate the plant, the United States Government
would actually own the plant and supply the funds through the Defense Plant Corporation. The
plant was to be located on a 270-acre tract at Raines Station just south of Memphis. I. P.
Macauley, vice-president of the company, said that sufficient manpower and low-cost electrical
power through the TVA were among the deciding factors in building the plant in Shelby
County.9
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company announced an addition to the existing plant of
100,000 square feet. The enlarged size was for increased production of airplane and civilian
automobile tires. The Government’s 1944 goal for tire production was 30,000,000 units. The
Memphis plant also manufactured life rafts for the Army and Navy, bulletproof gas tanks for
airplanes, raincoats for Navy personnel, and machinegun belts. The reinforced concrete addition
had an estimated construction completion date of three months.10
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The Chickasaw Ordnance Works was not the only Memphis factory that had received the
distinguished Army-Navy “E” Flag Production Award. The Chemical Pulp Division of the
Buckeye Cotton Oil Company joined the “E” club in August 1943. The division was granted the
honor for “outstanding production of chemical cotton for explosives.” Mayor Chandler presided
over the ceremony that included a speech by Major L. C. Gerow, a representative of the
Ordnance Department, in which he praised plant employees for their production of war weapons.
Moreover, he said, “We on the home front must keep those materials flowing to the battlefields.
Buckeye has made great strides and must continue to do so.”11
In September 1943, the Chamber of Commerce sponsored the “Miss Victory Drive.” The
association was looking for a young girl to represent them in all divisions of “the organization’s
war works.” They stressed that all girls were eligible, both civilians and members of the Armed
Forces. A water pageant hosted at the Fairgrounds pool was the springboard for the contest.
There was no entry fee, but contestants were required to send a photograph with their entry form.
Swimming and diving events accompanied the pageant, with teams from the Army and Navy
participating. Seats accommodating 2,800 observers were constructed for the occasion. War
Savings Bonds were awarded to winners of the events. The winner of “Miss Victory Drive”
represented the organization at scrap and bond drives, as well as any other “war work” it
sponsored. All proceeds from the pageant were used by the Jaycees for their civic and charity
work.12
On Thursday afternoon, September 9, 1943, the Third War Loan Drive opened in
Memphis with a parade held downtown as well as airplanes performing aerial maneuvers.
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Memphis had bond drives before, but this one was quite different. First, its bond quota was
nearly twice the amount of the last drive; and second, airplanes dropped leaflets with bond drive
information from the sky all around the city. However, twenty of those leaflets contained a
certificate that entitled the lucky recipients to their share of $5,000 in war bonds. During the
Second War Loan Drive, Memphis had a quota of $18,370,000. That quota was surpassed by
almost $9,000,000. The new quota was $33,023,500, and it was to be filled from September 9 to
September 30.13 Less than a week after the Drive opened, $6,500,000 had already been sold.
Memphis was well on its way to making, and possibly beating, the new quota. Industries set
quotas of their own. Workers at the Pigeon-Thomas Iron Company made it into a competition by
dividing into three teams and kept a daily score. Banks, grocers, and war industries “did their
part” by selling bonds and contributing to the drive. The Victory House sold $150,000 in bonds,
setting a record for sales in a single day.14
W. C. Handy, “Father of the Blues,” stimulated sales at the Bond Rally held at Ellis
Auditorium by African-American Memphians on September 27, 1943, by purchasing a $1,000
bond. The rally began with a parade that stretched from Main Street to Beale Street and ended at
Ellis Auditorium. Handy entertained guests with his trumpet. “Sweethearts” of sailors from
Millington and soldiers from Camp Tyson were chosen, as were “queens” of the evening from
each group. They had raised a total of $1,042,407 by the end of the gala, but that did not include
monies raised the week before at a bond sale that featured Eddie “Rochester” Anderson of Jack
Benny radio show fame.15
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With six days remaining in the Third War Loan Drive, Memphis and Shelby County
residents had raised $23,154,171. While this was an astronomical amount, they were still almost
$10 million short of their goal. Fortunately, Plough Incorporated purchased $4,000,000 in War
Savings Bonds, which brought them within $6,000,000 of the quota.16 But, by the end of the
campaign, Shelby County once again topped its quota. The goal for the Third War Loan Drive
was $33,023,500, and it was surpassed by a few million, according to the preliminary figure. The
state had reached eighty-nine percent of its goal a few days before the deadline, but officials
were certain it would be attained.17
Memphis was given the “Achievement Award” by the National Noise Abatement
Council for the second year in a row. The award was in recognition of “outstanding achievement
in the reduction of needless street noise.” Commissioner Joseph Boyle expressed the need for a
“quiet city” considering all the war workers living in Memphis, especially those who worked
night shifts. The city’s “Anti-Noise Ordinance” likely played a big role in Memphis receiving the
award.18
While Memphians demonstrated their patriotism in bond drives, wartime regulations
were posing difficulties for some people. J.K. Lester, district manager of the WPB, announced
that Howard Graham, Incorporated, a furniture and appliance store, was suspended from selling
heaters, heating equipment, ranges, and stoves for three months. Representatives of the store sold
heating equipment, ranges, and stoves without acquiring “necessity preference ratings or
16
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certificates of necessity” from the WPB. Howard Graham, president of the company, said he was
not aware the certificates were required.19
A used car business, the Automobile Sales Company, had its gasoline rations suspended
for a year by the Office of Price Administration (OPA). According to the charges, the car
company drove used cars 500 miles and OPA regulations limited mileage to 200 miles “from the
point of purchase to the point of sale.” In addition to the suspension of rations, the company was
also forced to surrender any coupons already in its possession. The company filed an appeal of
the case.20
An employee of a gasoline station in Memphis became the first person to be sentenced to
jail time in OPA Region IV. D. E. Evans was charged with accepting improper ration coupons
for passenger car gasoline. Unbeknownst to Evans, he “sold” the gasoline to an investigator from
the OPA. He admitted his guilt and was sentenced to thirty days in jail.21
Three nightclub patrons in Memphis were penalized for “after hours” activities by the
Rationing Board. While they were not fined for frivolously using gasoline, their coupon status
was changed. In the three cases examined, each motorist’s ration book level was lowered,
preventing them from acquiring extra gasoline.22
Although J. Edgar Hoover was startled at the rising amount of criminal activity
committed by the youths in America, the number of juvenile criminals in Memphis decreased
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with each passing year. According to the public records of the Juvenile Court of Judge Camille
Kelley, the number of juveniles convicted in the first five months of 1941 was 410, while the
number dropped to 337 in 1942, and fell to 318 in 1943. Kelley blamed the “misdeeds” of
children on an “unwholesome environment.” She further said, “no normal child is a criminal by
nature.” With “families being scattered by the war,” she declared that children needed something
to keep them grounded. For those who lacked parental guidance, discipline, and stability, she
said, this could be achieved with “the complete cooperation of civic clubs and welfare
agencies.”23
The issue of juvenile delinquency was felt nationwide. The influx of workers to urban
areas resulted in inadequate housing and recreational facilities due to overcrowding and limited
resources for communities. More and more households had mothers and fathers working in the
war industries and the “normal” family fast became grouped with mores of the past.
Consequently, many children were left to their own devices. So much so, a newsreel was
produced demonstrating various means to combat the matter. “As the Twig is Bent” was a
documentary presented by the Motion Picture Bureau of the Affiliated Aetna Life Companies.
The film outlined assorted methods for parents to use in hindering juvenile delinquency among
their children. Suggestions included going to church, placing children in childcare facilities,
knowing their friends and their parents, getting children involved with hobbies and activities in
the home, reading, and parents joining and being involved in the Parent Teacher Association.
One of the closing statements in the film was directed at patriotism, “As parents, you can render
no greater service to your country than by providing a wholesome, normal home life for your
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children. Give them the parental guidance and supervision they need to become good American
citizens.”24
Enlistments in the military had a significant effect on college enrollments in Memphis,
and across the state, during the war years. The enrollment of Memphis State College was more
than 1,000 in 1941. However, by 1943 the number of students had dropped to only 216. The
number of students at Southwestern in Memphis dropped to a mere seventy-five in 1943 from a
previous high of nearly 500. East Tennessee State College in Johnson City had an enrollment of
662 in 1941 and only 276 in 1943. The enrollment size of Tennessee Agricultural and Industrial
State College in Nashville fell to under 700 in 1943 from nearly 1,000 in 1941. Vanderbilt
University was the exception to the reductions suffered by other colleges in the state. Although
the number of civilian students decreased dramatically, military contracts with the Navy Reserve,
the Army Air Force Reserve Corps, and the Army Specialized Training Division, helped
maintain the prewar enrollment.25
Perhaps some effect on the enrollment of Memphis State College, was the 1941
announcement of Cecil (Sonny) Humphreys, Memphis State head football coach and professor
of history and economics, resigning to accept a job with the government in Washington, D. C.
He did not disclose which government agency, the details of the job, or whether he would return
to the college at the end of the war. Not surprisingly, Humphreys left to join the Federal Bureau
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of Investigation. He was stationed in Seattle and then San Francisco. He was involved in intricate
investigations concerning Communist espionage on the west coast.26
In October 1943, the University of Tennessee in Memphis, in cooperation with the
United States Office of Education, began offering tuition-free classes in engineering, science,
and business management. The classes were “especially designed for men ineligible for military
service” and women. Classes were offered on Monday and Tuesday nights, but day classes were
formed when enrollment warranted them. Most had prerequisites, such as previous mathematics
and physics classes, accounting experience, and a high school diploma. Auditing, aircraft
drafting, industrial mathematics, and efficiency engineering were some of the classes offered.27
Many young ladies at Southwestern, wanting to help with the war effort, enrolled in
classes offered by “civilian defense, United Service Organizations activities, the Red Cross, and
other social service works.” Agents from different organizations presented a seminar that
detailed the various work requiring volunteers. According to the assistant dean of women, the
overall opinion of the girls was that they should devote as much of their leisure time and extra
curricular activities as possible to the war effort.28
Even as college enrollments dropped, Memphis worked to maintain the quality of its
public schools. The Federal Works Agency presented a grant to Treadwell School for $64,000 to
build an addition. Although the grant was offered a year previously, the construction could not
begin due to lack of materials. Originally built as an elementary and junior high school, the three
26
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senior high grades were added each year after 1939. Its first graduating class did so in 1942. Due
to overcrowding, the school was in dire need of additional classrooms. The grant was to help
fund sixteen classrooms. The Board of Education was to pay any balance on the project.29
The war was producing new health concerns in Memphis in late 1943, but a “new” drug
was administered to soldiers at Kennedy General Hospital and the results were extremely
promising. According to the executive officer of the hospital, Colonel High L. Prather, the drug
was very effective in “the treatment of stubborn, infected battle wounds.” Sulfa drugs were
generally used for bacterial infections, but the results stemming from the “new drug” were just
short of “miraculous.” The “new drug” was penicillin.30
Unfortunately for pharmacists, their profession was not deemed “essential” by Selective
Service regulations. Dr. W. E. Kendell, chairman of the Publicity Committee of the Memphis
Drug Club, predicted that for every five pharmacists called to the Armed Forces, four drugstores
would be forced to close. At the time, there were 203 registered pharmacists, of which fifty-four
were over 40 years old; eighteen were physically unfit for duty; and, six were women – that left
125 who were eligible for active duty. Additionally, there were 168 prescription drug stores in
the Memphis area. Of those, only twenty-eight had two or more registered pharmacists. The
remaining 140 were “one-man stores” which left their businesses very vulnerable to the draft.31
Pharmacists were also being called upon to send any extra quinine to be used in “foreign
malaria zones” by the Armed Forces. The Government requested 100,000 ounces of quinine in
the spring of 1943, and American pharmacists answered with 140,000 ounces. They planned to
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send the same amount in September 1943. Regrettably, many used the drug for preparing hair
ointments and toilet water. Consequently, the Government requested that all pharmacists only
sell quinine to those who had a prescription.32 Kennedy General Hospital also used quinine for
treating patients from military campaigns in the Pacific. Malaria was “the most common acute
disease encountered” among those arriving from that area. Unfortunately, the typical quinine and
atabrine treatments did not have the desired effect. Eventually, malaria patients were confined to
a separate ward.33
In March 1943, rats were still a serious problem in Memphis. City officials worked with
the Health Department and citizens to rid the city of the vermin and the diseases they carried. At
the time, no cases of typhus had been reported in Memphis yet had been in cities in surrounding
states. Extermination and “rat proofing” procedures were offered by the Health Department for
individuals. Unfortunately, many materials required for “rat proofing” were not available due to
materials restrictions enforced by the WPB. A few months later, a local feed company had an
outbreak of typhus among its employees, with five members of the company’s workforce
suffering the effects of the disease. The Health Department worked diligently to locate the source
of the infestation. Gas and poison were used to kill the rats and fleas at the feed company, but
according to Dr. L.M. Graves, health officer, it would require “considerable time” to determine a
course of action to make the city safe from typhus. According to a county official, the spread of
typhus had “gradually” moved to the area from the Gulf Coast over the past few years. He
32
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stressed to residents that they should destroy all rat nests in spite of the precautions taken by the
Health Department, “Citizens must help themselves…by eradicating their own rats.”34
The war era saw changes in some traditional Memphis entertainment. The Mid-South
Fairgrounds had been in existence in some form or another for almost one hundred years. The
annual fair was canceled in 1942 “for the duration” because of the war. Yet, the use of the
buildings continued as needed for the “war effort” and the rides remained in use, primarily for
servicemen. Henry W. Beaudoin, manager of the Fair Association, along with family members,
owned many of the rides and concessions housed at the park. Beaudoin collected rent on a
percentage basis from the owner-operators. Moreover, he paid no rent to the city for the park in
exchange for hosting the annual Mid-South Fair. In October, Memphis city officials announced it
would be in the best interest of the city if control was no longer held privately. Therefore, they
sought to terminate the Mid-South Fair Association’s contract and grant control over operation
of the park and all rides and concessions to the Park Commission.35
The next month, Beaudoin, along with other members of the Mid-South Fair Association,
agreed to cancel their lease of the Fairgrounds property and grant control to the Memphis Park
Commission. Agreement for the cancelation was based on two conditions: the Fairgrounds was
to be returned to the Mid-South Fair, Incorporated after the war “on a mutually satisfactory
basis” and that the Park Commission “agree to carry out and perform any and all leases
agreements and other agreements of the Mid-South Fair, Incorporated.” Additionally, the
association requested that personal property of the fair association continue to be stored on the
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Fairgrounds property until other arrangements could be made. Beaudoin was given a $2,100
bonus “in appreciation of the past faithful and capable service.”36
The late night movie had become quite popular among high school kids and servicemen.
Ordinance No. 1146 banned midnight showings at movie theaters in Memphis; however, it had
not been enforced by police for years. In early October 1943, Chief of Police Carroll Seabrook
decided it should be enforced once again. Theater managers were sent written notification that all
midnight movie showings were prohibited as of October 3, 1943, and no explanation for the
sudden enforcement was given. Interest in the code was sparked by a manager who questioned
the City Attorney about the legality of showing a midnight movie at his theater. The City
Attorney reviewed the code and turned it over to Seabrook who deemed it necessary to enforce
it. When questioned by the Commercial Appeal, theater managers said it was a “complete
surprise” but they would cooperate.37
By the fall of 1943, the housing shortage was still an issue for Memphis. National War
Housing Week was a nationwide promotion sponsored by the government in an effort to increase
living quarters for the influx of war industry workers in urban areas. The promotion was
effective October 3 to October 10 and was launched in 170 cities across the country. Mayor
Chandler voiced a plea to the citizens concerning the housing shortage. He stressed that without
living quarters, new war workers would have to leave; therefore, war production would suffer.
The government and Chandler asked citizens to house war workers in spare rooms, apartments,
or any other dwellings they owned. Moreover, the government offered financial programs to
convert any properties into living quarters. Amazingly, for those who were unable to convert the
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properties, the government offered to rent the property, make the necessary conversions, and
return it to the owner following the war. Needless to say, the housing situation was dire, not only
in Memphis, but throughout the nation.38
As a child in Memphis during the war, Nancy Bonds Dewbre remembered her cousin
living with them. “My cousin, Katherine Ferrell, lived in the country [and] had graduated high
school. My daddy asked her what she was going to do. She told him there were not many
opportunities in her little town. Daddy told her she should come live with us and get a job in one
of the war plants, so she did. She worked at the Firestone plant on the assembly line making
rubber rafts for airplanes, you know, if they had to bail out.” She continued, “I’ll tell you this
situation. We did not have a big house. We had an apartment. We only had two bedrooms. Sarah
and I had one of them. There wasn’t any other room for Katherine. She had a job working at
night [and] would get home at about 7:30 in the morning. Sarah and I would get through with
breakfast and leave for school. Mother would save a supper plate for her and she would eat that
when she got home in the morning. She wanted that supper meal when she got home from work,
[then] take a bath, and get in the bed that we just got out of. And, that’s what we did. We took
shifts.”39
Traffic police saw some changes in late 1943. The Shelby County Sheriff’s Department
installed two-way radios in seven squad cars in October. The radios were built and installed by
the Shelby County School of Aeronautics located in Whitehaven. They were tuned on the same
frequency used by the State Highway Patrol. According to Sheriff Perry, the radios allowed one
squad to do the work of three. The department previously used one-way radios that required
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deputies to call headquarters for assignments and telephones were not always easily located. The
new system saved time, gasoline, and wear on tires. Deputies who used the system were required
to pass a Federal Communications Commission exam and received a restricted radiotelephone
permit.40
All Memphis police officers, regardless of rank, were given warning cards to distribute to
pedestrians who violated the law. The cards were printed on red, white, and blue paper, and
served “to educate the public,” said Captain Hal Allen, head of the traffic division. The statement
on the cards was as follows: “Someone did the same thing you are doing now and caused a
traffic death. It’s your life we’re trying to save. Will you think of this the next time you cross the
street? Help us in our effort to make Memphis safe. Signed, Memphis Police Department.”
Bicyclists and motorcyclists with two persons riding were issued the same card. Jaywalkers who
were injured were arrested and the motorist was ordered to court only as a witness.41
Parking meters placed in downtown Memphis for the first time in 1941, proved to be
more profitable than expected. In the first ten months of 1943, the meters brought in $104,752,
which was $4,752 more than officials budgeted for the whole year. The cost of the meters was
paid in full as of July 1, 1942, therefore, all revenue obtained by the meters was profit for the
city.42 With the increase in salaries that the city was forced to pay some employees to keep them
in government jobs instead of war plant work, it was likely revenues that the city needed.
The city was not without its labor disputes in late 1943. Truck drivers and warehousemen
asked for an increase in pay that had been virtually ignored by the War Labor Board (WLB)
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since November 1942. Robert Borden, international representative of the American Federation of
Labor in Birmingham, assured the government that “every effort would be made to continue the
movement of war materials in the Fourth Service Command.” Unfortunately, his statement did
not hold true in October 1943. The drivers and warehousemen organized an unauthorized
“walkout” on October 8 leaving vital war materials in trucks, on docks, and in warehouses.
Borden pledged to the WLB that every attempt would be made to identify war materials freight
and have it shipped by truckers.43
Following a meeting with union officials and Virgil C. Finch, United States conciliator,
truckers and warehousemen agreed to a thirty-day conditional plan, in accordance with the War
Dispute Labor Act (Smith-Connally Act), by which they returned to work. The Act enabled the
men to “return to work, take a vote and, if the decision was to strike, authorized union officials
would give the truck owners a 30-day notice of the proposed action.” The men stressed that they
had no “grievances” with their employers. The objective was to force the WLB to make a
decision concerning their contract.44 The truck drivers and warehousemen voted to go back to
work with the understanding, and support from the union, that they would stage a full-blown
strike in thirty days if the WLB did not meet their salary demands. In addition to the pay raise,
another grievance was the salary discrepancy among regions. Northern drivers were receiving
higher wages for driving the same routes with the same freight as Southern drivers.45
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After the thirty-day “cooling off” period, truck drivers and warehousemen in Memphis
voted in favor of a strike. John L. Biggers, president of the Memphis local union, said since the
union had agreed to a thirty-day “cooling off” period, if the men voted for a strike, it would be
legal. He also said his plan was to encourage the men to delay the strike until after the holiday
season.46 Nonetheless, truckers and warehousemen “walked out” the night of December 5. Prior
to the strike deadline, union men worked diligently, and successfully, to empty warehouses of
stored goods. Civilian deliveries promptly lessened dramatically, but were continued by nonunion drivers. Union representatives claimed that military deliveries would continue by union
members. Highway truckers agreed to work while waiting for a WLB response to their
demands.47 According to a union spokesman, on numerous occasions over the past year, the War
Labor Board had assured union officials they would grant them “satisfactory” terms within days
provided they returned to work. Every time the WLB did not deliver.48
Highway truckers informed the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) that they called
for a meeting for a strike vote on December 9. Concurrently, the 500 to 600 truckers and
warehousemen who were already on strike received a warning from the WLB. They were
informed that their demands would not be considered until they returned to work. John Biggers,
president and business agent for the union, expressed his confusion concerning the response from
the WLB since they had followed the legal requirements for the strike. Meanwhile, three to four
million pounds of freight had piled up in warehouses in Memphis and Atlanta.49 In mid-
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December, a truce was called by the striking city truck drivers and warehousemen in Memphis to
give the WLB more time to consider their demands. They agreed to continue working until
January 15.50 It is worth noting that the issues of this labor dispute came not with employers, but
with the grindingly slow decision-making process of a wartime regulatory body. Labor
negotiators for the drivers gave the board ample time to respond and still it moved with glacial
efficiency.
Another labor issue stemmed from what began as a common ride in a taxi. A man from
Louisiana who was visiting Memphis hailed a Yellow Cab in front of the Peabody Hotel and
asked to return to his hotel on Summer Avenue. Instead, he was taken to Treadwell School.
When he refused to pay the fifteen-dollar fare, he claimed he was removed from the cab, beaten
and robbed of $300 by the driver. Residents in the neighborhood called the police and the man
was taken to the hospital. A couple of days after his release, the drivers of the cab company were
lined up, but he was unable to identify any driver as the one who assaulted him.51
Two Memphis police officers were suspended in connection with the man who claimed
to have been beaten and robbed by a taxi driver when he refused to pay the fare. Witnesses said
the officers explained to the victim that he had not been robbed and stuffed approximately $150
in the man’s pocket. Additionally, a driver from the cab company, who had not been present for
the “cab driver line-up,” appeared with a bandaged hand and admitted to assaulting the man. The
taxi driver had numerous arrests and convictions on his record, with the most recent being in
1938 for which he served time at the Shelby County Penal Farm. For the latest offense, he was
arrested for robbery and assault to murder. The two officers denied handling any money, yet
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Commissioner Boyle did not reinstate them. Instead, he said Mayor Chandler would be consulted
on the matter along with other members of the commission. However, one fellow officer quit the
force in support while other officers threatened to quit if the two were not reinstated.52 The cab
driver was sentenced to five years in the state penitentiary after pleading guilty.53
Approximately two-thirds of Memphis police officers staged a “walkout” sparked by the
suspension of the two officers. According to Commissioner Boyle, when any officer is accused
of a crime, he is suspended pending an investigation. The Commissioner, Mayor Chandler, and
members of the City Commission determined the two officers were not guilty of any wrongdoing
and reinstated them. The officers involved in the “walkout” also cited salary increases,
restoration of the Civil Service Law, and days off in their list of grievances. The city granted pay
raises to officers only ninety days prior to the strike as well as $40 paid to each officer to offset
the cost of uniforms, and claimed another raise was on the list for the next year’s budget meeting
in November. Boyle further said that members of the police and fire departments were given a
retirement pension equal to fifty percent of their salaries funded exclusively by the city. The
Civil Service Law was repealed in 1935 under a different city administration. The commissioner
also voiced his disdain for their actions, “leaving their posts of duty, with the city unguarded”
while so many others worked “around-the clock” in factories doing all they could to fight the
enemy.54
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A committee comprised of seven police officers, along with Commissioner Boyle, met
with Mayor Chandler to discuss the demands made by policemen. The meeting lasted only an
hour. No decisions concerning grievances were made, however, the police representatives agreed
to extend the deadline for the City Commission until the following week. Chandler disclosed that
firemen were entitled to a pay increase, if policemen were given one, although it had not been
requested. Additionally, restoration of the Civil Service Law required a vote by the State
Legislature. City officials and Chandler met with political leader Ed Crump for advice on the
situation. He suggested they give careful thought to the demands, and to keep in mind they “were
dealing with taxpayers’ money.”55
The firemen decided to jump on the policemen’s bandwagon with the same grievances
plus a few extras. Their additional issues included conducting inspections on their own time,
donating a detailed amount to charity, and assisting with election registration and poll taxes. The
firemen sent a letter to the City Commission that stated they “wish formally to join in the request
of policemen for better working conditions.”56
On the heels of receiving similar demands from the detectives in the Memphis Police
Department, Mayor Chandler’s office sent a proposal to police representatives on October 20.
The proposal included a fifteen-dollar a month pay increase, two days off a month, and a city
ordinance reinstating a “fair” Civil Service Law until the State Legislature met in 1945. He
further said that a “similar letter will be sent to the members of the Fire Department and to the
members of the Detective Bureau.”57 After their counterproposal was rejected, and although they
55

“City Asks For Time To Study Requests Made By Policemen,” Commercial Appeal, 17 October 1943.

56

“Firemen Will Seek Backing For Police, Aid For Themselves,” Commercial Appeal, 20 October 1943.

57

“$15 Raise, Civil Service, Off Days Offered Police; Sergt. Jimmy Cox Fired,” Commercial Appeal, 21 October
1943.

