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Many new establishments have opened in Memphis in recent years, 

offering a mix of family-friendly entertainment, food, and event space in 

flexible gathering spaces.  The spaces that these establishments provide 

offer opportunities for people to interact regardless of their social situation.  

Looking at how these projects have been successful in attracting people 

and facilitating social mixing can help to guide program and spatial 

organization decisions in the building that support its connection with the 

culture in Memphis.

Opening in 2016 in a vacant building south of Downtown, Loflin Yard 

made use of its expansive outdoor space.  Opening up part of the Gayoso 

Bayou, Loflin built around this water feature and provides seating, games, 

and food to create an inclusive outdoor space (figure 7).  The project 

also makes use of a Coach House on site for more indoor space to host 

events, and provide a warm space during the cold winter months (figure 

8).1

Down the street, Carolina Watershed opened in 2017 (figure 9).  It features 

indoor dining, an indoor and outdoor bar, and a multilevel outdoor space 

for gathering and games (figure 10).  Recently, it opened up a new side 

yard for an adult sports league, which will host games such as dodgeball, 

badminton, and kickball.2  This space offers a lot of flexibility to sit, eat, 

and enjoy various activities, making it an attractive destination for many 

different users.

Railgarten, located in Midtown between Cooper Young and Overton 

Square, helps bridge a gap between the two popular districts.  This project 

1.     Hill, “Lo! in Yard Now Open.”
2.     Chandler, “Changes at Carolina Watershed.”
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Figure 7   Loflin Yard Exterior Figure 8   Loflin Yard Interior and Site

Figure 9   Carolina Watershed Figure 10   Carolina Watershed Gathering Space and Site

Figure 11   Railgarten Gathering Space Figure 12   Railgarten Beach Volleyball and Site

spans multiple buildings offering dining, desserts, and entertainment.  

The outdoor space behind the buildings include: a stage centrally located 

between rail cars (which are placed on site to partition the gathering 

spaces), a kids’ play area, a beach volleyball court, games, and an 

outdoor bar (figures 11-12).3

3.     Coe" y, “The Railgarten.”