172

said they were “perturbed” by the amount of the salary increase, the policemen and firemen
accepted the city’s offer.58
Shortly after the Memphis City police and firemen received pay increases, the Shelby
County Sheriff’s Department announced salary hikes for members of their staff. The pay hikes
were not only for their officers, but also for office personnel. Many received the same amount as
Memphis police officers, while others received less. The raises ranged from five dollars to fifteen
dollars a month. The Sheriff’s office said the pay raises had been considered for two months and
were awaiting approval by the court.59
On odd set of events set off this particular labor issue – the alleged shakedown of a taxi
passenger. But the net result was that first responders from both the city and county ended up
with better compensation for their jobs after groups started voicing their grievances about
salaries and other forms of worker compensation. It might have been easier for city and county
public officials to ignore their complaints had there not been so many other opportunities for
employment for police officers and firemen in war industries. Local governments knew that if
they wanted to keep their employees in this environment, it was going to cost more.
Labor problems, though, did not dampen the city’s philanthropic spirit. The Shelby
County War and Welfare Fund campaign far exceeded its goal for 1943. The estimated
contributions for the year were $1,081,271.02, but the actual amount pledged was $1,230,580.92.
The fund financed a myriad of charitable and foreign relief organizations, including the YMCA,
Boy and Girl Scouts, the USO, and the British War Relief. Overall, twelve foreign relief
programs and twenty “beneficiaries” of the Memphis Community Fund received money from the
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fund “in proportion to their needs.” A Victory Luncheon was held at the Gayoso Hotel where
over 300 volunteers presented their total contributions.60
The war effort in Shelby County moved women and minorities into new roles, in ways
both large and small. Henry Brantley was a postal carrier in Shelby County when the United
States entered World War II. When he decided to join the Marines, his wife, Katherine,
continued mail delivery on his route. She had substituted for her husband when no one was
available in the past, due to illness or vacation, and was quite familiar with the route and how
items were handled. Brantley received high praise from the local postmaster, “Mrs. Brantley is
doing an excellent job. She is efficient, competent, obliging and has a personality that has won
everyone on her route.” Brantley was one of many women who stepped into male-dominant
employment roles during the war years. One difference for war-working women as compared to
working men: she still had work to do at home once her day job was complete – cleaning the
house, taking care of her children, and cooking dinner. When asked if “the postman always rings
twice,” she replied, “This postwoman never rings once. I just drop the mail in the box and
scoot!”61
The war provided employment opportunities for men and women, black and white.
Women stepped into jobs traditionally held by men throughout the war years. A significant
number of women were hired in Memphis war plants. In 1944, women comprised forty percent
of the employees at Fisher Memphis Aircraft Division, twenty-six percent at Firestone Tire and
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Rubber, and twenty percent at the Ford Motor Company.62 African-Americans did not fare as
well as women war workers during the war years. While many were employed in war industries,
the overall percentage was lower as a group than women. In a survey of forty-five war industries
in 1943, only twenty-eight percent of the employees were African-American. However, those
employed by the government in Memphis comprised forty-four percent.63
Not all the women’s work was appreciated however. Speaking at the Rotary Club’s
Ladies’ Night, Jeff H. Williams, Oklahoma attorney and former Rotary director, declared women
working in war industry was certain to cause problems in peacetime. He believed there would be
great difficulty convincing women who were working in war plants to return to the roles of
housewife and mother. Further, he claimed if they failed to do so, “it will mark the beginning of
a dark period for America.” According to Williams, the number of “part-time mothers” and
“latch key kids” would only increase if women did not return to the home after the war.64
Because of labor demands, infrastructure was never far from the minds of city officials.
Mayor Chandler traveled to Washington, D. C. to meet with authorities in the National Housing
Agency. The housing shortage in Memphis due to the influx of war workers was dire in
November. City officials had just received an allotment of 250 new housing units for Memphis,
and Chandler was successful in acquiring an additional 340 units. Proposed construction of the
new Reynolds Metals Company in south Memphis was instrumental in his acquisition. Expected
completion of the new units was to coincide with that of the new plant in the early spring of
1944. Chandler also received assurance for an additional allotment of 160 units. According to the
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mayor, “They were most considerate considering the many requests on hand from all over the
country, together with the shortage of lumber.” He also discussed the planned expansion of the
Memphis Airport with Army officials. Enlargement for the facility included extension of
runways, additional land, and lighting. He declared the developments were “very satisfactory”
and approval for the project was hopeful.65
The Memphis Railway Streetcar Company received approval for twenty new forty passenger buses. Roane Waring, president of the company, traveled to Washington, D. C. to
meet with War Production Board and Office of Defense Transportation officials. The buses were
ordered in April 1942, but were to be manufactured under the quota of materials for 1943.
General Motors had yet to build the buses, and would not do so until the first quarter of 1944,
provided the necessary materials were available.66
A young male patient at Baptist Hospital dreamed of nothing other than becoming an
aviator. Unfortunately, he was stricken with osteomyelitis at the age of fourteen. Henry Bieber
spent his eighteenth birthday in the hospital still dreaming of flying, but his hopes were
invigorated by the knowledge of a new antibiotic that was used to treat his disease—penicillin.
Regrettably for Bieber, the use of the drug was exclusive to military personnel, except in rare
cases. He wrote to President Roosevelt asking to be one of those exceptions. Since his diagnosis,
he had spent 432 days in the hospital. When he was interviewed on his birthday, he declared that
he was of draft age. He wanted to know if the draft board had been notified. “I want to register,”
he said.67
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One month after his eighteenth birthday, Bieber received notification that he had been
approved for treatment with the new antibiotic, penicillin. Use of the drug for civilians was
limited. He had appealed to President Roosevelt, but was denied because none was available for
civilians at the time. State Representative Clifford Davis aided in Bieber’s plea after receiving a
request from the Commercial Appeal. His aspiration of becoming an aviator was evident when
he asked, “Do you suppose, I mean, do you think they might possibly send it by plane?”68
Bieber’s story was one which was occasionally updated in the Memphis newspapers,
perhaps because it had aspects that touched Memphians in several ways. One was the promise of
a “wonder drug” on the horizon, penicillin, which might cure an unknown number of maladies in
the near future. Also, here was a young man afflicted with an ailment for which the new drug
might be the answer. And in an era of potent patriotism, the young patient wanted to be well so
that he could be a military pilot. All of these factors must have contributed to a story Memphians
followed for the rest of the war.
Mayor Chandler worked diligently acquiring war industries for Memphis and Shelby
County. In November 1943, he was successful in allocating hundreds of housing units for war
workers and continued discussions with the War Productions Board concerning the expansion of
the Memphis Airport. He announced the possible acquisition of “one of the construction
equipment yards” to be built “for the disposal of surplus and unneeded Army materials” in
Memphis. Moreover, he stressed the geographical and transportation advantages the city offered.

vertebrae of adults. Staphylococcus bacteria is the most common cause of the disease. Symptoms include fever,
lethargy, and pain, swelling, and redness on the infected area. Treatment for the once incurable disease usually
requires surgery to remove the infected (dead) portion of the bone, followed by up to six weeks of antibiotics. For
more information, see “Osteomyelitis,” Mayo Clinic, accessed February 28, 2016,
http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/osteomyelitis/basics/definition/con-20025518.
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Railroads, highways, and the river were cited as strategic benefits for war industry and
development in the Memphis and Shelby County area.69
A chief health concern in Memphis that autumn was influenza. According to the Public
Health Service in Washington, D. C., influenza cases in the country tripled during the last of
November and the first part of December. However, the strain was mild and “free from serious
complications.” Moreover, Surgeon General Thomas Parran explained that the “mild epidemic”
was not uncommon during the months of winter and spring. However, in Tennessee, Memphis
led the state in influenza cases reported for the week ending December 4, with 155 cases. The
number had more than doubled from the 56 cases reported the previous week, and two weeks
prior to then, there were only 25 cases reported. The number of influenza cases continued to rise
in Tennessee. There were 285 cases reported during the second week of December, with 82 in
Memphis and Shelby County, more than any other area in the state. The State Health Department
reiterated the cases were considered mild. Although there were hundreds of influenza cases
reported in Memphis and Shelby County, there were no deaths from the disease in the city.
However, there were twenty reported cases of death due to the disease in the county.70
While the Cotton Carnival was on hold for the duration, the Maid of Cotton’s
responsibilities continued. The launch of the Fourth War Bond Drive in Washington, D. C. was
scheduled for January 18-19, 1944. One of the many duties to be fulfilled by the 1944 Maid of
Cotton was participation in that commencement as requested by the Treasury Department.
Because of that, the National Cotton Council announced the crowning of the new Maid would be
69
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changed from January 24 to January 7, with a new deadline date for entries of December 28. She
would begin her “bond-selling tour of the country” immediately following the kickoff in
Washington, D.C.71
The National Cotton Council announced that the winner of the Maid of Cotton Contest,
and the two alternates, would receive War Bonds as part of their prizes. The Maid of Cotton
would receive a $300 bond and the alternates a $100 bond each. All applicants were required to
be single, Southern-born, between the ages of 18 and 25, and it went without saying, white. The
girls were to be judged on “personality, appearance and background, plus dancing, singing, or
dramatic ability.”72
While the USO was in the business of entertaining the military, Memphis social clubs
chipped in as well. A group of coeds from Memphis State College, the Cadance Club, hosted a
dance for aviation cadets stationed at the college. The thirty club members offered a series of
dances for the servicemen through the summer. The cadet orchestra provided the music for the
gala.73 Additionally, the Army Air Cadets who were part of the 13th Training College
Detachment at Southwestern were entertained by the Chi Omega sorority in early December. The
open house held at the sorority’s lodge offered sandwiches, doughnuts, and coffee for
refreshments. Members of other sororities on campus were invited to join Chi Omega in paying
tribute to the cadets. Like many other clubs and agencies on campuses and communities, the
sorority demonstrated their thanks and support to the Armed Forces.74

71

“Deadline Advanced For Maid Of Cotton,” Commercial Appeal, 14 December 1943.

72

“1944 Maid Of Cotton To Get $300 In Bonds,” Commercial Appeal, 17 December 1943.

73

“Cadance Club Plans Dance,” Commercial Appeal, 8 July 1943.

74

“Party Planned For Air Cadets,” Commercial Appeal, 1 December 1943.

179

The women’s club, Josephine Circle, was one of Memphis’ most philanthropic
organizations. The club held its annual luncheon of 1943 at the Peabody Hotel with a patriotic
theme, “Women in War Work.” The primary objective of the club was helping young,
unfortunate girls with clothing and education to aid them in “becoming self-sufficient.” Money
raised from the luncheon not only funded this endeavor, but also purchased food for the USO’s
Tennessee Club. Additionally, a club member was stationed in the lobby of the Peabody Hotel
every day, except Sunday, to sell War Bonds and Stamps.75 The Nineteenth Century Club also
offered the services of its members to serve as hostesses for the Tennessee Club USO. The ladies
also served at the lounges established for servicemen in Union Station and Grand Central
Station.76
Thirty-six girls from Miss Hutchison’s School volunteered as Junior Red Cross Hospital
Service members to supplement the shortage of registered nurses in the Memphis area. The girls
were stationed at the Memphis Eye, Ear, Nose, and Throat Hospital. Their duties included
writing letters for patients, reading to and feeding those with eye injuries, and running various
errands. The administration stressed that the volunteers were “untrained” and not to be confused
with Red Cross Nurse’s Aides who were required to complete an eighty-hour training course.
The girls worked in groups of five every day after school and on Saturday and Sunday mornings,
with each working one day a week.77
The Girls’ Dinner Club was formed in 1909 as a German club. The members met to
discuss books, dine, and sponsored dances twice a year. The club was restricted to single ladies
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who had debuted and associates forfeited their membership upon marriage. With the outbreak of
war, the ladies, usually preoccupied with social events, spread their community wings to become
involved with war work. The club had a membership limitation of twenty-five, and all were
employed or volunteered in some aspect of the war effort.78
Ralph Turner, field director for the Memphis district of the Red Cross, reported that ten
counties of West Tennessee were responsible for furnishing 200 day rooms, 40 sun rooms, and
55 porches of servicemen lounges during the past year through branches of the Red Cross.
Additionally, the West Tennessee Council provided a great number of items used in the lounges,
including hundreds of radios, card tables, records, and smoking stands.79
The Women’s International Bowling Congress instigated the “Wings of Mercy”
campaign to fund an ambulance plane for the Armed Forces. The Memphis Women’s Bowling
Association jumped on board to help raise money for the endeavor. The group sponsored a twonight mixed-doubles tournament with a $1.25 entry fee. Proceeds from the tournament were split
among the winners of the contest, the bowling establishment, and the “Wings of Mercy.”80
All member agencies of the USO gave a party and dance for servicemen at Ellis
Auditorium on December 11. According to Hebert Kohn, chairman and general manager of
Malco Theaters in Memphis, it was the “largest service party” in the South. More than 5,200
people attended the gala. The Second Army Orchestra and the Navy Blues Orchestra from the
Naval Air Technical Training Center provided musical entertainment for the festivities.81
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There were thousands of servicemen traveling through Memphis during the war years
and accommodations were sparse. When the Episcopal Women’s Auxiliary of West Tennessee
learned of this, it took action. Through research, it discovered the cost of cover and linens for a
bed was eleven dollars. They raised enough money to provide beds and linens for 103 men a
night. A building across the street from the downtown location of the YMCA was used to set up
the beds and full-time attendants were hired. In cooperation with the Memphis YMCAs,
servicemen were allowed to bed down for the night, as well as use their recreational facilities for
a charge of fifty cents a night. The money charged to the servicemen offset the cost of the
attendant and linen maintenance.82
The contributions of Memphis children to the war effort were remarkable. They
participated in paper, rubber, metal, and tin can drives across the city. A Snowden School student
won a $25 War Savings Bond for collecting 6,629 cans during the Tin Can Salvage Campaign.
The amount she collected is even more impressive considering the second place winner collected
1,958 cans. He, too, received a $25 War Savings Bond. The Memphis Bottlers Exchange donated
the bonds as an incentive for the collection campaign. The Malco Theaters also donated movie
passes for other contributors. Both companies offered similar awards for campaigns to be held in
the upcoming year.83
Despite all that was done in the war effort some Memphis life went on as usual during the
holidays. The downtown department stores and specialty shops announced extended hours for
shoppers during the last week of the holiday season. Stores remained open until 9:00 on
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weeknights and Saturday, but said they would close promptly at 5:30 on Christmas Eve. This
promised to benefit consumers as well as retailers.84
Ninety-nine Memphis residents became American citizens in December 1943. After
advising them of their rights and responsibilities, attorney C. P. J. Mooney expressed to the new
citizens, “most of our citizens have acquired their citizenship by the good fortune of being born
in this country. With you, it is different. This citizenship is a matter of your own choice.” Fred
Mormino arrived in America with his mother when he was two months old. He did not know he
was not an American citizen until he tried to enlist in the Navy six years earlier. But, at the age
of twenty-six, he was legally an American, a new father, and a member of the United States
Navy.85
In the December 5 edition of the Commercial Appeal, the annual “Midnight Revue”
benefit, sponsored by the Commercial Appeal-American Legion Christmas Fund, was announced
for December 19 at the Loew’s State Theater. The fund was established to supply food baskets
during the Christmas holidays for underprivileged families in the Memphis area. The “Revue”
consisted of live dance, vaudeville, and magic performances, as well as music performed by
orchestras and local talent. The live show was followed by a midnight showing of “Johnny
Eager” starring Robert Taylor and Lana Turner. Due to Ordinance No. 1146, reinforced in early
October 1943, midnight movies were against the law in Memphis. However, permission to show
the film was permitted by Commissioner Boyle and Chief Seabrook. Proceeds from the “Revue”
were $963. The “Mile-O-Dimes Booth,” donations collected by students, as well as donations
given by various Memphis businesses, raised the fund’s total for the year to $10,638. According
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to Norman Moore, chairman, all proceeds were used for purchasing food and there was “no
administration expense.” Everyone involved with the “Revue” donated their time and talents.86
On Christmas Eve 1943, members of the American Legion, Boy Scouts, and numerous
other volunteers delivered food baskets endowed by the Commercial Appeal-American Legion
Christmas Fund. The 1,703 baskets contained not only a bountiful Christmas dinner, but also
“enough food to last the average family for a week.” Last-minute contributions expanded the
fund to nearly $12,000.87
The sounds of mechanization were eerily absent in Memphis on Christmas Day 1943.
The clamor of airplanes and war industry factories were substituted with children’s laughter and
the sounds of church bells. A Christmas Eve ice storm grounded airplanes and the factories were
closed commemorating the holiday. The children of those serving overseas were entertained by
churches and servicemen stationed at the posts in the Memphis area. Additionally, Bluejackets
from the Naval Air Technical Training Center hosted a tour of the facility and a festive meal to
105 underprivileged boys. Memphians demonstrated their ability to aid servicemen through
various drives and fundraisers for the war effort, and also through their hearts by donating their
time.88
With Christmas over, Memphians returned to the business of wartime life. On December
30, 1943, district director of the ODT, Robert Lawrence, Commissioner Fredericks, and
representatives from the Memphis taxi companies met to discuss possible methods for reducing
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mileage for taxis. Ordered by the ODT, mileage for each taxi was limited to between 40,000 and
45,000 miles a year, to save gasoline and wear and tear on equipment.89 The meeting determined
that no changes in city ordinances were needed to reduce mileage permitted by the ODT.
According to Commissioner Robert Fredericks, city ordinances already limited travel by taxis to
no more than ten miles outside the city limits. Restrictions proposed were prohibiting taxis from
taking fares “to and from night spots on the highways” and to “curb pleasure rides.” Lawrence
said that while “no action” had been taken on the proposals, they were “tentatively approved.”
He expected to make an announcement the following week.90
The Vital Statistics Division of the Health Department for Memphis and Shelby County
released its report for 1943. The births in Memphis for the year were 6,217 as compared to 5,950
in 1942. Deaths in the city also increased from 3,286 to 3,560 in 1943. The primary cause of
death for the year was heart disease, followed by cerebral hemorrhage, cancer, tuberculosis, and
pneumonia. The reported cases of syphilis decreased from 9,646 to 7,433 for the year. The
exceptional news for the Health Department was that not one case of smallpox was reported.91
As of January 1, 1944, the city limits of Memphis were extended from forty-eight and a
half to approximately fifty-one square miles. The new boundaries stretched from the Wolf Creek
and Nonconnah Creek levees. The expansion added approximately $225,000 a year in tax
revenue to the city’s coffers.92
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Two years into the war the city was healthier than in the past and growing in physical
size, population, and industry. Memphis officials must have been pleased with their wartime city.
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CHAPTER EIGHT
“There Goes Our Boys”
On January 1, 1944, Mayor Chandler, along with many other city officials and judges,
renewed his oath of office. The Mayor thanked the people of Memphis for their support and
pledged to continue serving the city for the next four years. He voiced special “appreciation” to
political leader Ed Crump “for his wise judgment and genius” stating that he had “never failed to
hear us when we called on him during the past four years.”1 City officials would spend the next
six months dealing with local matters as trivial as bicycle licenses, to issues of public
transportation and labor problems, while finally negotiating with the federal government for
permission to build a new steel bridge across the Mississippi River at a time of heavy
conservation of war materials.
The proposed regulations to cut mileage for taxis were approved and enacted by the
Office of Defense Transportation (ODT). The new regulations applied to both the Jolly Cab
Company and the Yellow Cab Company. Combined, the companies had 180 taxis in operation.
Taxis were restricted to travel within the city limits. Travel to the airport, the Fourth Ferrying
Group, and Kennedy General Hospital were the exceptions. The companies were also forced to
share taxi stands, except at railroad stations and uptown. Moreover, drivers had individual
“mileage ration folders” that limited their travel. The miles were based on a six-day workweek.
Once the allotted miles were used, the taxi was to be garaged until the next travel week, even if
the driver did not work all six days. Additionally, taxis had to wait at hotels and railroad stations
for “two or more loads” or “for a period not to exceed five minutes.” The new regulations were
1

“City Officials Renew Their Oaths Of Office,” Commercial Appeal, 2 January 1944. From January 2, 1940, until
September 2, 1946, Walter Chandler served as the mayor of Memphis. He resigned during the third year of his
second term. For more information on the life of Walter Chandler, see White, “The Life and Career of Walter
Chandler,” 100-117.
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an attempt by the ODT to reduce travel by thirty percent to conserve gasoline, tires, and
equipment. The forty African-American taxis were subject to the same regulations, however,
Lawrence stated the details of their compliance would be announced at a later date.2
To help alleviate the housing shortage, four floors and the lobby of the Wescourt
Building located on Main Street in downtown Memphis were leased by the government for war
workers. Plans were developed to convert the structure into twenty-eight apartments renting for
$40 to $52.50 a month. A completion date could not be determined because of difficulty
obtaining construction materials.3
Housing was an issue throughout the war years, but many Memphians aided those in
need when they could. W. Lewis Wood, Jr. said, “My family provided room and board to the
families of several Navy personnel stationed at the Naval Air Station in Memphis throughout the
war.”4 Nancy Bonds Dewbre recalled her parents escorting her older sister and some of her
friends to a USO dance. She said her father noticed some soldiers standing in the doorway with
their luggage “looking around like they didn’t know anybody. Daddy went up to them, and said,
‘Where’d you come from? What are you doing here?’ They said, ‘Well, we’re leaving for
England and we couldn’t find anyplace to stay. We couldn’t find any rooms. So, we got on a
streetcar and this is where we ended up. Then we heard the music, so we just came in.’ Daddy
said, ‘Well, you just come on over to our table.’ They did and the girls were delighted. They
danced with the girls. And, when it was time to go home, the Air Force guys had no where to go.
Daddy and my uncles figured out a place for the guys to stay. One of my uncles lived about six
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blocks away, so he said he would take the girls home with him and Daddy could take the guys
home to stay. So, I was babysitting my little brother and they came in at about 12:30 or 1:00. My
little brother and I ended up on a pallet on the floor, you know, because the guys took our beds.
That kind of thing happened, you know, because they didn’t have any place to go, and they were
shipping out on Monday. So, they stayed with us Saturday night and all day Sunday.”5
The United States had been at war for two years before the first military training airplane
that was constructed in Memphis took flight. After receiving parts from Colorado, Illinois,
Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York, the twin-engine plane was
assembled at the McDonnell Aircraft Corporation. McDonnell received orders from the Army
Air Force in the spring of 1942; however, the airplane plans were changed in 1943, which put
them behind in production. Assembly training was conducted at Whitehaven School. According
to Fred G. Essig, plant manager, it had “one of the finest equipped airplane shops in the
country…”6 Nancy Bonds Dewbre recalled hearing airplanes flying over the city while living in
Memphis during the war. She said, “I do remember sometimes when we were eating supper, we
would hear a squadron of planes coming over and we’d run outside and wave, even though they
couldn’t see us. The noise drowned out everything. Daddy would say, ‘There goes our boys.
Good luck, boys.’”7
America’s war casualties had been mounting for two years, but one local boy who just
wanted to enlist still had Memphians’ attention. Henry Bieber, the young man from Arkansas
who received penicillin to combat osteomyelitis, saw no change in his condition after two weeks
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of treatment. Doctors from Baptist Hospital declared that it was not uncommon not to see results
for up to three months. Unfortunately for Bieber, during wartime, hospitals were not allowed to
give “general duty care” to patients. He was forced to hire a private nurse to administer the shots
that had to be given every two hours over a twenty-four hour period. The young man and his
family not only worried about his condition, but also the mounting medical bills. His faith,
however, did not waiver. He was still confident that his condition would improve and he would
be able to fly for his country in the war.8
A week later, Dr. Chester F. Keefer, the physician in charge of the civilian penicillin
supply, notified Baptist Hospital another supply was being sent for Bieber. He underwent a series
of penicillin shots, but saw no improvement in his condition. At the time, doctors informed him
that it could take additional shots and months for any signs of improvement. His outstanding
medical bills were paid by numerous contributions from Mid-Southerners with enough
remaining to fund the second treatment.9
Doctors reported there had been some improvement in his condition after two rounds of
penicillin treatments were administered. Bieber was scheduled to receive an additional 500,000
units. The most recent penicillin supply was enough for a week’s treatment. Mid-Southerners
responded quite generously when his financial issues were publicized. He received enough
donations to cover previous costs as well as those for the latest treatment. More than $700 was
donated to aid with his medical care.10 And, after receiving 2,000,000 units of penicillin, Bieber
was finally able to go home to Goodwin, Arkansas. His condition was much improved and he
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was able to walk with crutches for the first time in a year. Plagued with osteomyelitis for four
years, Bieber had remained in Baptist Hospital for a few months due to his latest bout with the
disease.11 By the fall of 1944, he had gained about fifty pounds and had graduated to a cane.12
During January 1944, the shortage of wastepaper in Memphis caused numerous
shutdowns of the Sefton Fibre Can Company, according to a representative Patrick Brennen. The
company, which operated under the supervision of the Army Ordnance Department, used
transformed salvaged wastepaper to manufacture paper cans for shipping ammunition. Brennen
explained the lack of shipping supplies caused a backup in transporting inventory from shell
loading plants. The Sefton Company operated three shifts, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a
week. The paper shortage shutdowns caused problems not only with production, but also with
morale among personnel.13
Superintendent of City Schools Ernest C. Ball implored schoolchildren to collect
wastepaper from their homes and neighborhoods to help with the shortage plaguing the nation.
Schools were placed into three groups, with each being served by one of the three paper salvage
companies in the city. The schools were paid fifty-five cents for each one hundred pounds
collected, which went to the schools’ improvement fund. A similar collection procedure was
implemented by Commissioner Robert Fredericks for the parochial schools.14 In just a matter of
days, 31,000 pounds of paper were collected, most of which came from industries, but schools
11
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contributed several tons.15 Everyone in the city seemed to get involved very quickly. Within a
week, over 130,000 pounds of wastepaper was received at two salvage stations. A couple of days
later, an additional 90,400 pounds were gathered by Memphis students and taken to the receiving
center.16 In January 1944, 2,112 tons of paper was collected, which was almost 500 tons more
than the previous month. L.H. Dille, district salvage manager of the War Production Board, said
“the opening of the permanent wastepaper salvage program” was primarily responsible for the
rise in collection.17
Nancy Bonds Dewbre remembered collecting wastepaper, metal, and rubber scraps
during the war. She said, “At school, every Friday, the trucks would show up and kids would
bring any paper they could find.”18 Josephine Milani Brooks Sammons, a college student during
the war, recalled collecting scrap paper and other materials as well. “We never threw things
away because we knew it could be used for the war. Things like paper, bottles, or anything that
had metal in it, we kept and donated to the war effort,” she said.19
Some Memphians’ efforts were more focused on the troops than salvage. The Memphis
Chapter of the Red Cross assembled nearly 3,000 utility kits for those serving overseas in
January 1944. It was the third time the group had performed the task. The kits, which were sewn
by the women, contained a sewing kit (buttons, safety pins, needle and thread), shoe polishing
cloths (made from scraps of fabric—also sewn by the women), shoelaces, cigarettes, writing
15
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paper, pencil, candy, a book, a deck of cards, a bar of soap, and several postcards. The utility kits
were dubbed “the housewife.”20
In an effort to sell bonds, the principal of Pentecost-Garrison School for Boys, Miss
Althea Pentecost, offered students a bit of motivation. She offered a holiday from school to the
class that sold the most bonds. In nine days, the 190 schoolboys sold or bought $73,425 in War
Savings Bonds.21
Wanting to follow in the footsteps of their fathers, Memphians J.B. Barnett and Billy Orr,
ages 12 and 13 respectively, offered their services to the Marine Corps. They wrote to General
Joseph C. Fegan, commander at Camp Pendleton, California. The letter explained that they did
not want to wait until they were of enlistment age to be Marines – “So, if you can use a couple of
mascots to keep up the men’s morale, we could finish our schooling and other things at our own
expense. We would try not to cause you any trouble and would appreciate it very much.” They
added, “We realize this is wartime and you wouldn’t have time to put up with us, but we would
give anything to be able to wear the Marine Corps uniform. The penny in the envelope is for
good luck.” General Fegan responded to the boys explaining that they would have to wait, but in
the meantime, they should continue with school and stay physically fit in preparation for wearing
the uniform. He also returned the penny, adding that they should use it to save up for war
bonds.22

20

“3000 Soldier Kits Being Made,” Commercial Appeal, 23 January 1944. For more information on the services
performed for soldiers during the war by the Red Cross, see Wesley Phillips Newton, Montgomery in the Good War:
Portrait of a Southern City, 1939-1946 (Tuscaloosa, AL: The University of Alabama Press, 2000), 76-77.
21

“Holiday Incentive At School Yields $73,425 In War Bonds,” Commercial Appeal, 29 January 1944.

22

“Memphis Boys Turned Down As Mascots Of Marine Corps,” Commercial Appeal, 29 January 1944.

193

The city’s war bond drives were an opportunity, too, for Memphis to promote its
traditional commodity, cotton. Miss Linwood Lelane Gisclard, a student at Louisiana State
University, was crowned as Maid of Cotton for 1944 on January 7, in the sixth annual contest.
One of her first duties was helping with the launch of the Fourth War Bond Drive in Washington,
D.C. As the new Maid, she was granted the opportunity to travel 20,000 miles across the country
selling War Savings Bonds and visiting Army camps and defense plants, as well as $300 in War
Bonds. A Memphian, Miss Betty Jack, was chosen as the first alternate, with the prize of $100 in
War Bonds.23
To help with the Fourth War Loan Drive, the Memphis Motion Picture Industry Bond
Committee announced War Savings Bond shows would take place in 400 theaters in the
Memphis territory. A competition among the twenty-eight neighborhood theaters in Memphis
reinforced sales. The theaters were divided into two teams, with the losing team buying dinner
for the winners at the Peabody Hotel. In addition to selling bonds, theaters also raised money for
the March of Dimes for the Infantile Paralysis Fund. A kickoff dinner was given at the Peabody
Hotel sponsored by the Gavel Club and the Memphis Chamber of Commerce. A $500 War
Savings Bond was the price of admission to the dinner. Actor Lon Chaney, Jr. and war heroes
from each branch of the Armed Forces were the celebrity guests.24
In late January, Ralph Edwards’ radio show, “Truth or Consequences” aired two
broadcasts from Ellis Auditorium in Memphis as part of the War Savings Bond campaign.
Edwards was regarded as “the top-most bond salesman on the radio” and he, along with bond
23
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officials, hoped the shows would sell $2,500,000 in war bonds. Seats for the shows were
purchased via bond sales. As of 5:00 the day before, $2,000,000 worth of seats had been sold.
All that remained were $1,000 and $5,000 bond purchase seats.25 Bond sales from the shows
were $3,071,090, which was more than anticipated. The amount sold was almost $1,000,000
more than in any other city of the show’s tour.26
The people of Memphis and Shelby County spent tens of millions of dollars on war
bonds during the first three War Loan Drives, and the Fourth War Loan Drive was no different.
With only a week left to fulfill a bond-selling quota of $30,772,000 for the Fourth War Loan
Drive, 4,000 Memphis volunteers vigorously hit the streets to sell bonds in a house-to-house
campaign to people who may have been “overlooked” in earlier “solicitations.” The Malco and
Loew’s Palace theaters greatly aided sales by offering free admission to individuals who
purchased bonds from the theaters on one night that week.27 Two days before the Fourth War
Loan Drive deadline, Memphis and Shelby County citizens had surpassed their quota by almost
five million dollars. The state had raised eighty-eight percent of its $126,000,000 quota.28
Josephine Milani Brooks Sammons recalled the war bond-sponsored movies. She said,
“We went to those when we could. I was away at school in Virginia some of that time, but a
group of us would go when I was home sometimes. A lot of the theaters really would just sell
bonds and stamps as the price of admission and sometimes bringing in whatever the ‘scrap of the

25

“One Of ‘Dilliest’ Radio Shows Originates In Memphis Tonight,” Commercial Appeal, 29 January 1944.

26

“$3,071,090 In Bonds Sold By Radio Show,” Commercial Appeal, 30 January 1944.

27

“Bond Workers Comb Memphis With Campaign Goal In Sight,” Commercial Appeal, 7 February 1944.

28

“Memphis Bond Drive Shows Way To State,” Commercial Appeal, 13 February 1944.

195

week’ was would get you in. It really was a different time in those days. We really felt like we
were all in it together.”29
Memphis’ doctors had another way to contribute to the war effort. Pregnant wives of
enlisted men, of all branches of the Armed Forces, were eligible for prenatal care as well as care
for the newborn, under the Government’s Emergency Maternal and Infant Care (EMIC)
program. A fee of $35 entitled them to prenatal care, a six-week checkup, hospitalization, and
medical care for the child’s first year. Hundreds of women in the Memphis area were able to take
advantage of the program, whether their husbands were stationed nearby, or were passing
through en route to another post. Memphis physicians involved in the program appeared pleased
to be a part of the EMIC. For those who were unable to serve in the military, it was a wonderful
chance to “do their part” for the war effort.30
As 1944 began, Memphis officials had to juggle priorities between war demands and the
more mundane work of managing a growing city. The registration of bicycles was compulsory in
Memphis. For a fee of fifty cents, a tag, requiring a special wrench, was permanently adhered to
the bicycle frame. Two registration facilities were open twenty-four hours a day to accommodate
owners. One’s name and address were required for initial registration. If a bicycle was purchased
second-hand, the original registration card was taken to the Police Department where a change of
ownership was filed for a twenty-five cent transfer fee. Authorities claimed the registration was
not a tax, but was a deterrent against theft.31
29
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City Commissioners granted a supplemental appropriation in the budget for an increase in
salary to employees in the Department of Public Works. Garbage collectors, both drivers and
helpers, received a forty-cent bump in their hourly wage. According to W.H. Hugo, there were
367 garbage collectors in the city. The additional amount allocated to the Department of Public
Works was $67,000 for the year. The money was used for the garbage collectors as well as other
“common labor” within the department.32
By February 1944, the rat infestation in the city remained a problem for health officials.
The Memphis and Shelby County Health Department assembled the Typhus Control Unit
specifically designed for the eradication of the rodents. Representatives from the United States
Public Health Service, Dr. Samuel Morris and W.P. Griffin, assisted in training the men and
surveying the areas requiring elimination of rats. Initially, a crew of five worked the downtown
area, building by building, block by block distributing poison, filling holes, and setting traps to
“rat-proof” structures. H. G. Tuggle, sanitary engineer, explained that additional crews would be
added. In 1943, the city passed an ordinance requiring the compliance of all building owners
with typhus control methods. Some opted to do the work themselves, overseen by the Health
Department, while others chose to have the department safeguard their property.33
According to Dr. R.H. Hutcheson, Commissioner of Health for the State of Tennessee,
the counties affected with cases of meningitis were primarily in Middle and East Tennessee, with
only eleven cases in West Tennessee. There were no cases reported in Shelby County, until
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February, when there were twenty-six reported cases. There were only forty-seven cases reported
during the entire previous year.34
With various foods, gasoline, tires, and other items being rationed, it was highly probable
that not all business owners were following the regulations handed down by the Office of Price
Administration. After reading a report of black market “rationing” in a magazine, a reporter from
the Commercial Appeal, A.G. Lively, Jr., convinced “it could not happen in Memphis,” went on
a tour of local groceries and gas stations to test his theory. The results were amazing. He visited
stores stretching from downtown to the boundaries of the city limits. While he said some
establishments “flatly refused to sell” rationed items without ration coupons, many did. Lively
purchased steak, pork, cheese, bacon, tomato juice, and sugar – all without using ration points.
Additionally, he purchased ten gallons of gasoline at a time when most were allowed only three.
Granted, he paid a ten-cent premium on each gallon, but he did not use any ration coupons. He
also inquired about purchasing an “almost new” 1942 automobile without an OPA purchase
order and was told by the seller, “I’ll fix it up with the OPA.” The items purchased by Lively
required a total of 165 points, none of which he had to surrender.35
The day after the publication of the black market “rationing” story in the Commercial
Appeal, a letter from an angered Memphian was printed. He dubbed those who took part in the
34
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practice “unpatriotic.” Placed alongside the letter was an interview with the president of the
Memphis Retail Grocers Association, H.G. Hardin, in which he praised the efforts of the
undercover reporter. He admitted the knowledge of wrongdoing by the grocers, but claimed they
had no one available to investigate the illegal activities.36
Lively wrote a follow-up story concerning the black market in Memphis. According to
his second article, housewives were accomplices in the fraudulent practice, some, perhaps,
knowingly and some not. He determined that using “expired ration coupons” was quite effective
for giving the appearance that grocers, meat dealers, and other merchants, were following OPA
regulations. The merchants were given thirty days to send in ration stamps to the Rationing
Board. This time-gap allowed the use of expired stamps to be credited toward their ration bank
account. Ration stamps were surrendered weekly to the Ration Board. They were weighed and
counted (stamp quantity was based on weight), and credited to each merchant’s ration bank
account. Moreover, citizens were reminded that it was their “patriotic duty” not to hoard food or
purchase items on the black market. Paul G. Hyman, district enforcement attorney for the OPA,
declared that both the consumer and the merchant were subject to the fines and penalties
imposed for misusing the ration stamps.37
Three weeks later, eleven grocery stores and four gas stations were summoned to answer
charges of “violating rationing regulations” by the Office of Price Administration. The grocers
were charged with selling rationed items without collecting ration coupons or stamps and/or
accepting expired ration coupons or stamps. Some were also charged with selling items above
the ceiling price and overdrawing ration bank accounts. The gas stations were charged with
36
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“accepting coupons before their validity date,” possession of unendorsed coupons, possession of
expired coupons, and shortages of hundreds of gallons of gasoline. Those charged were not
limited to “mom and pop” stores. Chain stores, such as, Kroger, Easy Way, National, Liberty,
and Seessel’s were also charged with the violations.38
The force of the OPA was felt by three grocers accused of violating rationing regulations
on February 29. Every employee flatly denied selling rationed items to the reporter, A.J. Lively,
Jr. Moreover, they denied ever seeing him prior to the court hearing, and declared that
regulations for selling rationed commodities were always followed. The penalty imposed was
prohibition from selling certain rationed items for ninety days and a probationary period of
eighty-five days. The probation period was imposed in an effort to prevent future violations. The
OPA applauded the Commercial Appeal for its undercover probe of merchants dealing in
rationed products, but openly denounced the use of similar tactics by OPA officials.39
By the end of March 1944, all the groceries and gas stations that violated OPA
regulations, discovered by the Commercial Appeal reporter, had been to court. All groceries were
prohibited from selling certain rationed items for ninety days with a probationary period, except
Kroger. It received a thirty-day probationary period with no disruption in selling. No reason was
given for the difference in sentences. Two gas stations were prohibited from selling gasoline for
ninety days, and two for thirty days.40
One can understand how easily the ration system could be misused, purposely or not.
Everyone had ration coupons and there were hundreds of stores handling them for the Ration
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Board. Nancy Bonds Dewbre spoke of grocery shopping at her neighborhood food store. She
said, “I remember going to the store for Mother. Of course, you had neighborhood, corner
grocery stores. We were right there at a busy intersection. There were probably about three
groceries right there close, you know. Mother would give me the ration book, and I’d say I didn’t
know how many coupons to give. They were just little squares, like a stamp. She said, ‘Just take
the book.’ She said, ‘The grocer will tear out the coupons for you.’”41 Hamill B. Carey also
remembered using ration coupons. He said, “[I] remember food rationing and shortages. We had
to get by with what was allotted to us by rationing. [There were] shortages of Coca Cola,
Hershey bars, and cigarettes, for others, of course. I still have a lot of ration coupons!” He
continued, “Dad was a Second Lieutenant in World War I and Mother had learned about the
home front back in 1918. [They] taught me by example how to be a good citizen.”42
Part of being “a good citizen” was entertaining servicemen in the area. The Junior League
of Memphis announced a series of dances for the “forgotten man” of the Navy, the aviation
cadet. Ranked between “enlisted” and “officer” they could not enjoy offerings presented by the
USO or the officer’s club. Their first dance for the Naval Air Station Cadets was planned for
February 12, 1944 to be held at the University Club, with the second dance on March 4, at the
Memphis Country Club.43 The YMCA and USO clubs of Memphis gave Valentine’s Day dances
for hundreds of servicemen and women at different locations in the city during the week.
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Orchestras offered dance music at every venue. Volunteers decorated and provided refreshments
for all.44
Another aspect of citizenship lauded by Memphis leaders was the ideals promoted by the
Boy Scouts. On Sunday, February 13, 1944, many churches in Memphis paid tribute to the Boy
Scouts of America along with their leaders. The annual affair was in observance of National Boy
Scout Week. Additionally, the annual observance of “Race Relations Sunday” was celebrated.
This tradition was implemented twenty-two years previously in an effort to promote “interracial
understanding and cooperation.”45
The Boy Scouts of Shelby County were praised for their extraordinary effort in the
“Series E War Bond Drive.” The quota set for the Scouts was $75,550, but they exceeded it by
$225,225, and sold $300,775 in bonds. One scout, Bob Mednikow, age 12, sold $42,925 in
bonds, the highest of any other scout in the county.46
Mayor Chandler spoke to a group of 1,200 African-American Boy Scouts, ministers, and
Troop Leaders at Ellis Auditorium. He stressed the need for more Boy Scouts in the AfricanAmerican community, and expressed his belief that “scouting builds character, reliability,
courtesy, and neighborliness.” Voiced as a challenge to their community, he stated that there
were 1,200 in a city that should have 12,000. Moreover, he declared if every African-American
of scout age joined a troop, Memphis “would have a more harmonious, a more progressive, and a
better citizenship” in the African-American community.47
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President Roosevelt vetoed the Defense Highway Bill in August 1941, which negated
funds necessary to build Edward H. Crump’s dream for a new bridge across the Mississippi
River. But, after numerous trips to the Nation’s Capital, it appeared that Crump was finally
successful in 1944 securing funds from the Federal Government for construction. The location of
the new bridge was the next order of business, and Iowa Street became the chosen site.
According to Crump, financing for the bridge would be the responsibility of Arkansas,
Tennessee, and the Federal Government. A formal request to the War Department requesting
“permission to cross the Mississippi [River]” was the final step before the Good Roads Bureau
could solicit bids for construction of the bridge.48
The Memphis and Arkansas Bridge Commission filed the necessary permit to “cross the
Mississippi” with the War Department a couple of days before the Arkansas Highway
Commission approved the site for the bridge on their side of the river. Upon signing the permit
request, Crump declared, “I can see nothing but green lights ahead.” Members were informed
that an answer to the permit request would occur within a few days. The Commission was
successful in obtaining written authorization from the War Department to build a bridge across
the Mississippi River, with Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson signing the necessary permit on
May 2, 1944. Although the permit was approved, a “certificate of necessity” was required before
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it could apply to the War Production Board for materials. Nevertheless, Crump, chairman of the
commission, was confident construction would begin by the summer.49
War industries had been a boon to the Memphis economy, but the nature of some work
led to casualties on the home front. In February, a fire inside the Chickasaw Ordnance Works in
Millington resulted in the severe injury of three employees, two men and one woman. All
sustained third-degree burns “from head to foot” that required hours of surgery. The most
seriously injured was a twenty-three year old woman, Rena Wiley, who died the following day at
Methodist Hospital. The two men who were also injured in the fire remained in critical
condition. According to Army officials, the cause of the fire was unknown, and it was the first
that had happened inside a building in three years. They did not believe it was due to sabotage.50
Another war industry accident occurred the next month. An explosion at the Wolf Creek
Ordnance Plant, on March 2, resulted in the death of four employees and injured eighteen. The
plant opened in 1940, and until this explosion, there was one other death at the plant. The FBI
investigated the blast that originated in one of three buildings that housed ammonium nitrate.
The cause of the blast was unclear and damages were estimated at $50,000.51
City health concerns turned into a labor issue in early 1944. The nurses of the “Private
Duty Section” voted for an eight-hour workday. Previously, all nurses worked a twelve-hour day.
The chairman, Ruby Berry, stated that the group also asked for a raise in pay from seven to eight
dollars a day. Nurses asking for a higher wage would be illegal, according to the chairman.
49
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When questioned about the change in workday hours, the chairman stated she was not opposed,
but believed it was “untimely” given the shortage of nurses during wartime.52
Private duty nurses walked out of Memphis hospitals at three o’clock, March 1, 1944.
The hospitals, like the chairman, felt the timing was not convenient, and voted to only employ
those willing to work twelve hours. Methodist Hospital accepted nurses for eight-hour shifts due
to the number of “critically ill” patients. Some nurses reported for twelve-hour duty for the same
reason. The hospitals, overall, stood firm in their decision of the twelve-hour workday for private
duty nurses.53
The Baptist Hospital School of Nursing graduated sixty-two nurses in May 1944. All
nurses were grouped according to availability to satisfy the demands of the armed services as
well as civilian needs by the Nursing Division of the Procurement and Assignment Service of the
War Manpower Commission. Therefore, members of the nursing class entered military service,
public health service, industrial nursing, hospital service, and nursing education. The graduation
ceremony was held at Bellevue Baptist Church. The same week, the Methodist Hospital School
of Nursing graduated fifty-one nurses at a ceremony held at Madison Heights Methodist
Church.54
Perhaps in an attempt to discourage problems with juvenile delinquency, the Memphis
Park Commission approved the establishment of “canteens” for teenagers. The “Rhythm Room”
inside the Peabody Community Center proved a great success, according to the superintendent of
the Recreational Department, and served as a model for future installations around the city. The
52
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Park Commission agreed to fund the endeavor provided the teens “organize, elect officials, and
adopt rules and regulations.” The proposed clubs would offer a jukebox that played for free and
concessions. Additionally, tea dances were to be held with regular dances on occasion. The clubs
were open from five until ten every day. Smoking and drinking on the premises was prohibited.
The Park Commission would receive repayment of its investment from money collected from
concessions.55
One of the new canteens for teenagers approved by the Park Commission opened at the
Gaston Community Center. The “Dixieland” offered a soft drink bar, dance hall, reading and
game room, and a powder room. There was also a phonograph for playing music. The club was
open weeknights from seven to eleven. The other teenage clubs opened were at the Peabody and
the Dave Wells Community Center. The clubs were financed with loans provided by the Park
Commission.56
Servicemen from the Naval Air Technical Training Center sent a written request to use
teen canteens, along with the area high school kids. Their request was flatly denied by the teens.
The teens expressed their appreciation for all the servicemen did for the country, but noted that
they had “their own places for amusement and we should have ours.” They further explained that
the youth centers were already crowded and adding servicemen would make them more so. It
was stated that any girl who wanted to bring a serviceman as a date was welcome, but if all
servicemen came, the regular boys would not.57
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The city was continuing to oversee entertainment throughout Memphis. Since its takeover
of the Fairgrounds, the Park Commission had difficulty renting the concessions for the twentytwo week season of 1944. They requested bids for trade operation, but accepted only one, stating
that all others were too low. In previous years, Henry W. Beaudoin, former manager of the Fair
Association, collected a monthly rent on a percentage basis from owner-operators of the
concessions. Chairman of the Park Commission, John Vesey, explained that bidders would “be
given the opportunity to meet our requirements, or we will readvertise [sic] for bids or operate
concessions ourselves.”58
For years, every season the Memphis Open Air Theater rented the Overton Shell for fifty
dollars a night, but the Memphis Park Commission decided that was not fair to the city. In 1943,
MOAT paid the city $1,800, but operating costs to the city totaled $3,400, according to John B.
Vesey, chairman of the Park Commission. Moreover, he claimed the city had lost roughly $3,500
over the last three seasons. He explained the city did not want to make money off their
performances, but did not believe the city should shoulder the expense. Therefore, the City Park
Commission voted to charge MOAT a seasonal fee of $3,000.59
The federal government kept watch on wartime life in cities across the United States, and
Memphis was no different. The Office of Price Administration in Memphis lowered the rate of
rental properties. The new prices were based on comparable property rentals from 1942. Notices
were sent to landlords, who in turn, set up inspection appointments with the OPA. Landlords
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could also send in written objections to the lower price, accompanied with “supporting
evidence.” The OPA reduced the rent on one property from $150 to $115 a month.60
The OPA uncovered a gasoline black market ring in Millington. According to Federal
authorities, it was the largest detected in the Memphis OPA district. Two sailors stationed at
Millington Naval Air Station, a gas station employee, and a former bank cashier, were arrested
for their involvement. Coupons denoting approximately 3,000 gallons of gasoline from two
sources were found—ration bank accounts stolen from the bank where one defendant worked,
and from “an unidentified civilian.” The men were charged with stealing and selling coupons and
possession of stolen coupons. The four men were arraigned and placed under a bond of $2,000.
The four men admitted their guilt, but refused to name the civilian involved, who was apparently
known only to the gas station attendant.61
The “unidentified civilian” involved in the gasoline black market ring was named and
arrested by police one week after her partners. A young woman, age 18, from Trumann,
Arkansas, admitted giving gasoline ration coupons to one of the sailors. The coupons totaled
approximately 500 gallons of gasoline. She had recently resigned as a clerk on the Rationing
Board in Trumann.62 The bank employee and the gas station attendant were charged with
violating rationing regulations and sentenced on April 10. The penalty for each man was to serve
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thirty days in jail and pay a $250 fine. The two sailors involved in the scheme were released to
Naval authorities.63
Wartime Memphis was affected in many ways by local transportation. Approximately
500 Memphis bus drivers and mechanics went on strike March 20, 1944, due to the delay in
answering their request for a wage contract. Their previous contract expired in May of the
previous year. They had yet to receive a response from the union or the TriState Transit
Company. A union representative declared the strike was not authorized by the union. The bus
line covered routes in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Tennessee. Due to rationing, it was the
primary means of transportation for many individuals, including servicemen. A new contract had
been partially approved by the War Labor Board, but not by the union. The WLB explained that
no action would be taken until the men returned to work.64 As negotiations continued, operators
went back to work, but refused to work past normal daily hours. In June, operators received the
requested increase in salary from the WLB. Additionally, the WLB ordered an adjustment in
back pay of $15,000 to be paid to operators, an average of $25 each, retroactive to April 26.65
As of March 27, 1944, a regulation, passed by the Office of Defense Transportation, went
into effect. The new regulation required empty or partially full “over-the-road” transport trucks
to register with the ODT. The district ODT office directed those without full loads to other
freight carriers to combine cargo. The intention of the regulation was to employ full use of
transport vehicles. At times, those with empty trucks were instructed to lease them to another
carrier to obtain a full load. This practice caused some drivers to travel more miles than the
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original freight required. All carriers were required to register with the ODT whether or not they
were near a district office. Tanker trucks and farm trucks were exempt from registration.66
Labor shortages continued to be a problem in Memphis in early 1944. In April, the
United States Employment Service (USES) announced the need for approximately 3,000
workers, mostly semiskilled, at Memphis war plants. The call for more workers was based not
only on an immediate need, but also in anticipation of those leaving jobs upon being drafted.
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company, Chicago and Southern Air Lines, Ford Motor Company,
McDonnell Aircraft Corporation, and Fisher Memphis Aircraft Division all expressed need for
additional employees.67
Mayor Chandler issued a plea to all Memphians to work for the war effort. He stressed,
“the war is still to be won and the demands for workers are increasing daily.” He reminded
residents that training programs were readily available and the “war jobs pay exceedingly well.”
He called on retirees, housewives, and the handicapped to find a way to “get into war work.”
Additionally, he said from his memories of serving in World War I, “it is far better on the
battlefronts to have 10,000,000 extra rounds of ammunition that are not used than it is to be short
10 rounds.” According to the War Manpower Commission, “Memphis [was] a surplus labor
area” due in part to its “ample supply of female labor.” Moreover, the war industries said they
“were suffering a shortage of male labor beyond their control.”68
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Representatives from Fisher Memphis Aircraft Division, Firestone Tire and Rubber
Company, E.L. Bruce Company, and Nickey Brothers Lumber Company implored Mayor
Chandler to use the power behind the city government to help with the labor shortage in their
workforce. The spokesmen declared an “unofficial, but fairly accurate survey” was conducted
that revealed approximately 5,000 available workers, most of them being African-Americans.
Mayor Chandler claimed the city did “not have the power” to make people work, but he would
“appeal to the unemployed” on their behalf. Consequently, he made an open plea in the
Commercial Appeal to all “able-bodied” citizens who were not working to do so. Additionally,
he appealed to their patriotism, stating that every person “should be at work every day, and be
willing to work as hard as our soldiers, sailors, Marines and airmen are fighting to protect our
country against enemies…”69 In October 1942, Mayor Chandler had announced a city survey,
conducted by the USES in cooperation with the Memphis Police Department, to determine the
number of “able-bodied men not at work.” His “work or else” edict threatened to arrest any man
found to be “physically fit” and “unemployed” on “vagrancy and loitering charges.”70 How much
effect Chandler’s statement had is unclear, but the city labor force remained at a deficit.
There were still 2,800 available jobs at Memphis area war plants one week after Mayor
Chandler’s open plea to the unemployed. Ike Friedman, a representative of the United States
Employment Service, said the open positions were for all types, men and women, black and
white, and experience was “often not required.” Most jobs were for “production and common
labor,” but there were also open positions for bookkeepers, machinists, radio engineers, welders,
mechanics, clerks, stenographers, tool designers, and about twenty other occupations. Mayor
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Chandler noted the complaints received by his office concerning “able-bodied people” not
working and he declared that to be “a regrettable fact.”71
By late May 1944, war industries in the city still required 3,000 workers. Moreover,
contracts were being transferred to other cities because of the labor shortage found in Memphis.
Sadly, workers were available, but apparently chose not to work. A “check-up” conducted by the
Police Department demonstrated a high number of able-bodied individuals, of both races, who
were not working. The Mayor stressed, “There are no leisure hours on the battlefronts.” His
disappointment was obvious. He reiterated that all must do their part to win the war. The jobs
offered good pay, good hours, and good opportunities for Memphis. Most importantly, Memphis
could not afford to lose any additional contracts due to the idleness of its citizens.72
Why then, a teacher questioned in an open letter to the Commercial Appeal, could she not
get hired by any of those companies during the summer? According to Hugh M. Magevney, Jr.,
area director of the War Manpower Commission and Ike Friedman, manager of the United States
Employment Service, most war industries were searching for permanent workers, but welcomed
part-time help from those who required no training. Those who were skilled in areas needed by
the industries were quite marketable, however, the companies did not want to waste time training
people who were interested in part-time work for a limited time. The market was flooded with
teenage labor at the beginning of the summer break, and the war industries had found a job “for
quite a few of them,” according to Friedman. He suggested that all others contact the USES.73
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One military decision of 1944 threatened a Memphis educational institution. The Army
Air Force ceased the Air Crew Training Program at Southwestern in Memphis as well as eighty
other colleges in the Mid-South, as of June 30, 1944. Dr. Charles E. Diehl, president, said there
were approximately 250 airmen enrolled at Southwestern with fewer civilians. The Air Crew
Training Program became a part of the college March 1, 1943. According to the war Department,
the decision did not include Army Air Force personnel in other college programs or the Ground
Crew Training Program and the Army Specialized Training Program. Additionally, the Army
terminated contracts with eleven civilian flying schools. The War Department explained that the
students would be withdrawn on a quota basis every month between April 1 and June 30.74
Diehl said the decision by the War Department to terminate the Air Crew Training
Program would not impact the school as a whole. Enrollment consisted of 250 airmen and
between 250 and 300 civilians. The number of airmen constituted approximately half their
normal enrollment prior to the war. Because of the termination, a couple of dormitories and a
few fraternity houses were unoccupied. He said, “We have survived three wars and we will
survive this one.” And, they did. In 1944, the General Education Board of New York made an
offer to the college to donate $500,000 if it could raise an additional $2,000,000. Memphians
gave more than half the amount, and the remainder was collected by the end of 1947.75
Education and war bonds were not the only demands on Memphians’ philanthropy. The
third Red Cross War Fund Campaign in Memphis came to a close on April 1, 1944. Workers,
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along with volunteers, raised $621,422, which exceeded their goal by a little more than $13,000.
Many donations were given by those who had been recipients of Red Cross benefits: the
wounded servicemen at the Naval Hospital of Millington and Kennedy General Hospital.
Concerning the veterans’ contributions, general chairman Edward F. Barry, stated, “I think this is
the finest testimonial the Red Cross has received.”76 Within a few days of the campaign’s
closing, it had topped its goal by $20,928, and closed its downtown branch headquarters on
Madison Avenue April 4, 1944. The headquarters were moved to the Empire Building. However,
contributions continued even after the close of its three-week campaign in March. Although the
local Red Cross had exceeded its monetary goal, the national contributions were far behind still
requiring $35,000,000 to meet the $200,000,000 target.77
The war was coming home to Memphians in more tangible ways than bond sales and
scrap drives in 1944. An exhibit of military equipment, both American and enemy captured, was
offered at the Goldsmith’s Auditorium, in honor of Army Day, the first week of April, 1944.
Among the American military items were various sizes of mortar shells for field artillery and
aircraft cannon, grenades, and a rifle grenade. Captured items included a Japanese bicycle, a
German anti-aircraft gun, projectiles, a machine gun, cannon, bombs, training guns, an airplane
engine, and Japanese and German clothing. Also on display was X-ray equipment developed by
the commander of the Army School of Roentgenology, Colonel A. A. deLorimier. According to
Army officials, it was the “largest and most diversified exhibit of military equipment ever shown
in the South.” The exhibit was guarded by military police.78
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In April 1944, Paramount Pictures released a documentary detailing the twenty-five
missions of the Memphis Belle, an American B-17 airplane. The world premiere of the forty-five
minute film was held at the Malco Theater in Memphis, with additional showings at the Loew’s
State Theater beginning the following day. The objective of the Memphis Belle was bombing
Axis Germany, more specifically, strategic attacks including submarine stations in
Wilhelmshaven. Colonel Stanley R. Wray, commander of the Belle in England, explained the
concept of “strategic bombing.” He clarified that removing one’s ammunition sources disabled
their ground forces, therefore saving Allied lives. Hollywood movie director William Wyler was
part of the crew on five combat missions. During the maneuvers, he shot combat footage that
was used in the documentary.79
War industries had transformed the workday for some Memphians and radio stations
began to adapt to that change. Beginning the night of April 14, 1944, WHBQ Radio in Memphis
started twenty-four hour-a-day programming. The station manager, Ben Alburty, said he had
planned the change for some time. He noted war workers were unable to listen to entertainment
shows and news because of working hours. By transcribing and recording national programs, the
station could replay them for those who could not otherwise listen. Additionally, Alburty said
that any news that happened during “off hours” could be broadcast more quickly. At the time,
WHBQ was the only twenty-four hour station in the Memphis broadcast area. The other radio
stations in Memphis, WMC, WREC, and WMPS, were network affiliates of NBC, CBS, and
Mutual Broadcasting, respectively.80 Like WHBQ Radio, the WMC Radio station extended its
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“on air” hours. Unlike WHBQ, it was not increased to twenty-four hours a day. The new hours of
broadcasting were 5:30 a.m. to 1:00 a.m. By lengthening broadcast hours, it advertised the ability
to offer more late night programs from NBC Studios in New York.81
City officials’ attempts to maintain the status quo antebellum were often hampered by
wartime requirements. The Treasury Department released 710 “brand new” 1942 automobiles for
purchase by city governments with populations of 100,000 or more. Memphis purchased 39 of
those cars. They were sold at ten dollars above what the Government paid. The cars were
distributed among various city departments. The City Tax Assessor’s Office obtained one; the
Fire Department, two; the Board of Education, three; the Park Commission, six; Police
Department, seven; and Memphis Light, Gas, and Water Division, twenty. The total cost of the
automobiles was $42,237, which saved the city $12,627, according to Ura M. Finch, city
purchasing agent.82
One area of civic pride was maintained however. May 1, 1944 was the beginning of the
annual “Noise Abatement Week.” Mayor Chandler, Public Safety Commissioner Boyle, and the
Memphis Council of Civic Clubs directed the campaign by asking Memphians to cut “down on
all unnecessary noise.” They claimed it was to aid the war effort by allowing war workers to get
necessary rest which enabled them to be more productive in the workplace. Additionally, an antinoise slogan contest was held in the Memphis public, private, and parochial schools. Radio
stations broadcasted noise abatement ads. Anti-noise messages were sent with utility bills and on
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milk bottles. Memphis won the national award in both 1942 and 1943. A couple of months later,
city officials learned that the city was successful in winning the award for the third time.83
There were two winners in the Noise Abatement Week Slogan Contest for the Memphis
public schools: one for the white schools, and one for the African-American schools. Edgar
Buffaloe, a sixth-grader at Peabody School, won for the white schools. His slogan was, “Save
Your Noise to Welcome the Boys.” The winner for the African-American schools was Clara W.
Goodall, a third-grader from Melrose Elementary. Her slogan was, “Keep Memphis Proud, Don’t
Be Loud.” The two youngsters beat out thousands of entries throughout the city. Both won a
silver cup, donated by Commissioner Boyle, that was housed in the schools’ trophy case.84
In the first half of 1944 the city saw further expansion of healthcare facilities for the
military and also a regional outbreak of diseases. Constructed by the Mobile Army Engineer
District, Kennedy General Hospital opened its new gymnasium the first week of May 1944. The
building was 16,000 square feet and contained exercise equipment along with a basketball court,
handball court, boxing and wrestling room, and showers. The facility was built to aid in the
rehabilitation of convalescing servicemen, but was also used for recreation.85
For the fifth year in a row, the Memphis and Shelby County Health Department received
an award and was placed on the National Health Honor Roll. The American Public Health
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Station and the United States Chamber of Commerce sponsored the program. Only fifty-three
organizations were recognized in the country for 1943.86
The Memphis and Shelby County Health Department announced there were 324 reported
cases of scarlet fever from January 1 to April 15, 1944, as compared to 196 in the same period of
1943. According to Dr. S.L. Wadley, director of the Division of Communicable Diseases, the
increase in the disease is prevalent throughout the nation with 91,350 reported cases compared to
59,767 for the same time in 1943. He explained that many of the cases in the city were
considered mild, and reminded citizens that the minimum quarantine period was twenty-one
days.87
War industries were making Memphis a twenty-four hour city and timely public
transportation for workers became a priority. On May 5, 1944, Roane Waring, president of the
Memphis Street Railway Company, announced all the company’s streetcars, buses, and coaches
would run through the night. Many war workers had no transportation for shifts that began or
ended after midnight. Only five streetcars offered “owl” service before the transition, but none
traveled to the southern, southeastern, northern, and northeastern parts of the city. He said that
within ten days, nineteen would service the city with after-midnight schedules. During the first
three months of the year, the company transported over thirty million passengers.88
Unfortunately, the company was unable to keep its pledge for offering all-night service
throughout the city due to a shortage of operators. However, it was able to add four transit lines
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for the night service by May 16. Lines were to be added as soon as additional operators were
hired.89
Consequently, the Memphis Street Railway Company announced it was considering
hiring women to fill the void due to the shortage of male operators. The company needed
seventy-five operators for trolleys, buses, and coaches. Company officials stated plans for their
employment had to be completed before they would accept any applications. Oddly, the
“tentative” plan would pay women operators the same as their counterparts. The company paid
three dollars a day during training, seventy-seven cents an hour for the first year, eighty-two
cents an hour for the second year, and for the third year and the foreseeable future, eighty-seven
cents an hour.90
After a couple of weeks, revenue from the four additional transit lines implemented in the
company’s “owl” service proved disappointing. According to Walter N. Ford, vice president and
assistant general manager, the operation costs incurred were much greater than fares collected
during the first week of service. He estimated a loss of $2,500 a month and declared the
company could not continue the service under such conditions.91
Beginning June 15, transit service by the Memphis Street Railway Company was reduced
by approximately ten percent following a strike by bus and streetcar operators. The strike was in
retaliation to the War Labor Board’s reluctance in approving overtime wages. The five hundred
operators refused to work additional hours until the WLB agreed to pay an overtime wage.92 A
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few days later, the bus and streetcar operator’s union voted to return to work while waiting for a
response from the WLB concerning the new overtime wage. The WLB approved a two cents
wage increase, but the union members had requested five cents.93
A month after announcing its plans the Memphis Street Railway Company hired four
women as bus and streetcar operators. The additional women brought the total number of female
operators to nine. The company stated six more applications from women were received. They
declared more women, and men, under the age of forty, were to be hired to supplement the 125
men who left the company to enter the Armed Forces. The company paid the female operators
the same wage as male operators.94
Memphis was a segregated city in the 1940s, thus the wartime integration of the
workforce inevitably led to some racial tensions. The Sefton Fibre Company halted production
following a fight between two employees, one white and one African-American. Anxiety
concerning the possibility of “racial trouble” caused management to close the plant. However, no
additional altercations were reported and the plant reopened after two days. Sefton Fibre
Company manufactured shipping containers for artillery shells.95
Another altercation involving an employee of the Firestone Tire and Rubber Company
occurred at the plant. Reportedly, an African-American employee, James Jackson, came to work
intoxicated. He was allegedly subdued and beaten by watchmen of the plant. Following the
incident, other African-American employees left the plant in protest. Work on the lines all but
stopped after their departure. The watchmen claimed Jackson resisted and pulled a knife causing
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their forceful reaction. Union officials urged the employees to return to work. A group of white
employees demonstrated their support with a written protest of the watchmen’s treatment of
Jackson. The watchmen’s conduct was also denounced by the company. Memphis Police were
contacted and Jackson was charged with resisting arrest, disturbing the peace, and carrying a
“dangerous” weapon.96
Jackson was found guilty of all charges and fined a total of $75. He was also dismissed
from his job at the Firestone plant. The watchmen were not. Outside the plant, the union
president and local coordinator encouraged employees to return to work. Curiously, the union
president was picked up by police and held for three hours without explanation. The union
president was released and his holding was termed as “a mistake” by Chief Seabrook, but no
explanation was given. The employees voted to return to work and most were back by the day
after the walkout.97 It is difficult to determine from the newspaper account if the union leader
was arrested because he was representing an African-American in the segregated city of
Memphis or just seen as troublesome to local officials for his pro-union activities or if the
incident was, in fact, a “mistake.” But in the Jim Crow South of the 1940s, it would not be
surprising if it were the former and it was made clear to him at the police station.
Wartime regulations could affect even the smallest of Memphis pleasures. The Office of
Price Administration dictated the price of beer in Memphis as of Monday, May 22, 1944. Beer
prices varied among establishments around the city, but the OPA passed a regulation that fixed
prices. All retail operations, stores, restaurants, or bars, were categorized into price groups. They
were then required to post their group classification along with a visible price list for customers.
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In most cases, the price of beer sold in smaller containers was increased by a few cents, however,
some larger containers were reduced by up to three cents. The new prices also included all state
and Federal taxes. The only exception was an added 30 percent “cabaret” tax, but only if it was
“separately stated and collected.98
The quota for the Fifth War Loan Drive was announced on May 23, 1944. The drive was
held June 12 through July 8. The amount for Memphis and Shelby County was $33,704,000. The
area’s quota for the Fourth War Loan Drive was $30,772,000. The new quota for the state was
$133,000,000 as compared to $126,000,000 in the Fourth War Loan Drive. Overall, the nation’s
new quota was $16,000,000,000 for the Fifth War Loan Drive up from $14,000,000,000 for the
last campaign.99
Within a couple of weeks, a pledge for selling bonds in the Fifth War Loan Drive was
announced by two women’s clubs. The Tennessee Women’s Defense Corps held a rally for War
Bond sales in conjunction with the group’s second anniversary celebration on June 7. A ballroom
at the Gayoso Hotel was decorated in patriotic colors demonstrating commitment to the
American servicemen. The women offered refreshments and entertainment for their guests.100
The Nineteenth Century Club also proclaimed its commitment to the Drive by declaring the
members would “take a leading part in the Fifth War Loan Campaign.” The Club always
answered the call to help the community in “civic, state and national” assistance. The latest
national call was no different.101
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Memphis schools closed on May 23 for the summer vacation. It was the earliest closing
date in the history of the Memphis School System. Superintendent Ernest C. Ball declared it was
to make certain that teachers and students were available for summer jobs. Additionally, it made
some school buildings available for “vacation centers” to care for preschool children of working
mothers during the summer months. Three schools were utilized for the program: Christine,
Idlewild, and Treadwell Schools. The program was made possible by the cooperation of the local
Board of Education, the State Board of Education, and the United States Office of Education.
The cost was three dollars per child a week and a midday meal was provided. Only children of
mothers working in war industries or businesses associated with the war effort were eligible for
the program. Teachers from the three schools were employed as caretakers for the children at
each school.102 The Board of Education authorized the establishment of three “vacation centers”
for school-age children of working mothers. The new children’s centers were modeled after the
Nursery Centers created for working mothers with preschool children.103
By 1944, taking care of servicemen also meant taking care of veterans and their
dependents. May 27, 1944 was the annual Veterans of Foreign Wars Buddy Poppy day. On that
day, hundreds of young Memphis girls journeyed around the city selling red flowers constructed
of paper to aid war veterans. The flowers were made by disabled veterans in hospitals around the
country and could be purchased for a dime, but patrons could choose to give more. The money
raised from the flowers aided the V.F.W. Home for Widows and Orphans, rehabilitation services
for veterans, as well as all other services offered for veterans.104
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Memphis appeared to do its best to find employment for veterans honorably discharged
from the armed services. In May 1944, the Civil Service Board and the United States
Employment Service placed eighty-one men in positions of employment. A representative of the
Civil Service Board explained that veterans who were honorably discharged, and passed mental
and physical examinations, were given priority for jobs for which they were qualified. The
representative also stated that “many partially disabled veterans” were able to work and still
claim disability benefits.105 In 1944, a state veterans’ program was organized by the Committee
on Postwar Rehabilitation of Veterans assigned by Governor Prentice Cooper. The establishment
of local Veterans’ Service Committees by the Tennessee War Service Advisory Council aided
returning veterans with employment policies. Tennessee had a tremendous success rate with
employing returning veterans. Ninety-five percent were reemployed during 1944. Congress also
aided veterans with the passage of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944. By law,
businesses were obligated to give veterans their previous job. The Memphis Chamber of
Commerce sponsored a seminar for area sales managers on the “re-employment of returning war
veterans.”106
The Memphis summer of 1944 was heating up, but local politics remained cool. The
deadline for filing a petition to run for office in Memphis and Shelby County expired at midnight
June 1, 1944. According to officials at the Election Commission, none were received by their
office. Therefore, the political machine of Memphis and Shelby County was set to remain
unchanged in the upcoming election. The county attorney’s office received 1,500 applications for
absentee ballots from overseas servicemen. Although there were approximately 37,000 residents
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of Shelby County in the Armed Forces, many were not of voting age, which was then twentyone.107
Extended broadcast hours by the Memphis radio stations proved beneficial the first week
of June 1944. News of the Normandy invasion was known by Mid-Southerners without having
to wait for the morning newspaper. Commercial programs were preempted with war news
throughout the day and night. Stations announced twenty-four hour coverage was to continue as
long as necessary.108
The Normandy Invasion, commonly known as D-Day, was the largest American-Allied
action in the European Theater of World War II. On June 6, 1944, forty-seven Allied divisions,
consisting of more than 150,000 troops, were utilized in the largest amphibious military invasion
in history and liberated Western Europe. Although the majority of the military divisions were
American, others were supplied by Canada, Britain, and other Allied nations. The fifty-mile
coast of Northern France’s Normandy region was heavily defended by German forces. Although
the operation was successful, approximately 15,000 Allied servicemen were killed or wounded
on that day. Within a month of the invasion, 2,000,000 Allied troops had landed in France, and
by the end of August 1944, all of northern France was liberated.109
The Fifth War Loan Drive was scheduled to begin on Monday, June 12, 1944; however,
news of the D-Day invasion sparked numerous early sales. Chairman of the War Finance
Committee Doddridge Nichols, exclaimed his office was “flooded with people” buying bonds
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and others calling to report the purchase of bonds. The son of a Commercial Appeal staff
employee, Corporal Edward C. Talley, helped kick-off the drive by mailing a money order for
the purchase of a $100 bond and a $25 contribution to the Red Cross campaign.110
Following a spirited beginning, sales lagged throughout the campaign. Nevertheless,
Memphis and Shelby County succeeded in meeting and exceeding their quota for the Fifth War
Loan Drive. The quota was $33,704,000, but $42, 085,625 worth of bonds were sold. The Nation
surpassed its quota of $16,000,000,000 by approximately $650,000,000.111 Though the war had
lasted longer than anyone thought or wanted, Memphians continued to “do their part” for the war
effort.
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CHAPTER NINE
“Until The Last Shot Is Fired”
Boisterous, fireworks-laden Independence Day celebrations were virtually nonexistent in
Memphis during the first few war years, and 1944 proved to be no different. The city felt that the
only “American-made” fireworks heard should be over Japanese territories and Germany in the
form of destructive bombs. Memphians did celebrate the nation’s birthday. It was merely a
quieter affair than the prewar years. No parades. No marching bands. No colorful firework
displays. Instead, there were backyard picnics, rounds of golf, bridge games, tennis matches,
swimming, and cocktails. Memphians, along with much of the country, could delay their loud,
colorful fireworks celebrations until the boys came home for good.1
Many Memphis retail establishments were closed from Saturday afternoon, July 1, until
Wednesday, July 5, to celebrate Independence Day 1944. Most war industries, however,
maintained their usual twenty-four-hour-a-day schedule. Fisher Memphis Aircraft Division and
Sefton Fibre Can Company were the only exceptions listed. The city and county government
offices were only closed on July 4.2
Wartime rationing was generally accepted by Memphians, but low supplies of some
items presented opportunities for criminal activity. In early July, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation arrested ten men, three Arkansans and seven Memphians, in connection with a
gasoline black-marketing enterprise. The accused stole and sold gasoline owned by the Army Air
Force. Memphis was the gasoline distribution point for seventeen Army airbases located in five
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Mid-Southern states and approximately 3.5 million gallons were distributed monthly. Those
arrested were gas station owners and truck drivers. At the time of the arrests, the total amount of
missing gasoline was unknown. All those arrested signed confessions for the crimes. The
maximum penalty for the gas station owners was five years in prison or a $5,000 fine, or both.
The maximum penalty for the truck drivers was ten years in prison or a $10,000 fine, or both.3
Army investigators got involved in the gasoline black-market investigation. Military
officials were determined to learn how the gasoline was removed from the base. After gasoline
was delivered, the trucks should have been empty. How trucks were allowed to leave the base
with hundreds of gallons of gasoline remaining in the tankers was the basis of their investigation.
Officials of the Office of Price Administration (OPA) were interested in the civilians who
purchased the stolen gasoline without using ration coupons.4
On July 18, five more arrests were made by FBI agents in the gasoline black-market ring.
Gas station owners and attendants in Nashville were charged with “receiving, concealing, and
disposing of stolen government property.” Army authorities had yet to release an exact amount
of fuel allegedly stolen. However, the mystery of how the gasoline was stolen appeared to be
solved. The tanker trucks had multiple storage compartments for the fuel. The operators simply
did not completely empty some of the compartments. Each truck had the capability to carry
thousands of gallons; therefore, holding back a few hundred gallons at a time went unnoticed by
Army personnel. The Army, FBI, and the OPA declared their investigations would continue.5
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The following day, the FBI made its sixteenth arrest in the gas black-market
investigation. A part-time attendant who worked for one of the Nashville station owners was
arrested for his participation in the scheme. He was released on a $500 bond.6 In the first week of
September, Federal agents arrested six more truck drivers in connection with the Army’s stolen
gasoline. Authorities still had no accurate estimate of the stolen amount; however, one station
operator claimed he had purchased gasoline at “least 50” times in amounts of “no less than 200
gallons.” Therefore, the amount of stolen gasoline had to be tens of thousands of gallons.7
The Federal Grand Jury in Nashville indicted thirteen men from Tennessee who were
arrested in connection with stolen fuel. The men were charged with “possessing or disposing” of
the “high octane fuel.” Three of those indicted were from Memphis.8 A total of twenty-seven
men were arrested for their involvement in the crime. Eight of the group were to be tried in Little
Rock, Arkansas, and the remaining two were held for trial in Jackson, Tennessee. The trial for
seventeen of the men arrested in connection with the theft began on December 4 in Nashville.9
Nine men pleaded guilty to “disposing of or possessing aviation gasoline.” Six others chose to
allow their cases to be tried in court. The judge chose to delay sentencing the nine guilty with
guilty pleas until the conclusion of the trial.10 The six men who insisted on having their day in
court were found guilty by the Federal Court. Their sentences ranged from five days in jail to
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eighteen months in prison.11 With rationing in place all around the country, some black market
activity was not a surprise. While the extent of this particular aviation fuel theft likely will never
be known, the sheer size of the operation is a bit staggering. One cannot help but wonder how
many people in Memphis, and the region, knew that it was happening if not the scale.
As the war dragged on, Memphians periodically had to be prodded into conservation.
L.H. Dille, district salvage manager for the War Production Board (WPB), notified Memphians
that the city was not meeting its quota for tin and wastepaper collections. Donating scrap did not
require much effort – the Salvation Army, Goodwill Industries, and the Garbage Department
collected scrap for residents.12 The WPB requested a one-day pickup campaign throughout the
country. City Commissioner Robert Fredericks outlined the process for the drive. He explained
the need for 200 trucks to haul the wastepaper to the various salvage plants in the city and, along
with Mayor Chandler, asked businesses to donate truck services to the campaign. The drive was
planned for mid-September,13 and by September 2, seventy-five of the two hundred needed were
offered.14
The citywide wastepaper campaign on September 16 was a tremendous success. An
“early and incomplete” tally of the paper collected was reported to be in excess of 250,000
pounds. The wastepaper to be collected was too much for the trucks to handle in one day, so the
campaign was extended to the following Monday. Once again, Memphians demonstrated their
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patriotism for the war effort.15 The wastepaper drive was continued to September 18 due to the
unexpected overflow. By the end of the campaign, 326,000 pounds of paper was collected.16
Even as wartime scrap drives continued one Memphis project was being promoted that
would consume significant war materials. Construction on Edward H. Crump’s dream of a new
four-lane bridge spanning the Mississippi River finally began in early August 1944. Engineers
began surveying areas by making core borings under the existing Frisco Bridge. The estimated
cost of the bridge was $7,000,000.17 While the Memphis bridge would not be completed during
the war, a need for regional transportation was likely understood by the federal government. As
the U.S. government was gathering every piece of steel for the war effort, city political allies in
Washington had managed to convince the federal government that 1944 was the time to begin
this project. That this happened both in wartime and an election year – in which the Crump
Democratic political machine could turn out votes – may be the strongest indication of the
symbiotic relationship between the city and Roosevelt administration in this era.
The more routine business went on as usual in 1944. But even the most common events
could have labor implications as the economy barreled out of the Depression. Three Memphis
police officers were fired from the force; two for accepting payments in lieu of traffic violations,
and one for “conduct unbecoming an officer.” The two accused of bribery requested a hearing
concerning the charges. According to Chief Carroll Seabrook, several citizens filed the complaint
against them. The third officer did not ask for a hearing before the board.18 Subsequently, the
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charges were heard by a police trial board. The officers allegedly solicited bribes from two black
men in exchange for reducing the speed notated on their traffic violations, thus reducing the
amount of the fines. Witnesses gave testimony that gave the patrol car number of the officers. It
was proved that the officers were on duty that day driving the patrol car. The officers were to
present their defense a few days later.19
The two policemen were found guilty by the Police Trial Board. Commissioner Joseph
Boyle sent all records of the trial to the Shelby County Grand Jury stating that criminal
prosecution was possible.20 The officers stated they would not appeal the board’s decision. They
claimed the dismissal was in retaliation for their involvement in the strike staged by police in
October 1943.21 Both were indicted for bribery by the Shelby County Grand Jury a couple of
weeks later and held at the county jail.22 Whether the men were guilty or just victims of their
labor disagreements with city officials is unknowable now. But both could be true. And since the
men admitted being part of the department’s strike the previous year, it would not be surprising
if they were black-listed by department officials, and likely candidates to be let go if their
behavior was not exemplary.
The regional office of the National War Labor Board (NWLB) in Atlanta approved a
raise for drivers of the Yellow Cab Company. The drivers received a seven and a half percent
raise on fare commissions retroactive to May 1 when the contract was submitted. With the
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increase, the drivers were entitled to forty-seven and a half percent of each fare. The amount of
the retroactive payment was approximately $15,000.23
The Memphis Street Railway Company began making plans to terminate four of the nine
“owl service” transit lines offered due to sustained revenue losses. Between May 27 and July 11,
the company claimed a loss of $3,631 for the four lines, but did not present any data for the other
five. Commissioner of Public Service Robert Fredericks said continued service was necessary to
satisfy the company’s vow to deliver “adequate service” to war industry workers in Memphis.
Company officials said many veterans had applied, but they still needed between thirty and forty
additional male operators. Approximately fifteen female operators were employed and the
company voiced its “great disappointment” in the few number that had applied.24
With the military success at Normandy, Americans were hoping for an end to the war by
Christmas. War industries were planning the retooling of plants, this time for a return to
peacetime production. While some industries were reducing labor, others were sending
representatives to seminars in preparation for hiring returning veterans.
Ernest C. Ball, Superintendent of City Schools, announced planning a school-wide
celebration of the impending V-E Day. He declared that in order for the day not to be
“interrupted,” but for the day to be “sanely and intelligently” celebrated, a plan set by the Board
of Education should be followed by all schools.25
The responsibilities of the Memphis and Shelby County Selective Service Boards’ agents
began changing from procuring men for the Armed Forces to helping them locate jobs upon their
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return home. State Selective Service representatives from Nashville offered a seminar at the
courthouse in Memphis to explain methods to be used for the transition.26
The Buckeye Cotton Oil Company followed a program designed by Proctor and Gamble
for reinstating veterans to their former employment. Veterans were informed through
newsletters, messages in Christmas packages, and employee publications that they were not
forgotten. The company vowed to return them to their former job or another position that was
equal to or better than the previous job.27
For the fourth time in less than two years, the Chickasaw Ordnance Works received the
Army-Navy “E” award for excellence on August 31, 1944. The war industry produced smokeless
powder and TNT. But officials saw problems looming. Workers were leaving to take “peacetime
jobs” which was premature, according to the commanding officer of the plant. Moreover,
additional workers were needed to continue the rate of production. The country had seen
victories, but the war was not over. The need for munitions was still vital, and the plant’s
manufacturing would continue “well into 1945.”28
The last half of 1944 offered several news items that must have had the attention of
workers in war plants. The Missouri Portland Cement Company of St. Louis announced the
construction of a new plant in Memphis. The company purchased thirty-seven acres on Thomas
Street in north Memphis to build its facility. Officials said the rail, water, and truck
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transportation facilities offered in Memphis were instrumental in building the plant in the area.
The $ 2.5 million endeavor was the only one of its kind in the area. Manufacturing four types of
cement, Missouri Portland had the ability to service a variety of businesses and construction
enterprises. The company expected to be operational for the postwar market. Construction of the
plant awaited WPB approval for materials and equipment, but anticipated no difficulties.29
The McDonnell Aircraft Corporation’s contract with the Army for building airplanes was
terminated effective October 1944. Authorities stated 900 employees would be laid off unless the
plant was retooled for other manufacturing. The plant built advance training planes for the Army,
and the quota had recently been reduced to thirty-nine airplanes. Plants in North Carolina and
Delaware had contracts canceled as well. However, the WPB announced that officials intended
to place other contracts with the three plants. Additionally, the War Manpower Commission
declared there were jobs available for those released from McDonnell at other war industry
plants.30
At the same time McDonnell was laying off employees, Firestone Tire and Rubber
Company was actively searching for more than 400 workers. The plant needed workers of all
skill types and offered a “special recruitment program” to aid with hiring. Vice president Joe E.
Davis said the company “will employ probably three times as many employe[e]s as it had at the
time of Pearl Harbor” after the war. He also said that the conversion back to peacetime
production would not be difficult once it received the “green light on civilian production.”31
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Due to a reduced need for four-pound incendiary bombs, the Dallas Chemical Warfare
Procurement District canceled its contract with National Fireworks, Incorporated in Cordova.
According to the public relations office, a “tactical change in war planning” minimized the need
for continued manufacturing of the devices. There were sufficient bombs in stock for “strategic
needs” and the remaining materials at the plant were to be utilized for “other purposes.” The
company announced efforts to place “personnel on other contracts.” According to plant manager
Ed Luce, there were contracts from the Navy that would keep the facility occupied “for two or
three years after the war ends.” He also said that the company was considering conversion to a
chemical plant after the war.32
The Wall Street Journal reported postwar plans for construction of a Canada Dry Bottling
plant in Memphis, promising employment of twenty-five to thirty people. It was to be one of five
proposed plants established across the country as part of the company’s “postwar expansion
plan.”33 Unfortunately for the company, residents of the proposed site protested the construction,
fearing it would devalue their property and “create other undesirable conditions.” Canada Dry
wanted to build the plant on the corner of Central Avenue and Flicker Street and filed an
application with the city to have the building codes of the area changed allowing the construction
of the plant. The Board of Adjustment denied their application.34 The company planned an
extensive “program of postwar expansion … with the purchase of existing plants and the
construction of new plants” as soon as building restrictions by the WPB were rescinded.
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Although there were plans to build a bottling plant in Memphis after the war, the proposal was
abandoned in favor of outsourcing with “independent bottlers” in the city.35
T. J. O’Neil, branch manager of the Ford Motor Company in Memphis, announced a
$500,000 addition to the plant for postwar production. The planned enlargement was for 74,000
square feet which would allow for a proposed thirty percent increase in production and twenty
percent in employees. War industry production at the plant involved manufacturing airplane
parts for Pratt and Whitney engines. The plant required retooling, again, to convert it back for
manufacturing passenger vehicles and trucks. The “new” plant was to be fitted with a conveyor
system for the parts department allowing for a greater inventory.36
The Regional War Production Board in Atlanta gave approval to thirteen Memphis
businesses to revert to “peacetime production” retroactive to October 1, 1944. The prewar
products of the companies included mattresses, furniture, refrigerators, furnaces, and sheet metal
signs. Some of the businesses were retooled for war production while others were constructed
especially for wartime. The businesses were allotted the necessary materials for the renovations
by the WPB.37
Intentions to negotiate for the sale or lease of six Memphis war plants and their real estate
was made public by the Reconstruction Finance Corporation in Washington, D.C. on October 19.
Chickasaw Ordnance Works, Fisher Memphis Aircraft Division, Southern Acid and Sulphur
Company, McDonnell Aircraft Corporation, Q. O. Chemical Company, and Reynolds Metals
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Corporation were the plants and properties on the list to be sold by the Defense Plant
Corporation as soon as they were classified as “surplus.” Moreover, the sale or lease of the plants
was subject to existing contracts as well as time needed for their continued use for war
industry.38 Unfortunately, the announcement caused many Memphians to believe the plants were
shutting down war production when the exact opposite was true. The plants were attempting to
manufacture goods at breakneck speed to keep up with orders, and stressed they would continue
production “until the last shot is fired.” The plants still needed approximately 2,000 employees,
according to the United States Employment Service.39
The General Motors Club of Memphis gave a dinner for newspaper and radio
correspondents at the Peabody Hotel. The topic for the annual dinner was the postwar plans for
the automotive industry, with an emphasis on General Motors. The previous year, the company
reported a daily output of $12,000,000 worth of war products and an employee staff of
approximately 500,000 people. The company estimated automobile production would resume “in
three to six months” after the plants completed their war commitments and were retooled for
postwar manufacturing. It also estimated 6,000,000 cars would be made, of which one third
would be General Motors products. The new cars would be “modifications of the 1941 models”
but with a higher price tag due to an increase in the cost of labor.40
For postwar construction of new schools and improvements on existing schools, the
Board of Education agreed to a $500,000 bond issue to acquire funds. In 1937, the Tennessee
Legislature had enacted a bill allowing bond issues for raising such funds. The City Commission
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endorsed the Board’s issuance of bonds for the school constructions. What would later become
East High School was the primary project financed by the bonds.41
With Allied forces moving quickly through France, Memphians could not be blamed for
looking forward to more common peacetime concerns, like education and, of course, football.
Beginning with the 1944 fall football season, concessions at Crump Stadium were operated by
the Memphis Park Commission. Previously managed by a private individual, the Commission
believed they could increase revenue for the city by handling the facility’s concessions.
Moreover, the Commission declared a plan to eventually operate all concessions within the park
system, as well as to own all rides and devices at the Fairgrounds amusement park.42
WMC Radio in Memphis completed negotiations to broadcast football games of local
interest for the 1944 season. The station announced the broadcast of ten games for universities in
Arkansas, Kentucky, Mississippi, and Alabama, in addition to other “top games” in the country
and bowl games. The extra broadcasts were an effort to appeal to local listeners with interest in
schools outside the immediate region, but still in the South.43
The school year for 1943-44 began with 125 new teachers, and suffered personnel
changes of 202. The scholastic view for 1944-45 looked promising with only fifty new teachers,
and three new principals in the Memphis Public School system.44 Further, the enrollment for the
1944-45 school year increased far more than expected. Total enrollment for Memphis Public
Schools was 37,358, which was 2,231 more students than the previous year. There were 118
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additional high school students in white schools, and 277 more in black high schools. Junior high
schools had no change in registration numbers from the previous year. The greatest increase was
found in elementary schools.45
Memphis State College began offering evening classes for the first time in the fall of
1944. The classes were designed for individuals who were unable to attend class during the
regular daytime sessions. However, the nighttime curriculum was limited offering only English
Literature and European History classes.46 An overall enrollment increase of approximately 140
percent over the fall semester of 1943 was reported by the college officials. A record number of
515 registered for the fall term, but the college expected the amount to rise to 550 before classes
began. Mynders Hall was reopened for coed use. The dormitory was previously used to house
the 43rd Cadet Training Detachment that was stationed at the college the previous school year.47
Like Memphis State College, Southwestern began offering night classes. However, its
curriculum was broader. Memphis State offered two classes, but Southwestern provided ten
disciplines from which adult students could choose. They allowed men or women to take one
class, attend one semester, or study for a certificate. School officials said they had “enthusiastic”
response from servicemen stationed in the area. Southwestern declared there were no academic
requirements to be admitted.48
Religious Education Week was conducted in twenty-nine of the thirty-one Memphis
schools in September 1944. Religious services were offered by local ministers at the
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participating schools. The programs were organized and presented by the Memphis Council of
Churches. It was certainly a different time.49
As summer gave way to autumn, thousands of people were needed for picking cotton for
the 1944 crop year, according to the Farm Division of the United States Employment Service. By
September, the maturing crop needed to be removed from the fields before it was ruined by rain
or other weather elements. The United States Employment Service declared as many as 11,000
additional workers, both black and white persons, might be necessary to bring in the crop. Most
were paying two dollars for every one hundred pounds picked and transportation was provided.50
In spite of continued appeals by Mayor Walter Chandler, the War Manpower
Commission, and the USES, the cotton industry remained in dire need of workers to pick,
compress, and gin their product. The crop for 1944 was at record amounts, but without workers
to bring it in from the fields, it would all be for naught. In an effort to acquire workers, the WMC
placed the cotton industry at the top of the employment list and the USES no longer required
them to use standard procedures for hiring. Of the three positions, pickers were paid the most,
making it difficult to lure people to work in compressing or ginning. Although there was an
abundance of cotton, only one-third the number of bales had been picked by mid-September as
compared to the same time the previous year.51
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In November, the cotton industry remained in dire need of labor, and the solution was
found in a surprising source. The Geneva Convention allowed prisoners of war “to work [for] the
captor nation” provided “the work was not unhealthy or dangerous and did not involve the
production of military equipment for the captor nation.” There were eleven prisoner of war
camps in Tennessee. Many of those camps were located on military grounds thereby utilizing
existing personnel and housing. In February 1944, the Memphis Army Service Forces Depot
became a prisoner of war camp. The first group was 250 Italians that were transferred from
Como, Mississippi. A few months later, approximately 300 Germans joined them, and by
September 1945, 1,912 prisoners were housed at the Depot.52
At first, the prisoners worked exclusively at the depot doing ground and railroad
maintenance, road repair, or in the kitchen, working commonly eight hours a day, but up to
twelve. Later, they were transported to Kennedy General Hospital or the Memphis Airport to
conduct similar duties. The prisoners were paid for any work performed outside the camp by
order of the Geneva Convention. Moreover, officers were to be paid a monthly allowance, the
amount of which was dictated by their rank and nationality. While the Convention did not
mandate the same for enlisted men, they were paid three dollars a month by the United States.53
Once the War Department authorized the contract labor of prisoners, requests for more
than 7,000 workers in sixteen states across the Cotton Belt were received. The warehouses were
instructed to make formal requests to the USES, state how many men were needed, and the
period of time the labor was needed. The prisoners were to be paid fifty to fifty-five cents an
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hour with the wages sent to the United States Treasury. A portion was used for the “prisoner’s
upkeep,” but the men were also allowed to have some of the funds paid to individual trusts or
credited in scrip for use in the inmates’ canteen. Warehouse operators were responsible for the
prisoners’ transportation, but they were paid five cents a mile. Prisoners worked eight hours a
day, six days a week.54
Five Memphis cotton companies took advantage of the prison labor offered by the War
Department. Ninety-five German prisoners worked eight hours in cotton compresses and
warehouses, and were then returned to the Memphis Army Service Forces Depot for the night.
They returned to work the next day and would continue to do so until the cotton season ended.
According to one of the guards, the Germans liked working the cotton compresses.55
One of the German prisoners, Edwin Pelz, a twenty-two-year-old Obergefreiter (a rank
similar to a corporal), looked back on his time in the prison camp quite fondly. He was sent to
Memphis with a few hundred other German prisoners in August 1944. He said the food was
better than that of the German army, “[W]e had real coffee for breakfast, not ersatz coffee as in
Europe.” His first job at the camp was loading and unloading railroad cars. According to Pelz,
his wage was eighty cents a day plus ten cents from the U.S. government, which amounted to
about twenty-five dollars a month. He said, “My first pay envelope—the first one in my young
life – made me happier than a Rockefeller.”56
Pelz, with many others, was chosen to pick cotton during the cotton labor shortage. He
said, “I picked cotton like a fool without a break or interruption. I wanted to show everybody
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what a good worker I was … by noon my sack was full … I was convinced I had broken all
cotton picking records.” Each prisoner was required to pick 120 pounds a day. After learning the
weight of his cotton sack was only forty pounds, Pelz said, “Can you imagine how disappointed I
was … ? There were aches and pains all across my back and arms. I was half dead.” Fortunately,
his fellow prisoners, who had fulfilled their quotas, helped him reach his. He later learned his
comrades had added dirt and rocks to their bags to add to the weight.57
During their trips to and from the cotton fields, they would often stop at roadside
restaurants or stores. The prisoners waited outside in the trucks while the guards were eating
inside. Pelz remembered the local people being very kind and generous. They would stop and
talk to the prisoners and “offer us cigarettes, then some of them would go into the store and buy
us chocolates, candies, fruit … I was very touched by their friendliness and thoughtfulness.”58
Since the war was seen as winding down by many Memphians, keeping military industry
workers motivated was a priority for employers as well as the federal government. A “war show”
was presented for two nights at the Fairgrounds for war industry workers as visual
encouragement to “stay on the job to finish the job.” Soldiers from Camp Sibert, Alabama’s
Chemical Warfare Forces, demonstrated the effects of bazookas, flamethrowers, smokescreens,
guns, and flares against an “enemy pillbox” occupied by mannequin Japanese soldiers.
Admission to the exhibit was free to war workers and not open to the general public except in
available vacant space forty-five minutes after the gates opened. Officials stressed that children
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of employees were welcome, but had to be accompanied by their parents. Fifteen thousand
spectators viewed the display during its two-night run. Mayor Chandler acted as the emcee.59
The Navy, too, offered a public “war show” at Ellis Auditorium that opened on Navy
Day, October 27. The day began with a spectacular air show presented by pilots of the Navy and
Marine Corps. Mud Island was “dive-bombed and strafed” by sixty military airplanes. The
exhibit was sponsored by the Naval Air Technical Training Center and the Naval Air Station at
Millington. Radio-equipped life rafts, airplane guns, torpedoes, and hundreds of items used by
the Navy were displayed for the viewing public. Half a dozen Navy planes were lined up outside
the Auditorium to show part of the equipment used to fight the war in the Pacific. Mayor
Chandler requested they extend the exhibit a couple of days to give more Memphians the
opportunity to view the items. The air show, however, was a one-day affair.60
The Memphis and Shelby County War Fund Campaign began the drive with an early
October send-off at the Gayoso Hotel. A dinner was given by the various participating agencies
for seven hundred fifty volunteers. The goal for the campaign was to raise $1,174,309 by
October 27. One key to collecting the money, according to Edmund Orgill, general campaign
manager, was to explain how the money was to be used. 61 The need for the Memphis and Shelby
County War and Welfare Fund was poignantly demonstrated with letters received by servicemen
stationed at Millington from their comrades imprisoned overseas. In a letter from one of the
American prisoners, a soldier expressed his gratitude for a chocolate bar he received in a box
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from the War Prisoner’s Aid. The agency was one of forty-four supported by the War Fund.
Fellow soldiers were not permitted to send welfare packages to prisoners of war, but the War
Prisoner’s Aid could and did. That was just one of the many reasons Armed Forces personnel
were passionate about the Fund. Those serving at the Naval Air Technical Training Center set a
quota for $5,000, but donated more than double their target amount. Overall, the campaign had
collected $435,018, after only fund-raising for a week.62 Volunteers raised $1,272,057, which
was almost $100,000 more than their goal. Orgill expressed his gratitude to a group who
gathered at the Gayoso Hotel for the final tabulation of their efforts.63
When thinking of working women during the war era, “Rosie the Riveter” generally
comes to mind. However, women in the upper echelons of society entered the workplace as well.
The Girls’ Cotillion Club, being one of the most selective social associations in Memphis, had
been consumed with dances, parties, teas, and luncheons. The war did not change the social
activities, but the young ladies of the club operated around a new schedule—a work schedule.
All the newly elected officers of the club for 1944 were businesswomen. The president was the
private secretary for the president of Chicago and Southern Airlines; the vice-president was
district secretary for the Research Institute of America; the treasurer worked for the Commercial
Appeal as the aviation reporter and editor; and the secretary was a teacher at Lausanne School for
Girls. Each officer was a college graduate and spent many after-work hours working for the USO
or the Red Cross. It appeared the frivolities of the social club were placed on the shelf for the
war, and the job.64
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As the city took greater control of entertainment venues revenues seemed to climb. The
revenue generated from the Fairgrounds totaled $12,284 for the first ten months of the year. The
Park Commission estimated the gross income for the year would double that from the previous
year. New rides and devices installed at the amusement park were credited with the increase.
Concessions at Crump Stadium were estimated to add approximately $5,000 to the
Commission’s coffers. Additional concession outlets were planned for the stadium at the Park
Commission’s meeting in November.65
City officials’ support for President Roosevelt’s reelection in 1944 was not a surprise to
Memphians, but it did not come without controversy. Mayor Chandler posed a letter to 3,000
Memphians urging them to vote for President Roosevelt’s reelection. Unfortunately for him, he
wrote the letter on city stationery, which did not sit well with many recipients. Basically, his
correspondence was intended to remind individuals of the “great benefits” the city had received
under the current administration and they could “expect nothing from a Republican
administration in Washington.” Some businessmen appeared perturbed concerning his overt
partisan politics. Although the mayor used city stationery, the postage was paid with his
money.66 Despite the efforts of the businessmen, a low voter turnout, and the local Republican
Party, Memphians voted for the Democratic Party by five to one in the presidential and
gubernatorial elections, and both were victors. President Roosevelt was primed to serve his
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fourth term as Commander in Chief and Governor Jim Nance McCord began his sole term as
leader of the state.67
Race relations in Memphis during wartime took new turns for both workers and youth.
The local chapter of the Delta Sigma Theta sorority, “a national sorority of negro college
women,” sponsored a series of seminars on the second Tuesday of each month beginning
November 14. The seminars were intended to improve relations between African-American
workers and their bosses, by encouraging “wholesome attitudes, courtesy, reliability,
promptness, honesty on the job, and similar characteristics for negro workers.” Employers of
African-American workers were asked to send employees to the sessions.68
Teen clubs for “white” Memphians were approved by the Memphis Park Commission in
early 1944. But, the “first negro teen-age canteen” was opened on December 1, 1944. Like the
“white” clubs, this one offered games, music, ping pong, billiards, dances, and refreshments. The
“Garden Grove” was located inside the LeMoyne Community Center and was sponsored by the
Memphis Housing Authority in cooperation with the Memphis Park Commission. Prominent
citizens from the African-American community were in attendance, along with Mayor Chandler,
who gave the dedication address at the opening.69
Bicycle problems seemed to occupy an inordinate amount of the police department’s time
in the 1940s. The Memphis Police Department announced it was clamping down on unlicensed
bicycles. The police said that “between 700 and 1,000 bicycles” were picked up or recovered
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annually, and 200 to 300 were never claimed. The unclaimed bicycles were held for four months
and then auctioned to the public. Licensing the bicycles, under Section 2 of the Memphis Bicycle
Ordinance, according to the police, was for the owner’s protection. The license gave them the
necessary information to return the bicycle to its rightful owner. Otherwise, it was difficult, if not
impossible, to prove ownership.70
A West Memphis marshal, Bud Holland, discovered a bicycle theft ring comprised of
three Memphis boys. The boys confessed to stealing and reselling nineteen bicycles. They stole
bicycles in Memphis and sold them in West Memphis, and then stole bicycles in West Memphis
to sell in Memphis. The boys were turned over to the Juvenile Court in Memphis. Detectives
handling the case stated sixteen of the stolen bicycles were returned to their owners by the
marshal.71
Local officials continued to monitor health issues throughout the last half of 1944. The
Memphis Board of Education provided space for the “well-child clinics” operated by the
Memphis and Shelby County Health Department in local schools. The one-day-a-week clinics
were offered at twenty-six schools for those unable to pay for medical care and nursery care for
their children. A nurse and a doctor were on staff at each of the clinics to provide medical and
childcare advice, as well as treatment and vaccinations. Ten of the clinics were categorized for
“white” children. The remaining sixteen were for African-Americans.72
Two cases of polio were reported in Memphis during July 1944, which brought the total
number for the year to four. All the cases were children aged four and younger. There was only
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one reported case in all of 1943.73 According to the State Health Department, there were fortynine reported cases of infantile paralysis (polio) in Tennessee by August 26. The disease
appeared to be on the rise with twenty reported cases in July and eighteen cases in August. By
comparison, there were only fifteen cases reported by August 1943. The cases were “well
scattered throughout the state” and no more than four reported in any county.74
The West Tennessee Medical Center reported cured cases of gonorrhea with one-day
penicillin treatments in ninety-two of one hundred patients and two-day treatments cured the
other eight patients. Health officials stated that a series of injections over a four-day period
showed promise in treating cases of syphilis in its early stage. However, advanced cases were
treated with mapharsen and bismuth. Doctors indicated treatment with penicillin used on some
patients with advanced symptoms demonstrated results.75
In an effort to combat the spread of venereal disease, the Memphis and Shelby County
Health Department began using the city jail for quarantine purposes. Any male citizen found to
have a venereal disease and refuse treatment was confined in jail until he agreed to treatment.
According to the Health authorities, confinement for a few days generally had the “desired
effect.” By law, infected individuals refusing treatment were detained until agreeing to medical
care. Infected females were quarantined at the West Tennessee Medical Center.76
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The Memphis and Shelby County Health Department’s Typhus Fever Control Service
began its “rat-proofing” quest of buildings in downtown Memphis on February 1, 1944. From
that time to August 21, 169 buildings were successfully ridded of rats and 247 were “ratproofed.” The “rat patrol” killed 543 rats in a single building. They reported more than eleven
city blocks were rat-proofed, and eight were rat free. Representatives from three countries, three
states, and four major cities visited Memphis to observe the procedures utilized by the Typhus
Fever Control Service.77
African-American doctors gave a series of demonstrations and speeches concerning
delicate surgical procedures at the Friendly Clinic and Hospital located on Beale Street. One
primary topic was methods for improving medical care of African-Americans in Memphis and
the Mid-South. A need for additional personnel following the war’s end was also an area of
concern.78
The State General Assembly appropriated funds for constructing a tuberculosis facility in
each of the three sections of Tennessee. A $400,000 building proximate to Vanderbilt Hospital
was to be for diagnostic purposes. A portion of the approved funds, $1,500,000, were for the
construction of the West Tennessee Tuberculosis Hospital in Memphis. The third facility was to
be a hospital located in Knoxville.79
Dr. S.L. Wadley, director of communicable diseases for the Health Department, stressed
the necessity for diphtheria immunizations for children in Memphis and Shelby County. The
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influx of people into Memphis’ war plants brought many children of parents who did not realize
the importance of being immunized against diphtheria. He believed parents became “lax” in
getting immunizations because the smaller number of cases reported over the previous “four or
five years.” During that time frame, there were only fourteen or fifteen cases in the county
throughout the year, but twenty-six reported cases in the city in 1944, with eleven of those
occurring in November. Diphtheria was most prevalent in the colder months of fall and winter,
therefore, Wadley believed it was vital to vaccinate children immediately. The Health
Department offered free immunizations to those who could not afford to take children to a
private physician.80
A couple of days after the Health Department issued a warning urging diphtheria
immunizations, it issued a correction in the reported data concerning the number of cases in
Memphis and Shelby County for the year. There were thirty-six cases reported, which was ten
more than publicized. Once again, the department stressed the importance of having children
immunized. It also released information concerning other childhood communicable diseases,
such as measles, chicken pox, and mumps. None showed a significant increase in reported cases.
In fact, measles cases decreased from 2,030 in 1943 to 454 in 1944.81
Memphis women had been able to vote for more than two decades, but still had one
rights issue outstanding. Members of various women’s clubs submitted a bill to the Committee
on Legislation of the Memphis and Shelby County Bar Association to “clear the legal path” for
women to serve on juries in Tennessee. The chairman of the Business and Professional Women’s

80

Annual Report: Memphis and Shelby County Health Department, 1944: 8; see also, “Warning Is Issued Against
Diphtheria,” Commercial Appeal, 5 December 1944.
81

Annual Report: Memphis and Shelby County Health Department, 1944: 8-9; see also, “36 Diphtheria Cases
Reported In Memphis,” Commercial Appeal, 7 December 1944.

252

Club, and also an attorney, Laura Brasher, related to the committee that twenty-nine states and
the District of Columbia allowed women to serve on juries. Upon approval by the committee, the
bill would be delivered to the Shelby County delegation that would then submit it to the State
Legislation for a vote the following month.82 The bill was defeated, but women’s business clubs
and organizations continued to campaign for their right to serve on juries.83
As the weather cooled, Memphians’ attention turned toward the impending holiday
season and philanthropy for those at home and overseas. In October, the Camp and Hospital
Council of the Red Cross, along with other agencies, had organized a campaign for donating
Christmas presents for the servicemen in Memphis area hospitals. The Council wanted to make
certain every serviceman had a present, every hospital ward had a tree, and every man’s tray had
a poinsettia. Considering the thousands of men recuperating in Memphis hospitals, the goal was
immense. The Council made a public appeal to citizens to aid in their endeavor.84
According to Paul M. Jones, chairman of the Prisoners of War Committee for the
Memphis-Shelby County Chapter, one goal of the Red Cross during the holidays was to make
certain all American soldiers held prisoner in Europe received a gift package. Each Christmas
package contained “at least” twenty-three items. The items were chosen to tolerate any climate
during shipment. Mr. Jones offered a detailed list of the contents: Tins of plum pudding, boned
turkey, small sausages, strawberry jam, mixed candies, deviled ham, cheddar cheese, mixed
salted nuts, packages of bouillon cubes, fruit bars, dates, canned cherries, playing cards, four
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packages of chewing gum, army spread butter, one game of some sort, three packages of
cigarettes, smoking tobacco and a pipe, a package of tea, a tin of honey, and a wash cloth. And,
for a touch of home, they also included a Currier and Ives print and a “photograph of an
American scene.”85
The Sixth War Loan Drive began in November 1944. The quota for Memphis and Shelby
County was $30,191,000. After two days of bond selling, Memphians had raised $1,000,000.
With a deadline of December 16, and the impending Christmas holiday, volunteers knew their
efforts must remain diligent. The United States had been at war for almost three years and its
citizens were growing impatient.86
The annual Mile-O-Dimes Fund sponsored by the Commercial Appeal and the American
Legion measured a mile for the first time in its eight-year history. The money was enough to
furnish holiday food baskets to 2,000 needy families in Memphis.87 It is worth noting that even
with drives for war bonds, USO funds, Red Cross charities and more war-related demands on
their money, Memphians still found some cash to help the needy civilians in their community.
As 1944 wound down, local officials began to tally area statistics for the past year. The
cause of most deaths among communicable diseases in 1944 was tuberculosis. The disease killed
244 people, as compared to 302 the previous year. Syphilis was the second-most cause of death,
and meningitis, which was not even listed among causes of death in the previous year, ranked

85

“Red Cross Will See To Gifts Over There,” Commercial Appeal, 3 December 1944. “Army spread” was
developed for the Armed Services by the Subsistence Laboratory in cooperation with Kraft. It was a combination of
butter and cheese that resisted melting and spoilage. See, John C. Fisher and Carol Fisher, Food In The American
Military: A History, 2011, (Jefferson, NC: McFarland and Company, Inc., 2011), 155.
86

“Two-Day Bond Sale Brings In $1,000,000,” Commercial Appeal, 22 November 1944.

87

“It’s Really A Mile Of Dimes To Spread Cheer This Year,” Commercial Appeal, 24 December 1944.

254

third in that category. There were over 8,500 reported cases of syphilis in Memphis and Shelby
County during 1944.88
The Memphis Police Department filed its annual homicide report for 1944. During the
year, forty-one murders occurred (eight less than 1943), and only one remained unsolved. Nine
homicides were committed by white people, while the remaining were committed by AfricanAmericans. In fifteen cases, death occurred by shooting, and knives were used in fourteen cases.
Of the twenty-six people who committed suicide, fourteen were white men, eight white women,
three black men, and one black woman. Five of those jumped from the Harahan Bridge, all in
August. Fifty-three people attempted suicide, most of whom were white women.89
Nearly twice as many cars were stolen in 1944 than the previous year, but recovery rate
was impressive. Of the 629 stolen, 614 were recovered. Bicycles were another prime target for
thieves, and the recovery rate for police was not as impressive. Only 135 bicycles of the 432
stolen were recovered by police. Overall, there were 4,424 more complaints handled by police in
1944 than in 1943. Crime definitely increased in Memphis during 1944.90
The 1,920 parking meters in the business district added $133,267 to the city’s treasury
during 1944. That was $5,130 more than 1943. Since their installation in July 1941, the meters
augmented the city’s income by $484,189. Obviously, governmental regulations on tires,
gasoline, and new automobiles did not hinder the coffers of the parking meters.91
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Over the span of the last six months, Memphians’ hopes that the war might be over by
Christmas had been dashed by the December German counteroffensive, that became known as
the Battle of the Bulge, and the continued fighting in the Pacific. Even as citizens began to
prepare for peacetime transitions, they would closely follow the events unfolding around the
world.
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CHAPTER TEN
“He Died A Great Soldier”
After the bad news for American military forces at the Battle of the Bulge, Memphians
perhaps needed a diversion from the rigors of the war. The Tennessee Volunteers traveled to
Pasadena to play the University of Southern California Trojans in the Rose Bowl, on January 1,
1944. It was the Volunteers’ third appearance in a bowl game during the war years. They split
the two previous bowls, but they lost their third attempt 25-0, before an audience of 91,000
people.1
There was more bad news at home as the city’s fragile transportation infrastructure
suffered a setback. Gasoline flames ignited by a heater were blamed for a devastating fire at the
Jolly Cab Company in downtown Memphis on January 2. The company had seventy cabs in its
stable of cars, and most were not on the premises at the time. Of the estimated twenty-five cars
housed in the garage, fifteen were lost to the fire. Other vehicles destroyed in the fire were nine
delivery trucks, three rental cars, and one service car. The building, tires, and much of its stock
of automobile parts were destroyed as well. The damage to the company was an estimated
$100,000. Fortunately, there were no injuries reported. Dave Jolly, owner of the company, said
that many employees would be “inconvenienced” but “none will be put out of work.”2
Within the week, Jolly began rebuilding his taxi company. Construction on the structural
damage caused by the fire would not take as much time as replacing the lost vehicles. He made a
public plea for purchasing fifteen four-door sedans to convert into cabs, but had no offers.
Purchase certificates for “new” vehicles from the Office of Defense Transportation would help,
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but only if cars could be located. However, he felt certain the business would survive with the
remaining fifty cabs.3
Three months later, the reconstruction of the garage and other buildings was completed.
Jolly praised his employees, especially the mechanics, who worked diligently through days of
cold and wet weather, at times with no roof over their heads, to keep the company running as
smoothly as possible. He was able to obtain thirty new vehicles and stated the company was
refurbishing ten cabs in their garage “from stem to stern.” Jolly also said that no employee was
laid off or lost their job during the time since the fire.4 In the pre-war era, news of a fire at a cab
company might barely have merited notice. But circumstances were different in Memphis during
the war. The combination of gas rationing, with the limited availability of new cars and mobility
hindered by both of these constraints, even the loss of a handful of the city’s cabs was a cause for
concern. To the average Memphian, it might mean that a trip downtown from the eastern edges
of the city might only be served by a longer wait for a cab or that the inconvenience might mean
a bus trip on the city’s limited routes. Transportation was curtailed by wartime needs and this
was a further setback to the city’s already stressed wartime transportation infrastructure.
The effect of heavy fighting in Europe was suddenly brought home to Memphis. In early
January 1945, the commanding officer of the Surgeon General’s Office in Washington, D.C.,
Brigadier General Royal Reynolds, announced an increase in bed capacity at Kennedy General
Hospital for the second time within a week. The first increase added 500 beds, and the second,
another 400, bringing the total to 4,400 beds. Reynolds explained the rising casualties in the
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European theater caused by “German attacks” necessitated the increase. Additionally, he
expressed a dire need for more personnel, not only doctors and nurses, but also civilian workers.5
Once construction began on Kennedy General Hospital in 1942, Reynolds had become its
commanding officer. But in March 1945, he was released from his command due to illness. The
new commanding officer was Colonel Albert E. McEvers, a surgeon and former commanding
officer at Billings General Hospital at Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana. McEvers expressed his
opinion of the post in Memphis, “The hospital is in a most excellent state of organization, and is
surpassed by none in the proficiency of its medical care.”6 But like other employers in the city,
the hospital was feeling the strain of needing workers. The strain at Kennedy was likely
particularly acute because of the limited number of trained professionals available in the medical
field. While it might be safe to assume that workers feeling the tug of patriotism might be lured
from the city’s traditional hospitals to help the war wounded, another factor may also have come
into play with regard to the military facility – Memphians in the medical field could see that the
war was winding down and a job at Kennedy might not last much longer than the war itself.
Thus, Memphians already working in the healthcare industry may have been circumspect about
taking on what could prove to be temporary employment.
Later that spring, Memphians found ways to help the new waves of wounded coming to
the city. The “Heroes Phone Fund” was developed in April 1945 by the “three-way cooperation”
of Kennedy General Hospital’s military command, the Commercial Appeal, and Southern Bell
Telephone and Telegraph Company. The fund consisted of money donated by the public
enabling “battle casualties from overseas” at Kennedy General Hospital to make long-distance
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telephone calls to their families and loved ones. The Commercial Appeal printed the names of all
pledgers in the newspaper, and stressed that all contributions were welcome regardless of the
amount. The Red Cross members on duty managed the program under the guidance of the
commanding officers at the hospital.7
The Snowden School devised a unique way to reprimand schoolchildren and aid the fund.
Students were “fined” for chewing gum, and all “proceeds” were donated to the Heroes’ Phone
Fund. “Fines” contributed for May were $13.20. The class treasurer, Jean Thomas, said she was
sorry summer vacation had begun and it would be three months before any additional “fines”
were contributed to the soldiers.8
With the transition of peacetime economy evidently imminent, labor problems began to
flare in Memphis. An “unauthorized walkout” occurred at the Sefton Fibre Can Company on
January 17, 1945. After a two and a half cent an hour wage increase was given to assembly girls
and press operators by the War Labor Board, between 350 and 375 black employees left their
posts at the plant in protest. The plant was forced to halt production, because not enough laborers
and machine operators remained. Plant employees consisted of approximately one-third white
men, one-third white women, and one-third black men and women. William Haughey, plant
manager, said no white employees participated in the “walkout” and the black employees
“evidently felt discriminated against because of their race.” He further stated that no mediation
would be presented until they returned to their jobs. Otherwise, “disciplinary action” might be
taken.9 Most returned to their jobs the following day. Union officials agreed with the company’s
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advice for the workers to return.10 With labor resources at a premium in Memphis, AfricanAmerican workers understood that their complaints had to be heard and, to some degree,
resolved. It is unclear whether they achieved some additional compensation after their walkout or
were merely threatened with job losses. But the latter seems unlikely since they had stopped
production at the plant with the walkout. If they had received additional compensation, one must
wonder why it was not reported. The answer may be in the Jim Crow attitudes that prevailed in
Memphis at the time. If it became broader public knowledge that they had been given some sort
of raises or additional compensation, other African-Americans in essential war industries may
have responded similarly. Thus, the answer may well be that they were compensated only on the
condition that it was done confidentially. This would have been a small victory in the overall
scope of discriminatory labor practices, but it was one that those involved would doubtless recall
in years to come – there are circumstances where repressed minorities still have leverage. On the
other hand, the leverage may have been in the hands of the company in the form of expected
closing of some war production plants that would free up other workers. News of one such
closing became public just a few weeks later.
The Fisher Memphis Aircraft Division reduced its employees by approximately 1,800
when it cut out one of its three shifts. The plant’s contract with the War Department was
extended the previous year from July to December, which lessened its delivery rate. The
company was responsible for producing fuselages and wing parts for the B-25 Billy Mitchell
medium bombers. Representatives from the United States Employment Service were posted at
the plant to help employees find jobs at other war industry plants. Hugh M. Magevney, Jr., area
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director of the War Manpower Commission, felt confident that new positions could be located
for many of those laid off from the plant.11
The Women’s Bureau of the Department of Labor distributed a leaflet that explained the
impending competitiveness of the postwar job market. The leaflet, “Retool Your Thinking,”
encouraged women to excel at their jobs if they wanted to remain in the workforce in postwar
America. To elude the “postwar clearance,” the leaflet reminded women that an employer
“blackmarks the gossip, the absentee, the privilege squeezer, the clock watcher, and the
gadabout.” Employers would begin their labor “clearance” by ridding companies of women who
were “just getting by.” Moreover, women encountered layoffs due to “lack of seniority” as well
as returning veterans’ job placement.12
Labor problems were not the only headlines in Memphis early in 1945. Servicemen, and
to a lesser degree, civilians were treated to some star power in the city that year. USO shows are
generally thought of today as happening overseas, but stars did work on the home front as well
during the war. Servicemen and women were entertained at the Naval Air Technical Training
Center by movie star and comedian Bob Hope, and his traveling troupe, on February 6, 1945.
Hope began touring the world entertaining troops in March 1941. He explained they were going
strong and booked three months ahead. The shows were presented exclusively to Naval
personnel at the Center. The afternoon show was seen by approximately 17,000, but the
nighttime show, which was broadcast on the WMC radio station, had an audience limited to
1,200. Along with his amusing antics, Hope also introduced 1945’s Maid of Cotton, Miss Jennie
Erie Cox, of West Point, Mississippi. After the announcement of her crowning, she had
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accompanied him to the Center for the radio broadcast of his show. Following the show, Cox
began a ninety-day tour of the country promoting cotton and selling War Bonds.13 A few months
later, film star Basil Rathbone, accompanied by his wife, traveled to Memphis to entertain
soldiers at Kennedy General Hospital and Naval Hospital. The radio program “The Adventures
of Sherlock Holmes” aired on WHBQ in Memphis, and starred Rathbone.14
Entertaining the military personnel in Memphis certainly was not limited to celebrities.
Another club was organized by Memphians to entertain servicemen. The purpose of the
“Duration Club” was to give returning soldiers an “at home feeling” while relaxing and
socializing with others. Each weekly “informal” party was given in the home of one of its
members and offered games, listening to music, refreshments, and conversations. The members
planned barbecues, picnics, and other outdoor gatherings for patients at Kennedy Hospital, for
convalescent soldiers, and servicemen.15 During one outing, servicemen were treated to all-day
festivities at the plantation of J.O.E. Beck at Horseshoe Lake, Arkansas, to enjoy fishing,
horseback riding, boating, and swimming during the Memorial Day weekend. The patients
traveled to the lake in Red Cross station wagons and buses.16
The Shrine sponsored Hamid-Morton Circus returned to Memphis for a six-day
engagement on February 16, offering entertainment to the city and area servicemen, but also
raising money for local civic and national military charities. The circus offered two presentations
13
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daily with performing acts such as aerialists, bears riding motorcycles and roller-skating, clowns,
trained elephants, acrobats, and high-wire cyclists. As in the past, all proceeds benefitted the Red
Cross, the Convalescent School for Crippled Children, as well as other Shrine charities. Since
many patients at Kennedy General Hospital were physically unable to travel to the Auditorium,
the circus went to them. Obviously, many of the acts could not travel to the hospital, but those
who could, did. The motorcycle-riding bear, clowns, acrobats, some of the performing animals,
and many others entertained about 500 patients in the hospital’s gymnasium. Money raised by
the Shrine sponsored Hamid-Morton Circus for performances in Memphis during its third annual
presentation was a little more than $20,000, double that of 1944. Most of the money was given to
the Convalescent School for Crippled Children, but $2,500 was bestowed to the Red Cross War
Fund, and funds were also used for recreation and entertainment for men and women of the
Armed Forces.17
Memphians had come to expect a quick ending to the war in early 1945, but wartime
conservation was not abating quite yet. The War Production Board ordered a “brown-out” of all
“multi-colored outdoor display and window lights” effective on February 1, 1945. According to
the Light, Gas, and Water Commission chairman, the order was “effective everywhere,” not just
Memphis. A survey of the city was ordered to determine what measures were to be taken for
Memphis to comply with the WPB.18 The Memphis Light, Gas, and Water Commission
estimated the ordered citywide “brown-out” would save approximately 500,000 kilowatts of
power which was about one percent of the daily output in the city. Officials clarified that the
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order included all businesses and churches with any outdoor electrical or neon signs. Further,
they explained that appeals could be filed if they believed the order would cause any
“unreasonable hardship.”19 Local officials sometimes sent mixed signals about what they deemed
acceptable. The lighting allowed outside some theaters was deemed “insufficient” by city
officials. The “regulated 60 watt bulb” was not enough for safety, according to Fire Chief
O’Sullivan. More lights were ordered for the darkened entrances and exits of the theaters.
Additionally, Memphis Light, Gas, and Water authorities surveyed the city and turned off
outdoor lights of businesses that “failed to comply” with the order.20 This example of the
juggling of wartime demands of the federal government with local enforcement and the
compromises between the two was one of many. City officials tried throughout the war to
maintain a balance between federal regulators’ rulings and what actually was workable for
Memphians. But lighting restrictions were hardly the only way regulations were being felt.
In the decade after Prohibition ended, alcohol sales were still monitored in the city and in
some ways regulated arbitrarily. The City Licensing Commission decided that the 172 existing
retail liquor stores in Memphis was enough. No licenses for new establishments were to be
granted. The Commission declared all but one had renewed its license for 1945. There were nine
liquor wholesale businesses and all renewed their licenses. Additionally, all 635 establishments
selling beer renewed their licenses. Anyone who wanted to open a retail liquor store had to
purchase an existing store, by order of the Commission.21
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Federal regulations, too, figured into alcohol sales. As of February 26, the Memphis
Licensing Commission, as ordered by James F. Byrnes, War Mobilizer in Washington, D.C.,
declared there were to be “no sales or consumption of beer, or set-ups allowed in Memphis after
midnight.” Unfortunately for retailers, the ordered “curfew” affected nightclubs, bars, dance
halls, sports arenas, and any other establishment, public and private, that served alcohol. Any
enterprise discovered doing so “would be called before the Licensing Commission” and their
license would be revoked.22
Apparently, there were exceptions to the new midnight alcohol curfew decree handed
down by Byrnes. As instructed by the War Manpower Commission, establishments that were
open twenty-four-hours-a-day in the past, USO clubs, and “similar organizations” were exempt
from the order. Even eateries that formerly stayed open only a couple of hours past midnight
were obligated to close at midnight. However, another exception was possible. Those that stayed
open later hours to serve late-night war industry workers were encouraged to appeal to the area
director of the commission.23
On March 27, it was announced that seven eateries were granted exemptions from the
nationwide “midnight” curfew imposed by the War Manpower Commission. The restaurants
appealed the curfew based on their previous hours and clientele. Restaurant owners submitted
appeals to the Memphis Restaurant Association, and its Board of Directors sent eligibility
documentation to the WMC, which in turn, granted or denied exemptions. In most cases, the
restaurants closed at 2:00 a.m.24 The next day, fourteen additional restaurants were given
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exemptions by the commission. All met the eligibility criteria and received approval from the
Memphis Restaurant Association’s Board of Directors. According to the secretary of the
Association, Joe Alfonso, roughly seventy percent of the clientele of the exempt “suburban
restaurants and drive-in stands” clientele consisted of war industry workers. 25 Although the
twenty-one restaurants were allowed to remain open past midnight, they were prohibited from
serving beer or set-ups, and no jukeboxes or pinball machines on the premises could be used
after midnight. The extended hours were for only serving food.26
Just weeks later, Byrnes announced that the nationwide curfew and brownout orders were
to be canceled as soon as Germany was defeated. Moreover, he said the ration on some items
would be slowly lifted and availability of others increased prior to Japan’s defeat, specifically
gasoline allotments, but did not guarantee it. Byrnes also said the controls placed on prices,
wages, and manpower must continue until the country’s economy reverted to its peacetime
status. He suggested automobiles and refrigerators would become available upon Germany’s
defeat as well. Above all, he praised the American people for their sacrifices during wartime.27 In
his quarterly report, Byrnes made a request to fellow citizens to observe the impending V-E Day
“as a day of work and worship” and “that all Government agencies observe the spirit of this
request.”28 Memphians had scrimped, saved, cut back and done without for the war. But even as
new regulations were being considered, there was an indication that many of the wartime
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constraints were about to come to an end. It must have been a relief to citizens with bald tires and
sputtering refrigerators. One of the city’s biggest retailers would be there to help.
In early 1945, a Memphis retail institution was involved in educating the public on
soldiers’ lives, while also celebrating its long history in the city. Goldsmith’s Department Store
sponsored a one-week display presented by the branches of the Armed Forces detailing the
procedure involved with transporting wounded soldiers “from the battlefield to recovery.”
Housed in the store’s auditorium, the exhibit, “A Matter of Life and Death,” featured WAC
hospital technicians, Army nurses, cadet nurses, and Red Cross aides. It also detailed the vital
roles performed by the organizations and the desperate need for them in the country’s Army
hospitals.29 In March 1945, Goldsmith’s Department Store celebrated its seventy-fifth
anniversary as a Memphis owned and operated business. A grand party was given at the Peabody
Hotel for the hundreds of white employees and Mayor Chandler was asked to be one of the guest
speakers for the celebration. A dinner was given for the black employees the previous night at
Booker T. Washington High School. Chandler was not a speaker at their banquet.30 As the war
wound down, Memphians certainly were looking to get their lives back to normal. The
Goldsmith’s events may have shown how they looked at the world through different lenses. For
white Memphis, the hopes certainly turned toward a status quo ante-bellum, including the racial
divide that had been the norm. But for African-Americans, seeing newsreels detailing the horrors
of Germany’s “master race,” perhaps they understood that here was a chance to appeal to the
29
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conscience of the white community on matters of race. Those in attendance at the two
Goldsmith’s events surely had differing hopes for their lives after the war.
One of the city’s continuing health concerns during the war was venereal disease, and
Memphis health officials had a new weapon in that battle—antibiotics. The West Tennessee
Medical Center began administering injections to men infected with venereal disease with
“rapid, penicillin treatments.” Until that time, only women had been quarantined at the Center to
receive treatment for venereal disease. Men were sent to the Middle Tennessee Medical Center
in Nashville. The standard penicillin treatment, regardless of gender, for gonorrhea was twentyfour hours, and nine days for syphilis. Male patients were treated on a voluntary basis unless the
infection was discovered during a check by the City Court Clinic. The Center quarantined an
average of twenty-nine women a month between May 1943 and April 1944. However, from May
1944 to April 1945, the number increased dramatically to an average of 184 a month, with a
record high of 457 in March 1945.31 The Memphis and Shelby County Health Department’s
Venereal Disease Control Division reported 900 cases of infected men and women for the
month’s totals. All were taken to the West Tennessee Medical Center for treatment and
quarantine. Authorities claimed the increase in reported cases was due to Center’s recent
treatment program for men.32
During the war years, penicillin was available to civilians only through an emergency
order. In March 1945, that regulation was rescinded by the War Production Board. Retail
pharmacists and hospitals in Memphis purchased approximately 10,000 ampules of the drug. At
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that time, penicillin could only be administered through an injection and was also only available
with a doctor’s prescription.33
The treatment of venereal disease was only one of the area’s health issues in 1945. The
Maternal Welfare League, in cooperation with the Memphis and Shelby County Health
Department, offered classes to expectant mothers on pregnancy and newborn childcare. Caring
for a child and oneself during pregnancy is vital information for mothers at any time, but more
importantly during wartime when doctors and nurses are more limited on the home front. Classes
were open to all first-time expectant mothers one day every week at the University Center. The
League presented tutorials on nursing, hygiene, parental responsibility, prenatal care and its
importance, diet during pregnancy, and simpler tasks, such as, how to bathe a baby. The
Obstetrical Department of the University of Tennessee School of Medicine in Memphis
advocated the lecture series and all who completed the course received a certificate. The primary
objective of the lecture series was to reduce “the infant and maternal death rates” in Memphis
and Shelby County.34
The City Board of Education authorized the transfer of “all financial and administrative
responsibility” of the Convalescent School for Crippled Children to the Al Chymia Temple. The
name of the school was officially changed to the “Shriners’ Crippled Children’s School” on July
1, 1945. The Shriners organization was a primary benefactor of the school for its two-year
existence before the takeover of operations. Approximately sixty children were students at the
school. They traveled to and from school by way of a Shrine-donated bus customized to
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accommodate the necessary handicap equipment used by the students. Those whose handicaps
kept them from school were taught at home by teachers.35
Well before the war was over, the U.S. military had started selling its surplus materials
and Memphians had access to some nearby. The Army and Navy declared 1,000 airplanes as
“obsolete” and offered them for sale to the public. A portion of those planes, ranging from light
trainers to four-engine bombers, were stored and to be sold, by the Defense Plant Corporation at
McKellar Field in Jackson, Tennessee. They were sold on a “price tag basis.” Individuals were
invited to view and inspect the planes after March 31. Basically, the United States Armed Forces
would happily sell a used airplane to anyone who had the funds and wanted one.36 But, a
Memphian buying a surplus airplane was not guaranteed it could be flown. The disbursement of
aviation fuel was turned over to the Civil Aeronautics Administration from the Office of Price
Administration in early 1945. Unfortunately for the Defense Plant Corporation, pleasure and
sightseeing flights were canceled “for the duration.” That regulation could only hinder their sale
of the “obsolete” airplanes stored at McKellar Field. The only flights deemed vital by the CAA
were those categorized as “essential business, for student training or charter trips of war
necessity.” Unlike car gasoline, aviation gasoline did not require ration stamps. Each dealer
received a quarterly allotment based on previous usage, and purchasers were only instructed to
disclose the reason for their trip. Any violations resulted in being banned from purchasing
gasoline or dealer allotments being canceled “for the duration.”37 Certainly, Memphians dealt
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with many eye-rolling circumstances in their heavily regulated lives, but the opportunity to buy a
plane, but not fly it, must have elicited some chuckles.
In April, the city was again administering its most popular entertainment venues. The
Memphis Park Commission gave permission to the Memphis Ministers Association to conduct
Sunday night services at the Overton Park Shell. However, Memphis Open Air Theater declared
church services were to be concluded by 7:00 in the evening so as not to interfere with their
productions from July 1 until August 5. The services were “pushed back” and scheduled from
7:30 to 8:30 the previous year, following a prior compromise with MOAT. Members of the
association were upset that commercialism was given priority on the Sabbath. After presenting
their complaint to the Memphis Park Commission, the Association was instructed to “work
things out with the MOAT” since they rented the Shell from the city.38
John Vesey, chairman of the Memphis Park Commission, said that neither he, nor the
Commission, would interfere in the controversy between MOAT and the Memphis Ministers
Association concerning usage of the Shell during the summer play season. MOAT leased the
Shell every summer for six weeks at a price of $500 per week. The Shell was rented for church
services for $10 each Sunday, before and after the play season. Vesey explained that the
Memphis Ministers Association had to make arrangements with MOAT during their summer
season. He did offer the alternate city-owned venues of Crump Stadium and the Fairgrounds
Stadium, which were deemed impractical by the Association.39
A month later, the Memphis Ministers Association and MOAT reached an amenable
agreement concerning summer evening church services conducted at the Overton Park Shell.
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MOAT representatives conceded in allowing the services to be held although it interfered with
production rehearsals. The Association agreed to join forces by a petition directed to city
officials requesting another facility within Overton Park for use by MOAT on Sunday nights.40
Early in 1945, the city continued moving toward taking complete control of the
fairgrounds. The Memphis Park Commissioners voted to increase the fee paid to the city, by the
ride and device vendors at the fairgrounds, from twenty-five to thirty percent of their ride
receipts. New vendors would pay twenty-five percent the first year and thirty in the following
years. One of the commissioners, John Vesey, explained the increase was based on a survey of
rates charged at other amusement parks. Vesey was of the opinion that “the city should
eventually own and operate all park concessions and rides.” He added that more profits for the
city would benefit the citizens of Memphis.41 He also said that the city should buy all fairgrounds
concessions and rides as soon as the treasury allowed. In January, the city’s finances were
sufficient enough to purchase eight various rides and concessions from two vendors for a total of
$60,000. Receipts showed the eight concessions produced an income of just over $97,000 in
1944. There were still seventeen privately owned concessions, but Vesey said the city had
purchased all it could for the year. Other rides and concessions taken over by the city earned an
income of $174,000 for 1944 as compared to $59,000 in 1940 when they were privately
operated.42
The Memphis Park Commission added two new rides to the fairgrounds Amusement Park
for the 1945 season—the Moon Rocket and the Rolloplane. Vesey said more new games were
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added for the season as well. The park opened for the season on April 14, but was only open on
weekends until May 5 when the season’s regular hours began. As with all other entertainment
establishments, the park closed at midnight.43
Meanwhile, the city was starting a plan to further segregate city-owned amusements. The
first week of the Beale Street Amusement Park for Negroes was quite successful, according to
William H. Metcalf, manager of all park concessions for the Memphis Park Commission. The
small amusement park consisted of four rides and four concessions, but there were plans to
obtain more and expand the attraction on the recently purchased adjoining property. According
to Vesey, “Negro day at the Fairgrounds may be discontinued if popularity of the Beale Street
amusement center continues to mount.”44
Racial segregation figured too, in Memphians’ movie choices. Due to expressing “too
much familiarity between the races,” Brewster’s Millions was banned in Memphis theaters as
ordered by Lloyd T. Binford, chairman of the Memphis Board of Motion Picture Censors. He
said the movie was detrimental to “public welfare.” An actor, Eddie “Rochester” Anderson, a
well-known African-American actor, played a role in the movie that Binford believed presented
“too much social equality and racial mixture.” Moreover, he believed there were no racial issues
in Memphis and the movie would only encourage them.45 Binford also took issue with Louis
Armstrong’s New Orleans. When Binford said he would cut out Armstrong’s scenes, the movie
was not shown in Memphis. Further, he limited the scenes of MGM movies with Lena Horne to
those of her singing. His actions were ridiculed by some movie studio owners, as well as theater
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owners, and even members of Congress. However, many city officials and censorship boards in
southern cities adhered to his standard. Binford was appointed as chairman by Edward H. Crump
in 1928 and remained in that position until his retirement in 1955 at age eighty-five.46
Scouting was common in Memphis during the war years, but not surprisingly it was also
segregated. A campaign to raise $8,000 for building a camp for African-American Girl Scouts
was approved by the Community Fund and the Memphis Board of Supervision of Public
Solicitation of Funds, and indorsed by the chairman of the Inter-Racial Committee of the Girl
Scout Council of Memphis and Shelby County. The fundraising drive was slated to end on
February 28. The Girl Scout program was opened to blacks in 1942, but few facilities were
available to them. The girls’ camping experience was made possible in the past because the Boy
Scouts allowed them to use their facility. There were approximately 800 members in the black
Girl Scouts.47
Memphis Girl Scouts, in this case the white scouts, became involved in the babysitting
business in March 1944. The Girl Scout Council announced the formation of their Community
Service Bureau headquartered inside Bry’s Department Store in downtown Memphis. The new
bureau offered babysitting, helping in the children’s ward at hospitals, reading to and aiding with
the homebound ill, helping at church libraries, and acting as nature guides at parks. Members of
the Community Service Bureau were aged ten to eighteen, and only those aged fifteen to
eighteen were allowed to act as babysitters. Babysitter services cost twenty-five cents an hour
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and the scout had to have approval from the officials of the neighborhood Girl Scout Troop. Girl
Scouts of all ages were eligible to work making doughnuts at the USO centers.48
In the spring of 1945, another Memphis social institution—the “brain child” of T. Walker
Lewis — president of the YMCA, and other like-minded individuals, was finally realized. The
Memphis Union Mission, formed by forty-five Christian men, was designed as a facility to give
people “soap, soup, and salvation.” A representative from the Union Mission, Incorporated in
Charleston, West Virginia, declared, “the usual policy in missions is to clean up the persons
coming to them, feed them and then seek to convert them. Prayer doesn’t do much work on an
empty stomach.” The new establishment was to open in June 1945.49
On April 13, 1945, the headline for newspapers across the country, and many parts of the
world, announced the death of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt from the previous afternoon.
He died of a cerebral hemorrhage in Warm Springs, Georgia, April 12, while on a “three-week
rest.” Roosevelt died around 3:30 in the afternoon and Vice President Harry S. Truman was
sworn in as the thirty-second President approximately two and a half hours later at the White
House. Upon hearing of her husband’s death, Mrs. Roosevelt declared, “I am more sorry for the
people of the country and the world than I am for us.”50
Memphis and Shelby County schools held a memorial service to honor the President on
the day following his death. All schools were dismissed following the service. Catholic schools
were also closed. Judge Marion S. Boyd ordered the closing of the Federal Court in Memphis,
but the Post Offices remained open since there was no Federal Postal regulation declaring
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otherwise. Mayor Chandler asked that all businesses close during the funeral service and that all
flags be flown at half mast.51 Memphian Nancy Bonds Dewbre was in junior high school when
Roosevelt died. She said, “We didn’t go to school that day. We had a memorial service. I
remember them playing ‘Taps’ and that got to me.”52
Memphis regarded the news of the President’s death as a national tragedy. Many local
politicians made statements to the press. Edward H. Crump viewed his death as “a great shock.”
He further stated, “He died a great soldier in defense of the whole world for peace. His death is
an irreparable loss to America.” Judge Camille Kelley of the Juvenile Court expressed her
sorrow concerning his death, and added, “The challenge is this: That instead of carrying on with
Roosevelt, we carry on for Roosevelt.” Memphis and Tennessee commissioners, judges, sheriffs,
businessmen, congressmen, senators, and citizens all expressed a public outcry of grief.53
Interestingly, Crump had been at a meeting with Roosevelt in Washington just a few
weeks earlier. Roosevelt did not want Senator Kenneth McKellar to win his bid for reelection in
1946 and asked Crump to withdraw his support. McKellar was “no longer the progressive he
once had been.” The country would soon have to deal with matters of “postwar reconstruction”
and Roosevelt wanted a Congress filled with progressive reasoning. Although Crump shared
some of Roosevelt’s opinions concerning McKellar’s record, he would not abandon McKellar.54
Certainly, Roosevelt may have been concerned about McKellar’s lapsing progressive views, but
perhaps McKellar’s pork barrel successes for Memphis also figured into Roosevelt’s frustration
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with the Tennessee senator. Crump’s most powerful ally in Washington had been particularly
successful in bringing war industries to the city and had finally received the go-ahead on a new
steel bridge across the Mississippi River at the height of wartime metals conservation. While
Roosevelt had presumably gotten what it wanted from Crump’s senator in return – strong support
for policies, impressive war bond sales and the key votes in the 1944 election – perhaps the
president did not need the pushy solon demanding more in the postwar years.
Saturday, April 14, 1945, was a national day of mourning, as proclaimed by President
Truman. His first proclamation as the new President set aside a day for Americans “to gather
during the day at their places of worship and pay homage” to President Roosevelt. During the
funeral, government offices were closed, but the WPB asked war industries to continue,
declaring that was the best way to demonstrate respect for Roosevelt. His loss was felt around
the world. British Prime Minister Winston Churchill dismissed Parliament as a sign of respect,
Mexico declared a three-day mourning period, and the Chinese government set aside “a threeminute silence period” which was identical to the weekly honor paid to their “greatest national
figure, Sun Yat-sen.”55 Crowds converged on the American embassy in Rio de Janeiro and
conveyed their condolences for a man they had never met, but “who had in some way touched
their lives” because “he had thought of the little man” with “his message of a fair society.”56
However, not all were saddened by Roosevelt’s death. Joseph Goebbels, Nazi Germany’s
Minister of Propaganda, telephoned Adolf Hitler and said, “My Führer, I congratulate you!
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Roosevelt is dead. It is written in the stars that the second half of April will be the turning-point
for us.”57
When some Memphians were asked about President Roosevelt’s death, W. Lewis Wood,
Jr. said, “His death when victory in World War II was in sight upset me, especially because he
would not be alive to receive credit for the total effort.”58 Hamill B. Carey said, “He was next to
God!”59 Nancy Bonds Dewbre said, “He was the only president I had ever known. When he died,
I just thought, ‘Well, what are we going to do now?’”60 Peggy Jo Welch Williamson said, “I was
very disturbed when he died. It was like a relative had died.”61
Most businesses in Memphis were closed on the “day of mourning.” All beer sales and
playing of jukeboxes were banned by City Officials. Food retailers were only closed for a half
hour, from 3:00 until 3:30. City and county government offices were closed. Many drug stores,
barbershops, florists, restaurants, jewelers, and movie theaters were closed. Some were closed
during the time of the funeral, and others were closed until 6:00 in the evening. All planned
activities were canceled by the Park Commission, and the Fairgrounds Amusement Park was
closed. The exception was war production plants. All continued production, but observed a
moment of silence during the time of the funeral. The day after the formal service, Memphians
held a public memorial service at the Auditorium where Mayor Chandler presented the eulogy.62
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Perhaps because city officials saw the war winding down, they could focus on local
projects. For the fifth consecutive year, Memphis won the award for the national “Clean Up, Fix
Up, Paint Up Week” contest. The award ceremony served as a kickoff for the 1945 campaign
with an added incentive, “a more beautiful Memphis for the boys to come home to” served as a
theme at the luncheon.63
That May, Mayor Chandler issued a proclamation encouraging Memphians to defend
their title of “The Quietest Modern City In The World.” During Noise Abatement Week April
29-May5, citizens were urged to lower the volume, or turn off, radios and phonographs, limit
honking car and truck horns, and to make construction and repair venues as quiet as possible. He
also reminded the people that war workers needed rest, because a healthy, well-rested employee
was more productive, which in turn, aided the war effort.64
On May 1, the “Courtesy and Better Conduct” campaign began in the black communities
of Memphis. Endorsed by Mayor Chandler and Professor E.L. Washburn, president of the Negro
Division of the Memphis Youth Service Council, the program was an effort to promote good
social behavior among black youths. Courtesy, respect, manners, clean speech, good
sportsmanship, and moral behavior were the basic tenets encouraged by the campaign. The
publicity committee used flyers, newspaper articles, and radio announcements to reach as many
individuals as possible. Additionally, ministers around the city were asked to include the benefits
of the program in sermons on May 6, which was designated as “Courtesy and Better Conduct
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Sunday.” Black schools in Memphis got on board with the campaign by organizing an essay
contest from May 1 until May 15.65
The “Courtesy and Better Conduct” campaign was stoked in the pulpits of approximately
150 black ministers in Memphis. Many students heard those sermons and took part in the essay
contest sponsored by the program. Cash prizes of $10 and $5 were offered for the two best high
school essays and winners in elementary schools were awarded $7.50, $3, and $2 prizes. The
Home Committee of the Negro Division of the Memphis Youth Service Council visited parents,
civic, and social clubs to encourage improved conduct “on public vehicles and public assembly
places.” An endeavor to promote sportsmanship and “to teach youth to play the game of life
fairly” was launched by the Division’s Recreation Committee.66
Just more than two weeks after the passing of Roosevelt, Memphians heard the news of
another significant wartime death. Adolf Hitler, and his wife of little more than a day, Eva
Braun, committed suicide on April 30, 1945. After the two married on April 28, they held a
small party in the bunker where they had taken refuge. Hitler wrote a will that stated why he
chose to remain in Berlin even though the Soviets had invaded and held most of the city. He said,
“and there to choose death voluntarily … I die with a joyful heart.” He also wrote of Eva’s
impending suicide, that she “would go to her death with me at her own wish as my wife.” Hitler
poisoned his “beloved” German Shepard, Blondi, and shot his two other dogs. He said a final
good-bye to his staff and comrades in the bunker, and a few hours later, he shot himself. Eva
killed herself with poison. Both were doused with gasoline and burned in the Chancellery garden
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by a final order from Hitler.67 Memphis would learn these details over time, but the war was not
over yet.
News of Hitler’s death triggered hope across the United States that the war in Europe
would soon end. Memphians prepared for the impending V-E Day. Churches readied for sober,
prayer-filled celebrations, while retailers and government offices planned closures. The larger
department stores announced they would “close immediately” if the victory occurred during
regular store hours, and close the following day if news was reported at night. Liquor stores
would close for twenty-four hours and beer-selling establishments would stop sales, according to
Commissioner Joseph Boyle.68
President Truman announced Germany’s surrender on May 8. “V-E Day” had finally
arrived. The formal unconditional surrender of Germany was on May 7 at Allied Headquarters in
Reims, France. Germany’s representative was Hitler’s senior military adviser, Generaloberst
(colonel-general) Alfred Jodl. From 1939 until 1945, he served as the chief of the operations
staff for the High Command of the German Armed Forces. Ultimately, he was arrested for
committing war crimes. He was convicted and hanged in Nuremberg. Jodl claimed he knew
nothing about concentration camps, but he remained loyal to Hitler until his death. He was
absolved of those crimes by a West German de-Nazification court in 1953.69
Memphians heaved a huge sigh of relief, but knew the war was not yet won. The war in
the Pacific had yet to end. Still, there was reason to celebrate. Prearranged victory plans were put
into motion. Stores closed, but churches were brimming with thousands of people offering
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prayers of thanks. The police and fire departments had 400 men on duty to handle any crowds or
demonstrations, but there were none. Police reported no arrests for drunkenness or disorderly
conduct. Captain E.L. McCarthy declared, “I have never seen a Sunday that was quieter than
today.” Downtown establishments filled storefront windows with American flags to demonstrate
their happiness and gratitude. With the Mayor’s approval, the American Legion announced the
city’s official celebration of V-E Day would occur on Sunday afternoon, May 13 at the Overton
Park Shell.70 Brigadier General A.M. Gurney, chief of staff of the Second Army, presided over
the service. His speech detailed events from Normandy Beach to the fall of Germany. He, along
with Mayor Chandler, praised not only those servicemen and women fighting in the war and at
home, but also the USO, war industry workers, civil defense workers, and volunteers on the
home front, especially Memphians.71
The Seventh War Loan Drive began in Memphis on May 14, 1945 with a quota of
$32,500,000. The 4,000-plus army of Memphis and Shelby County volunteers were filled with
fervor, spurred by the motto, “Objective: Tokyo-home!” One tenet of the bond-selling plan was a
door-to-door campaign encompassing households and businesses in the city and county.72 Given
their history for selling bonds, there was no doubt that Memphis and Shelby County citizens
would meet and then exceed their goal, as they had in the previous six drives. In the other drives,
over $227,545,868 was raised by selling bonds. However, that figure does not include bonds sold
outside the drives, or the thousands of War Savings Stamps sold in the area. According to
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Doddridge Nichols, chairman of the local War Savings Bond campaign, an estimated $2,000,000
worth of bonds were sold during each of the “nondrive months” for an additional $73,000,000.
Memphians also generously gave over $2,000,000 to the Red Cross Fund during their annual
campaigns.73
Gerber’s Department Store purchased $280,000 worth of War Bonds, which gave the
drive a much needed boost. As of June 6, only $15,374,162 worth of bonds had been sold. The
Seventh War Loan Drive was scheduled to end on June 30, 1945, and volunteers had yet to raise
half the $32,500,000 quota. Gerber’s employees helped with the drive by selling bonds as well.
As an added incentive, each employee received “play money” representing the amount of bonds
they sold. An auction of “hard-to-get wartime items,” such as bacon, lipstick, cigarettes, hose,
and chocolate bars, was held and items were bid on with the “play money.” Another auction was
to be held at the conclusion of the bond drive.74
Sales lagged somewhat through the latest bond campaign, but as of June 26, Memphis
and Shelby County residents had exceeded their quota for the Seventh War Loan Drive by nearly
$3,000,000; however, they lacked about that amount to meet their quota for “E” bond sales. The
deadline for sales was June 30.75 However, the deadline for “E” quota sales was extended by a
week.76 When the extended deadline arrived, the quota was not only met, but exceeded. The
quota amount for “E” bond sales was $9,000,000 and $9,120,976.25 worth of bonds were sold.
Additionally, the overall bond sales had increased significantly during the extra week. The quota
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of $32,500,000 was surpassed with a new total of $53,898,391.75. The Seventh War Loan Drive
for Memphis and Shelby County was definitely a success.77
Also aiding in bonds sales was a celebration for an African-American war hero. “Captain
Luke Weathers’ Day” was celebrated on Beale Street June 25, 1945. Approximately 20,000
African-Americans lined the streets to greet the hero ace pilot, and events surrounding the
homecoming produced more than $125,000 in bond sales. The “Mayor of Beale Street,”
Matthew Thornton, Sr., presented the “key to Beale Street” to Weathers. After the celebration, a
dance was held at the Beale Avenue Auditorium where the festivities continued with dancing to
music provided by the Naval Air Station Orchestra. Weathers flew 112 missions and received the
Distinguished Flying Cross and an Air Medal with seven clusters for his service as a fighter
pilot. Upon his return from overseas, he worked as a flight instructor at the Tuskegee Institute in
Alabama.78
Heroes were not only found on the battlefields during the war. They were also found in
little villages of England. An African-American soldier from Memphis, First Sergeant Henry C.
Ray, helped rescue a toddler from drowning in an emergency water tank in Renfrew, England.
The town authorities sent a letter to Sergeant Ray’s mother conveying their gratitude for his
heroic actions.79
Many students left high school to join the Armed Forces, and others to join the
workforce. Regardless of the reason, the number of public high school graduates was at an all-
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time low since the war began. The total number of graduates for 1945 was 1,196 for the six white
high schools, and 527 for the two black high schools. All graduation ceremonies for the public
high schools were held at Ellis Auditorium on various nights.80
Perhaps to distract younger children from some of the more grim war news, the
Commercial Appeal, in cooperation with the Memphis Park Commission and the Memphis Zoo,
planned a contest around the impending arrival of its two newest residents from Africa —
giraffes. Applicants could be no older than ten years and reside in Shelby County. The winner
received a $25 War Bond and an invitation to the naming ceremony.81 In June, the new additions
to the Memphis Zoo were formally named at a ceremony held in front of their Mid-South abode.
“Poky” and “Dot” were so-named by an eight-year-old girl, Marilyn Levy. Miss Levy’s award
was presented by Mayor Chandler. Chandler told the ceremony crowd that ‘Poky’ should “arrive
soon,” which he did on October 18.82
The Commercial Appeal sponsored another contest for children. It was prompted by the
movie, “Son of Lassie” which was to open at the Loew’s Palace Theater in June. All entrants
were to write a letter to the newspaper explaining why they wanted a dog like Lassie. There was
no age requirement for the fifty-word, or less, letter. Eleven-year-old Juanita Tucker won a collie
puppy and tickets to “Son of Lassie.” Her letter was judged the best of nearly 5,000 received.83
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That summer there were indications that home life might be beginning to change in
Memphis. The City Building Inspector, Fred W. Davis, reported the purchase of 627 building
permits in May 1945 for construction estimated at $949,621. That was $594,975 more than the
allowed amount for May 1944. For the first five months of 1945, 2,663 permits were issued for
estimated construction costs of $3,268,712, $887,397 more than the same time the previous
year.84
In June 1945, the federal government finally released some of the restrictions on air
conditioning units for civilian use. W.F. Slater Engineering Corporation was a distributor for
Carrier and Lennox air conditioning, refrigeration, and furnace products. Through the war years,
the company was mandated to service the Army Air Forces and ordnance plants. While it
continued to do work for the government after the restrictions were loosened, the company
informed the public that it allowed for civilian air conditioning products.85
The Dixie Steel Manufacturing Company began its conversion to the civilian sector in
early 1945. The company first opened for business making pressurized tanks and steel plate work
in January 1941, but began manufacturing goods exclusively for the war industry six months
later. Its first war contract was with the Wolf Creek Ordnance Plant. The company’s president,
E.H. Gill, declared they were welcoming requests for “peacetime orders.”86
Another company making the transition from war industry to the civilian market was the
Chrom-O-Lite Company. The company was established in October 1943 as the Aircraft ElectroPlating and Machine Works. The company’s newest advertised “civilian” product was
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“modernistic and durable” aluminum-tubular plated chairs styled similarly to the steel-tubular
chairs and tables already in production. The steel furniture was manufacturing on a “limited
scale” due to the availability of metals and the amount required. Each steel chair required nine
pounds of tubing whereas each aluminum chair needed only three pounds. The company’s future
plans included coordinating dinette tables for the aluminum chairs similar to those already in
production for the steel tubular chairs.87
The Chickasaw Ordnance Works announced a reduction in “several hundred” members
of its personnel. Manufacturing less of “one particular item” was cited as the reason behind the
scaling down of labor, however, the item was not specified. The Army officer in command,
Captain B.B. Williams, declared the normal turnover of labor for the next month would almost
accomplish the needed cutback of personnel. Additionally, the company ceased hiring of new
personnel “until the adjustment” was completed.88
National Fireworks Incorporated plant manager Ed Luce previously stated that there were
contracts from the Navy that would keep the facility occupied “for two or three years after the
war ends,” but the company announced it would cease production and close the facility “on or
about” June 30. The company had plans for converting the plant for peacetime industry, but had
yet to reveal any details. Luce said specifics of the transformation would not be released until
September, but he intimated that the company was considering conversion to a chemical plant. It
was the first “major war industry” in Memphis to order a halt in production. The closing was
ordered because of the “general reduction and cutbacks in the armament program.”
Approximately 100 employees would remain on the payroll during the summer months, and
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representatives from the United States Employment Service would aid those released in
acquiring new positions with other companies in the area. According to the Employment Service,
upon the closing of the plant, immediate jobs were available “for every man and most of the
women.” The closing of the plant was postponed by the Navy Department until July 24. Since it
began war munitions manufacturing in March 1942, the plant produced in excess of 100,000,000
shells by “assembling, loading, and fusing antiaircraft shells and incendiary bombs.” Luce was
transferred as manager at the Bristol, Virginia, location, but temporarily remained in Memphis to
help with the transition of the company to peacetime production.89
Food rationing had not abated yet, however it hit one Memphis industry hard the summer
of 1945. Memphis restaurateurs were hit with a twenty percent reduction in food allotments for
their businesses by the OPA beginning July 1. According to officials of the Memphis Restaurant
Association, eateries would receive only fifty-two percent of the points allotted the previous
year. Moreover, coupled with point value reductions, they would only be allowed about fortythree percent of the food supplies obtained the previous year. The Executive Council of the
Association believed a way to combat being forced out of business was for all members to close
their establishments for a two-week period. There were approximately 485 eateries in Memphis,
and of those, 217 were members of the Association. A meeting was planned for June 19 at the
Gayoso Hotel for all to attend, member or not, to consider the practicality of the plan. Mayor
Chandler requested the Association “stagger” the weeks of the proposed plan allowing for only
twenty-five percent to be closed at a time, thereby allowing Memphians a place to eat out in the
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city. A spokesman for the Association stated members were concerned about losing clientele to a
“neighbor place if closing days differed.”90
Sixty restaurateurs attended a meeting at the Gayoso Hotel on June 19, to discuss the
proposed two-week closing of restaurants. Those who took part in the meeting agreed to remain
open and “do the best they can” until food supply restrictions improved. However, they
appointed a committee to survey increased supply costs and to petition the OPA concerning price
ceilings that were set in December 1941.91
By midway through the summer of 1945, the war in Europe was over, but serious
fighting continued in the Pacific. Memphians by then surely must have wondered how much
longer their lives would be affected by the necessities of war.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN
“That Bell Rang Without Ceasing”
With the war effort focused solely on Japan in mid-1945, most Memphians stayed close
to home to celebrate Independence Day. Not only were rations still in effect, but also the holiday
fell on a Wednesday.1 The Fairgrounds Amusement Park provided entertainment for some of
those Memphians who chose not to travel for the Independence Day celebration. Revenue for the
day was $6,012 and was the highest the park had experienced during the year.2
The Fresh Air Fund Camp sponsored by the Commercial Appeal sent eighty boys to
Camp Pine Lodge at Shiloh National Park for two weeks in July 1945. The Camp featured
numerous activities for the boys, such as hiking, arts and crafts, and swimming in a pool that was
fed by a natural spring. The annual Golden Gloves boxing matches, sponsored by the newspaper,
funded the camps. Boys attending were required to bring only clothes and a blanket. All other
needs were furnished. Boys, ages nine to fifteen, were eligible for the camp, and were chosen by
members of the YMCA, the Wesley House, and the Family Welfare Association. A YMCA
official directed the camp with the assistance of trained supervisors and a dietician. The
Commercial Appeal also sponsored camps for girls, and African-American boys and girls.3
Later in July, a soccer game was played inside the camp compound at the Memphis Army
Services Forces Depot to benefit the American Red Cross. A charity fundraiser was not
uncommon, especially during the war. However, this charity soccer game was organized and
played by German prisoners of war stationed at the camp. The game was not open to the public.
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All involved, players, referees, and spectators, were prisoners of war. The price of admission was
paid with coupons, which were redeemed at the depot’s Post Exchange, converted into a check,
and sent to the provost general. It was then forwarded to the American Red Cross Headquarters
in Washington, D.C. Prisoner of war rulings allowed them to contribute to charities, like the
American Red Cross. They were paid eighty cents a day, not in cash, but in coupons redeemable
at their camp canteen. However, coupons were only redeemable for items of necessity, like
toothbrushes, not for luxury items, such as candy, soda, or cigarettes. Proceeds from the German
prisoners’ game raised $4,787.37.4
As the number of veterans in Memphis grew, those who needed assistance with benefits,
compensation, or medical care information went to the Veterans’ Contact Unit at the Federal
Building. However, a regional office of the Veterans Administration was opened in the Sterick
Building in July 1945. The new office handled most veteran’s affairs “except the final
adjudication of compensation claims.” The new office also offered medical examinations, which
in the past, required veterans to visit an office on Lamar, or travel to the Nashville or
Murfreesboro offices.5 Additionally, Roane Waring, president of the Memphis Street Railway
Company, was appointed as chairman of the Businessmen’s Committee On Veterans’ Problems.
The purpose of the organization was to publicize the efforts and benefits offered by the Memphis
and Shelby County Veterans’ Advisory Committee, which became known as “One-StopService.” Waring told Chamber of Commerce members they should “urge” business owners and
managers to notify the committee of any jobs available within their companies.6
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Perhaps one of the most terrifying health concerns for Memphians was an outbreak of
polio and the city was hit again in 1945.The Isolation Hospital at John Gaston Hospital in
Memphis reported twenty-five cases of polio in early July. Two of those were in critical
condition awaiting delivery of “electrical equipment and wool for hot packs” from the National
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis in New York. Dr. S.L. Wadley, director of the Division of
Communicable Diseases from the Memphis and Shelby County Health Department, reported five
West Tennessee counties had been effected by the epidemic: Carroll, Decatur, Hardeman,
Hardin, and Henderson.7
By July 12, there were thirty-six patients at the Isolation Hospital suffering from polio.
However, the hospital allowed only twenty-five beds for patients from other counties in the
isolation ward and a few patients were literally treated in the halls. The nurses and attendants
were overworked, but the American Red Cross offered its assistance by offering to send up to
eight nurses, based on availability. Only two patients were from Memphis and Shelby County.
The remaining patients were from other counties in West Tennessee, primarily Henderson
County, which had the most victims. The hospital sent a request to the Memphis and Shelby
County Health Department asking that no more non-local patients be admitted “until at least nine
of the present patients have been discharged.” The Isolation Hospital was the only facility in
West Tennessee equipped to treat polio, and officials stressed that only emergency cases would
be admitted. With reported cases of polio in eleven additional counties, health officials said it
was the “most serious” outbreak of polio in Tennessee since 1941.8
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To aid with the onslaught of polio victims, the Crippled Adults’ Hospital and the
Crippled Children’s Hospital offered up to 40 additional beds to be used for patients suffering
from the disease outside Shelby County. On July 17, Dr. R.H. Hutcheson, state health
commissioner, announced there were seventy reported polio victims in the state since January 1.
More than half those contracted the disease since the end of June. The National Foundation for
Infantile Paralysis offered funds to the state to aid in fighting the outbreak. The Tennessee Health
Department and the Red Cross’s Southeastern Area Office in Atlanta sent fifteen nurses to assist
with patient care.9
A 20-bed hospital unit was opened on July 23, in Lexington, Tennessee, to help with the
overflow of polio patients in West Tennessee. The Conger Clinic, which had been vacant since
1942 when the owner-physician of the facility entered the Army, was dusted off and operated
and supervised by Red Cross nurses from Atlanta. As of July 21, there were seventy-nine
reported cases of polio in the state,10 and by the end of August, there were 221 cases. Thirty-six
of those cases were treated at the Isolation Hospital, eleven of which were from Shelby County.
As the year progressed, more and more counties throughout the state reported cases.11 By the end
of October, the number of cases in the state had increased to 401,12 and by the end of the year,
there were forty-six cases in Memphis and Shelby County. Oddly, a new regulation from the
Tennessee Department of Public Health for Communicable Disease was implemented January 1,
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1946. Diseases that had concerned the community and officials in the Memphis and Shelby
County area during the war years were removed from the quarantine list and those infected were
not required to stay home from work or school. Meningitis, polio, and scarlet fever were among
the communicable diseases listed.13
Dr. Duane Carr of the University of Tennessee College of Medicine said during a speech
at the Engineer’s Club that there were 3,500 reported cases of tuberculosis in Memphis, and
35,000 throughout the state. According to Carr, the most successful treatment of the disease
involved “rest, relaxation, and collapsing of the lungs” in many cases. Treatment for the disease
cost the state an estimated $27,000,000 annually. He also lauded the Memphis and Shelby
County mobile unit for detection of the disease.14 A groundbreaking ceremony on November 7
initiated the construction of the new West Tennessee Tuberculosis Hospital in Memphis. The
estimated cost of the seven-story 400-bed facility was $2,443,000. The hospital was state owned
and funded.15
As the war wound down, the future of public transportation in the city was changing. In
July 1945, the Memphis Street Railway Company and the City of Memphis negotiated terms and
came to an agreement. The contract between the two was extended twenty years to 1965. It took
effect on the expiration date of the existing contract, November 20, 1945. Some of the terms
included a payment of six percent of the gross receipts, rail lines were “to be converted to
electric coach or motor bus lines” when restrictions allowed, but within two and a half years,
13
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repaving of some streets and replacement of rails, and to build shelters at stops having large
groups of people. There were quite a few additional tenets to the agreement, but in essence, the
Memphis Street Railway Company was not to be purchased by the city any time soon.16
In May 1944, Commissioner Joseph Boyle announced he would retire once the city
acquired the Memphis Street Railway Company. Almost fourteen months later, the city and the
Memphis Street Railway Company signed an agreement that extended the company’s franchise
for twenty years. It was not the outcome Boyle anticipated or necessarily wanted, but a deal
between the two was finalized. After the franchise meetings concluded, he was asked about his
retirement statement. He simply said he had “no comment to make.”17
The Yellow Bus Lines replaced four buses that had traveled as many as 250,000 miles,
with new forty-passenger vehicles. The bus company transported approximately 5,000
passengers a day throughout the city with eight routes, some of which traveled as many as
twenty-eight round trips daily. The company also boasted improvements to its terminal. Air
conditioning was added for customer comfort and two police officers were on duty “during peak
hours” to maintain order.18
R.L. Polk and Company had printed the Memphis City Directory for years, except in
1943 due to shortages in labor and material. However, the 1944-45 directory was delivered with
many new additions to its pages. The new directory listed 750 businesses, 178,480 names, and
1956 pages, which was 112 more than the previous edition. Approximately fifty Polk employees
compiled the lists of businesses, names, heads of households, marital status, and a myriad of
16

Sigafoos, 209; see also, “Streetcar Company Granted Franchise With Tax Increase,” Commercial Appeal, 12 July
1945.
17

“‘Ambition Realized’, Will Boyle Resign?” Commercial Appeal, 12 July 1945.

18

“New Equipment Now Rolling On Yellow Bus Line Routes,” Commercial Appeal, 23 July 1945.

296

additional information. One added feature in the 1944-45 edition was a notation by the names of
men and women who served in the military.19 The directory was illustrating what must have been
obvious to Memphians – the city was growing in many ways.
That July, General Motors announced the production of automobiles in their Oldsmobile
division for the fall of 1945. The “1946 models” would not be a revamping of the 1942
automobiles, according to S.E. Skinner, vice president of the company. Added features were to
include “hydramatic drive” which eliminated the clutch pedal and allowed for “fully automatic
shifting through four forward speeds” not unlike those used on Army tanks. General Motors
manufactured cannon, shells, and other munitions for the Army and Navy forces, but received
War Production Board authorization to produce “a limited number of cars” during continued war
industry production. Skinner said that increased production of the new models would begin as
soon as materials and labor allowed “after the defeat of Japan.”20
In July 1944, the Missouri Portland Cement Company of St. Louis had announced the
construction of a new plant in Memphis. The multi-million dollar endeavor was to be the only
one of its kind in the area. The proposed plan involved manufacturing four types of cement, and
servicing a variety of businesses and construction enterprises. The company expected to be
operational for the postwar market. However, a year later, fueled by public protests concerning
the possibility of cement dust, the construction plans changed. Instead of building a cement
factory on Chelsea Avenue, the company decided to erect a distribution warehouse on Wolf
River. Product materials were to be transported by river barge from the plant in St. Louis, then
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packed and shipped from the Memphis warehouse. The sand and gravel division of the company
was to remain at the Chelsea Avenue location.21
Commissioner Joseph Boyle announced that members of the police and fire departments,
from the “highest ranking chiefs down to the newest rookies,” were to receive a fifteen-dollar a
month pay increase to help with the cost of living, effective August 15. It was the third salary
bump since Boyle took command. Additionally, he said there were ample funds in both
departments to compensate the raises for the year “without additional appropriations.”22 On the
heels of the pay raise granted to the Memphis Police and Fire Department personnel, the same
fifteen-dollar-a-month increase was given to members of the Shelby County Sheriff’s
Department. The raise was effective as of August 1, 1945.23
Memphis police had one new crime to keep them busy that summer. A large crop of
marijuana was found in the city in July. Grown among the “Victory Gardens,” a small plot, 1,225
square feet, of marijuana plants was discovered by Special Investigator Clifford J. West. Two
men were arrested as “farmers” of the crop and police were searching for two additional men and
a women who they believed were also involved. The drug was allegedly cultivated, dried, and
shipped to neighboring Louisiana and Mississippi, by mail and in person. According to West,
one marijuana cigarette cost fifteen cents prior to the war. He estimated the discovered crop was
worth approximately $20,000. Moreover, he claimed that it was “one of the most dangerous” of
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all narcotics, causing a user to “go temporarily crazy, arouse his sexual appetites, and destroy his
moral fiber.”24
Memphis had won the award for “quietest city” in its population class, 250,000 to
500,000, for three years in a row. However, in 1945, Memphis was awarded the prize for being
the quietest city in the nation. It was the first time an overall award was given. The National
Noise Abatement Council was apprised of all the noise ordinances imposed by the City Council
to subdue, and at times, cut out completely, “unnecessary noise” in the city, as well as the many
city-promoted contests and ad campaigns. The president of the organization in New York said,
“Memphis tops all cities, regardless of size.”25
Lloyd T. Binford, chairman of the Memphis Board of Motion Picture Censors, along with
the other two members of the Council, banned four movies from Memphis theaters in 1945:
along with Brewster’s Millions, for its nod to racial equality, Dillinger, The Southerner, and
Dead End. Dillinger and Dead End were deemed to promote criminal activity, the latter
especially toward the youth. The Southerner portrayed Southerners as “illiterate mendicants.”
Although Dead End was shown in Memphis theaters a few years before, the Council considered
it inappropriate to view by “the youth of today.” Humphrey Bogart’s character counsels a group
of boys in the methods of “gang fighting.” The Council felt there was enough delinquent
behavior without the added encouragement portrayed in motion pictures. The producer of The
Southerner hired a lawyer and threatened to sue the Council for banning the film from Memphis
theaters. Binford and the members of the Council relented and allowed the movie to be shown.
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Claiming he was not intimidated by the prospective lawsuit, Binford said since theaters across
the river in West Memphis showed it in their theaters, Memphis theater owners should not be
“deprived” of revenue because of their ruling.26
Binford’s authority was not limited to the white theaters of Memphis. In the spring of
1945, African-American theaters were added to the membership of the Censor Board. One of the
first African-American film casualties of Binford’s censorship hatchet was A Woman Is A Fool
starring an all-black cast. Movie patrons complained to the Board about the film and described it
as “vulgar and unfit to be shown to juvenile or even adult audiences.” The movie was
immediately banned.27 In December, the City Commission approved an increase in salary for
Binford. His compensation was raised from $25 a month to $200. He reportedly reviewed
between ten and fourteen movies each week and spent more than $25 a month for stenographic
supplies and postage. Binford claimed he personally answered every letter he received
concerning movies banned by the Board of Censors. The other two censor board members
received no raise and continued to be paid $25 a month.28
The war in Europe may have been over, but Memphians doubted its chief instigator was
gone for good. The Commercial Appeal conducted an August survey among Memphians as to
whether or not they believed Adolf Hitler was dead. Ten names were chose randomly from the
telephone book, and of those ten, all stated the belief that he was not. Reasons ranged from,
“He’s mean enough to have gotten out of his jam,” to “he’s gotten a good disguise, probably
26
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killed some man and assumed his identity.” Others believed he escaped to Argentina,
Switzerland, Japan, or even America. Overall, those surveyed found it difficult to believe that
Hitler would commit suicide after all he had done to the world.29
Two days after Memphians were polled on the death of Hitler, they got startling news.
On August 7, newspapers were filled with stories concerning the August 6 atomic bombing of
Hiroshima, Japan by the United States. “Jews Hitler Banished Made Bomb Possible” related the
story of Jewish scientists exiled from Germany and their subsequent work on the bomb; “‘By
The Mercy Of God’ We Beat Nazis To It” reported Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s
statement that Germany possessed atomic knowledge, but the British and Americans were the
first to have success; and “Oak Ridge Described In First News Story” explained the role of the
East Tennessee city in the production and secrecy of the atomic bomb. Above all else, the top
story was how Japan was “annihilated” by the United States and their atomic weapon. Japan had
rejected the surrender ultimatum from Potsdam, and President Truman released a statement, “If
they do not now accept our terms they may expect a rain of ruin from the air, the like of which
has never been seen on earth.”30
Following President Truman’s announcement about the bombing of Japan, Memphians
were asked their opinion concerning the attack. The general consensus was, “Let ‘em have it!”
One man, William B. Fowler, a city engineer, made a very succinct statement, “We gave Japan a
chance to make an honorable peace, and they refused.” Employees from the United States
29
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Employment Service expressed their “surprise” at the President’s announcement. Ike Friedman,
manager of the office, said the service hired many people to work at Oak Ridge, but did not
know what the project was.31 American forces dropped the second atomic bomb on Nagasaki, an
industrial area of Japan, on August 9, the same day Russia declared war on Japan. Memphians,
like all other Americans, were hopeful the war would definitely come to a close following the
second bombing of Japan.32
Police Chief Carroll Seabrook took preparatory measures for the peace announcement by
ordering all officers “on call” twenty-four-hours-a-day. None were allowed to leave town
without “special permission.” He also said that all were to report for duty as soon as the
announcement was made. Moreover, “all liquor stores, beer parlors, and dance halls” were to
“close immediately until further notice.”33
On August 13, downtown Memphis was invaded by German paratroopers. Well, one
paratrooper. However, he did not float in from the sky. Instead, he merely walked lazily along
Main Street. Sergeant Heintz Heimman was from a city on the Rhine and served with Field
Marshal Rommel’s forces in North Africa. He had spent the last part of his service for the
“Fatherland” as a prisoner of war a few miles across the Mississippi River in Crawfordsville,
Arkansas. He said that he had long admired the vista of the city from across the river while
working at the cotton compress in West Memphis. When Heimman “walked away from the
cotton compress” he did not want to escape, but “just wanted to see Memphis.” He was dressed
in his German uniform, complete with paratrooper wings embossed with an eagle and swastika.
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When he attempted to purchase a beer with prisoner coupons, the police were summoned. The
sergeant did not resist or cause any trouble. He explained, in fluent English, he had worn his
uniform to prevent being mistaken as a spy. Heimman was returned to the Prisoner of War Camp
in Crawfordsville, but at least he had a story about his adventure into Memphis he could share
with his loved ones upon his return home.34
The long-awaited headline hit newspapers on August 14, 1945, “War Over.” The second
bomb was dropped on Japan five days earlier, and the world had waited anxiously for those two
words.35 Japan’s Emperor Hirohito announced, via a recorded radio message, the defeat of Japan
at noon on August 15. His message, however, never used the word “surrender.” The formal
surrender took place aboard the battleship USS Missouri on September 2. The ceremony ended
with General Douglas MacArthur saying, “Let us pray that peace be now restored to the world
and that God will preserve it always. These proceedings are now closed.”36
Memphians were ready to exhale and celebrate. With Mayor Chandler in Washington,
Commissioner Boyle, serving as vice mayor, declared August 14 a “victory holiday.” He also
proclaimed the “temporary repeal” of all anti-noise restrictions, “All the noise the people want to
make will be alright. We expect everyone to have a good time, ring the bells, blow the horns and
celebrate.”37 Millicent Prichard Trabue, who worked as a nurse’s aide in Memphis from 1942
until 1945, vividly remembered when she heard the news that the war had ended. She said, “It
34
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happened while I and my little boys … were at Monteagle for the summer. One day, the bell
which announced the times for various events began to ring at a time when nothing was
scheduled … the war was over! That bell rang without ceasing into the night.”38 Nancy Bonds
Dewbre also recalled when she heard the news. She said, “I was visiting my grandmother in the
country. I remember how disappointed I was that I was in the country because we would have
gone downtown where all of it was going on. But, I was at my grandmother’s and my aunt came
out on the porch and said, ‘Kiddos, stop what you’re doing. The war is over! We have to do
something.’ So, we went up to the church and sang patriotic songs. She played the piano.”39
On the heels of winning the award for being the “quietest” city in the United States,
Memphis quickly became one of the loudest. The war was finally over and everyone wanted to
shout, blow horns, scream, laugh, and heave huge sighs of relief. Commissioner Boyle lifted the
anti-noise restrictions, and Memphians took it to heart. On August 15, every business was closed,
except banks, post offices, and a few gas stations on the outer loop of the city, to take part in the
citywide celebration. Churches and USO venues remained open for prayers and feting activities.
A parade that stretched from Main Street down Beale Street and continued up Second Avenue
was filled with bands from the Naval Air Technical Training Center and the Fourth Ferrying
Group. Senator Kenneth McKellar, Representative Clifford Davis, and Acting Mayor Boyle were
scheduled to speak at the end of the parade at Court Square. The speeches were broadcast on all
the local radio stations for those who did not want to fight the crowds.40 Many Memphians also
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gathered at the Overton Park Shell for a night filled with prayer, thanksgiving, and speeches by
Mayor Chandler, local judges and leaders, members of the American Legion, and military
officials.41
Although all Memphians wanted the war to end, only one known person predicted the
day it would happen. Since May 1945, Margaret Gholson told numerous customers and friends
the war would end on August 11, 1945. Gholson took over her brother’s gas station business for
the three years he served in the Navy. She wrote the prediction date of Japan’s “unconditional
surrender” on gas station books and it was first reported on August 11. According to Gholson,
she “just had a hunch.”42
When the war ended, so did rationing, on most items at least. On August 15, the War
Production Board announced the lifting of ration restrictions on all but thirty or forty items,
effective by the end of that week. Gasoline, building materials, refrigerators, automobiles,
sewing machines, and canned goods were just some of the most desired items that were no
longer rationed and citizens reveled in the terminations. J.A. Krug, Production chairman for the
WPB, declared most items required for industries “will be available in abundance.” Moreover, he
exclaimed that resources and materials “will be running out of our ears.” He believed it was vital
that American industry get back on its feet quickly enough to make use of them. The end of the
thirty-five miles per hour nationwide speed limit was effective August 19. The Office of Defense
Transportation lifted the restriction, but warned motorists not to return to “high speed driving”
too quickly.43
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Washington not only ordered an end to rationing, but also to “all activities of the Office
of Censorship,” by authorization of Byron Price, Director of Censorship. President Truman
ordered an end to all censorship of “domestic and international communications” and “voluntary
censorship of press and radio.” Additionally, he ordered the elimination of the Office of
Censorship.44
With the end of the war came the end of war industry. Many were once again “retooled,”
but for peacetime production. However, it did not happen overnight. Arthur M. Field, industrial
engineer with the Chamber of Commerce and executive secretary of the Memphis Committee for
Economic Development, explained aspects of the upcoming necessary readjustments for the city.
He said the Committee had planned for the reconversion to peacetime for many months and had
“attracted nationwide attention.” Returning veterans needed jobs, and plants were closing.
However, he explained, many who came to Memphis for war work would return home, thus
leaving vacancies in the group of employees searching for postwar jobs. He added there would
be a “lag” during the readjustment period, but believed “within six months the changeover
should be complete.” Moreover, he surmised the city would have a “steady, gradual growth in
both population and new industry.”45
It had become clear by mid-August that hosting a 1945 Mid-South Fair in Memphis was
impossible. The event generally occurred in September, but preparations required months of
planning. However, there was still hope for a Cotton Carnival in 1946 according to men
affiliated with the event. In December, Robert H. Jordan, comptroller of the Cotton Carnival
Association, said the Carnival would require “building from the ground up” since all floats had
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been taken apart or destroyed for the war effort. A few months later, the Board of Directors of
the Cotton Carnival decided it would proceed with the event in May 1946. The name of the
Carnival was not yet determined at the meeting, but members agreed on a theme, “Tennessee
History.” Jordan said the prewar cost of the event was approximately $50,000 and since the 1946
gala had to start from “scratch” it would be quite expensive. He said they were hoping for a
“generous response” from the businesses involved with the project.46
Beginning September 1, the Naval Air Technical Training Center in Millington was used
as the Personnel Separation Center for returning Mid-South veterans. Returning male and female
soldiers who entered the service from Tennessee, Arkansas, four districts of Mississippi, and six
from Alabama, were discharged through the newly designated center. Authorities estimated
24,000 veterans would be processed through the center each month. Since the discharge process
took between three and five days for each soldier, barracks were provided on the premises.47
In late August, the United States Employment Service issued a statement declaring there
were 3,000 available jobs in Memphis industries. Ike Friedman, manager of the USES, said it
was a “healthy” condition, but he believed it would be of a “short duration.” Friedman praised
the cooperation of Memphis businesses for contacting the office to keep them updated on
positions. He also said that it was not possible to estimate the future rate of unemployment due to
“too many unknown factors,” such as, working mothers who would not return, Government
workers on pension, or farmers returning to their previous vocation.48
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Southwestern and Memphis State College discontinued their football programs in 1942
and continued to do so through the war years. Southwestern announced the probable return of
football for the 1946 season. Memphis State College would definitely reinstate football for 1946,
according to Dr. J.R. Sanders, but the specifics of the program were not finalized.49 Regardless,
the WMC Radio Station offered the broadcasts of eleven football games “of particular interest to
Memphis and the Mid-South.” Memphians may not have been able to root for the home teams,
but they were still able to cheer for a few teams from the South.50
Southwestern College offered an accelerated college program to war veterans. The
college offered a few classes to those who were discharged from military service too late to
enroll in the regular semester. The classes began in November, and met for six hours a week
instead of the usual three which allowed for a full semester of work. The courses offered were
primarily core subjects. The program allowed military students to prepare for regular enrollment
the following semester. The flood of war veterans and the gift from the General Education Board
allowed the school to flourish in the postwar era.51 The influx of veterans also helped Memphis
State College. During the war, enrollments in both colleges had dropped tremendously, but
Memphis State lost its accreditation. However, increased enrollment following the war reinstated
the college and its campus expanded immensely over the years.52 Southwestern and Memphis

49

“Football May Return To Memphis Colleges,” Commercial Appeal, 5 September 1945.

50

“11 MidSouth Football Games Will Be Broadcast By WMC,” Commercial Appeal, 14 September 1945. The
University of Arkansas, the University of Alabama, Mississippi State University, the University of Mississippi, the
University of Tennessee, and Vanderbilt University were on the broadcasting schedule of football games.
51

“Accelerated Courses Offered To Veterans,” Commercial Appeal, 28 October 1945; see also, Roper, 214.

52

James R. Chumney, “University of Memphis,” The Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Culture, Version 2.0,
accessed June 5, 2016, http://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entry.php?rec=1427; see also, “U of M History,” accessed
June 5, 2016, www.memphis.edu/about/umhistory.php; and “Facts at a Glance,” accessed June 5, 2016,
www.memphis.edu/about/facts.php.

308

State College, along with other higher education institutions, benefitted from the passage of the
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 by Congress. Along with reemployment benefits, the
bill also aided veterans with money for education and low-interest loans for housing.53
Student enrollment for Shelby County schools showed an increase for the fall of 1945.
The total number of children registered for elementary and high schools was 16,047 which was
920 more than the previous year. Dr. Sue Powers, county school superintendent, said the number
could increase to as much as 18,000.54
The Memphis Vocational School offered free classes to adults for the Fall and Winter of
1945. Radio repair, appliance repair, welding, heating and air conditioning repair, shorthand,
typing, and sewing were among the tuition-free classes offered by the school. All were night
courses that met twice a week. The school charged students a one-dollar registration fee and
some shop classes charged a fee for materials.55
All building restrictions imposed by the Office of Price Administration and the War
Production Board were removed October 15, and Memphis began postwar construction with a
vengeance. A “conservative estimate” of $20,000,000 in postwar construction was offered by the
Offices of the Memphis Associated General Contractors. The group estimated $10,000,000 in
industrial construction. B.W. Horner, state director of the Federal Housing Administration,
estimated the construction of 2,000 homes in Memphis. He said the cost of the homes would be
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approximately $10,000,000, based on $5,000 each and would keep 800 men employed for a
year.56
One major industrial venture for postwar Memphis was the proposal of a new shopping
center located at Poplar Avenue and Highland Street. Plans for the project included twenty-eight
stores, a theater, and a residential area. The estimated $3,500,000 proposal for “Poplar Plaza”
was approved by the City Planning Commission with construction to begin before the end of the
year.57
In October 1944, T. J. O’Neil, branch manager of the Ford Motor Company in Memphis,
announced plans to resume manufacturing cars and trucks, upon completion of its plant
reconversion. An announcement was made in October 1945 that production was expected to
resume by the first part of December. At the time, the company employed 850 workers, but
planned to increase its staff to well over 1,000. The company also planned to increase the size of
the plant by adding a parts supply division to service the Mid-South. According to the plant
superintendent, P.S. Mable, converting to war industry and using more intricate machinery made
better workmen of the employees by increasing their skills.58
The end of the war also marked the end of salvage drives in Memphis and Shelby
County. All collections of scrap paper, tin, rubber, and metal ceased. The halting of scrap salvage
coincided with the termination of the National Salvage Division of the War Production Board in
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Washington, D.C. The school system continued its salvage programs until September 30, 1945,
primarily wastepaper and tin products.59
The eighth and final bond drive opened on October 29 and closed on December 8, 1945.
The quota for Memphis and Shelby County was $22,750,000. The money raised was for funding
the “hospitalization and rehabilitation” of war veterans. As with the seven previous drives,
Memphis and Shelby County residents exceeded their quota for overall bond sales. Volunteers
sold $28,900,484 worth of bonds by the December 8 deadline.60
In the first part of November, Memphians, along with the rest of the nation, learned while
most items had been removed from the ration list, sugar would not be removed until 1947. Other
food hostages were butter, margarine, lard, shortening, and meat. However, it was estimated that
most, if not all of those would be ration-free by the spring, possibly summer, of 1946. Just two
weeks later, rationing was halted on all items except sugar, which continued to be rationed
“indefinitely.” According to the OPA, the rations were lifted to prevent the development of a
new rationing system. Although the items were no longer rationed, they were in limited supply.
The OPA requested grocers implement their own rationing system to aid in a more equal
distribution to consumers.61
The Armistice Day Parade of 1945 was filled with joy and sorrow. A crowd of over
50,000 people watched the veterans, ROTC members, marching bands, Red Cross workers, the
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drill team from the Naval Air Technical Training Center, and many others march through
downtown in celebration of a war ended, and sorrow for those who did not return.62
In November, an announcement from the Federal Communications Commission reported
“a radio allocations plan” paving the way for over 400 “commercial television stations” in the
United States. Major cities were allotted between four and seven stations, and Memphis was
allowed to have five stations. All stations were required to operate at least twenty-eight hours a
week, and two hours a day. The “on air” time was to be gradually increased. No one was allowed
to own more than one station within the same service area. WMC, the Commercial Appeal’s
radio station, applied for a permit for one of the television stations. It was approved and WMCT
began regular broadcasting in December 1948.63
All aspects of servicemen returning were viewed as positive. In December,
Commissioner Boyle announced the addition of fifty police officers and twenty squad cars to the
police department “to avert a possible postwar crime wave and curtail traffic violations.” The
new officers, plus forty-three expected to return to the force from military service, would raise
the number of “uniformed” policemen to 330. The added squad cars brought the total to twentyeight. Boyle said that ten vehicles were to be used for the traffic division. Moreover, he said the
fire department would receive twenty-five new members and expected the return of forty more
from military service.64
Memphians had been philanthropic throughout the war years and peacetime did not
change their demeanor. The Memphis and Shelby County Chapter of the Red Cross worked
62
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diligently during the war years. The Memphis Chapter provided 637 Red Cross nurses for the
Army and Navy, and trained 689 nurses’ aides who volunteered thousands of hours at local
hospitals. Female volunteers for the organization donated 1,376,465 hours “to patriotic service.”
Moreover, volunteers raised over $2,000,000 in four fundraising campaigns.65
Baskets filled with enough food to last a week were given to nearly 3,000 needy families
in Memphis, thanks to the Commercial Appeal-American Legion Christmas Fund. Fifty trucks
were needed to deliver the food on Christmas Eve morning. Each family received Christmas
dinner and approximately ten dollars worth of additional food.66
The regional director of the Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics in Atlanta,
Harris P. Dawson, Jr., released a comparison report of food prices in Memphis for 1939 and
1945. The report demonstrated the gradual increase in food prices during the war years. The
average price of food for Memphians increased by an astonishing 65.7 percent from August 1939
to mid-October 1945.67 Even with rationing and fixed pricing set by the Office of Price
Administration, consumer prices overall had increased by thirty-one percent nationwide by the
end of the war.68
For the four months remaining in 1945, and beyond, the postwar era of Memphis began.
Although some continued manufacturing, war industry factories began shutting down, some for
peacetime conversion, and others remained vacant. Many war workers found themselves
unemployed, while others found like positions through the USES in the few remaining
65
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industries. But, with access to river and railways, Memphis was an ideal location for industry. In
September 1945, International Harvester announced the establishment of a new farm implement
factory in Memphis with approximately 1,000,000 square feet that would employ an estimate
3,000 people.69 The chairman of the Industrial Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, Joe
Davis, reported “at least 26 new manufacturing firms” opened businesses in Memphis during
1945. Further, almost forty percent of those planned to expand as soon as materials became
available. The new firms provided hundreds of jobs for Memphians.70
It was the beginning of a new era in Memphis – new homes, new cars, new jobs, and new
parents would help jumpstart the city into being a boomtown for years to come. Or at least, a
baby boom town.
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CONCLUSION
In this narrative, some of the social and economic changes that occurred on the home
front in Memphis, Tennessee during World War II have been illustrated. Almost one hundred
manufacturing companies in Memphis held war industry contracts by 1943 and the employment
of Shelby County increased from 140,000 to 182,500 people by mid-1944. Firestone Tire and
Rubber, Chickasaw Ordnance Works, National Fireworks, Ford Motor Company, and Buckeye
Cotton Oil Company are only a few of the Memphis companies that transformed to war industry
and employed thousands of citizens. Additionally, thousands were employed by the federal
government at the Kennedy General Hospital, Memphis Army Service Forces Depot, and other
military installations.1 It cannot be ignored that while Memphis saw this employment boom, it
occurred as thousands of working-age Memphis men were serving in the U.S. military around
the world.
The war provided economic opportunities for Memphis with war-related industries and
the trend for new businesses opening in the city continued into the postwar years. Between 1946
and 1952, 370 new industrial plants moved into Memphis. In 1940, there were approximately
400 plants in Memphis, but by 1953 there were more than 800. Additionally, there were 23,000
employed in manufacturing in 1940 as compared to more than 43,000 in 1953.2 For a century
before World War II, cotton had been a driving force in the Memphis economy. Despite the
efforts of the Cotton Council to promote its product during and after the war, and perhaps
because of the influence of new industry on the economy, cotton slowly ceased to be “king” in
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Memphis in the postwar years. It was perhaps more like England’s Queen Mother, still venerated
but increasingly less relevant.
In 1940, there were 133,189 Memphians in the workforce, and as previously stated, that
number grew to 182,500 by mid-1944. Once the war ended, many war-related industries closed
which caused thousands to lose their jobs. Additionally, returning veterans were given priority in
the job market. By 1947, there were 178,095 people working in Memphis. While there was a
significant increase in employment during the war, the number of those working in Memphis
afterward was still over 4,400 less than mid-1944.3 However, many veterans took advantage of
the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act, or the G. I. Bill, to further their education. The enrollment
of Memphis State College increased from 216 in 1943 to 767 in 1946.4 Additionally, the influx
of returning veterans enrolled in Southwestern College changed the vista of its campus. Mobile
homes and barracks housing were stationed on the grounds to accommodate married veteran
students who needed housing.5 With so many people moving into Memphis for employment
opportunities, it is possible that some veterans who chose to take advantage of the G. I. Bill did
so because they could not find a job that required their existing credentials. Further education
could open the door for better employment opportunities later.
Women worked outside the home during the war years, many for the first time. Firestone
Tire and Rubber Company, Ford Motor Company, and Fisher Memphis Aircraft Division all
hired larger numbers of female employees. During peak production, women comprised between
twenty-five and forty percent of the companies’ employees. The majority of employees at the
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Chickasaw Ordnance Works were women. Women also became streetcar and bus drivers for the
Memphis Street Railway Company.6 In 1940, nearly 43,000 women worked outside the home.
During the war years, thousands of Memphis women entered the workforce. Many returned to
domestic life once the war ended, but many did not. In 1947, there were nearly 61,000 women
who remained in the workforce.7 Working women brought about the need for childcare facilities.
Since war plants did not offer childcare, most who relied on services other than friends and
family took advantage of facilities operated by the Board of Education funded by the Lanham
Act.8 When the war ended, so did the majority of government-funded childcare facilities.
Women who continued working during the postwar era were forced to rely on friends, family, or
privately owned childcare establishments. Perhaps those women who continued working did so
because of their economic circumstances. The war made widows of some women and others
were thrust into becoming the primary breadwinner due to injuries their husbands sustained in
the war. Still others, perhaps, discovered a new-found economic freedom and did not want it to
end.
While the war years presented untraditional working opportunities for women in
Memphis, African-Americans were not as fortunate. According to Patricia Brake Howard’s
article “Tennessee in War and Peace: The Impact of World War II on State Economic Trends,”
the “paternalistic attitudes toward non-whites remained virtually unchanged by the war.” In
1940, African-Americans constituted forty-one percent of the employed in Memphis, and forty
percent of manufacturing workers. African-American males were primarily employed in the
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lower-paying food, lumber, and textile industries while sixty-six percent of working AfricanAmerican women were employed as domestic servants. The proportion of African-American
employment to total employment did not increase during the war years according to a survey of
forty-five war industries conducted in 1943. They comprised only twenty-eight percent of the
total employment in Memphis as compared to forty-one percent prior to the war. Moreover,
between 1940 and 1950, African-Americans comprised only thirty-seven percent of those
employed in manufacturing as compared to forty percent before the war. Furthermore, by 1950
eighty-four percent of African-American women and sixty percent of African-American men
worked in the personal service industry.9 During the war years, the “paternalistic attitude”
appears to have subsided somewhat with the “all-hands-on-deck” approach to the war effort.
However, winning the war may have liberated Europe, but did not do much, if anything, to aid
the liberation of African-Americans in Memphis.
Memphians demonstrated their patriotism by purchasing millions of dollars worth of war
bonds. Not surprisingly, even bond drives were segregated in Memphis. During the eight War
Loan Drives, Memphians, both white and African-American, purchased in excess of $300
million in war bonds and stamps.10 They also participated in parades, volunteered for the USO,
sent care packages, knitted socks, gloves, and scarves, and sponsored dances and other
gatherings for soldiers. Scrap metal, paper, and rubber drives became the norm for those years.
People across the nation learned to do with less and, at times, without ordinary items all for the
war effort. Memphians appeared dedicated about their duty as Americans to help on the home
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front so that those fighting on the war front would have the supplies needed to win the war and
return home.
The amenities offered by the city had grown during the war years. According to the 1945
edition of R.L.Polk’s City Directory, the city had five additional public parks, four more movie
theaters, five more churches, ten additional miles of streets with a total of forty-two more miles
paved, and 103 more manufacturing and retail establishments that employed more than 52,500
people. The population had grown from 292,942 to 321,850.11 While the population during the
war years increased by an estimated 30,000 to 40,000, not all remained once the war ended. Still,
there was a significant increase in those who made Memphis their home. Additionally, the
physical size of the city changed. When the war ended, Memphis encompassed 50.87 square
miles, but through annexations, by 1947 the city’s overall area was increased to nearly ninetyeight square miles.12
The wartime housing problem in Memphis did not dissipate after the war. With
approximately 30,000 veterans returning to the city, and about 19,000 of them married, housing
became a serious issue for city officials. Nearly a year after the war ended, the Citizens Housing
Committee referred to the housing problem as “the darkest picture in the city’s history.” The
problem was so dire that roughly “200 barracks-type housing units” in Florida were
disassembled and moved to Memphis. They were reassembled near Park Avenue and Pendleton
Street. More than 3,900 veterans applied for housing at the new project, called Pendleton Place.
Rental prices were another issue plaguing Memphians. The rent controls set by the OPA expired
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on June 30, 1946. Rental property owners announced rental rates were to increase by ten to
twenty percent. Fortunately, Congress passed a new rent control act a year later.
One of the most pressing shortages was single-family housing units at an affordable
price. Builders were tasked with finding a way to construct homes for those who could not afford
the higher postwar prices. The city’s slum areas were also a chief concern for city officials. The
Memphis Housing Authority and city officials implored builders to figure out a way to erect
affordable housing. In 1946 and 1947, approximately 8,500 housing units were built. The
shortage was nearly eliminated by 1952 with almost 40,700 houses being built. Needless to say,
the construction boom in Memphis created a demand for workers for years after the war. City
officials dealt with the housing issues of white Memphians almost immediately, however,
affordable housing for African-Americans in Memphis remained an issue. It was not until 1950
that officials of the Memphis Housing Authority determined that houses renting for less than
forty dollars a month and selling for less than $5,000 would help alleviate the shortage of units
for African-Americans.13 It is easy to understand why African-Americans in postwar Memphis
may have felt like second-class citizens in their own city. They had many of the same civic
issues as their white counterparts, yet theirs never seemed to take precedence.
The population of postwar Memphis not only increased because of returning veterans and
their wives, but also because of people moving into Memphis most likely for employment in the
hundreds of new businesses. Shelby County had an estimated population of 412,000 when the
war ended, but grew to 483,000 within five years. The number of births in the Memphis area,
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and across the nation, increased dramatically. During the first five years after the war, 32,083
white babies were born and 24,934 African-American babies were born.14
The absolute power of the Crump machine began to decline following the senatorial
election of Estes Kefauver in 1948.15 Moreover, his influence on the federal level weakened with
a new president in office. Crump did not the support the civil rights ideals of President Truman
and the two had a “falling-out.” Both Crump and Senator McKellar opposed the presidential
nomination of Truman in 1948. Because of their differing views, Crump committed all of his
support to vote against Truman. Although he did not win in Shelby County, Truman was elected
for another term.16 Crump’s political power did not completely disappear. He continued to wield
his influence through the postwar years to the best of his ability. Unfortunately for him, it
appears that the influx of new residents in Memphis was overflowing with people who did not
realize, or care, that he was a man to fear.
While city leaders sought economic improvements for Memphis offered by war
industries, they also wanted to maintain the continuity of the deep-rooted society. Nevertheless,
as Memphians did their part for the war effort, everyday life in the city continued, but it was also
changing. It had been the goal of city leaders to balance war needs with local growth, to see that
in ways large and small Memphis came out of World War II prepared to flourish in the years
ahead. In matters of employment, infrastructure, commerce, healthcare, and education, they seem
to have met their goal. Although the changes during the war were necessary for the time, they
paled in comparison to those on the horizon.
14
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APPENDIX A
These historical biographies are offered to demonstrate how Edward H. Crump, Kenneth
D. McKellar, and Walter Chandler came to political prominence and the sources of power within
their grasp.
Edward Hull Crump, Jr. was born October 2, 1874 in Hudsonville, Mississippi, a few
miles northeast of Holly Springs. His father died during the yellow fever epidemic in 1878 when
Edward was four years old.1 He dropped out of school at age fifteen, but enrolled in a
bookkeeping course a few years later that afforded him the credentials to work as a bookkeeper.2
In January 1894, Crump made Memphis his home3 and began building his business and political
empire.
He secured a position as a bookkeeper for a carriage and saddlery business4 and advanced
within the company over the next few years. In 1902, he married Bessie Byrd McLean, daughter
and only child of Robert McLean, a very wealthy and prominent citizen of Memphis. Due to
disagreements with his boss, he resigned from his job later that year.5 When the carriage
company filed bankruptcy a few months later, Crump purchased it.6
He was a popular and charismatic man who was well liked in the community. That,
coupled with his business success, allowed him to obtain social ranking and respect on his own.
1

Miller, 9-17; see also, Alfred Steinberg, The Bosses (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1972), 73.

2

Miller,19-21; see also, Steinberg, 73. According to Steinberg’s account, Crump left school at age fourteen.

3

Miller, 26.

4

Biles, 32. See also, Miller, 34. In 1898, the Woods Company merged with the Chickasaw Saddlery Company to
create the Woods-Chickasaw Manufacturing Company.
5

Miller, 38, 40.

6

Miller, 41; see also, Biles, 32. A few years after purchasing the carriage company, it was renamed the E.H. Crump
Buggy Company. He sold it in 1910 when he became the mayor of Memphis.
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Crump was elected as a representative for the Democratic Legislative Convention in 1902 and he
was chosen as the director of the Business Men’s Club (the precursor of the Chamber of
Commerce) in 1905. He also served on the board of public works and on the police and fire
commission board. These positions not only helped his social reputation, but also increased his
business clientele.7 In August 1909, Crump announced his mayoral candidacy running against
former mayor Joseph J. Williams.8
The African-American faction of Memphis played a key role in the 1909 mayoral
election. There were approximately two thousand black voters who lived in the Beale Street area.
He had a theme song composed by musical legend W.C. Handy, “E.H. Crump Blues.” While
each candidate hired black musicians for their political crusade, Crump’s proved the most
effective.9 He won the election.
Crump was reelected as mayor twice more, but was “ousted” from office in 1916 when
he refused to enforce a statewide prohibition law adopted in 1909. In 1915, Governor Ben
Hooper signed the Elkins Ouster Bill which stipulated that “any person holding public office in
Tennessee who neglected to perform any duty enjoined upon him would be ousted from his
office.”10 Crump had until February 22 to make his decision concerning the mayoral term. On

7

Miller, 42-43; 54-57. See also, Steinberg, 75-76.

8

Steinberg, 76-77.

9

Mark A. Johnson, “The Best Notes Made the Best Votes: W.C. Handy, E.H. Crump, and Black Music As Politics,”
Southern Cultures 20, no. 2, (Summer 2014): 60-62, 67. The song became quite popular, and Handy had it published
after making changes in the lyrics and the title. It was published as “Memphis Blues.”
10

Allen H. Kitchens, “Ouster of Mayor Edward H. Crump,” West Tennessee Historical Society Papers 19, (1965),
109. See also, David Tucker, “Edward Hull “Boss” Crump,” Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Culture, 2016,
accessed September 1, 2016, http://www.tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entry.php?rec=334.
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that day, he took the oath, collected his back pay and resigned.11 Following his resignation,
Crump made a public statement:
…When a man in public office says that he has never played politics, he is either
trying to fool the people or he a fool himself, and in the latter event the things he
accomplishes, or rather fails to accomplish, speak for them-selves. It is true that I
have surrounded myself, insofar as I could, with those who are in sympathy with
my ideals, and I have not hesitated to call upon these friends, both in and out of
the government, to rally to me when the occasion demanded. If that is a political
machine, then I have had it, but the political machine which I have relied upon
and sought to maintain is not composed of any particular faction or class, but of
the people of Memphis at large.12
Although he was forced from public office, he maintained the support and admiration of the
people of Memphis and Shelby County. He also established and invested in many business
ventures which ultimately made him a millionaire.13
Crump did not run for office again until 1930 when he was elected to the first of two
terms in the House of Representatives.14 His influence continued to control state elections even
though he had not held a political office for years. Furthermore, he had managed to sustain his
previous political clout and amass much more.15 People relied on him and consistently sought his
advice and assistance. At the same time, they also knew not to cross him. The Crump machine
was well-oiled and demanded loyalty. For example, those wanting to open a new business soon
realized they would not be granted approval by the city inspectors unless an insurance policy was
purchased from Crump’s insurance company. Nonetheless, the people of Memphis appreciated
11

Kitchens, 115-116. An acting mayor was put into place from January 1, 1916 until February 22, 1916 when
Crump took the oath of office. The back pay of $879.31 was collected for his official time in office, January 1
through February 22, 1916.
12

Ibid., 114.

13

Steinberg, 91.

14

Ibid., 99.

15

Tucker.
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the low taxes, clean streets, as well as efficient fire and police protection and they understood
who made those possible.16
The absolute power of the Crump machine reached beyond the borders of Memphis and
Shelby County. From 1928 until 1948, members of the Crump political organization did not lose
any elections on the “city, county, or state level.” However, his power began to wane in 1948
with the immergence of political support from local businessmen for Estes Kefauver, a U.S.
Congressman from Chattanooga, who was running for the U.S. Senate. Kefauver was not “handpicked” by Crump and it had been years since prominent businessmen had openly supported a
candidate that was not chosen by him. Due to his position on civil rights, the African-American
communities of Memphis joined forces with Kefauver. Crump used his power to threaten
repercussions against those who campaigned for Kefauver, and although he did not win the
majority of Shelby County votes, Kefauver won the election. It was apparent that the political
tide in Memphis was turning.17
His political power did not completely disappear, but it was successfully challenged for
the first time in decades with the senatorial election in 1948. Crump died of natural causes two
weeks after his eightieth birthday in October 1954.18
Kenneth Douglas McKellar was another member of the influential political team of
Memphis. He was born on January 29, 1869 in Richmond, Alabama. The year after graduating
from law school at the University of Alabama, he moved to Memphis and acquired a job with the
city attorney’s office. Two years later, he secured a job in a law firm and proved to be quite
16

Tucker.

17

Sally Palmer Thomason, “The Three Eds: Memphis 1948,” The West Tennessee Historical Society Papers 52
(1998): 154-157.
18

Miller, 351-352.
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proficient as a trial attorney. Soon after joining the firm, he was making over $25,000 a year and
his net worth by 1911 was an estimated $300,000.19
McKellar was a member of the Jackson Club in Memphis which was comprised of
“young, politically ambitious, professional men” who “found reform an inviting cause.”20 In was
during this time that he and Crump forged a personal and political relationship that would last for
decades. In 1903, he successfully argued before the Tennessee Supreme Court to force the
Memphis city government to open its expense records to the public. He also drafted a new city
charter for Memphis that, once revised, was approved by the General Assembly. McKellar went
on to serve as an elector for the Democratic nominees in 1900 and 1904. He also served in 1900
and 1908 as a delegate at the Democratic National Convention.21
In 1911, McKellar was asked to run for the vacant seat in the House of Representatives
left by the death of Congressman George Gordon. He entered the race and won.22 Thus began the
long political career of Kenneth D. McKellar. He was reelected to the House in 1912 and 1914.
In 1916, he successfully ran for the U.S. Senate and eventually served six terms for Tennessee.
He supported President Wilson’s progressive ideas and then President Roosevelt’s New Deal
programs. Through it all, McKellar advocated legislation that distributed federal funds that
stimulated the economy in the states, especially that of his home state, Tennessee. As a senator
during the Roosevelt administration, he served as chairman of the Senate Committee on Post
19

William H. Frist, “Kenneth Douglas McKellar,” Tennessee Senators, 1911-2001: Portraits of Leadership in a
Century of Change (Lanham, MD: 1999), 15-17.
20

Miller, 51.

21

Frist, 17. For more information on the revised city charter of Memphis, see “Amendment to Charter of the City of
Memphis: Senate Bill No. 162, Acts 1905, of the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee,” accessed August 4,
2016, https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=nnc1.cu56794622;view=1up;seq=9.
22

Frist, 17-18.
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Office and Post Roads and also as a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee. His
seniority granted him tremendous control over jobs through those programs.23
McKellar had been plagued with kidney trouble for a few years, and suffered from the
overall frailty of his body. In the 1952 Tennessee Senatorial election, the eighty-three-year-old
McKellar was defeated by forty-five-year-old Albert Gore, Sr. McKellar served three terms as a
Congressman and six terms as a Senator representing Tennessee from 1911 until 1953. Upon his
defeat, he left Washington and retired in Memphis, living in a small apartment at the Gayoso
Hotel. He died in 1957 from kidney issues at the age of eighty-eight.24
Another cog in the Crump machine was Walter Clift Chandler. He was born in Jackson,
Tennessee on October 5, 1887. After graduating with a law degree from the University of
Tennessee, Chandler began practicing in Memphis in 1909. He built quite an impressive resume
by becoming an assistant district attorney general by 1916 and a member of the Tennessee State
House of Representatives a year later. The United States declared war on Germany shortly after
Chandler began his term in the State House. He resigned his seat and enlisted in the First
Tennessee Field Artillery. Chandler served on the front during the war and, by the time of his
discharge in April 1919, held the rank of captain. From 1921 until 1923, he served in the
Tennessee State Senate. Five years after leaving the State Senate, he became the city attorney of
Memphis, a position he held from 1928 until 1934.25 In 1934, Chandler was Crump’s choice to

23

Thomas H. Coode, “Kenneth Douglas McKellar,” Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Culture, accessed
September 1, 2016, http://www.tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entry.php?rec=869. See also, Nancy Capace, “Kenneth
Douglas McKellar,” Tennessee Biographical Dictionary, Vol. 2, K-Z (St. Clair Shores, MI: Somerset Publishers,
Inc., 2000), 67-68.
24

Frist, 30-32.

25

White, “The Life and Career of Walter Chandler,” 100-102. See also, “Walter Clift Chandler,” Biographical
Directory of the United States Congress, accessed September 2, 2016,
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=C000296.
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represent the district of Memphis in the U.S. House of Representatives. Since he had served in
the military, had legal experience, and was an advocate of Roosevelt, he was the obvious choice
as a candidate. After securing the nomination, he ran unopposed in the general election and
served until January 1940.26
While in Washington, Congressman Chandler promoted legislation that was beneficial to
Memphis and Shelby County. He successfully requested funds from the Secretary of Agriculture,
Henry Wallace, for the acquisition of 1,360 acres to establish and expand Shelby Forest.
Additionally, with the help of Senator McKellar and at the request of Crump, he sponsored
legislation which granted nine million dollars for a “flood control project” in Memphis to build
concrete barriers and levees for the prevention of flooding in the city.27
In 1939, following a falling-out with Mayor Watkins Overton, Crump’s new choice for
mayor was Chandler, who was not thrilled by the prospect of the position. Additionally, a
Memphis newspaper labeled him as “subservient to the machine.” Unfortunately, Chandler was
required by law to resign from Congress before becoming a mayoral candidate. He refused to do
so. Nonetheless, Crump had a solution. He ran for mayor, won, subsequently resigned, and the
City Commission appointed Chandler.28
Chandler served as the mayor of Memphis until his resignation in 1946, with over a year
left in his term. He returned to his private practice as a lawyer with his son in 1947. He served as
president pro tem of the Tennessee Constitutional Convention in 1953. In 1955, he was asked to
26

White, “The Life and Career of Walter Chandler,” 104.

27

Ibid., 106. The final cost of the project was thirteen million dollars. The legislation for the project was prompted
by a flood of the Mississippi River in 1937. Memphis was not affected, but 50,000 displaced individuals from the
area filtered into the city. Crump made a request to Senator McKellar to “Please keep this in mind. Levees, pumping
stations, and seawalls should be built around Memphis to prevent a recurrence of flood waters from the Mississippi,
Nonconnah, and Wolf Rivers.”
28

Ibid., 108-109.
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step in as the interim mayor of Memphis upon the death of Mayor Frank T. Tobey. During this
short mayoral term, he successfully purchased the “Memphis Belle” for $350 for the city.
Afterwards, he resumed practicing law. In October 1967, Chandler died from a heart attack just
days shy of his eightieth birthday.29

29

White, “The Life and Career of Walter Chandler,” 112-114. Watkins Overton died in office and Frank T. Tobey
was serving as the interim mayor when he, too, died suddenly.
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APPENDIX B
A NATIONAL PRAYER FOR NEW YEAR’S DAY
O God of our Fathers, Eternal Ruler of the universe, we approach Thy throne
today in a spirit of humble reverence, to entreat Thy favor upon our Country. By
Thy inscrutable Providence, Thou hast brought us to a time of trial and of peril
and of decision. The heathen have risen up against us, and against Thee.
So we pray for power to defend our Nation, and to help establish in the earth the
principles of justice and freedom and brotherhood which we have learned from
Thee. Vain is all of our own strength and wisdom, unless aided by Thy might.
We confess our sins, as a Nation and as individuals. We have wandered from Thy
ways; we have disregarded Thee; we have given ourselves over to selfish gain and
pleasure. Now we cry to Thee for forgiveness, out of Thy abundant mercy. Draw
us back home to Thyself, and to Thy will for us. Set aflame our hearts with the
holy fires which burned in the breasts of our fathers.
We pray for our soldiers and sailors and airmen, and for all who serve our
Country and our cause. They are so dear to us; may they be kept by Thee. Make
them patient in training, valorous in battle, and in all the separations of love
assured of our constant care and prayers. Give them vision to see the greatness of
the goals for which they fight. To those who fall, grant an abundant entrance into
Thy heavenly kingdom, where Christ, our Hero and Saviour, reigns. Quicken in
all service men, and in us, a passionate devotion to America and her high mission,
and to a new era of peace for all the world. Thus would we be, in war as in peace,
a Nation whose God is the Lord. Amen. 1

1
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